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Ricardo Mendez Barbara Menendea 

'kocomcndez@ltotma 
il.com" To: R3 MountajntomEPA 
<rscomendez C C :  

Subject: Please Stop Destni~tive Mountdntop Remaval Mining 
0 1/06/2004 02:OO 
PM 

Dear M z  John Voncn, Project Manager, 

Please. work to amend the EPA's draft e~virorrmental impact statement, We 
cannot staid by as Buslr dlows coal compdims to cffativdy destroy the 
Appalachia community. 

We have to makc tb dtninistration consider better attemativea. Please, 
do everything you can to amend the drafi EIS. 

-- 
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Sincerely, 
Zina R. Mcrlun 
120 Victory At*. 
Lexington, KY 40502 

Mountaintop Removal and Vdley Fill mining te;chnjque was allowed in SMGRA with a 
valance &om AOC based on the determination that 
an alternative post-mining iaud me, a higher md better me, required the valley fa. The 
law required that permittem prove that 
the higher use wits feasible, compatible with adjacent land uses, demanded by the market, 
and supported by investment in necessary 
puhlic facilities, among other requirements, After redding through many Kentucky 
permits requesting a variance .Eas such higher and 
better land uses, I can say that overwhelmingly such land uses as proposed did not fulfill 
the documentation required md were not 13-3-2 
at all higher and better uses. There i s  some small percentage of moutltrimntop 
rernovaI/vaky fill land ha t  can be r~Xarmed to 
higher uses, hut the vast majority becomes relatively barren and less valuable &an the 
forest and streams that were there before. 
SMCKA exists because the economic need and profit of one industry, cod, should not 
compromise the well-beiag and the economic 
potential of other irrdustxiss, or the health and safety ofresidents, or the health of the 
environment. Too many casts d coal 
extraction are externalized to be borne by residents of the a r c l ~  iri which mountaintop 
remtvt.al occurs. and to be borne in the 1-s 

J m n i  f ax: W"ri?rrick 
~ E K R I C K C  stag. ca . 'PO: ri3 

iii~~ntainti?kA?ETA 
gcv> t3C: 

Sub jec t :  E1runtaii::np 

Mining E1S 
01/06JZJ04 01: 0 2  
F51 

of biodiversity, clean water and healthy watersheds. 
The way the law h~ been administered and enforced, valley fills bwe k e n  aliowd any 
time a cornparty wimted one to avoid the cmt 
of AOC or to get at a bit more coal a bit more cheaply, Thjs was not the purpose for 
which SMCRA wm tsdevtsed. The ,stream buffer 
zone required to Lre crbserved when mining would not have beerr instituted bad i t  not k e n  
cmsidered in~pxtarrt. How ironic to require 
that miriing slay hack from a stream htrt Alow a neighboring stream to be bttried in  
overburden. 
The only way to reduce the environmentai impact on watersheds from Mountaintop 
Removal Nalley FiIl mining is to enforce the: law as 
it was written or perhaps even include stiffer restrictions on the practice. The cx~mulative 
impact of this unretrajned prwticc 
costs Ear too ~ u c h  111 terms of changd dra~aage patterns and resultant flooding, Iws of 
important headwater habitat, contamination 

DOBZ ?Ir . Forren :  

9-3-2 

F u r t n e r ,  t h e  aLLcxiince a1 L?rgea. valley tiils ii. rr;t csnv i a c i n y  iy 
justified by e.:ocnrnic c o n c o r w .  

of drinking water wells, and a b s s ~  of other impacts. 

J n  or&r to be i n  c.oc;if;Xiance w i t h  NEPA, rhz  EIS rmst prqli*?~? arid 
explore lass anz~irc.~zrrb.;intaLLy drtrnsging s S ? . e r * : a t i v e ~ .  The rJraf t EIS 
shcjl: ld 
be .rir;nded to i n c o . q m r a t s  such a2 ' ;e rna t i . s . s~  am? re-circ-.rLet..ad to -11~lcjw 
the ph1i.c the opportunity to r e v i m  and commerlr. on tlii~se c t h e n  
a l t e r n a t i v e s .  

7ha:lk you f o r  'ihc app?i: tutl i t i ;  t~ C O M i O T t .  

----* 
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Robert Mertz 

Mr. JoRn F o q  US EPA 
1650 Arc,h SbraGt 

a-m-- Fc;rsaaxd& kyJr :>avid RidfriR3/rJbSEPA!U3 or! i E / L ? ~ > / ; ) : i ~ l ?  34 : 4.2 Pb1 ----- 

mine le, It is time to end this a ~ &  md destructive m& of mining, and move to a I 1 -9 
mom $mst&ab1e source of energy, 

J d i n  F c ~ r e r ~ ,  E n v l . r o m e n t a L  Pcc tec t im Aaency 
U,S, EEA ! IEA30)  
i I:%? Arr, l i  l t  rq r t  
P h i  !%++lphia,  PA 19Jt7.3 

sgp?is-!ia:lces. 
Ir! h i s  spare  time he uses h i s  consicEer3hle mec,hanizsl s k i l l s  til ::s<31> 

lli i? 

4 -wl-wci 
.zizi:-~' truck aind ATY w ~ r k i n g .  Jurtin ia g:>ing to ~ o I i c 3 0  i n  s cnlall !xi:' 

prc.otic;j.ous 
scl?ool. near Nev Y ~ x l t  C i t y .  He ~ c s u l d  never aEPcird ti: s w d  him there, 

but 
he wa.3 
gi:-en a grea t  finarici .ai  package at the ~ ? c R v s l .  Ik seems to he s i l j ? , i r i ~ j  

; ~ i . L e g f  
.life i . ~  F( v e r y  po3iti.il~. way. L ~ C . I : C J Y S O ~  fercir.13, thester and s t i r t 3 y i n ' ~  
keep h i  ih 

j>,~sy arid sc.;i~LL;' i2vclvt l-d w i t h  his f d l l ~ d  ~i'~;l~!i?f,~. Tkey  B L C  !):.~th 
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<a11 se3 
fl3::tilt;z:r d i s a s t c r ~ e  i;~ mountair: cixmu!~ities. The? d s a f t  EX? i g n c r e s  t h e  

Thank you, 
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James Mesich Teresa Mesich 

----- Fomrrlded by John F;om/R3/USEPA/US on 01/05/04 09:30 XW ----- 

jkbohfiles@aol.com 
Tw : John EorrenIR3/USEPA/ US@EPA 

01/05/04 M:33 PM cc: 

Subject: mountaintop ernoval minirrg 

Stand against this please. 

James Mesictl 
830 43rd St. 
Ruck Isfatd, 11. 61201 

Please do d you cm to thwart. this effnrt. 
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Alissa Meyer 
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Judy Meyer 

Judy Meyer 
<meycr@sparc.ec& To: R3 Mountahtop@]EPA 
gy.uga,edu> cc: 

Subject: comment on Draft EIS 
01 /05/2004 03:31 
PM 

Dear Mr. Forsen, 

1 am an quatic scientist who has studied rivers md stream izl the 
Appdachims for cl~ree decdes. I am very concerned a b u t  the manner in 
which scientific infomatioti was incorporated into the Draft 
hvirr3nmen t a1 
Xrnpc"ctilssessmettt for Mountsintop hhing/Vdey Fills in Appdachia, md 
1 
do not ahink the best achm afternstive was considered or selected. 
Specific comxnents on the draft EIS follow: 

f . The purpose of the Clean Watcr Act is to protect and restarc the 
phy"ical, chemical and biological integrity of our Nation's waters. 
Muun&nhp mining impairs ihc physical, ~I~emical md b i o l ~ c ~ l  
integrity 
of Appahchim streams. The scientific studies done as p a t  of this EIS 
h ~ w  clearly demonstrated that; yct the results of these stu&cs are 
buried 
in appendices and their conclusions are inadequrtely and inaccurately 
conveyed In the draR EIS. 1 was particularly concerned by the 
statement 

in the Executrve Szrmmaq that the "apisliotls atld t4ea.s" of  d ~ e  authors of 
ah technicd studies "do not necessarily reflect the position or view 
of 
the agencies preparing tiis EIS." The awdlors af the teclmicd sst~dies 
did 
not have "opinions and views." miat they wrote was the ~ s z &  of 
analyses 

of scientific data. The quoted statement implies a subjectivity iri data 
and+ that is an insult to the authors of those tecl~nical studies, 
These results cm~mt. he simply rejected (ox dowplayed and ignored as 
has 
been done iu rnwh trf the EIS) as differetlt "views " The auLhors have 
presented logical reasons for tlzei~ co~lclusioxis based on data, In 
contrast, the agenciajs have not presented the screntific results or 
kogical 
aprnents  that ~tupport their "tiews" (i e, their choice of the preferred 
alteuzarlve). Ttie Executive Summary misrepresents the results of rnmy 
of 
these techt~icd studies. For exmpk: 

a. EC7-3: 711e forelst mgrowth studies Ly Hmdd md oll~ers shoxV little 
if 
any forest regrowth oo reclaimed mine sites. It will t& centuries for 
these forests to recover. That fact is not adequately represented by 
dl e 
statement that '.'natural succession . . was slowed." In dditio11 the 
fact 
that '"better rectamatim techniques ... a e  f>ein$ promoted" is fine, but 
no 

evidence has been presented that (1)these reclamation techmques result 
in 
hedthp native foesrs in a eeasonablc penod of time or (2) that mining 
operadons are required to actually use them. 

b. E'i-3: The assessment of length of stream impacted by rnlaing 
actmities 
is a p m  underestimate This estimate is based on anillyses of 
topographic maps, which even at the 1:24,000 scale vastly underestimate 
the 
length of smdl stteams. Nowhere in this EIS lras there been an adequate 
assessment of the actrtd fen& of s t r cm miles potentidly hyacted. 
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17ri3 
is a semus shortcoming. Stuciies done elsewhere in the Appalachians 
have 
shown that only 21% of i3ctual %stream miles we= indicated on 1 :24?CWO 
scde 
maps. A similar analysis should have been done to determine the 
potmtial 
t x k n l  of impact of rnauntaCltap mining in the region. Thcl EIS is 
incomplete a-itlzout this. Yet studies that have been done as part of the 
EIS provide a way to do this. I n ~ m i t t e n t  and perennial streams begin 
in 
watersheds with a median size of 14 and 41 acres respectively. 1t is a 
relatively straightfornard GIs task to use DEMS to &vide the area into 
watersheds and use those rnlnimum watershed areas to set where streams 
begin 
and to assew the length of qtream potentially impacted by the proposed 
activities. This would be a much better assessment t11m that bbsscd on 
1:24,000 maps. 

c. ES-4: 'TJw statement &at 1nining is "d~~racterizad by an increase ia 
minerds in the water" is a gmss misrepresentation of tile data 
presented. 
Sulfate concentrations are 41 time5 greater on mined sites; total 
dissolved 
solids are 16 tmes greater; conductivity is at least ti times p a t e r ;  
and 
selenium is over 7 tirnes greater. Moreover the medim value of selefiiwn 
is 
more t h n  twice the EPA safe drb~kb~g water staxrdard, and 66 violations 
of 
&king water stmdards for selenium were found below vdey  ftB 
sites. 
These are very sigmflcmt Impacts on the chefnicd hiegnty OF our 
Nation's watcrs that hhac not been ndcquatcly addressed in the EIS. 
'These 
hkds of ch~mges impair biologicid itliepity of the wders as well at; 
pose 
threats to haman health, 

d. FS-4: Ncz mention is made of the results of the study '% S u m  s f  
Eight 

Rlyom Aquatic Insect Orders Associated with SmaU I leadwater Streams 
Subject 
to Vatley F21s fmm &lvunvhsas>p cz~dix U, Part 2. This 
study 
clemly showed that there is a &verse aquatic insect fauna associated 
with 
the small lwadwatex streams that are being lost as a result of 
mom taintop 
mining. 

e. ES-4: The statement that ''questions stiU remain regarding the 
correfation of impacts..," is a misrepcesent~tion of the idormation 
the 
technicd study. Fulk et dl show that streams below valley fills h i e  
consistently lower measures of biottc integrity, fewer t axa, and fewer: 

certainty in b e  impacts of mouniain~irp rnming rhm is j~~stified by the 
data presented, 111e data demonstrate clearly &at there is an impact of 
mountaintop m m g  on the b i ~ b g i ~ d  integrity of our EsJ&ot~'s waters. 

goflution-set~sitive taxsa. Only one mined bask had sites with good 
biological integit'y, md that was d~wixx~ one season in the midde of a 
drought "rhe mmnexr in which these d ~ t a  are summanzed here impks levs 

f. EY-4: "fhe statements on the impact of valley fills on hydrology of 
stRarn3 (e.8. changes in baseflow and stnrm responses) are misleading. 
n r e  
fwt that streams below vdley fils have l-ighcr runoff during large 
rmifd events mems thd tlteoc streams are more prone to flooding. 
The 
hydrology shtdies show &at the increuw in storm nmoff rentking from 
mining is greatest in dse largest mixred catcl~ment ad least in the 
smallest 
mined catcfment. ' l b t  says thut R o o h g  md the public safety 
consequences of flood* are of p l l t  coilcern in areas subjected to 
mountgintop mming; it  a1 so says that if larger areas are mined, the 
impacts of flooding will be greater tbm if smaller weas are miued. 
Both 
of &me are extremely rejctzant points to ktcorporate ki EIS endysc.;. 
17rat has not been done in tlus draft. Mountaintop mitling impairs the 
physical integrity of our Nation's waters; this fact bas not been 
sdeguatelg conveyed in the draft EIS. 

--- 
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g. ES-4: M y  comments 1 c and f when combined make an additional point 
d1at 
should hate been coxlsdered in the El$ hut was not. Given much lugher 
concentratrom of chemicbds (some of which c m  be toxic, like selenhm) 
and 
higher storm drscharges leaving valley fills, that mems that downstream 
areas ndl be subjecied to much higher loading (the prdtrct of 
concentration times discharge) of chemicals. This is of great concern 
and 
the EIS should be looking fox dtematives that minimix &is downstwm 
loading. 

h. Smdl headwater strems pmvide lamy valzmble ecosystem sermxs, 
all 
of which are lost when they are l>uried by mottntaintop m i h g .  One such 
service is removd of nutrieuts, which smdl streams do particularly 
well, 
as cl.~own in 1.itndies ptthlislzed in both Nature and Scietzce. This was not 
a c k n o w e  in the &aft EIS. 

1Xe.e numerous examples of misrepresentation of findings of the 
~echnical 
stucties and lack of incorporation of infomation from the published 
scientific literature iuz the draft ETS are cause for p a t  concern abaut 
the way in which science was used to evaluate the envirmmentd impact 
of 
the alternatives. 

2. 'T'lne purpose of the EIS is to develop agency policies and pwceduws 
to 
minin&,e the adverse environmental effects of mountaintop mivling 
aperstions. The alternatives should have been judged based m that, 
Bawd 
on what is writ~en about why &the preferred dtematiw was sdected 
j"heemse of the improved eff"rciemy, coilaboralion, ditiaion of labor, 
benefits to the public and appkcmt$ and the recopidon that some 
proposals will likelj~ be suited for Ips, and others best processed as 
NiW21'3, it is clear that the criterion of &hizing environmental 
impact 
was NOT the basis ou which the dkmative was chosen. That is not how 
the 

law says this shar~ld be &XI.-\ I see Etde ei~vimnmental benefit in the 
alternative chosen. Them rs no way these projects should be pennirted 
tmder a mitionwide pcmit. That qpe of a pennit is only supposed to be 
used if there is no C I ~ E S ~ ~ V E  iTtlp~ct OE the actit-itfps. That  i s  
dearly 
not &e case kcre. As has b m  clearly demonstrated in the technicsl 
studies incltrded with this EfS, there is measurable cumdndve impact- of 
mountgintop mining. Even tbe gross underestimate of the miles of 
s trearns 
buricd by this practice demonstrates the magnitude of this cumulative 
impact. And the impa~t is pelmanefit. Omx these streims are buried, 

hey 
are gone. 'Ihe mapitude win$ pernunewe of this imp~ct m&es it 
cssmtial 
that individrtd g e d b  be require$ for each n k e .  If this requires 
chat 
m o e  iadividuals be hired by the repplator)- age11cy to do these studies 
md 
eV&&Lbns, then increase the pernit fecs tr:, Cover: the Cost of h h g  
the 
additiond persannel. These stuemns are a valuable resource thst 
the mini% operation is eliminating fonver, 

3.  Altern&tte 1 seems more protective of the cnvkxzment &an either 
alternatives 2 or 3 or as action, However, even Action Akemative 1, 
in 
which dl operatiot~s wouki requirt: indi.ridud permit?, veerns to be 
ixlsufjtirjent reduction af the environment4 impacts of moufit&ltop 
m&g,? 
pr imdy because so masly of the critical details are left mspecified. 
For example, mitigation is proposed to replxe aquatic functions &at 
11 ave 
been destroyed. It is not dear that this has ever heear done in any 
stream 
wltigatmn project. W%y was not one of the alternatives considered one 
in 
which streams are p e m m t l y  set aside in conservation casements? 
Prutec~ 
the fmctionkg quatic ecosystems that remain rather khan trying to 
recreate those ccosys tcms, which has proven to hc an elusive goal. 
Development of BMPs offers Ettlc environmutd benefit unless those 
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BMPs 
are enforced. Without the requirement for use of effective BMPs, this 
alternative offer lit& ena-ironmentd betlefit. Merely "improt4 
data collection, shwkg, *ad analysis" d l  cia lit& to benefit dxe 
enmnment  unless there are. strict cequiremcltzts for the reporting of 
the 
kformatiurr collected. \&%at qrjesrions we the data collection and 
analysis 
clesipeci to address? K1io dl do the mwlysis? ?%31at reportmg 
de adline s 
and reviews uldl be ~ c p i r e d i  I am particulwly concerned &uut llrt 
lack 
uf specificity on the types ofbiological malalyses &at tviE be required 
of 
individual permits and of the analyses of ecosystem function t h d  will 
be 
requited in individud permit$. Bath biota and ecosystem function are 
impacted by mountklintop mmiag; tt is c n d d  that the penn~tti~g 
xAvities adequately assess those bsses so &at the true costs of 
mountaintop mining can be determined and &equate compensation pravided 
to 
rhc public fox heir losses. T h e  EIS placcs much weight on dcvelopent 
of 
f~mctxmd assessments hy the CUE, but at present these are just 
prumises. 
Ir is not at all clear how these would be done; md if they are not done 
correctly, then appropriate permitting and mitigation decisions cannot 
be 
made. 

5. The technical studies show that larger mining operations have 
@ead;er 
environtnental impact. Clearly one dternative considenxi should have 
been 
to limit the size of these operations. 

5 .  Designation of areas unsuitdde far fiLL (ADID) is aa important 
activity. l'kere is no wag to judge wheuher t h s  is gokg to be done 
appropriately based 011 information in this EIS If done comctly, h i s  
cctutd be an importm~ way to protect these resources. If not done weU, 
it 

6 In general, &e proposed alternative offers many promises but 
inadequate details (e.g. BMIJs, ADID, etc. as outlined above) an &at is 
gokg to be done by whom, wbm, md whgt is going to be recommmded vs. 
rctqrxired. 

OverdlL1, I fid this draft EXS has serious shoctcomurgs in the manner in 
which science was reparted and used t5 evaluate alternatives and in the 
alternatives cmsrdered, None of the alternatives considered would 
adequately- reduce the ent4mnmentd irnpxcts of mountaintop mining. It 
is 
essenhal [hat 831 aJkxmlJve k1c11trie restrictiuns on the s i ~ e  oC valley 
fiUs .sad include specific statements on how rccomrnendaZior~s will be 
tmylaen ted . 

Jtidith L. Meper 
Distiaguished Research Professor of Fxo1og-y 

PHONE 700-542-3363 
FAX 706-542-3394 
meyed&aparc.eco1o~,ug~.edu 
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Greg Miles Sue Miles 

Re: Mountaintop Mining 

t am writing to tsxpwss my opposition ta mountaintop mining for coal, the PMWSS of removing 
mountain and hill tops for skip mining, and depos'rting the rubbfe into sunaundlng strearnrs and 
vabys. I 
This pmcefis has destfOpd over 700 mike of 5trecdmS in the Appsriachisn Mournins ainm 
1985, and continues to destroy impIact48bk ripahn haWts. 

It is w m g  to destroy thk precious h a m ,  and to forewr deprive future g@nm$hs of these 
beautiful pfacm. One asp& of this that I5 &&Wi8& troubling: how much energy Is produced 
from the destruction of o m  of thwe stmrmma? Is it @few days of energy for ia mile OP so of 
stream? Energy that ia consumed In relative moments, and a stream that :t gone forever. 

Thank you, 

To: ITS. En~4iisonrnentd Protection Agency, Region 3, Phitadclpiiia, PA 
From: C. Sue Miles, Ph .D., Morgantort.n, WV 26508 
Re: Public Ckrnment. Letter of Protest, Drafi EIS: Mountaintop Mining 1x1 
AppdaclGa. 

"Shere are three particularly significant long-rmge issues k~fluencing the overall 
enew-envisonment:d-econoinic status of the United States, as well ss dl the other 
cormtries on e d h .  

I .  Natural resources sr@ being depleted at  an idarming rate relath-e to Lke age of the 
earth, and relative to the loltlgtean Euturr: of man-kind on earth. 'lhe rate of 
utilizstion of coal needs to be brought under some control relative to potenhd far 
serving mankind for hundreds of pner~t ions Into the filmre. As a long tern 
supporter for the reality axid work of the EIS I must implore you not to be led astray 
from oiigind cumruittment and to present &is issue md point ~ L z  t l ~ e  direction of 
progress. 

2. PoUutants such as sulfu~ oxides, n i t r q p  oxides, atrd esgecislup ozone (fanned 
from these previatts two pollutants) are xcumutatitlg in the earth's atmosphere at BI 

ulcrdblp high rate. Mmy m a s  ofthe United States, fox exmrnple, src u~ider ozotre 
manitorkg with hedtlr effects on fiumms md mhals  dready recognizrtble, Further, 
the microscup~c pzlrf culates spread over lav areas are cmying dsarbed hazardous 
cmcer-causing pollutants such as polynuclenr aromatic hpdrocsrbo~~s and trace 
efemeuts idud ing  unercurg, arsenic, c~dmirun, mmptlese, selenium, et.d in trigktlp 
activated forms. 'The EIS needs to present these issues and indicicate some of the 
directions fur resoltttim, 

3- Global warming is occurring on earth at an ahrming rate, tis tswdenced by recent 
studies reported in the United States, Europe, Jrrpm and other countries. Greenhouse 
gases are widlout question R major contributor, if m t  the primary cause. ?hue  gases 
are the carbon dioxide, methane and other gases ir~sdverteultlp released to the 

-- 
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Lean & Lucille Miller 

atmosphere as a result of fossil meqg usage. The earth's werage surface temperatpure 
t s  increasing, tlie polar ice caps are rneith~ng, the ocean le'cp~zls are rising, and weather 
couditions arotirnd tile world are being affected. These euvkomentd x l p c t s  result 
from cod use, among other fossil hnels. T h e  EfS needs to preseat the $obd warmkg 
problem with its itnpcts md indicate alternatives for resolution with& h e  context 
o w  our nlrrctzt cncrgy and cnuironrncnt policies. 

7he abaw issues are fbndasnentd, profound, c u m t ,  aad relevant to every region of 
the Gaited  state^. Only if we address these issues at ewry level of govem~nent, the 
private scetur, and the non-profit md volunteer services cm we reduce the lwge 
irnpxtfikelp to occur in dxe long-tern, if not the short-term, future. E d  of us as 
citizens and iftlzahitant~ of this Ewtb hat-c a re~~otlsibilitp to help. 
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Mark Miller 

Mark E. Miller 

Mr John Forren, 
I live in Prestonsburg, KY, born & raised there. I serve on our 

local 'Tourism Board, I: seme on one of the b o d s  of our Big Sandy 
C o m u d t y  & Tecfiniml C01Eege, My wife t'e 1 have three grown children & two 
grandkids, all living in the Codfields. Fsom our prospective as 
residents, homeowners, parents, business Mks Bt concerned citizens about 
the future of this regioa, we write to show ow support for Mountain Top 
Mining, lacally, our newest twrist attsaction is the beautiful Stonecrest 
QoE Course. This course was identlficd as the post mining land use as part 
o-F the approved miniag plan, with most of the nlztjar 18fidscaping done by the 
mining company as part of their nclamation, On the ecoaomic front, our 
newest mqjor employer to the area is the Big Sandy Federal Prison, also 
made possible by flat land created by mountain top mining. 'This facility 
has mated same 400 jobs in an area of our $me with m e  of thte highmt 
unemployment ratios. As a result, mmy new families have relmstted to this 
am,  boosting sales of new & existing homes, several of which have bee11 
built on redaimed mine land, These are only .a few of the many pczsitive 
examples of p s t  mimifig land irsw ift a u  region. 

Mask E, Miller 
635 University Rive 
Prestonsbwg, KY 41 653 

1 _ 1 1 
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Cod is a pwjous resource, Mouatain Top Mining is the most 
efficient mothod of mining, if's tho only method that allows for removal 
of the enrite mat seam. Today's mining companies are responsibly run 
operations. that not an1 y cornpl y with laws written to protect our natural 
~sowces, but ow residents & communities as well. k t ' s  contmue to mine 
responsibly by proven methods including Mountain Top Rer~lovd. 

Thanks for allowing cmrnents oa this must i m p m n t  issue. 



Mary Miller 

Wary Miller .., . .-., - 
P C? Box 124- 
Sylvester, 4, V, 25193 

RE: Or~posing Mount;afntop Removal Minlng 
Mr. Forren, 

Kountalntap Removal Mining o f  coel tad&$ is massive 
Ruination not hnlp t o  bhe beautiful A ~ p a l m c h i ~ n  Hovntains 
o f  ;.last Vfr-lnia but %o e v e r y  c r e ~ t u r e  whose exlseance 
depends on t h e s e  rnovntafns f o r  s u r v i v a l ,  an& t o  the  
Cl t i zens  who Zles in %hem, 

It is ? o l l u t i n g  oub air, contmninating our Streams 
and Rivers, fleodlng our properties, thmaten-lng our health 
expoafng us to harmful  chem2cals, threaeens our very Iffe .  

Them i s  no j u s t i@oa t ion  far the 8ama.ge to o u r  
en~fronmsnt an8 the Cit izens  of West V i r  glnia.  

Sincerely' ,  

a t w m  bum c c t P l t a m m  T t L E e t L v r r r ~ t b t e w q  gocs 

up the amaka stack nnd ha& dmwkd. Ttte sulfur in $ h i  smoke combines with 

eneyc?aurto&elreati~~ir-rs"ghanito 

n s t k  Over Nme, thedbllitp afonr aatXo~? ta produce nuidthus Bud is bdRg bt. 

W4m gnrpbwk ndrt itan& on f ~ c 8 4  it ~ t t  QM r n h m l s  fa the so& 

the h e r  by acid brcrnkdcrroa ef the &dose fibers. Tbe trees are 

the & d s  oat offhe so& that 'tbop rr& Pad *t the same 
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rep10vaI-dazkEggbeercllhQeItbebeaper. Ifrr 

miner cm mine caal c h e a p  thnn hls rfvala, then he csn increase profits and 

when a few o w m  warted doing tW8 a whB@ EE barrk, the 

othera had to f@ow, or be pat out of bmhess. The muit h~ b t  am1 is ~beapct 

than t usledto ha 

C B ~ W  energy prnduilled by that coal Ifom4 for energy 

utBm Company, C~oastsUation Energy, Dominion 

$ a h  nnd wind 

Wptb the Fwt that there 19 no need to bqy fud for wiMf urd mfar pawu, those 

s a u m  stin an't wmpete. ag;ainst malt. Coaf powered energy C so cheap that others 

just canat roonpete w@ L 

Cad woatd nlvt. be ro cheap % eod bad to pay for add dn, mercury mi 

sm Jl pdcahtas  emission$ w b n  d W e  cmis9i~~1s. But they &n94 so 

de211er soarea ofeaeqfy are W$ Iropt off the marlre& 

totr darned cfieq. Tb& Em even FS the parmlt praoe~s m that part d l  be 

a little cheaper for the coal e~~ l l fs  Iseg'vc gat s. good seam going hex& 
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Now oar FreMwS George W. Bush baa decided te lee 17,000 coal burning power 

plants off t b t ~  hook bg oat ~~~~g them ta tfi& e&sion$ when the 

upgn%.de the rest of atre pbnt Tkey aciU not be requlred to mroAt thm plants with 

advrtneed doctr&$tzrtIc preeipitatm, l k  wp9bodi or bag honse flitem. InstqJ, 

America wUI continue to die a etm death &om acid rain, aaercaq md am&m 

nnilssiowi, pwtkutate9 and h&bw tbu nw~%ary tarha dioxide emissionr; far a 

mupk mare decades, nnleas Congress gets m ~ c  backbaae froao soltldwbw, 

M~~ id Agpdclacbbt, mhhg eoatpnnfe *re jabitaat. me optims 

presented in the Mottntahtop Removal B%3 don't indude qufPZng Approximate 

CIrigfd Contaar9 nor Stieam BuKer Zanie,  tor my restrictions & ddeptk @wfley 

II, number of streams buried, aar my otfrer sigslficgat chaage in business ss usurml. 

The aninimg cornpsaiea are 

caa uae to f a d  off fftfien wmplaints and Iawuih Legitimate in that Tt h M y  

alli have bribed the poiItidaas a 

The MTR-EIS . b t b  about .tree 

The soil L pae. An? thase r n b g  cmp~~) ies  rally g o h p  to bridg in maugh mso8 

f'wm somewhere dse such ffiQt trecg will Ewe a e h e e T  Then musk be: epough mB 

1-5 

depth, and there mnst be enough o 

these cornpanits are f o r d  to do raclamation c o d y 9  then I will spphud. ht it 

wnt be hag& qensive for them to do thk cormetty, and I think they wlll instead 

ettt and ma It is  what otbtz compfdiea have done for a low tinat. 



Phyllis Mingo Georgia Miniad 

Deau Mr. F-: 

Geargia Miniard 
237 Conley Hit1 
Bledsoe, Kentucky 408 10 

Ms. John F o m  
U.S. EPA (3EA30) 
l ti50 Amh Street 

, Phiiadetphia, PA 19103 

RE: h v i r a n m e n ~  Impact Statement relalive to Mountaintop Mining and Valley Fills in 
the Appalachia 

I: wodd like to submit my comnents on the Gnvironmmtaf Impact 
Strrtement relative to Mountaintop Mining and Vdley Fills in the Appalachia. 
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Steve Miniger 
- 

developed so we could 'keep up with everyoa6 dse. If we make the mining replations 
stricter and we loose the minine, industry thcn we have no way to make a lving. 
Minimum wage jobs put your income below the federal poverty level. Without the 
mining industry that is all we would h v e  Iefi. With the mining jobs our economy is in 
homile shape. Whew would we be without them? Due to all the: d e s  and regulations 
the mines have had to cut their work force to a bare minimum. This has stta&y affected 
our economy. Some people can't s m  to undcrsmd that h e  more money people eam 
the more they will spend and the 1- they %am the less they spend. This directly affects 
the shape tfic axmomy will be in, Without the rn- jobs at1 we wodd hwe left in the 
Appalachia's would be people who are on some lricrd of fixed income, The 
fixmilies would have R 6  other choice but to leave 31 order to find work. We have already 
lost PI large majority of these people due to the cut backs that have alreeufy occurred in the 
mining industry, When ihe working people who are raising fmilics start leaving &en you 
loose your tax base that supports yaur schoots as welt ets other p r o ~ ~ s .  We are seeing 
schooIs bdng closed due to the smdl tax b w  md the i d  of enough students to warrant 
them remaining open. So now due to all the rules and m&ufations put on tihe mining 
industxy not only the mining industry is s u f f i n g  now our education systems ace dm. 
You sce if's a ripple effect. When you take sway the god w a p  you afsa take away the 
tax base that supports public programs such as education. Not ody the coal miners mffa 
from it; everyone else suRw right along with them. Students loose their rigfit to 8 s o d  
education. Twchers and school persome1 loose their jobs. It just never seem to end! 
Pfesss: leave the cod indww alone so we am continue to earn a Iiving in this area. 
Please do not sign this draft EIS into law. 

Sincerely, 

*&wubn~ 
Georgia Miniard 

What good is dl of our mles and regulations if we can't am a living? 
The lay of the l a d  in &is wea is not suit&& for building or o?hw inidustries, Once 
mountain top removal mining is completd and the land is property redaimed it is then 
suitable for these other use?, Our tmk of properr roads, p r o p  public utilities (i.e. swage, 

158 R d d  Wbllow Rd. 
Sod, Wv 25564 
auguq 24,2003 

10-3 -2 

I find the long-lm proteaion of our AppSachian Mountains seriously flawed. 

water and garbage service) are the m n  we don't have industries in addition 50 cod 
mining. Our state g o v m e n t  has taken the coal txmmmlcs: tax monies md us& it in the 
northern part of our state instead of using it to see that our roads and public utilities were 

- 
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Mr. John Fmm 
US. Environmentat Protection Agency 
1656 Arch Street Philadelphia, PA 19103 

Dear Mr, Fomn, 

yon io dd our why tl& pmctlao is going te, 
scfen&dv h t  we we trpldina short-term 
for l@tg-ter$l lirrbilipfor the ca'mmmi&h md cftiPer;ir who w ~ l  be &&!id for 

WUnsg. 

The B d  srbh&?mti.on'$ m dratt ai?&S~-t& ftnpact StatemWt on & hp~pet Of 
mountaintop removal detail the negative long-term imp& of such potiey: the long-t& negative 
environm&td effecrs of Mountaintop ternoval arc widespread, devastahg, and permanent Why 
does the &aft FJS Drowse zero d c t i o n s  on the size of d e v  fnls that burv streams nor limits 
onthennmbaraf&r& offarest that cranbedsstmyed? ~hy&tmha~d*etai fedd&ns 
h t  will pmkd wildlife and 3ong-tarm 
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Denver Mitchell 

From: Denver Mitchall 
Gsn Delivery 
Wilkinwn, W.Va 25863 

MTMNF Draft PEG Public Comment Compendium A-1 103 Section A - Citizens 



September 2, 2003 

Denver MLtcbelL 
P . 0 .  Box 98 
Wf lkinaon, W 25653 

Thls is  your frfwxl, Denver Mitcherll, i n  Logan County, You told m e  
t o  wrsti! a l i t t l e  article expressing my opinfon about: nountarin-top ternoval. 
M opfnion about mountain-top removal. I think i t  is a dirty ahama for  
t i e  people tha t  l i v e  i n  them val leys  and om homes and businemies. 1 
cannot  understand why pao l a  tpho live i n  the  State of WV in Lo 
are not concerned about &air property and t h a t  
at nauntain-tap samaval changed, they a re  gain 

f o s t  and m i l l i ~ o s  of do l l a r s  mrrh of property 

You know that the! c a a l  corn anies do not think about us i n  the va l l e y s .  
Ye h o w  the same i s  w i t h  the  C4mber industry. It r e  do not  take the 
bul l  by the Itorn, now and march a g i n s t  mountain-top removal, we era 
going t o  lose  ever thing that wet krve worked foe. We know f o r  ouraelvss 
that r e  were hare %&ore Hasmy C o d  Comptmy. Hsissey Coal does not 
care s h u t  us. 

t 

If we want t o  s w a  l i ve s  f n  the  futtlte, we have t o  g e t  er hold of 
t h i s  prcblam before i t  i s  too l a t e .  T see i t  in my Spirtt, oceans oE 
uiathr, coming d m  i n  the vallaps.  Somethfng has to ba done rfght 
now. XE you. want t o  run  this a r t i c l a ,  you may do so, but ue'hsvo t o  
work fast on this matter. If WB wait any longer, a tragic death Its 
facing tha peoplrz. We bvta to t r y  to  educate the przopLe that  l ive  
in t h e  lowland streams. 

+hank you very much. May Gad be with us  a l l .  

Yours Truly , 
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HOW TO CONTACT THE OFFICE OF 

U.S. SENATOR JAY ROCKEFELLER 

DUE TO THE DISCOVERY OF ANTHRAX fN THE HART 
SENATE OFFICE ~UILDINO, SENATOR ROCEFELLER'S 
WASHINGTON OFFICE IS CLOSED UNTIL FURTHER 
NOTICE. POSTAL MAIL 18 NOT BEINS RECEWED DURING 
THIS f M E  IN THE WASHINGTON OFFICE 

SENATOR ROCKEFELLER'S FOUR WEST VlRSllrJR 
OFFICES REMAIN OPEN, FULLY STAFFED, AND ABLE PO 
RECEIVE YOUR LF3TERS AND PHONE CALLS. 

UNTIL THE WASHINGTON OFFICE REOPENS, FL!38E 
DIRECT ANY INQUIRIES TO THE STATE OFFICE NEAREST 
YOU: 

WARLESTON 
Of f i ce  of Senatar Jay 

W O N T  
Office of Senator Jay RocicefeAIetr 

August IS, 2003 

- 
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'West wrginia 

September 2,  2003 

Denver Mitchel l  
P.0. box 98 
Wilkinson, WV 25653 

To Concerned Cit izens:  

This  i s  your f r i end ,  Denver Mitchel l ,  i n  Logan County. You told me 
t o  w r i t e  a l i t t l e  a r t i c l e  expressing my opinion about mountain-top removal. 
My opinion about mountain-top removal. I think i t  i s  a d i r t y  shame f o r  
the people t h a t  l i v e  i n  these v a l l e y s  and own homes and businesses .  f 
cannot understand why peo le who l i v e  i n  t h e  S t a t e  of WV i n  Logan County 
a r e  not concerned about tRe i r  property and t h e l r  land,  X f  WE do not  

e t  tnountain-top removal changed, they a r e  going t o  be thousands of l i v e s  
fon t  and mi l l ions  of d o l l a r s  worth of property dnnnge. 

You know t h a t  the c o a l  companies do not  th ink  about u s  i n  t h e  valleys,  
We know t h e  same 5s with t'he titfiber industry.  Zf we do no t  take the 
b u l l  by the horn,  now and march aga ins t  mountafn-top removal, we are  
going t o  lose everything t h a t  w e  have worked f o r .  We know f o r  ouraetves 
t h a t  w e  were hare  be fore  Massey Coal Company. Massay Coal does not 
c a r e  about us. 

I f  we went t o  save l i v e s  i n  the f u t u r e ,  we have t o  g e t  s hold of 
t h i s  problem before I t  i s  too l a t e .  f s e e  l t  i n  my S i r i t ,  oceans of 
water, coning down i n  the  valleys. Sonething has t o  pe done, r i g h t  
now. tf you want t o  run t h i s  a r t i c l e ,  you may do 8 0  but  we have t o  
work f a s t  on t h i s  m a t t e r .  If we wait  any longer ,  a i r a g i c  death I s  
facing the  people. We have t o  t r y  t o  educate the  people t h a t  l i v e  
i n  the lawland streams. 

Thank you very much. May Gad be with us  a l l .  

Yours Truly, 

- 
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REc'D OCT 0 g 

Em: Denver htlitctrdI 
Wilk&mn, W.Va 24653 
Tclophone 946-401 9 

To whom it may coneeun: 
My n m e  ig Dmiwr Mtch&. I'M writing this httw to p u  about the 

con~ern for the livw ofthe people M a  live in West V i  The sludge 

... " 

OCTOBER 15,  2003 

Denver Mi tche l l  
P,O. Box 98 
Wilkison, W 25653 

Deer SLr, 

Hy name f s  Denver Mitchel l .  I ' m  wr i t i ng  you t h i s  l e t t e r  t o  l e t  you 
know what i s  going on i n  the  c o a l f i e l d  i n  WY. The c o a l  indust ry  i s  r i pp fng  
and raping our land and no t  t ak ing  any r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  f o r  our water ways. 
I think i t  is a  shame and d i s e r a c e  to  the n e o ~ l e  t h a t  l i v e  i n  the  low 
land streams. L f e e l  t h a t  thgy are going t o  be many l i v e s  l o s t  and 
mi l l i ons  of doahars worth of proper ty  damage on account of mountsin Crsp 
removal adding t o  the  danger t h a t  the  c o a l  companies a r e  doing. They 
a r e  bui ldin  dams and s lu sh  ponds out  of rock and s l a t e ,  We a l l  know 
t h a t  t hese  t/ains w i l l  d e t e r i o a t a  over  tha  years  and w i l l  not  ho ld  the  
water.  I'm not  aga ins t  any wan working. But t h e r e  is a r i g h t  way and 
a wrong way t o  do a n y t h h g ,  That I s  why I ' m  w r i t i n g  you t h i s  f e t t e r .  
I'm asking you f o r  some type of donation to  h e l p  educate  the  people  i n  
the  va l l eys .  I c a n t t  understand why our s ena to r s  and govenore and our 
judges s o  e a s i l y  i s s u e  permits  t o  these  big  carpczrations. I s e e  a v i s ion  
of what i s  coming upon the  people i n  WV.  That ' s  why we t he  people have 
t o  s t a r t  doing something now, before i t ' s  too l a t e .  

That i a  why I ' m  eskhg you for some type of donat ion.  That I (night 
he lp  educate  t h e  peop3.e t h a t  Live i n  t he  Xow land s t reams.  I am a 
person t h a t  i s  an a l i t t l e  monthly Social  Secu r i ty  check. I am a rnernber 
o f  the Environmental group, 1'm asking you t o  r ead  t h i s  i n  good fa i th .  
As I s a i d ,  I'm not  aga ins t  any man working. 

Anytime you remove vege ta t ion  Erorn the  mountain tops ,  I t ' l l  cause 
f l a s h  f looding,  ff these  b i g  c o a l  conipanles want t o  mine c o a l  t h i s  
way, I c t  them t ake  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  f o r  our water ways. 

In my s p i r i t ,  I see  a v i s i o n  of what i s  coming upon the  people 
t h a t  l i v e  i n  the  low land stream a reas .  My f a t h e r  worked i n  the  c o a l  
mines while he was l i v i n g  and he d i d  work the  r i g h t  way, So I ' m  asking 
you t o  he lp  tne get  the  c o a l  companies t o  go back t o  the  r i g h t  Way of 
g e t t i n g  coa l .  There have been many f loods  s i n c e  they s t a r t e d  mautain 
top removal. I ' m  a f r a i d  t h a t  iE we don ' t  e t  t t h i s  changed, t he re  is 
going t o  be another  Buffa lo  Creek flood an8 the cosl conpmies  w i l l  
say i t  was a act of God. But i t  wkLl be an act of man, May Cod have 
merry on a l l  of us. Thank you f o r  l i s t e n i n g .  

S ince re ly ,  

Denver Mitchel l  

-" -+< -- 
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I would like to thank this Committee for the opportunity to submit comments concerning 
the DraR Programmatic Bnvironmmtal Impact Statmmt. Having worked with, md in, 
the coal mining community for more than 27 pars, I f'l I am qualified to speak h m  an 
industry standpoint, Though I work for m undgrpund mining operation at this poi* 
my career has induded designing, permitting, and consbructing ~ m e r o u s  small to Iage 
surfwe mining operations, which include valley or head-of-hollow fills. 

The H3IS is !a addrms concerns arising from the surface mining of coal, In particuliq 
steep slope mining and the assooiat& valby fills, which malca mining of thko areat; 
feasible. Though not spccifioal3y addiwsed in either the "Executive 3ummmyy' nor the 
"Purpose and Ned', the recomendatim contained in ths EIS will Bbct d l  form8 of 

- ooal mining in the App81ac~an coatfields, as the deveiiopmmt of undermund mines, and 
the need for coat refhe fills, also require fills in valleys or head-of- hollows. 

My review of the EXS hag resulted in the foliowing statsments: 

1. No Aetioi~: 
a, This is not an alternative. There are adecpate regulatory plpgrams etnd 

polioies in pfwe to address our oblietions under SMCM and the CWA, 
The coordination htween the various Agencies mast be improved, with 
this EIS being an example. The Notice of Intent to develop the ETS was 
published on February 5,1999, and we are submitting comentsl on the 

. . D W T  EIS today, nearly four md one-half yam later. 

Under Action Altemtive I, the COP3 would take the lead in determining 
the lo~ation and 8ize of valley fills, and most projects would rcquiro and 
Individual Permit, The EIS lists in Table 1I.C-1 under the No Action Plm, 
that Ells in wabershds of Ie$s &than 250 generally quati@ for a W 21, 
which is only the case in West Virginia, as pm the agmment reached in 
Bragg v. Robatmn. 
The delineation of arcs  as unsuitable for filling, 8s dwribed under the 
Advmce Identifioation (ADID) provisions of Alternative I, coutd prohibit 
under~ound mine development, Underground mines generally require a 
temporary storage area for the material (overbmden) generated during tbc 
minr: site constmcGon, Should apotenlid fill area be pre-designated klrr 
unsuitable or prohibited for filling under the ADD, an otherwise 
ecmomicntlly and teohnicafly fedble reserve would be sterilized, By the 
same t o k q  h reserve8 are mketabb &day without passing through ot 
prqaration plmt, The byprodub of cod ptepmtion are not raark&able 
at this time, and must be stored in a stable location, In the Appalachian 
oaalfields, this necessitata in the comtruction of refuse fills and 

impoundm.ents, The use of ADD tends to ignore: the possibility that a 
s k m  affect4 by a tempomy fill could be restored to a fulzGtional status, 

temporal impwtg m W  ba evaluated, md adequate wmpansat.ion provided. 
The use of AaID appears to preclude thh avenue. 
The requirement fir an Lndividual Permit for dalf proposed fills wilt 
increase the permitting burdm of industry, and tax the capabilities of the 
replatory agencies to procms the wpplicatione in ;a timely manner, 
Tlre use of MOA's and POP'S will result in two separate reviews, and does 
nothing to relieve the problems of separate reviews that we now f i d .  

Action Altemive E: 
a. This alternative eliminates severd ofthe objections of Action Alternative 

I, though a separate determinittion for CWA and SMCRA compliance 
remains, and 

b, f i e  ADID provision rmsins, the objection to which is stated above. 
c. T h  St~.eam Buffer Zone (SEE) regulatiom would poesibiy be modified, 

disrupting pr&ic~~ and polioies that have: been accepted by both industry 
and the regulatory c o m u d t y  for more than twenty years. 

It should be noted that in this: imediate area, some oftha benefits of mountnintop 
~ m o v a l  mining and valley fills are being mjoyed, That area where the Hazard 
M[ospital, the National Chard Armory, a hotel, shopping center and residential area am 
constructed on a formex mine site on which 1 worked in tht? 1980's. The Hazard R@gional 
Airport is located on mother former mine site, Elk was first reintroduced to eastern 
KenWcky on a former mine site, 

Action Altmative UI: 
a, The objections fotmd in the above ~I tm~t t ives  sse removed, with the 

exception of the potentid SBZ rule modiflcadon. 

Eliminatian of n~ount[tintop m~ova l  mining slnd the vafl6y fiIls assa~iated with them will 
satis@ a amdf core of society, most of whom do not even r d d e  in ths affected areas. 
Apparently, their goah do not iwlcludc providing c~nployment in the Appslachh 
coctlfields, other thRn minimm w a s  eco-towism jobs, nor do they consider the3 
beneficial cotlateral effmts enjoyed fry others, We hear that the cod can be mined by 
6 t h ~  methods, such a8 undergtound mining, but if HI opsration c m o t  be cost 
competitive, it will not succmd. Coal production will continue to shiA to the western 
coalfields, and the economic gaim of the east will ccsnse if we ban mountaintop removal 
and valley or head-of-hollow Ells. Once lost, we may never mpin the economic strength 
we now enjoy. 

1 -4 

PO Drawer C 
St. Charles, Virginia 24282 

---- ---- 
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Wm Montgomery John Mooney 

Dear Sir: 

John Fi. Maorr~y 
?'I) and Rqgonal Mmager 
ph 304-522-5757 or 276-679-3311 
fax 304 522 5401 

--  - 
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Mark: Morgan. 

Forwarded by David RiderRBfUSEPANS on 01/06/2004 03:55 PM ---- 
Grey 
qp?ybarr@yahao c To R3 Mountaintop$EPA 
om> CC 

Gutyect Mountaintop Removal 
11/06/2003 07 14 
PM 

To Whom it May Concern, 

I felt a need to add my story and brief thoughts on Mountaintop Removal. 
Below are same of my personal encounters reganling this topic. 

I lwed my first 23 years tn Southern West Virginia a chlld.1 played 
hi&-and-aeek In the rich farrests n&w my home, learned to dnve m a 
windmg dirt road amid the mutautarm, and went to college tn the mmmg 
shadows of these magestic figures that symboifte West Vtrgin~a Flytng 
away from t b  countrysi&, I looked down from the plane and felt my 
heart stnk as 1 s9w what was happening to the mutalns ail around my 
home Large pzrtclles of bare earth where ancient trees were once rooted 
are b ing  swallowed up, evefaore, in every flight I take berck home Wlmt 
can i do3 I we& to a coal stte m (Lewis County WV) where the workmen 
stat@d appeasrngly that they replant new trees as th@ law d~ ta t e s  
However I soon found, by the admittance of these workmen at the at@, 
that these "generrc"sapf~ngs will Only grow 4-feet tall--yet fit the 
loop-holed requrements of state law If by tellng my perspective on 
Moutantop Remvaf w~ll make make the smtlest dlfferenw In charyng 
thls practice, then I wdl feel more relieved as I fly once more to 
forever my home 

Thank you for you t~m. Reply to this emaii rs not required 

B Mofgan 
A Concerned West Virgtnian 

With kindest regards, Mark Morgan 

1 am an attarney in Danvilk, Kentucky who has k e n  involved with mining issues since 
1974. I have worked in the ccmts, on Capital 1-511 and in many towns in Ewtern 
Kentucky a d  West Virginia to ensure that SMC'ZL4 was enacted in 1937 and that it: is  
enEotced since then, In the past I cadd courlt an bdh EPA and OSM to assist in this 
effort to edorce the law and to protect csnviromentsl resources, Numerous federal 
studies have consistently provea Chat buffer zones are essential to prodding at least 
minimal protection to water r",soures  fro^ rnitritl$ poIfutia& In $975 and 1976 when we 
were romlffo~siulg SMCRA to irllow mumtain top removal all sides to the deb& 
understood this practice of mountain top removal would be the very ratre exception to 
AW mining. Instead we find mt, tap to now be the industry mm. This is an 
unforgmbfe t m ~ t y .  This prikctirn reflects a lack of will to errforce by both the EPA and 
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OSM. It is time fix the federal government to st 
weaken truffer ;cone pratections, Streng&en them! Also, withdraw SMCRA approval of 
tnt top mining. It is q p t l l n g  obvious that bath EPA.anb OSM we too weak to enforce 
federal laws so that Cangre-slss' original inknt that mnt. top removal mining wlruld be a rare 
exception cannot be itcconlplitihed due to the current pljrical climate. Thank LOU for 
your &tention tatlrese matters. Please do your job md stop EPA from being party to the 
weakening of essential envimnmental protections. 

1 - 10 



131mm D m  NO. 
@lt7) 4s-7884 

January 19, 2004 

Mr. John Forron 
V.S. ERA (3En30) 
1650 arch street 
Philadelphia, PA 19103 

REC'D JhH 13 8% 

RE: Limit Plountaintop Coal Removal Mining 

Dear Mr. Forren: 

I am a long timer member of t h e  Izaak Walton League of 
America and keep currliant on envfronmentel i s sues .  T h i s  
t r a v e s t y  of use of ouz n a t u r a l  resources  can neveu be 
mldone. Please t h i n k  of f u t u r e  generat ions over  t h e  s h o r t  
tern use  of t h i s  f o s s i l  fuel. It w i l l  be burnt  and inc rease  
a c i d  r a i n  end fo rgo t t en .  The devas ta t ion  l e f t  i n  its wake 
will remain an ugly scar f o r  a l l  tim~me. 

I understand balancing competing needs, but  unless there i s  
an abso lu te  need t h a t  w i l l  be l e f t  u n f u l f i l l e d  by t h e  
absence of t h i s  f u e l ,  p l e a s e  reconsider  t h e  EPA's pos i t ion .  

Very Truly Yours, 

w 
J. J e f f r e y  Morris 

Very 'i'ruly Yours, 
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Robert Moss 

Accordrrtg to the a&rrmstrat~m's &aft Envrionmer~td InlpW!. Stakrfrai~t @IS) on ~io~tntamtctp 
rcrmovr~f coal rnrnlng. t h t  envtmnrnrntnl ~f fe r ts  ofrnntmtarntq rernovd an: wr&prc.sd, 
drv;asht1~1& und prntrnr~rrit Yet khe drjlit EIS ptoposes ria reatrrkms uri the m e  of valley fills t l ~ t  
bury streams, n o  l~rntts o n  the number of acres of forest thal Can he destroyed, r m  prnterrtons for 
rrnpmnled nkllrTe, and no aafegiards frir tlzc ctrrrrtriurztt~rs of prupk ~lrxt depend oti itte regmi's 
i~aturi~l m m t ~ c  ts For rt-tmmsebes ~ n d  Fiiture gene mtions. 

dtrcxt mpacts to streams would be greatly lessened by reducmg the rtze nf the w l k y  fills where 
mining warns arc durnpcd on top afstmams 

- 
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Robert Mueller 

-- -- -- 

MTMNF Draft PEIS Public Comment Compendium A-11-15 Section A - Citizens 



--- Forwarded Ky David fider/R3/USEPA/I!S on 01/08/2004 01:43 PM ----- 

In August of 2 0 2 ,  I hd die opportunity to fly in a small plane over parts of 
Kntlawlra aid Doone &unties hi southern West Virginia. I was u~tebctually 
aware nf the practice known as mountaintop m o V d  mining, but nothtng 
prepared me for the shock of what I saw that afternoon. 1 saw vast areas 
cmpktely denuded ad cllmged forever. Forests were pnc,  and stream 
am+c buried. hid, perhaps mast distrcssiag of dl, this was not an isolarcd 
occurrence. AS far as I could see for many miles in any cl~rectiorx, s i m d ~  MIR 
sites wens revealed like festeiing ammds in the earth. I consi&reci it then, and I 
can consider it now, an ulgod'iy practice, unwor&y of ci.6iltzed maa, dn 
abomianticm, a sacrilege. 

It is indefensible that the Bash dministriation plmuis to continue to let coal 
companies destroy Apy alachia with mining practices that let-el mountait~tops, 
wipe out fnrcsts and hurg strcams in the t-alieps below. This practice is 
danqjng not only to the ctaviro~ment, but directly threatens Immes and 
communities anywhere near lrucl~ operations. Many small towns in soudiem 
West Wirginia have b a n  rcduccd to virtual ghost towns due to the dsmniyu: 
caused by this rnming p r d c e .  

Mauntnintop removal mining and valley fills should not he dowed cld the 
laws MJ. regulatwns ~har  protect clam water must. not be la 

particular, 1 oppose the pmpmal to chmge the stream buffer Tone rule that 
p m M h  mkitlg activity within 100 feet of streams. This mle should be strictly 
enforced for vaUep ffis and 1x1 all other cases. In addition, &c classificatron of 
vatley fill that excfudes it from the dehition of waste and thus allows ir- to be 

The Ruah ~hinistrstinn's "preferred alhrn&vefl for addressing the ammous 
problems caused by raount&top removal cud miting is to weaken existmg 
environments\ protections. ?'he draft HS proposes lrtre&itlg the permitting 
process, allowhg mountaintop removal md associated valley f&s to continue at 
m ilcceleratd rate, Tfie draft EIS ta doing away with a surface 
mini% nrle that makes it inept fo tidies to disturb areas within 100 
feet of slrewns unless it can be proven that strepuns will  not bc hennd .  This 
"preferred alternative" igmres the a&&tration's own studles detaikng the 
dewstdon cmsecl by mountaintop remwal coal minjn 

. without new h i t $  on mountaintop remod,  lan additional 350 

- 
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The 1 3 t d  administrtiotz's " p r e f e d  alternativet' ipor'es these md hundreds 
of other scientific facts contained in the EIS stxciies. In light of these facts, the 
Bush &ministration must consider dtern&tiws that reduce the wt4mmmtal 
impacts of rnvuntainkop removal and hen  implement measures lo protect 
natx~lral resox~rces and communities in Agplachia ,  such rn restrictions on the 
size of valley fills to reduce the destruction of streams, forests, w-ildl;f:e and 
comm~nitJes. 

I'm disappointed and angry that the fedederai government ipored its owa studies 
when it proposed weakemng, rather than strengthening, pmtecboua for people 
2nd the ent4rotlment. 1 do not support my of the three dternatives contained 
withm the E n v i r o n m e n d  Impact Statement Report. All three options 
mltke it eesier for companies to destroy streams, endangering wildlife and 
nearby cmtlunities. This is not ~espo~sibk action! Phe to the ex~~mntnenrs1 
ad social impacts &.at: c m  nat be mitqpted ruder m y  cinurnst-ances, 
mountin top removal mining and v&y fills s110uId be a pmlt-ibited practice. 

Piease consider these my official comments on &is proposed achon, md add 
my amnc la my t ndhg  list gcneratcd, electronic or othcmsc, to kccp cidzens 
mfomed of the progress of h s  decision. 

David Muhlp 
If3x3gional Representative 
Sletrra Club - Appdndzim~ Region 
Rt 2 Box 118 
Blnnd, VA 24315 
(276) 688-2190 
(276) 688-2f 79 (fax) 

(276) 620-0717 (cell) 
d~vid.rnuhI~@sicrrac$r~b org 

mcnd<@rmi.net 
To. R3 Riiour~&l~~tu~@EZSA 

01/06/2i'di,4 04:09 cc: 
AM Subject.: Don't destroy our mountmn ecosystem! 

Deslr Mr. Forren, 

Accurdmg to the ucfrn~n~stt~atron'z &afi E3-rivtronnrentrcl Irnpct StalemenL @IS) on 
mountatntop removal coal mmmg rhe enmronmental effects of nroxintrtmtop removnl are 
wdespread, deveitatq, md prmanent. Yet rhe draft HIS p q s e s  no rrstrirttons on the 
size of valley fills that  bttry stceluns, nn lurrits on the number of acres of  forest that can be 
dcstpoyed, no protertmns for ~mpenlcd wtldhk, and no sr fqpads  tor &c cnntmunrtm of 
people &at depend wn the region's natural resources for thmselves and hhlre: gzners*taons. 

-- - 
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- over 12W rn~tes t r f  s t rams h a w  heen drunqyd nr &st-ropd by mountamtop rcmovsl; 
- dtre~t myacts to streams would be greatly lessei~ed by reciucmg the S I Z ~  of thr ~6~lk j -  fills 
nhert. rnmrng wecws are dumped on top of st-reams; 
- thc btal ofpast, present and estmat:cd &&KG forest lcsscs 1s 1,4 iniltan acres; 

forrst Iwsscs nn West Vrrpn~a h w t  the potentid of dtrectly mpwhngas many as 244 
vcrtcbratc wrldhfc spcctcs; 

widlout ncw irnilts on mountamtop rcmuvd, MI additionrrl350 square m h  of rnounbms, 
strerurts, md forests wll be flattened and destroyed by mountantop rrrnmd rnrnrng. 

In l&t uf thest. facts, I urge you ~o consider altemntwes tfuit reduce the er~vlronmental 
impacts uirnwntmntop remaml. Thank you for your consrderatton ofthrs important issue. 
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MarkRlqhy Sheldon Myers 

-- 
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Grace Naccarata Susan Nadeau 

- 
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k.o.l:r under i h c r c u a i r i y  xrutir.y aad controversy ovcr. t h e  Last f e w  ymrs .  

T h i s  ;LZWG cvcrburde!~ h a =  t3 G+? pl~ce.11 eL~wI.:nre, 3113 u s ~ i a l ~ y  m16s UP 

on a t j j o ~ c n t  valiry.:: cr hi?l:w& that !day bc; thc hcad~ratcrs f o r  

i n t a m i t t e n t  GP ~pliercierai ~ i ' r e a n ~ e , ~  t2r.C.l) ? i ~ i n c m  m m W e  the cwrburdan,  

they car. mir.r= q? to 160 percant i.f t?~e er,p~se;l, valuakl.z, and lw- 

...:>i:trar ccclj z<?i?;ng l y i n g  bcnr;:;th." 

: ~ ~ x c ; j n l  rnir.~? e:i~pl.ojic.sl u r i ly  230ii workcra, Icss than a h a l f  perclefit t i f  

all ctotc jd:s." 

::el is an ii?@ostar;t crlsrgy rcsc,izrcc, qenerzzin; f ifty-sin 

prcsnt of the ~ilectri.city in ttiis nation.? West V i r g i n i a  is the seccxd 

7- 
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The settlement agreement ~eac!:ed by the p i e i n t i f f s ,  and federal 

i3!it? t-e i-ig91x.i ?-.T reqiri red -ha i ni721  v?-d a g s n r 4 e ' i  5 0  c ' o t r r  lnrc  a 

Mawr~?r.dm of- Under s t a r j d i  ng (M'XJ) ko  st ah: i rrh ar. i ntara-rjenoy 

czx~rd imt i : x i  F Z E ! C S J S ,  which would i%pr.ove the pesmit process . I h  

Ourzently, the V . S .  Army Carps of E t g i n e e r s  (%E) has t k e  pri2ripal 

a u t l ? u r i t y  to i e g u l a t a  the plni.:e:r&nt of fili I.r:t.o t h e  waters of t h e  

l:i?i:.e,-l Btatew \:ride,^ t .he CWA Ser,i.ion 404, as'thor by a gsrrcrai  ps~xrir.  or 

an indi'zidi;al pennit. T h e  O f F i c e  o f  Brirfacei.  M i n i n g  (6%) h;3s t h o  

author i t v  tc; delegate t h e  3MkCA tc s t a t e s  that :  ha-ie mou-e restrictive 

i e g u l n t  i ons. Therefore, the WDEP h a s  p::inacji ovsx t h e  SCFA permit 

prcccs? i n  :he s t a t e  of West Vi rg in i a*  The V + 3 ,  t"is?= and W i l d i i f *  

Se rv i ce  tEhhS) is r e s ~ o n a i b L e  for  a d x i n i s t e r i n g  t h e  Cr,d;ingerrct Species 

A r t  : E S R ) ,  and i ssues permits far i ~ x i d e n t a l  z a k i r i g s ,  

Clear ly ,  there are mr.y  a g e n c i e s  invol.ved with "he i.rsu.zince of 

dcfinizi~ns of ' \ f i l 1 . "  L n  xde r  to det:&rrc:icc LV$A J 4G4 iurisdic;Lo:i, 

tisa EPia and CQE 1 4 6 . M  irr!eb Y i E l n  tx a:-. "a2tvcts t,edt, "' Thudr  if t Li;  

had the " e f i e c t "  .; .2ccr;satinq dry la& czr ci~anainq Lne fmttm elcust.lan 

of a atream, t h e n  CtaR 8 434 j u z k d i c L i a n  applies, and C09 wculd be tkc 

pcri:<i t t i n g  agency-. " 

These xnu.3tl alsc i x  a r:cncerted s f f  u r t  b y  t.ilv2 lea4 sqsncy {fecteral 

o x  S t a t e )  +:a r m t  a n i y  rera in on tract witk zhs fows~ed  go.318, but 1L3 be 

able t.1 t-.old the rstilsr agencies &c:rcmnt&ie to t;ne &atad purposes tof 

tliu i r i vd ivad  stald;ea. For. exaiaple, SNCPU r sq '~1a t i i i n s  i:icliida a 

" ~ j ~ i ~ j a i n  bdf i t?~  ZW?I~Z'' C I J ~ ~ ,  )Yhicli. ~ t a t t ; ' ~  tiid: zi: OLIO call mi:ie w i t L l : r  I%? 

iert L.Z i~h : ,w.z iL t lenL eind pere:mLal d t r%a in8 ,  '' k ;GIb :we~ ,  !..lie .3SM ~4r:i l  

W&EP li?ua tiuL been  entfur.-i:ig thie rii1.e ~i i a i ,  dealing w i t i t  v a l l e y .  l i L 1 d .  

111 stir ; ,  uuurdha'i icti ,  ~'.::w~?r.~l\iuil 8i:d p l a ; rn iny  airt~~n.jtrt. the 

-arimu c p n c i c s  a r e  all positive aapszts c f  t h i s  Graft ZIS. These 

g iuqmac i i  sction al ter r ta t  ives a r e  l a rge ly  ~.dmir,i.??:r at . i  .re, iir;r/ssver, and  

t!-ii$ Craf t .  E3S falls fax  s b x t  of the rest of its purpose: 29  rnjnLmiza, 

to rhc zgxinam e x t m t  practlcshle, the ac;hicr,sc rmvirnrrtwntnL effect;., to 

w s t ~ s , ?  o f  tke Ura_itad S?sta43 znd to fish an& tiriidljfa rc~surCas; d f f i c t c i l  

hy moi l ; : r .n in tq>  slning o p e r a t i r y ; , ~ ,  ~ n d  tc: envir^:inmer;t4I ?-e.w!;?-x-:nfi t h a t  

cc.3 d he af fec+eci by the sine A ~ L Y  .locat i r n  r r f  s3rcle.r.9 .~jx:i l ddd:mii.-? i 

s i t e s  i n  ~ ~ l l b ? j  fi41s.'' 

%tx)r!-*:-?inre, rlr: not be fcn:arl :nta  t h i n k : ' n g  t h a t  ? h e  FtlnA 

Rdmi,ni,dt.ra: ion h a 3  no 34:. i ii t h i s  T x ~ f r .  K?S. C : ~ n s i : 3 e r  the  fo1 1m'L ng 
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fa. XJE!ikEIATT7E # I  

'?hi :! ali-x'r~atiive. provides t o r  the 5'0:8F,, an i: ctlce-by-csse b a n k ,  

t o  m a k c  ti12 p c i m a r y  d c t e m i r . a t i o x  of xhcthcr and ho~r  l3rg.r. tral:@y fills 

rr:cm Mountciint3p Mining would bc authorized. :'he W E  wo?il.ci presume 

that most g r o j x t r r  m u l d  require art i n d i v i d u a l  pe rmi t - .  C;cnt?ral pnmits 

( N a t i a c w l d c  P c r r r i i t s  or SWP 21) wcuid bc; a p p i i r a b l c  if. Lirrtitoci 

c i r c u ~ . 3 r s r ~ c c o . ' ~  f O E  :.!ixid r e i y  on S143Ji rc?vj.cws ( i n  W.3oi Visgiri ia,  

t h i a  w m ; d  ko dsno l@JEEP), a i ~ d  vtauld reqiii~c mitipiltiori of  

~ n s v o i f i n b l a  cbqicltic i c tpnc ts  ( o n - ~ i t e  ?r in-kind o f f - y i t e ) .  'Shc COE 

t;oirl3 be the lead agency fcr  KS6\ cncsul ta t ic 'n  3n aquatic rwsOur ixc ,  8r:d 

agsncy decis i iz r  makina processes. Thia a i t e z n a t i v e  wottld a l l sd  f o r  

mcii.e P K Y X  31'lmtiltilI ass~:swcr.~;s of impacts cirk umLcrlr-hed3 l e33 the%*. 250 

acres i n  size. The Ccncrs l  o r  i&P p x n i i t  ,CJZOCC,SS has  teen criticized 

f r ; ~  t h r  fast app?:oval of projects witP, l i t t ; . l ~  nr  n o  s&niniatrr;xtlvc 

delay. ','his i s  co~firzied by the CGE s ta t i s t ics .  ' T h  COI? prw,sreed ac 

averaye of 74,5i.0 applicationt i ;nnu;i i ly b&.r-?ei?n 1996 ar:d 1999, m d  

a u t h o r i z e d  94 ,J pcrcont: of t h e m  u n d s r  t h c  MWP p m d t .  The C.'OE. r e q u i r e d  

s n l y  6 .7  perccr:t o f  the a p p l i c a n t s  t o  uridcrgo a n  indivrdual p~rnit, 3 r d  

:lowever, a l l m - i n g  t h e  durrtping of svrrburdan w i t h i n  130 feet of a atrawsl 

teeil11;f i r r e ~ ~ s ~ - a b l y  :iarra i lvk c n L y  :he k&>s,i+.ata of cr i t ters  w i ? h i n  the 

C. XTdErnATIVX ?$2 

Tke D r d t  E i S  idcntifiea t P t s  s:thrnntive n n  t h e  prr;Ecrrs8 r a m .  

?)li..! 1~3l;jd e E f e c : t . i ~ e S y  s I : r4?in: i~l~ t h e  rtrllilRRPi of p~1Tt t t i :>g ,  w i t h  r? 

jni~ir appl icat ion prccess overseen kiy the CM:F& ihtagerrcy (La West 

Virqin ia ,  It  w ~ u l d  f a l l  tc hW$D,"Dep). The 34?@. ageicy wcu:ci receive the 

agplica".iori f o r  a p e m ? j . t ,  and :hen t kc .  I'CIC wcitld j . n l r i a l l y  i k ~ i &  ti:!? 

api3 l ;cabi i i ty  c > f  i : idividua? p?rrizit prtxsa.-. Any r ~ c n c r a l  or NWP ZL 

pennits pro..re;r?sd by COE: w o u l d  r e l y  On  data frmr t h e  BE-83Wi review. 

3i t s iqa t ion  o t  ~1tav~0i.dabLe aquat ic  ispo?ct,e m ~ i i d  isa r e q u i r e d  st r z  t b ?  

ap2fspriwte l w e i ,  F-i r 'chermore ,  SIKPF54 agencies w i i i  take ttna Lead k c ? r  

ESA cc;crdination fez :.iFE 21 permits ,  FLB ~ m l d  ::etain t h e  a b l i i t y  t o  

ciinsul'c o n  un~-sraaLusd B . 7 A  ~ S B U C ~ ~  103: a1.L CTYR aecticn 404 WL-mits." 

i"k,ie a l t e r n a t i v e  t>asice:.ly crest85 o n e  psrmit a p p l i s ~ r k n  that., 

the =el i~rd-~.qtr-y imuld s t d ~ r i i i t  to the CGF, and ts SKt7PA a g e n c i e s ,  T~:*sB 

t x r o  agenci.es rm+ald j o i n t l y  :%h i l o  m a i n t ~ i r ~ i n g  i r i d e p ~ d c i l t  rcvi.shui 

at U BJ. 
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werc ir, watersheds between 75 and 25G acres, t h e  rest being i:1 

wat?r~:-.~:ds gri"ster t h . ~ r :  259 acres.  " A? p r a v ? ~ ; ; . ~ !  y di:7;,:1~.serj, tS+- N8F 

2 2  r:+?r-nits ace  c: i i rrwntiy i.qstwti f o r  w a t e r s h e i ? ~  1wijs t h a ~  /r", ~ R C . P . W F ,  

thazefrsr~, 356 cf v a l l e y  f i l l . ?  i n  Ke~3;ltuc.k~~ were a~ppraited without s!:y 

i;i:?d o f  cnvirorxental  ajsrssrrent [sr.d Vkst i f j  rgi cicr'd rasorri is 5:1sk as 

d icma; )  If or.e were tc. reduce :he waterehea acrangs s i z e  to a t  least 
-" ? 

a i:- i i c t -v>  wntsr.*hed, Ke?tuciry would i-eqiii r e  nnv i  rnniwn*ii l  a n s & s . v ~ i s n ~ i ;  

I?n .t least  1 %  more affected watsr~heds, and Wes? Virginia  w m l d  

fox tthi 3 p ~ e l i x i n ~ x y  3raf t. '' T h i s  rc&Licti:3n was n ~ j t  evan  i n e n t i m e d  i n  

the pra l in ina ry  d r a f t ,  as i f  i t  d i d  nat even e x i s t ,  h h  w i l l  be 

disc . imseJ  further i n  t h e  impact a sect inn  a s  3 pns~ ! i 131~  ~Lternativd. 
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i . IML'PCTS l"0 9 T X & E  

T:ox aLc r u n y  t;pcr o i  c-treon:~ atkcctcd by vali@y f i l l s .  F L a n t  

c.wur.unit-i  cs  tcunci i n  higl?-iyra3icnt c t r c a m ~  l e e  u i l i g v ~ l y  35apthd t.2 

d ~ r ' ~ * i ~ v t  i n  that E ' ~ C  sf ~ r , - i ~ i ~ o i - ~ m ~ * ~ % t .  i'ilere hsbic-lts g?p~?s .g t :  ti;: 

nb:::'idnr;cc cf  f lo ra  cs.-~sidcioti to be endemic: (ma.. ~ p e c i c n  b i c g  very 

~ o r ? r !  to Lhc rcgrion." F m l l  strtwma and hcad,wter ctreams play an 

irrp:rka!,t: pzrt it-. t h e  ~ot?'i 'e~.iii5.~ of orgarlic ~ r a f - t c ~  tra *.in% par t ic i i lo tc ,  

sedirncrr..r!txtiii3::~ por,d,o can rtlrigc tcejrn 3.50 t o  5 r X  twat OF cl:znr:ol 

occlupancy, rnd cnn bo locatccd 3200 feet frarn the t c e  cf t k e  ~;.slley 

f i:. i ." Thi.9 ccdimc:~t-laden w3Cc.r can b e  cxpcctc-3 to ~ ~ L G K ;  i c t a  nearby 

~ i n i r r p x l 4  streams, tP.us a f f e c t i n g  s~uatic life. Toxic i h i ~ e z a 3 . s  E U C ~  as 

c ~ l t i l r  znd rcieliium kai:r; been notad in r:ighc?r ~3rX~~11tratiins beLc.'r? 

i:,svf: beor. clx.mstrater; C C ~  Lully cwqxixntc t o r  trtc t ~ z c t i . j n s  l a s t  bjj 

the lil l i o q  i : i  iii.adwetcr ntrcrztns r;e iilc indlroct ~ f f  mt.9 ta d c w n ~ t  rcmn 

S C ~ , C E ~ . ~  of ~t re.mi;; f xm? cvcr3urdrjr. duzucpcd upstr earn, '' 
Ir: order to prcltect Reactwater streams frm these devastating 

effei:ta,  o w  has  20 look LC further: than the "stxearn buffer  zone r::l&' 

w'i:.ld ki.: piaced cr "tocd mt" 100 feet ~ t p s t s c a n  of t3s p o i n t  :&cre Lhc 
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iii. ) ~ L Y . " ~ ; ~ L T L Q ~  i'W$:l'LC'F:S 

A- ~ t a t i r c l  pecvj o x !  y, c u r l . m t  r a i t  i g a t i u n  prxtices Lave n ~ t  been 

dmn;:i,3tr;rtcA to fuily cnni[r:t-.n::ate for the f u n c t i o n :  l o s t  by t.hc f i l l i n g  

cr hc.:d:wtc:: cLrca~:ta or: t h c  iniliirc-ct ciicc,ts tls downstrmm szgr.c?:it: 

f x c ~ r  up-itrenm t i1l.s. Stucikcs n ~ t c d  i n  the prci i r n i n w y  drhi-t  Ju i jg ;s t  

 hat :+cS;an:i:: cccotructed on ~ c i n i : ~ g  ~ i t ~ s  do not replace i.n-ki:ad =any 

c f  t .R? pre-xir::iq i u c c t i o n s  provided hby headvmtcr 3trea~.ir.rs,~' C r c i a t i n g  

an isolated w e t l e n d  r.n 3 rec la i~ i~ad  m i n e  d sa s  l i t t l e  to cul:"_ributi" tc 

*-I-& i ? ~ o l c g : ~ . z ~ i  nr"c;i;: c t  squatric ecoayctcn? do?~r,strc,m isam the n - i1 i2+  

S m s  opecicr; w i l l  be ablo to i n l i n b i t  %no c rsa t cd  wctlznde, b a t  ,a 

crologic,; ; ly i ico l tky  ntsiam im.~.lci bc t h c  bcs t  cgtiua. ';'he preij .minary 

cks f t ;  s q g e ~ t e d  that ~ . e d i ~ c c t . i ~ . ~  the g ~ u u n d i r a t ~ x  P ~ S W  ~ . :~ r i l d  hr.l.'i 

reestablish stra,sm i;!?annels, by desi-~nirig l ; a ck i ;~ i l  sl?pea 9n the down 

j iopc 5 l d c  of th.2 nined 

Th.; LC: tor c L:o;i of etrcains wwuic  roqilxc rrjr%lc r e q u l ~ . o r y  r&iii3ge3 

20 ; Z l i x ~  .;alley f i l ?  configurat ic5, '?hi3 should i>c a paxt  c f  tbe 

iaitial ~ e m i t t i u g  prccesa. ':he per;~itCci!ig a g e n ~ i e s  m u s t  provide 

n:mbtori:?g sf thebe r e s t o r a t i o n  t ic t iv i t re r - ; ,  and penaltie.? F?r 

izl.>&,p.i.it:c: rc.sta:-atirj:, prcjcz:s. LQrrentl y, n c i t h c r  t h e  S W > M  nor the 

< " I  ,,%A a pormittir!g proccno r~quires t h e  a s scsmant  9f i;,pp9rt!.i!:iti~3 to 

rcp;2c,:,: l o s t  aqua t i c  habi2,at; duc t o  s?izfacc m i n i n g  acti.;itLies, 'Ykir: 

wi.11 need :.r, ch,3n$e,  E.'urzhem.ure, W V X P  i n &  cat& that on-s i te  

f i i t j .uat i4;r i  sf strmam and ass3ciat.ed wet;snria xas nst the coxm fur pr-e- 

l i t - jq . i t i c ; i  :ninini: ope~ntians.'~ Ln fact, c~i7.1 C,?II~SII~C.E in Xcst 

' j i r g i i i i a  optcd to pny i n t o  a stream i l r i p a c t  mi ticjirtlork fur!& at a rn:a 

,;f $ l i O , c ? G ' . i  ~ p r  acre f.?r s t ~ ~ : a n i  iicpazts to ti?*= cue or' a fill, an? 

isl i+ei. z t ~ e a r n  zheniiii.~.zi., 

4. - , , a~ iu i i ,  ; c" . . i & I L e y  f i l l  s a l so  
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i r :vas iue  species. 3r.e breuL5 thick that' l i n t i ~ g  q m c i e - ~  linacc:eptah~% to 
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w e r n t i t t j n ?  e*-~alusr t i r ins  2r, the .kaL.itat, atxh s.3 an eilvlr%wmellrta). 

anse.esmertt .  &* r,o"_ed in tb- i .3  secti3ii, e h n r s  iiparrts can  be seduced 

cmsjderabi.y by inski t i i t i r ~ g  :he 35 zcra r i ra izags  ba?i n xestrictrran 

3cer:ari:>, and pu:rting appro::.rists :nnnitaring arid rlcc:r;lsiri;etiiit~ 

prac5icas and per.a?,tias  in+.:^ effect. Fustharrxire, fW3 sheitlci be the 

a~errcyaj l l rwad tr; oversee h a b i t a t  rastorwtio?., which would reqcire smf i  

cour cl i t :eLicrn Letween RE3 a id  t-l..i sLa-R  SK;RSI dy&nf:y, perhapr spsl l t r . J  

u t i t  i r t  the ?.XIU, We 20n3 Draf- E:S d i d  r w r  crj~sider a :owex drainage 

bsai;: res t f lud l : ic  Irr any uf ;;tirr;e in i z n  sngyesteJ e l t a r i r a t l v e s ,  n%. 

d i d  ii firid strat il;vaaivc speciau w a s  3 sigitiXi<:iant ~ S ~ U I .  G 1 v m  'he 

incredliie cleatrucz.luri or [cr;aa! ;:i i l~e f u t w i e  s c e n a ~ l u s  aity!psLrd i . 2 ~  

C . C'C?F%iVN I TY LbSUES 

twmwiity inoues a r e  not eve:x a xd!>bf f i ~ u s  of r h a  2003 Draf t  

E I S .  Wzmnvar, tk'.eg w2re notcri 51; the xmping ~ I O C C B Z ,  vi th c l t i ~ a m  

sort~pl.ainl.ng of b l a s t i n g  and rrduc: ion i n  air q~clal~ty.'z Cr?iwir.i+y i.'..stlh~ 

incl~:clie effects of hi;3sr.inq, a i r  quali .cy,  and envirowien+.nl  jt1.3ticcs. 

i .  R=RB?TMG 

The b i g p a r  i x r z i p k b i ~ t  by c i t . i t ~ * n s  r.bnr.e?-3 PI: blasting. 91,xstirlg 

i s  perca-i i ~ s d  ?R *he m ~ s t  dv?trimnl-tul, fnri tor  j n df+;??rari:-r..j r h e  wderydey 

l i v e s  of citizens residing in p r o x i o i  ty ta scrfate mining opsraticns. '' 
A ?rwQ cnmiiissicmwd Sy t h e n  S;xecnar Underwccd ~ h n w e d  k h e t  ilhe nci.%e, 

d u s t ,  ant:! & i r  shwk nslz on l y  dim&gt?$ p x ~ o p i l r t j r ,  b:it n i s o  s i g n i f i c a n t l y  

i ~ r p i r e d  the -qi~ali:y s f  l i f e  of t h o s e  impacted. Fusthermore,  Che strtdy 

n n t d  t h a t  blastin9 had '_he grc,n-:ert nc:rati?-e i m p a c t  t*a peorie living 

adjacant. to "he 51,irface RI: act i : r i t i a s .  '' Laws and z@quitticn~ as c 

s~.tpoc-sed ts , ~ e t  limits oc vLbr@tis?s; ~pccificaily t h e  3PKP.A 

eegwiatisris address tilese issues, 7 3  The Gwerricrx t a s k  fcrce? fo1~r.d~ 

hcweves, that h i a s t l n g  mer;.f.ada hove c?langsd signif icantjy O i r @ i  " i h . r :  

years, whi:lile r i ie  $I.K'M rquhilatiar.s ha% 30:. 

T:.le ZOO? E x a f t  E l 3  disrZ3se3 .the86 concarns over b l a s t i n g ,  

stat it:^^ that "blastlzg is r.:.ar a s i g n i f i c a n t  i s w a d '  ard t h e r  L h s  

---- 
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i v .  Ti-IE J.ASP MRI) r3H C3-WJYL'TTY MPRCTS? 

'?'hcyn.: aro rmt t h e  rjiiiy .rx:m~.wlnity i sa l iaa  "ch3t- c;.w> up i n  t h o  
-- . d r p i n g  , , prr?cgi.-,?. hbloodir,g o f  dawnstream cotmtiuni tiac f'rtom vo l i cy  f i l i t :  

i s  sr.ot_h*r i 3sus  :.hat the ptir>iic, is ccncernecl alxmtr. This is because 

cn c; i tXdro-  l y  3ign:l icant I+rindbcageo. Proytsscd p l a n s  to m r f a c c  x i n u  

t l a i r  Momt.ain, i. C I X ~ ~  of atrug$ie t o  ur.iuni.rc the ct:alfiel&! in the  

e a r l y  59:D's +-I^ *%. , met w i t ? ;  m ~ c h  r e~ i . 2 tnnce  frorr n m c t y  re~idrnt3. A 

r~gg3lcstcd ac t ion  cmuld  bc to hold such in~urtant c u l t u r a l  landsmpse an 

;and t r u s t .  

'The O i j t m m  line i i i t l? ?.I-ICBC c m m w i t y  i-,suep i a t h a t  it i s  

e~3p13~~'1'~%+., montionad a s r i ~ c r  i n  t h i s  coiT[v3r,t paper, a c c 3 i m t ~  for  clnljr  

can ficurf.st.~ once t h i a  + ; I S ~ L I T C ~  i a  spent. 

I'h? Ingiczwxtaticm of 3. rcg:rictior> on valley fills tr; 35 ecrcs 

;L ' 6s ; ;  volal.-i: micirmlly iripa::ttte price of cnal, i n c r e a s i n g  .:he  rice 

t y  only one dol lar  per t on . "  The cc~;incrmc s t - !d i e s ,  eixr3ti:ssicned hy t ~ c  

LPA, a$m shw t ~ a t  rc-str~ctmr;l %:.iaase v d i ~ e v  r;L:sr to ti.?. rllczi ler  

acrewe lrmlts r - w l r '  Ir ,ersam t h e  przce electricity be o n l y  a f e i r  

cants grsr Me$a Watt. f k x  [WHr j . ""~urthernwre, t ' i t le  wree 1'0 n o t - i b l e  
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Ann Nelson 
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Ann Ndsun 
Date: 1/05/2004 
City Term Alta State: WV Zip: 26764 

-- 
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Nanette Nelson 

You wmt to t& about economic dwtebpment, Where is it? Awordii to the DEP wclbsite there are 363 a o t h  
Mng permits in BOOM C !  They my xkat WR rjltm can b made into ecommic d e v r ? i o p ~  s h .  Whew are thq? 
'h am 79 active hfIR &es now, nnd I doubt that t will ew be my klnd of ecommic dwefopment on Big Coal 

terribb con63tioap mund WR sites. Pmperty values hwe gone dawnPeople: contd WYQ pet 
nough out oftM homm to buy an equivalent home elsawhere. Pb~pkf) hve worked Q Mi l f m  to haw a bmc only 
1 seo it's value go to altm ~wtbing, Wfittaavib and Madison nre only &&s o f h t  the;y owe m. Ev(?rywk 
xm Is MTR, w n ~ m d t y  death LUowPeop1e h e  left bemuse tkoy aan't $tarad h ti% csndtlom mu.& by 
QR Out sctrooh !lave Lxtcn clashg. We have lost inmy whooh in our obturty in the past few years, Nwd I say More? 

Thay my that MfR 18 wond&l for wildti, if that i< na vdy is the MWfe coin@ dom into our yards looki Lr 
lad? TISY never did that be%rc, YOO never hew a whippimv~ t m y ~ o r n +  ~ i g  ~ o a l  RW umi edto IE o f k h  watw 6- 1 -5 
~ ~ 9 8 e l u .  Thy were hge. They wee everywIrere in tL river. They sre BU gone now. You irave poisoned and poUutcd 
ad blwted and dusted t b  envhnmant to death 'Mot to mantion the wiWW flooding is o d g  
~mawhte every ttnsl we &\re a t.ein c ~ ~ t .  Tkis u 
swd WMh is &lad in and P e d d  tax dollars afe 

I 

rc wouM just all go away. oing anywhere. So don" get yow: Bops upf 

You say that M'IR is a d. For whom? I imagine that it is for ttue person sMng in a big 

eth to go to bed wfr.e!n it &, They ~lecr, with their chrtties on. HOW ~ 8 n  people hw good nzentd health w 
ec: thci world Mi de86royed mund th is common and ila is d t y .  'lhese at@i problems tkr 
ured o w d g  up to you to Bx t b .  Tt i.i tima fbr them reguiator 
3 It4w #om 

- - 
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6-?8f_ -,--..,, ~~_7$2foa/14/2003I STOCKTON IMM?: I New 
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Renewed 
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Phase 1 
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New 
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Renewed 
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(03116119981 Booue Block Surface 1 Renewed 
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New 
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New 
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Inactive 

New 
____ 
faactive - 
h r s e  1 
Released - 
Renewed - 
Pliase 1 
Released 
7 

R e n d  

Renewed 
_I_I. 

Imctivt, 

Renewed - 
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R8ie&ered - 
Phaa 1 
R d e ~ e d  - 
New 

Wage 1 
Released 
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New 

New 
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New __ 
New 
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Phase 1 
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My comments center on the absence In the Draft Envimmentd Impact 
Statement (DElS? of a focurd consideration of the e f k t s  0x1 Jowt~st~arn 
ccosy atems of cumdative: r e m o d  of significant numberrs of headwater 
st l+ems 
from a drainage basin. Both he body of the DEIS sad the AppenGces 
repeatedly ~a i s e  the issue and prurvide sufficient information to 
est&lish 
it ~ L B  a majm concern. Yet there is no systernetic evduation. Nor are 
the 
variuw concerns that me raised canid &wu& to either the Executive 
Summary or to the temrnmmdncioxl and evalutrbitoin nf alternatives In my 
view, the fdme to camider ctawnst~~am ecosystem impacts reprewnts r? 

m a p  omissiarr. "fie isme rs d&ttedlg dificult, iu pat because the 
impact of removing a single s t m  m a taqpr dnamst.t.eam receiving body 

-- - 
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be small mcl diffxult, to measure. Yet the practice of Mot~ataiatop 
removal 
ur.cwlvcs the potential loss of many headwater stpcasns, wth a 
concomitant 
potential for large downsircam impacts. And it is precisely this sort 
of 
question that the E X  should addfcss. 

' fhc ptcntial impoaavlcc of headwater streams to cdowmtrcam ecosystfzms 
is 
reco~@mi in Chapter 111 where ~t is noted that small streams "play a 
pivo~al role in lotic ecosystemsf' and, among other things, "we the main 
conriuxt for export of water, nutrients, and organic maim to downstteam 
areas," PETS p TT1.f;-11). Also, (citkg Doppelt et d., I993), 
"Internitteat and ephemera! headwater strclams are, themfore, often 
largely 
~sponsibfe for mnaintmhing the quality of dowrtstrem~ riverim processes 
snd 
habitat for considerable distmces." (DEIS p. 111.-12). Chapter 4 
further 
discusses the role of headwater streams in e x p o h g  food energy to 
dounstrem ecosystems (DETS p. IV B-g), and points our &at. "Filling 
would 
e h m a t t  all aq~iatic and aquatic-dcpct%dmurt intcmctrons that would 
formerly 
haw oc~urred in the f l ed  area. lu areas downstream from fills, 
change* UI 
thc macroinvcrtebratc and fish communities bavc been obscmcd (tJSElJA, 
2000; 
Stauffer and I:erret$2002) Any drmge in community composition map 
impact 
the biotic interactions but these interactions were not stuctred ss part 
of 
tXus EIS because they are often difficult. to demonstrate." (DEE 
TV.D-4) I t  
further goes on to cs~rclude that : "The permanent nature of Eilling 
would 
suggest that iWFh.i/ V F impacts to bxobc mteractions in headwater s&eam 
systems, including interar:ticms tinking ternstrid birsta to the aquatic 
entirorment, may cor~scitute a ~rreversrble impact to this system in the 

kforc detailed discussions of the impoaancc of headwater streams to 
downstrem ecosystems itnd the potwtid consequences of their 
ehmsltion 
apperu: h Appendix D ( T h e  Value of Headwater Streams: Results of a 
Workshop", in whrcb I wm a partkipat), and Appendix I ("Cumulative 
Impact 
Shr$""). One of the major points that gmerg.es from the the Headwater 
Strezlms 
Workshop is that aquatic sdenti.sts haw relatively extensive knowledge 
and 
a p o d  understanchq of d1e ~httonslrrp between hadwater and 
downstream 
ecosystems. AiLbough yumultitative specific eshates  o f d u u m ~ t ~ ~  
impacts 
are not available in the literature, and would require sigaificant 
effort to 
develop, these are not questinns &sat are out of reach or  can be 
legitimately dismissed for lack of documentation. The Wekdwitter Streams 
fhYok9hOp ~110uld have provided the bass for further mqusrqi in the 
dcvc1opmcat nE the DEE, but was, it seems, used m a substitute for thr 
in-depth, comprehensive review and analysis that thts queshon deserves. 

The Cumulative Impact Study (Appendix I), by its very uame, should haw 
addressed the patentid i r n p ~ t  ua Jcmmstream ~~s)rs i .ems.  Yet, 
itlexpficaldy, 
the introduction t;o this study states: "h&rect impacts- to streams 
such as 
those that would occur downstream fmm filled or mincd out ~ t w m  awm 
w e e  
not evaluated in &is x~alysis. As such, e s d t s  of the direct impacts 
of 
stream metrics likely undcreshmtes totd impxts t o  ~ t ~ m s . "  @. 
iq. 
Despite &is QsdhLirme.t., the study does note that downstream ecosystems 
depend on upstream ecosystems for purtions or their Energy Bow (App I, 
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Mike Newell 

Despite these rrclu?owledBmmis of p~tc?ntid impacts, &ere is n~arbcm in 
the 
DEE a serious attempt to assess or quiurrify them. f t  docs not seem 
just%&Ie to cite tlre difficulty of the problem as a remon to dismiss 
it. 
T strongfp urge that t%e DEIS he revised to indude a substantive 
analysis 
ofthe potential fnt cutnulati-ve d o w ~ s t r e ~ m  impacts, and that the 
iriformatran 
that is a.tdable on these be given reasorrable consideration in the 
summarks and evaluations. fjindly, to the extent that defixikive 
evduation 
.remraius lacking, the pmdent policy would seem to call for mare vigornus 
pmtections of headwater 5t.ream.i. 
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Brad Newshm Duane Nichols 

Dear Mr. Forren, 

This is where you're gama bsc  us the ekctioa, 

This is amazingly stupid1 

I fidd it unconscionable that the Bush dministratron plans to 
mntinue to let coal companies destroy Appalachia with rninhg 
practices that l e d  mountaintops, wipe out forests, bury 
streams, and dcs troy communities. 

Brad Newsham 
4426 PLasmt Vdep Court S. 
Oddatd, California 9461 1 

1-9 

cc: 
Senator Barbara Boxer 
Representative Barbara Lee 
Send crr T3iancnnc Feinstein 

Duane334yw .corn 
To: R3 Motmtsintop&)EP14 

01/06/2004 0 1 :44 ccr 
PM Subject: Comment On Mountaintop Mining EIS 

To: U.S. EPA, Region 3 
Prom: Duane G. Nichds 
Date: January 6 , 2 W  
Re: ETS on Mountaintop Mining Tn Appilxhia 

This letter of protest requests that all the stteams of Applackta be 
protected from tire effects of mining, espcislly from the valley 611 
techniques sssoc&.trf wih mouataintop removal minrng. Ko fill should 
occur closer elran 100 f& $from itay strew, otherwise these nittucal 
streams will be darnaged forever after. 

Consider the mount of acreage affected by mining. &re is a srunmary of 
a recent atids fmm the Chadeston Gazette, the most a&horilative 
newspaper in all of West Virginis 

November 04,2003 Strip-mined acreage up angarn in W,Va We& Virginia 
coal opmtors continue to strip mine mom acres than they rectairn, 
according to a fedoral OBw of Surface ,Mining report issued Monday. In 
its annual review of West Virginia's $drip mining regulatory prt~gram, 
QSM mid that 296,300 mws - an area nwdy tbe size of Boone County - 
is currently di~turbed by mirting, [Charleston Gazette, Chaflestofi, Wt']. 

I am a land owner an We& Vtrgkia and protest the incredibly h d  
situation currently existing: and, strongly request that tbe situation 
be reversed a.s.ap. Please ate the current U S  or start. w e r  and 
generate plms that will tnrelyprotec? thew mountains, these llilis, 
these valleys d all tbe streams. 

b a n e  C .  Nichols 
330 D r a m  Catcher Circle 
Morgantowo, WV 26508 
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Karl Norton Jason O'Brian 

REC'D DEC 3 I *& 

Dear Mr. John Foma EPA, 

f i l l  me what luxury f have to give up to Btop this ard I will fiml a way for at1 of UR to do it, 1 
prude .  If we can figure out how to fly into outar e, pvt 41 PC oa every desk and do surgery 
in ubw, then we can cerkiinly find a way to stop tearing iiprl the @met b slcwmrno&ta e n w ~  
and transportation. I know wdre q a b l e  of dwuluping the tmhnoloyjes needed, and making 
tl16m 8ffordable, to compldely replace our dependency on fornil fwls. 

f also know it's a money matter &&s holding us back ... it always is. But the earth IS the most 
pmious h a g  we have the re nsibifity of pmte-ctinp It's more important thm any anmiit, 
human. or <mount of money. Without i.t in good wcsr;king ordtx, we don't afcist: or we do mid 
wa'm miwrable ( x e  the movie Rhde Rumer). If you havm't notied the bmutifirl plms in this 
country are &dining druily. Each day we! glvo up more iand more Lnd to h a p l ~ m d  
dmetopment. We can't aRmd to contrnue at this pace. People? ate going to have to learn to five 
in new ways. Jt is sn outrage to me that it i s  even e ccmsidrntion up F5r a~sytnval to Lfecide 
weather we should continut: mining in certain nw8.s or not. 

The law should sts'sct plainly vIf it hurts the o:vlronnrent in anyway, shape or form. ~t is NOT sn 
optian. Flnd another way to mkr; your money, make your hause warw or mkc your mr go.'' 
cud of discunrsion! 'b needs to bi? tderztnee for lrrqaxir&Me use oftha earth's twouxws. 
h d  by the way, &me; things are mot "resou~es" for us to take. They 
tl~tngs IT needs to contime knctioaifta psapdy. God did not pwrt them here for us and our 
&upid cam. Pm not sure why tbe oil i8 them, but I know it's there for a mason and we probably 
sl~aufdn't use all of it. 
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Mary O'Brien 

Sincerely, 

Jason OF3 nan 
2801 NW 23rd Blvd Apt G24 
Gainesville, FT, 32605-5911 

M ~ Y  O'Rrien 
Date: I #M/%YJ4 
City: Eugene State: OR Zip: 97408-716'7 

Yaw May 29,2003 Draft Enviromental BE on rnount&top mining and valley fills 
failed to consider "'"ail reasonable dternativm" becmse it did no? examine an alternaive 
ha t  would minimize env~mmentd  impacts. This makes illegal your choice of an 1. -5 
altemtive that ovoilld INCREASR the damage from mountaintop mining, You n d  to 
write a new DK& EIS that examines dl reasonable dtesnatives, 
Mary O'Brien 

--- , -  
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Delivered Date: 01 /Ed2004 01 PM 

It is corastantfy mnazing and truly nrrusatiag to read about tkus topic and 
be invited to give my camrnea@ on this subject after over 30 yars, That is 
30 pafs of destruction. What do you want ta know, exactly? How I feel about 
it? What MY scientific proof is? Wejzher matter, not now afid not irr the 
paQ. 

Bere is the red issue: ~ o u ~ a i i n s  md stre-ms are k i ~ g  destroyed in West 
Virginia which do not blotrg to the destxoyers. Not: do tke mountains and 
streams &long to the regulators. I sure God is not impressed by the 
government's legalization efforts and His ward says dl His creation is 
precious to Him. 

Dear Mr. John Forren, Project Mansger, 

f vas born md raised just awtside of TVheehng \Yest Virginia. I am appalled that 
anpane could even consider relaxing m m k g  stand& on the removal of mount& 
taps, The destruction of the immediate mnuflt&a is horrible enough, Add -In the 
concurrent. deatructiun on skeruns, forests, and homes caused by rhe removd of the 
ground and subsequent erosion and we create a world that dl be tmtenahle for those 
lit* thew now duld those to follow afkr then. 

37 Court St 
Houftoa, ME 04730 
;2tbmia 
pokane@)&dm&e.com 
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Efhel Oldham Russell Oliver 

------ --- 
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Steven Olshewsky Tony Oppegard 
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I em wriUng to comment on Mountelntop Removal 8s a means of mineral sxtm-. 1 cannot 
conceive bt a more d&rucWe, ignof'ant, seMsh ad. 

n by the C~QB- means far ow use with &tat di n(oft~ec0ndltlonalm 1 1-9 
earth w sm lekwing for krtuPer genewlons ghouW not even be c6nwertxr just for Ws ~ W R .  

It ki the Of the WEPA to plOt8Ct the BIpIiPonnteM. Tbb b 9as brrssl~ a9 C 
I urg~ the USEPA to deny sM futum attempts kt cany out this h a M  actlvily, 

Yl~liataantcp Hemovrl. 1s the :MA;: b ~ z a r r e ,  sritde,  x r f a p n n f  l h l s  t r r x s t m e n t  
~f : he surfase i ~ f  :hi3 aazth  tha t  1 arn E~F'SC~? of. 
%.ad efew.r*is1~4f: rtrquiros sus t a rna l -1 -  use oE L1;lria ear?? w h e i e  fL~:?Jro_ 
qsnerat:sns wlL- rspand +.heir l l v a s  ar;* try to have a gcc~d stazxbrd :xf 

l i v i i i g  + *f':lesc flattatcci surfems amidst the d*stcuctlan of v a l l ~ y s ,  
bale  ~ j ~ d ~ r i ~ % i , j e ,  cesr-~uc:run, 01 r ~ i 1 d l i . C ~  iizib~~tat. (&,d bf r z , l d l _ f . =  , t se , f )  
w z 1 3  rcyulra ; c ry  eqy3onslve n t ' s r i t i u n  i n  tha f u t u r r ; .  ThC?a 3ri. nit 
eveit 
tiliablc; flattened areas - t h ~ y  are rnon?~rr,e:lts to a 13?11tlire that 
a r p r r s n t i y  i s  w;lL*ng tc sacsifrne the hlatrra; at" earlier geo~ratisns 
aod the saEst.9 ana 'c.~ll-baing c f  future  qmersr,icip_; to my noti'lrna s f  
the de?etruction of lardforrrs that t o u k  r n l l l i u n s  of tc d&?elop. 
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Amanda 0' Shea 

Dear ,Mr. fohn Foam, Project Mmager, 

I imagine khsi eventuiltly even the peed driven actions of the Chen~~/Rsmsfelld 
s h i n  will understand that they udl suffer the consequences of their reckless 
ernvironrnentd plicies along with the r e ~ t  of us who aren't rich enough to buffer 
ourselt~es fmm disease caused by the continued enslavement to fossil &el. Mayhe 
%hen your own childrm me dying of cancer you wifl realize just how dangerous you 
are to those of us who know better. 

----- Forwarded by David KidenWlUSBPAIUS on 01108i2004 01 :48 PM ----+ 

January 2,2004 
Mr. John Fnrren 
1S.S. Environmerftal Prottxtiou Apucy 
1650 Arch Street 
Phifildelphia, PA 191 03 

Dear John Fomn, 

m t b t  the Bus11 administration plans to coatinue to iet coal companies destroy 
Appalackra with mining practlcer that Ievd mwntalntqx, wlpe a r t  forests, bury stmms, and 
destroy communittes. 

I grew up in .wuthwe&ertl Pennsyvama: moved far away ns s twnaga. Fur many yews, 1 took 
solace in diflficult times in the memory of one particular ppiwe that 1 qmt my time RR B child. I 
used to w&k along a cout~tsy road, a few miles from our home, until f mched n. pasture with 
horns and turned on a dirt road. Prom them, across a stream and 
up x hg hill, and here 5 spent many happy, ppence~ drays. f t  wm a kmtiful country-slew, pure 
w&r and old, hedthy 2$am. 'lle owner had installed trash ~ a m  forihe people die uwd I t ,  f 
guess there wefe mmy of us, but it W ~ S  such 8 quiet Flfse, It was a spot a growing gtrl could 
expenencc solitude slnd l a  a h t  the wonders ofmtwe. In my ymrs of travalhng,, ( Bought 
often of thrs place, and longed for Ute day I could return to its tranquility. 

I eat there, tight in the middle of that twlsty country ad, fora long titw. Tt u.as gone. Just 
go". Where 1 had expected to see tbe old bill and trees nnd wilde~uess, now 1 saw 9 hugs. 
gradudly sloping mound of mud. Thert* wem some tm stump lei%, tb iaqer ones, and ids of 
tire. tracks. Some kg trucks sitting idle. 1 hate to think what had I r a ~ n d  to the strrtsm, and 
how tau& debris hstd be11 wasked away bfore it was buried wmplbely. The homes were still 
there, diflerent ones now, of ca~tlrre, but ~omebow they looked so mcfi mom forelam with that 
scene of destruction khtnd them than they had whm fnt was a pretty, nafurai setting. 
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f had never sea anythmg like, if, I had not too long h%m, an w t d e  abut  "mo~nhielop 
removal", and hadn't paid much mrnd to it at the ttme. Now, however, I was wang frmtlxand 
what it meant to destroy na tmtrrt: munmn,  and dill 11s diverse cwsystcm. It was one of thc 
wowt f w l ~ n p  of my life. to c o w  around the h t d  an that old ccou~itry mad and f nd that it urxs 
jmt gone, all gone. For some fleetmg prot%. It made me wonder if those of 11s who enjoyed that 
area wudd raihcr have p id ,  bgether, for zn more environmnk-prewming way of naintng it, if 11 
h d  to be done. I still hold memories ofthat place, dear, and regret its tragic destiudm~, Xf only 
there were some way to gauge athe true ~ m p d  of thrr, short-sighted practrce, on the sr~rrouaQng 
envrronment and cornmuntly, I feel sure that 11 would he tliscontinud. 

According to the admin~stratian's dmtt T;,nvimnmeatai lmpAct Sbhmnt(EIS) oa muntttintop 
ccmvval coal mining, the mvtranmntdd cffsts of muntainrop r~movrtl are widesprd, 
devastrrtlng, and pamnont. Yet tbe draft ETS proposes no rzstnctrons on the size of valley fiUs 
that bury streamy, no fimts on the trt~mber of acres of forest that can be destroyed, no prott.ctions 
for r~nperiled wildlife, a d  no safeguards fur the communitius oFpc;.ople that derpcnd on thc 
repon's uaafural resources for thtsmveives and future generntlons, 

The Bush administmiton's "pr~ferrcd alivrnaiive" for addressing the problems caused by 
mountamtop ~emuvnl cod mining is to wetken misting environmental protections. This 
"preferred nltermt~ve" xgnores the admmxstfsllon's own &d~es detailing the devaatat~on caused 
by mountamtop wmovai waf mming, including: 

- w e r  12W mtbs of streams h v c  been damaged or destroyed by mcwntaintop remuvtd; 

- forest losses m West Virginia have the potential of directly impacting as many as 244 
vertebr&e wildlife species; 

- Witlrout new l~mtts on mountaintop mmvaf, an addrtional350 square miles of mantains. 
streams, and forr?&s mI1 be flattened and destroyed by mountaintap removal mimag. 

In light of thew facts. I urge you to consider aiternatives that atreduce fbe environmntd impacts 
of mountaintop removal Some other way to get vatuable matemls from the g w n d  c ~ i  be 
found, one that costs mom in the shoTt-tm, prhefps, but prcr;serves the hatlty and value of 
netusel plaws for our and future generatrons. Iltank you for your coasiderat~on of this important 
issue. 

Aimnda O'Shcn 
1732 Fowler Strmt, Apt. O 
Pofi Myers, FL 33901 
USA 

Dear Mu. John Forren, Project Manager, 

The Bush dmulisttstiou must consrder alternatives that: d u c e  the 
ent.ironancntd impacts of mountahtop rcmovd md t k a  hplcrnmt memures 

to protect natural i l so t r~ces  md cornmanides in Appd~~chia, such 8s 

restriciions an h e  size af d e p  f d i s  t-o d a c e  the destmrctioiz sf' 
streams, forests, wildlife and commutlitres. J rx 
amend ihe J r d t  El$ xco&giy. 

- 
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Jon Owens 

John Forren, Environmental Protection Agency 
U 53 EPA (3EA3U) 
'1 650 Arch Street 
Phtladelphte, PA 191 W 

k a r  Mr Forren, 

Keeping in mind the purpostr anU intent of the Environmental F%ot&ion 
Apncy, 
please act to protect the @rrviromnt 

Sincerely, 
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Lynn P&@on 

no sxt~grards for the cornmumties nfpenpla that depend on h e  regmn's 
nattrrd rewurces f a  tlwrtlselves xnd .future p;t.net.atmzi, 

The D i d t  k~drnuilsw~nun's "prclfened allrrr~uhbe" For rt&lressing thr 
problems caused by mountmntap renrovni coal, mmmg rs to weaken cxistmg 
i.nt.~ronr;~ental protections. I'hls "preferred nl ternatme" Ignores the 
admmstmbon's own s h ~ d ~ s  detadmg the dewstattan caused by 
rnounrslrntop rexnovai coal rnrnmg, includmg 

- over 12130 r n h  of s t t c m s  hiuvc: been dmaged oc destroyed by 
m oimtstntop remow t; 

- forest iossw 1n West V ~ r p n i ~  have the potential ot drrectly 
~ n q ~ c b n g  as ~nany as 244 vertebrate 'iv~ldhfe sperm; 

Wtthuut slew lttrilts or1 mounlhutbj~ rerilova1, LUI a d d ~ t ~ m a l  350 square 
miles of rnounmns, stcams, and forests will be flattened wnd drswoyd 
by rnartntatntap r~moval mtntng. 

In light of. these tacts, 1 wgc you to cnnsder alternatives that reduce 
the enwtonincntal rtrrpcts o f r l i o u n ~ r l ~ p  removal. Tllrurk you 
for yaw cons~deratton of t h t s  important lesue. 

Lon P~tslcy 
n/s 
Columbus, OH 
I JSA 

Uhited State& Army Carps of E~gfneevs 

Commeata: VaHey ]Fill Errviranmmbi Impact Stntttment 

It appears that most of the Special Interest group% with a god of 

bmninglteskicting Mou~tain Tap Retrroval Mining or other typcs of surface mining are 

liviilg in a world with blindem. H would be w o n d ~ h l  to have unlimited supplies of 

perfectly clean, non-envimnn~entalty impacting energy. I'm a major supporter. 

Unfo~t~natefy there is no flw I&. The energy  upp ply of the United States has a 

foundation i~ mining whether it be coal or nuclear md it will be that way for I" sure the 

ramainder o f  my lifetime. The laws mgulating &we base industries have to both protect 

the envr'mwnmt in which we live md at the same time nlbw the extraction of the 

matlrcos neoessary to Atel our enetrgy needs, 

At the fieart of dl coal mining in the mountains of Kentttcky, Weat Virginia, 

ove~burden (mck and dirt) in 

1 4  economy, The EX3 did& tomplctely address tfre reclaimed back to nature out 

come asld it didn't highlight the short-term positives. It dso didn't higbiighl the! 

economic advmta~m of some ofthe alternate rmlrunation ~ltern&tivw such as Stolic 

order to @in access to the resome. As noted, it is not waste, ft is not metal laden sfudge. 

It is tbe sama rocks and dM that ore, iri out: b~ckyards. Wifh a vary few mceptioas, it Is 

fiat used lo bury streams. The headof-hailzags weas used wre dry except when there is 

significant rain. The drainage8 are not destroyed. 'They ,r relocated (to the sides ofthe 
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!be mine and the ~sociated ff lis are not scenic, But once the mine has been reclaimed the 10-6-2 

rura is attractive and can be of significantly increased value to the mmmunity and the 



Mary Pasti 

industrid development or dcvellapmmt for tourism. I 

I 

Crest, Twist h l ,  and Raven Rock. None of these Golf Comes dong with their positive 

igpacts on the- total comrnunitie8 would be there without Mom 

their necessary hollow fills. The local airports and business devefogmont areas were not 

stressed either. There is no useable flat land remaining in tke Momtains which means no 

Xf you stwnd on tap of one of the high-points and look our across the mountains 

10-3-5 

you don't see miles and miles ofwaste caused by mountain top mining, as is stPess by tbe 

Special Interat groups. Thme ldre isolated mountins that bave been lowemi by one Et! 

three hundred feet and they have been or o\re behg reclaimed. Tht: 3313 quantifies the 1 10-6-2 
number of acres that have b n  disturbed and it is a m a U  percexttage but a picture or map I 
would be a much btter visual reference. Tho SpeciaI Interest groups display a picture of I 
a five-acre mess and that is what is used to characterize all of mountain top mining. I 

be an unbiased statenlent of tlm facts. When many of the studies quoted were completed 

Please recognize tllc positive impacts of mining witb the same emphasis ~s the 

negative impacts are recognized. TIM energy future of the Udted StIrtas is at rrtake. Tha 

cconomic future of the region is at stake. The jobs of my neighbors are nt stake. 

Lynn P d g t o n ,  PE 
591 Potts Branch 

"mary.~~ti@yde. 
eduN <rnary,pa~tE To: R3 UountaintamEPA 

CC: 

8 I /O6/2(fO4 0 1 : 18 Subject: Please S t q  Destructtve Mountaintop Removal 
Mining 

PM 

Mary Pasti 
29 Mtilip St. 
New Haven, CST M5f 5 
mat.y.p&i@yerfe.cdu 

P 

-- 
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Cynthia Patterson & Peter Schrand Leiter Patton 

- -- 
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Jerone Paul K,Payne 
--- 

Jan %,ZOO4 

To whom it may concern, 
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Karen Payne Ray Payne 

Ray Payne 
836 Raderick Rd, 
Knoxville, TN 37923-24439 

Mr. John Forren, US EPA 
t 650 Arch Street 
Philadelphia, PA 1 91 30 

Dear Mr. Forren: 

Having been born and raised in West Virginia, 1 have spent 73 years in A~patadria 
(West Virginia, Virginia and erast Tennessee) and I'm unalterably opposed to strip 
mining in the Appabchian Mountains. 1 have worked for a mining company (inside 
and outside) and have many rejatives, past and present, who made their living 
working far  coal companies. All strip mining in the Appalachian Mountains is 
depjombie and mountain-topmmovaI is the wurst possible Form of coal mining. 

& you we8 know: 
1. Mountaintop removal destroys streams and valleys. 
2. It contaminates drinking water. 
3, tt causes flooding. 
4. i t  makes m o m c a p s  out of our AppaIachian Mount* which are % m e  of 

the oldest and most beautiful tnounttaim in the world. 
5, it: causes blasting damage to nearby resident's homes and businesses, 
6. It cause air pollution to nearby residential and business areas. 
7. It destroys hardwood forests, wildlife habitat, Appalachian culture and 

heritage. 
8. It defies the Executive Order regarding environmental Justice for low Income 

w e .  
9. It destroys jobs and is enviranmenrzllly Insane. 

There Ls NQTHING good that clan be said &bout mountain-top-removal coal mining. 
The Environmentaf Impact Statements prepared for thttse operations are a Farce 
and this form of mining is a crime against the people and against nature. 

I urge you to help stop this form of mining, 

Sincerely, 

- ---- 
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Ray Payne 
836 Roderick Rd. 
Knoxville, TN 33923-249 

Mr. John Forren, US EPA (3ES30) 
1 6 50 Arch St. 
Philadelphia, PA 191 03 

Dear Mr. Forren: 

Except for S of my 73 years I have always IM in Appalachia. The 5 years were 
spent in the: military service! (3 years) and ernplopmt outside of Appabchh. 
Mysetf, my father, brother and many other dose and distant r&tives worked as 
hourly wage employees for the coal companies. We have never supported strip 
mining and most of us were strongly opposed to it, wen thaugh it crested a k w  
jobs I~I a region where unemployment was always a serious problem, except during 
the two World Wars. 

Mountaintop removal mining is unquestionably the worst possible form of rninlng, It 
should be prohibited by law, especially here in the eastern part: of the U.S. t'tn 
retquesting that you do everything legally possible to prohibit this form of mining. 

~+yl./*- 
Ray Payna 

Elizabeth Peelle 
Date: lt07/20M 
City: Oak Ridge State: TN Zip: 37830 

Your own draft EIS shows &at the impact:$ of mountaintop ranoval coat mining are 
severe and irreversible. This practice h s  severe impacts upan the Iand and streams. The 
db.t loses of ctcalogicai sust;tip&ility and ecotlomic viability are: devastating for the 
people who depend upon these lands for their future. I also obje~t to the proposed 
efimina%ian of the 25 -px  old 1u1e aht  trans minifig impst~ts within 100 feet of streams. 
Here irr the foothills of the Cumbdands in Tennessee, we fought for the pmgage and 
implementation d this rule ta protect out streams ftam minctticm and the TVA lakes from 
filling: up with the spoif from improper mining, Why at: you allowing tf-ds &-rave 
backward step? Please a& my objections to your meard of citizen rertction to this 
proposed acceleration of a msplded and dangerous permimittg action. 

Sincerely yours, 
D Elimbeth P e e k  
130 Oklahoma Am. 
Oak Ridge, TN 37830 
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Joan Peoples 

To: Mr, John F'orren 
US. Environmental Protection Agency (3EB30) 
165450 Arch Street 
Philadelphia, PA 19 I02 
mountruntop+rJ@ep.gov 

Date: January 20, Z W  

Re: Programmatic h a f t  Eavircmmental Impact 
Statement: EPA 9-03-R--rM0'1'3 

The intent of this letter is to express the concern ofhe  League of Women Voter8 af 
Kentucky regasding pupmed new regulations governing MaunTajntop Mining and 
"Valley Pills CMTMNF). 

The mining indusky in Kentucky is a signrficant part of our ecooamy and, 8s SU&, has 
always been treated with special cse. Balancing the competing interests of the three 
major players - mining companies, the popfe, and the ecosystem - is an important 
function of a demoantic government. It i s  w~tb  chis in mind &at I write m opposition to 
some d the ptapo~ed recornmendations in the EIS repart cm I t l T W F .  

I am sure you have recaved many comments citing scientific euidmx of the harm 
assoc~ared with MWNF, Let m e  just say that the LWV oT Kentucky feels strollgly that 
the ~mportlznee of this evidence aprpeurs not to have heai given due weight during the 
development of the cumat propods for w w  regufabons, Within that context, pfwe  
comider the follawing stwrnent$. 

Tfic LWVKY feels strmgly that the adverse effects of mining on people attd ecosystems 
should be reduced, not increased, as we- fear would happen under the new 
remmmendatinns, For example, we object to nation-wide permits, preferring instead tkrtt 
itktividual prrnits be required and tailored to specific lacations. We &jest to changes 
that ttppear to lementhc: influence sf state governmeItts @nd state and federiii wild& 
agencies in the permitting proms, As an atlvwate for infwmed citizen participation 
in government, the Txague dsa respecgully requests that m y  new regulations strengthen, 
not diminish, the ease with which the public may p"rtidpate in future actions risgsding 
the reguladon of mounrzlinrap removal and valley fill methods of' mining. 

I hope these comments will factor into your defibt.r&ons regarding the draft 
Environmental Impact Statement and a&y new M T W F  tegurxtions to be developed in 
the fume. 

Respectfully yours, 

Joan B. Peoples 
President 
859-986-4088 (h) 
peop3esjcCciriclub.org (h) 

-- 
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Dolores Perez Candice Peters 

"boj inx3@comcast 
.net'' cbojinx34 To: R3 MountaintoK@OPA 

CC: 

611062004 01 :42 Subject: Please Stop Destructive MounEtrilttop Removal 
ruining 

PM 

Dear Mr. John Forren, Project Manager, 

Do not allow cod interests tu derrfroy Appillrrchia: by allowing them tn 
blow off mountain tops, ltostmy forcgts, stwirns and communities. Wc thc 
cittzens, can not keep up with the ways you trse trying to de5troy our 
envtronrnent in favor of corporate tnterests. AMEND THE DRAFT EfS 
ACC'OWINGLY. 

Dolores Perez 
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Dear Mr. John Forren EPA, 

It 1s unconscionable that the Bush administration plans to continue to 
let coal companies destroy Appalachia with mnmg practices thrtt level 
mounhintclps, wipe out furests ntid bury streams in the valleys below. 
Mountaintop removal mining and valley fills should not bt; altowexi ;urd 
the iaws and liltgu.latlons that protect clam water must not be wmkened. 
In particular, I oppose the pqxm1 to chmge the stream buffer zone 
rule that pmhiblts mining activity within I00 feet of streams. This 
nth should be strtctfy enforced for vallcy fills and in all &or 
CQBeS. 

Let's set: 5 we, as a country can lessen oar impact on America Ihe 
Beudiful.?.?.?.?. Is it miliy that hard? Yes, I a p e l  sometimes 
thew cnngrvet~oni~t orgniahom gpo a little off the deep end, C w  
ia point in my college days at Colorado Collqe, one organixation 
claimed responsibility for burnlng down thc Two Elks I d p e  at VVI 
Mountwn in pmtea of the expanston of the alredy huge (hut mming in 
my opimon) Vsil Sh Resort. Their clam was that the expansion was 
going to redwe the cana&an Lynx ppulation, The expanaon went ahead 
and created a @eat bgck country like area for skiem which likely 
reduces the number of out of bounds skier accidents fmm the 
unpmdisbxbfe conditions. Seems to me thls ends up saving hum- lives 
and guem how many Cumdimcur L j m  wwe lo&- none. There had been no 
Candian Lynx in the area for a long tim. Maybe that was h a u s e  of 
the crcafion af the skr resorts In t%c f irsf  place, mybe not, I don't 
know. 

Anyway, gettiag back to the pint ,  tlmx thi~tgs ~ome  to mind. I) 
Toyota and Nonda have been able to produce eEficient, fun and relativefy 
sparty hybrid vehtclw when it didn't mlly fook possiMa a few short 
years back. 2)Denmark almady gets -20% of it$ energy frorn wind. 
3)R~ght bcre in fhc Twin Cities, one of G q i l l ' a  caginem was able to 
find a way tn make platstic and dher everyday items, such ts$ fabric 
fibers. from renewable resources insteed of petroleum blas-ed ~murces .  
'Type In www~ca~gi l ldow.~tn and let them k1t you how ,... 
Pretty cml, hub? Amazing what a liuie ingenuity can do. 

Im P&emen 
2690 Fox St 
Wayzak MN 55391-9339 
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Denise Peterson Jm Peterson 

---- Fonvarded by David &derjR3/USEP44jUS on 01/08/2004 M:52 PA4 ----- 

Dear John Forren 

1 wotrld ltkc to vowe my opinion in opposition to mountamtop removal. Thts practice dong 
with ftlling tm3lrgs is dmnstat ing tn thc erology nf thc Iwal c*ornnmn~tics. Pcnplc who's 
Irvel~hmd depend upon motmtluris are iocced to  kave their homes from the Jeswction that 
the dynarnl~e md dust hme left upon them. The mountam are literally blnwn qat-t.... 
St-~rdres strow that the l l ~ h  forests o f  southern Wrest V q p a  and Pastern Kt-ntmky sre 
anlung L ~ I P  most Liohgicdly diverse ternpetarc Sorcsts o m  Earth. We need to yeutrct 
them ... Coal mining has been the only livebhood for many of these famrlies, a d  prcmd 
miners gate d-ietr hves to open thc d m r  for untonitatton m dris country Aidmu& the coal 
industry htw hng promis~d prosperity, the nfea rematns one of the pnotest in the mtion. 
And now wc. aim to &kc c v m  dm sway frnm thew ~ c o ~ * ? G  md hi what? .k ~cstfiet the crvt of 
us can rum on nix lrgl~fs and dishu~ashrtrs and vcrs md computers without a thoq$t??23 
TJteh~ protect the meam buffer zones. The Clean Water L4ct was crea&d for a rt.nson.., 
every child desrrves fresh water t o  drink. Think of the children Irving downstr~sm fcorn 
these c d r y  l'rlis,.. Thrtr weih are coritarnmatcd a d  these towns don't. haw tlrc rnoriey tv 
invest in public waks supply,.. We need ro bcgm to teach penpfc to cunscme.., To thmk 
befort switching on the lights.. '1'0 use the technology of d2e 21 century to help us hamest 
energy from rer~ewabte recourses.., Help protect the mountaim.. their people and the 
enwrrmmcntl l'hc s t d t r s  arc thew.. don't ignore them.., cspcrially not  twrausc aFp~lttm1 
pressure ... 

Sincerely, 

And just what is wrong whh thc regajar miniag procedtwes? Do we treed the coal that 
quickly, or is this an&her "'Plea the Big Bays" scheme. What an. awful way ta go about 
things. 

I am not necessarily a greenie, but I am fbr c a m o n  sense, ~ n d  there is none hare- Ybu 
give the miners cancer, and trike away thdr homes. Nice going. I 
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Susan Peterson Dean Petrich 

TO: John Forre11 

"ptrJch@hidtrey. 
corn'' <petrich To: RJ %uat&ntop@Ef"A 

cc: 
Of /O6/2OM 03:03 Subject: Please Stop Dcstructivc h4munmintop 

Removal IMhhg 
PiM 

Dean Petrich 
21 31 Mid& Drive 
Frdaud, WA 38249-9516 
petrictr@whidbep.com 
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Debor& Pettry Amelia Pickering 

1~36 W. %ont&m Way 
San Diego, CA 92103 . * 

Mr. John Fomn 
US EPA (3ES30) 
1650 Arch St~wt 
Philadelphia, PA 19130 

Re: E~virommtai Impact Statement about Momfainfop Rmoval, mpechfly 3n West 
Virginla 

D m  Mr. Fopen: 

1 wish to state my qposition Zo Momtaintop Removal. MTR destroys stream, 
contaminates &M&g water, causes flooding, moonscapes out of bautiful 
mount&aq damages peoples' homes, en8angm their lives, and destmys forest md 
*idlife habitat. 

It also destroys m c d  h o m q  hclading thost of my ancestors. Ifthis were happenkg 
to Mr. Rush's m y  home in Maine, we'd be seering am imtnediate end to Mountain Top 
Removtkl! 

Tke EPA should be putting its e80rts into supporting dternahve energy sowcm &at 
replace cod and oil. h t &  I am mhmed that our ~ovmment  is supporting hydrogen 
as nn aItemative, when in fact hydrogm generation will require dditional md and more 
Mountain Top hrnbval. 

I ask the EPA to: 

1. Put an a d  to Mom& Top Ramoval 
2. Support the developrnmt of truly reaewabb dta:mativc energy s o m  
3. Provide sever@ penalties for any Yialatons of EPA policias &wEia;B tho mouneaiag 

These momt&m are a precious part of ow: American enviromat atld mast be 
pmerved. 

Bkbomb Brooks Pettry, Ph.D. 

Dear Ntr, Fmm, 

X. atn writing to you a ~ o u t  ttu: &vimnment.a~ ~mpplct -mt on moxmtaint& 
r m d  eLnd v&ey fizls rrnd proposed fuZa c that it d m  far 
coal companies to de-oy aur laad d wmnuzitie8.5 live in the coaJfield8 of 
Kentucky and I larow &e derrtruden and devastation that mautltafntLlp 
rmwd mining ibg d&g. 

f do not support Alternatives #I, 2 or 3 contained wiW the EX$ report. None of / 1 -5 
these oprians 4 p t w t  our water cw QW mrnwuIridea. I erm oppah~d to any 

B that would we&b~~ thb fam m d  regtkhtiom that protect olear~ water. 
t R c ? ~ b u f f e r ' 8 o n e n i l e ~ t  

p~ohibit~ l&lhg C Z C ~ ~  hthh 100 feet 6f *b~m3. I 

I am aw~dpy Ulat the repart arjwts, withottt r n a s u z t n ~  canafddon, +&c 
x d i o n s  on the uw dvprlley BZls. Them is plenty of science and a r~trong 

a pwdtion th& bdhg m u n U s  and brvying hltrws is 
wrong aad ptlst et4p M ~ ~ ~ ~ t a i n t o p  rom& m d  d e y  hlls ae et way afminhg 
has mpae about as a loophole in fedwal haw mei these p&ce:b should be 
outlawed mmplet&y. 

Tkb repart rge Bush ta tha cod 
indtrstrg. It t what mauetaQctop removaf 
mining L doh8 and ignarm tfie public$ demand ibr clew waterI a healthy 
m * o m a t  and &t c m d ~ c s .  
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Joseph & Helen Piekering Joseph Presson 
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Andrew Price 

prate& n&ural resources and communities in 
rcxtrictions 
t3n the srze ofvdley f i l ls  to rd ixx  the dc%trwtion of rctreRms, 
forests, 
~4lflife and comrnunrtie~. l urge you to tmrnediately amend the draff EIS 
accordingly. 

Sincerely, 
Joseph Anthony Presson 
cmail-deltnarkat@~ErcgIobal.nd 

PS. Mr. Farm please do nut think that although this 1s a form 
I&er perhaps used by many, it none the less contains the concerns that 
many of us have. 

do not take thts to be a srnali voice of few peopie, it is 
thc concern of all of IB who live on this earth. Pteasc do not mistake 
me for m e  of the tree 

hugging acttvlst who so often get In tb news, m y  
political views and choices cross over into both the democratic and 
republrcan arenas and 1 do believe 

that trZ~ e~vironmnt 2s more preciotis that any political 
dogma. Please do not Id fhese word and the future of this hautifui 
land hfl to thc buatncss's 

and the grccd thaf i s  Mind to long term impacts and 
the Tuttire of America's most precwa; reyourcea ... the nlr we breathe and 
the larrd we live on 
thank jrou, f o s q l ~ .  

I am opposed to any 

--. 
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Donna Price Perrie'Lee Prouty 
-. . + * -  - - - *  

Mr. John F m  
U.S. EPA (3C930) 
1650 Arch St. 
Philadelphia, PA 4 WU3 

Mr. Fon@n, 

t with! to ask U. 8, Emrimnmentai PratBGfim Agency to 
ssnvimramcsml, social and economic devastation Vust mwntaintap removal mining has 
already causgd in Central Appalsohh, and tb put an rssrd to this irwsponsibje form of 
mi mining. 

The Envimnmcsntral Impact Study C O R C ~ ~ W  that maun&intw removal mining k M i  
to ftm emvironmant, that it contributes to disastrous fiooding h t  mutinely emdanger lives 
and property, and &at it can contribute to the d%gradetion oS neirtural wetlands and 
wildlife habht In the region. 

Ye4 the study Mws no so . lneteed, it p w p 0 . w ~  
improve mmmunIcations order to expedite 
pwmittirtg p m x w ,  Mile n fw @I@ land and 
rscsmmenbaons ere 8 mechanism, devieed by the Bu!& sdminisbatjon an to 
the &PA, th;st allows corpwatim to ctanti 
m t h d  while rarnsidng imlifFwent to th8 
connection ta khe land. 

The paap1s who fFve in thaae mountains and river vhtileys, d@s~ndants of many 
gen$r#ionrs of AppalacHam, know .this land to be the lifsbhd of a unique culture, rich 
in history, tradition &Pro 
heritage For Mure being 

Our quality of life and our hevpe for a sustainable mrwmic tU.m for ouf psople is 
fitwally being blasbd and burid under 
mountains and river vaileyq the culture of an 
provide a e o m  of energy that is, at bst ,  temporary -for cola[ is a finit@ wsaurce. 

P l e e  stop Utis Imspwibk d m t i o n .  Stop mountaintop temomi. 

Donna Price 

1650 Arch Street 
PWelpbia, PA 19103 

doing 
Wdbbf&BiZ4atDdtrsJfayfi& 

3. PGnnit appM&n ga to the COE & Sate bDEP t~ dmi& k: dus& and loartrbs, 
4. Shbe would Iesld tlre &&on. 

With & the fat&c$@ them is on tlw, &&cts of 1 @&atsdtfiom&Phrarocauerasa 
I a m a p ~ 8 8 t h a t ~ ~ ~ m c i e s t h a d y w ~ u ~ d d 0 w ~ e f i P t s t o j  the lives 
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Christine Rafd Teresa Rafi 

Dear Mr. john F o m ,  Project Marnager, 

1 find it h d  to Ix4ieve &at this practice has actudly happened in 
the past and more thw once. It's sa ltxkkous, so bxcliedibly 
destructive, I can't believe ppeople want to do more of it. Meaae help 
s haigbten out priorities. 

Christine Rafal 
122 F4cst.h St 

Somedle, MA 02135 
ra6d@fas,ham~rdrdcd~i 

I am writing to conamat on the &aft EIS regatding the practice of k~~outitaintok> ren~ovril in 
surface mnmg ot.ri;ratnans m WV, VA, TN, and KY, As n general comment on the practice, 
mounlaixltop remow4 and adjaceat valley filling is bnrbivic, aftd it Is inctedibk to believe it is 

n in this counwy and in h s  day h a u s e  it is simply nn eacfier and cheaper 
method crf removing cod. Pa% of the EPAs tesponsibiflties under tbe listed 'Alternatrveskould 
bk to "develop and propose. as SapprapM2Itt5, mkria fat additional chemicals or other parameters 
@.&, bblogid indicators)tha would support a madificaticln of misting smte water quality 
standiuds." In doing so, I encourage the EPA NOT to allow any of the States in question F A ,  
KY,, TN, WV) to use this provision as a vehicle fm R E M I N G  ESTABLISHED WATER 
QIJAIvT'JY CRITERIA, which would ultimately aliow or audaw mining cclmpanles to cnntinue 
their activities wittrout mtigating the impacts of their actions, Please rememberrhnt the EPA w;ls 
emblished for the ptotectmn of the enviroxlment and puhwMlc safety. It is not the job al" the ElPA to 
ensure eccsnonGc detselop~yrent. If mitring conqmnies carmot conduct their uperutms itr such a 
way that en.wre;F water quality criteria are: met, then they should not wnduct thwe activities, or 
they should curtdl those ~ctivities to a scope aad a scale within wM& they can easure they are 
not adversely impacting water qudity, Pl6a.w do not &stegat.d the findings ofthe EXS. 
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C m  bn tfu! En- hpct Stndy@IS) on Momtafn I'ap Removal 

J u & a a M , & m a l . L d n s 6 f n t b b t e h h f a m m ~ m p u s h e d  
intbthe h m  buried hundreds af miles of 

w, but mmtlng 
a n d ~ P U I ~ b ' ~ ~ ~ @ ' ~ o r l d w a t e r  
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Jan Randall 
.ijranddl@sfsu.e<i To: R? Mountaintogg>EPA 
113' cc: 

Subject : for hearing on mountain mining 
1213012O03 04:06 
YM 

Pkase r e d  attached letter a b u t  mountaintop mining. 

Mr. John Forrw 
Project Manager 
l J.S. Envimnmentd Protwtion Agency (3EA30) 
5 650 Arch Street 
Yhrladclphra, PA 19 103 

Dear Mr, Fomn: 

I &-onply urge you tcr mend  the EFAs dm8 env~ronmenhl i 
h x n M  effects of mountaintop removal minirag. As a biologist, I find the %Ah 
Administration p t i c y  that whote m w n d n  tops can be m o v e d  to result in the 
destructton of forests and streams a totally unllcceptable practice, ?he environmental 
damage for a short term financial g ~ i n  by cool cornparnos should mt be allowad. 

%s opinmn zs not rnme alone. According to the dm6 Envlronmentd Empact Stnbment 
(EIS). the env~ronmezntal ef-rmts of rnounlmntup wmovd are widespmd. AevaMng pnd 
permen t .  Yet the draft E1S proposes no restrictmu on the size of valley fills tlmt bury 
streams, no Iimts on the number of acres of forest that can tK. destmywd, no pmte+tiuas 
for impnled wtldlife and no safeguards for the ciommun~ties that depend on the  ton's 
nltlt~ral resources ;for themxelves and future pnemtions. Insterld, fhe Bush 
admin~skatian'~ "preferred alternativef' for addressing the enormous problem c a ~ s e d  by 
mountaintop rcrnoval mifling ignores the administration's own studies aad proposes 
uwdcmng existing environmental p r t~~c t ions  and allnwlng mountaiutop removtil m d  
associated valley fills to continue a.t an accelemted. ratr. 

At the v q  IwsI, I urge the Bush dininivtratmn b conskderdlematives t b l  d u c e  the 
envit~nnmental impwts s f  mountamtop nstnoad and then implement memwrm to protect 
ndtural teswurceu and communities in Appalachia, such as ~estrictions OR the size af 
valley fills to reduce the destmc.tton of stecarns, forests, wildlife and communitias. 
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Kevin RandaIl 

n@brecn& G To R3 Mountainto 
Mns CC 

Subject Re Help Lrrnrt Mountaintop Coal Removal Mrn~q 
01 /I 912004 09 57 
PM 

I think tb re  should be the stron$& regukfions ta prevent ttw 
dratrwtctron of the mutltains and the filling and plutlon d %air 
stream 
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"Sowing My Commmity Back" 

By Fr. John S. Rauwh 

bcius Thompson lives about f ,000 feet h m  the blasting siteat the head nFXdttle Tom 

Biggs hollow in McRobert9, Kelttucky. The mining company doing mountnintop moval, a 

practice lhar decapitates mountains in Appalachia to expow a coal seam and lucratively extract 

the blasting. 

seotion Lucius rtdcted to his trailer actvdy sepamted from the main stntcture witfr the tremow. 
- "  - - - 

Whttn it rains, he p ~ t s  buckets throughout his house ta catch the drips fram the cmks caused by 

But no damage compares to the fright he got a year ago. Three of his childten, the oldest I 

1 6- I -5 

hillside with a force so powrhrl &at sny child or eldPly pem could earily hnva baa m p t  I 
away. 

Mou~ttaintq removal, like advanced produotion techniqms in otllex industries, itlusble~ 

some ethical principles lost in the quest for efficicnoy and profit, The chumh tmches that rights 

come with ~8ponsibilities. *I*h coal company hes n right to its coal, but it must mine it 

responsibly. 

it877 rhc? Su&cc Mining Conttol anri IPc?clmtion Act sought to prevent water 

contamination and blast d m g e  to homes. A quarter canturjr ago strip mine techrmlog allowed 

moving cod veins only n w  the mrfw 81x3 mine4 tand bad 60 be mbted to its original use 

and contour. One smdl cxenrption in SMGRA dlowed for leveling ofrnow1tnins and filling of' 

7 years of age, were playing in front of the hourje. A dowpour cam, 60 the kids went inside. A 

moment later n tortent of water rush4 down from the strip site flushing debris and mud ffom the 

charges, monster shovels and huge trucks hauling 80 tons somdimes level down mountains 500 I 

17-2-5 

cracked walls d foundations, ltnd surroundings of constant dust and noise pollution, I 

feet, dumping millions of tons oftop soil and m k  Into be river beds in the adjacent valleys. 

With rnounteintop removal mm1 communities face possible floods, dry wells, poltuted streeulls, 7 0-4-2 

itadustries stand in jeopardy. 

jobs. 111 1978 strip minfng employed 1'7,181 in Kmtucky, but by 2000 the fil~uro dropped to 

4,612, while production fell only one-fourth. A job in strip mining represents a temporary human 

Recoeplizing the pdncipfe of car0 of creation links naturally with the principle regarding 

11-1-5 

rights and rmponsibilitias, John Paui TI pwIalrns the right to a safo environment must eventually 

be induduf in m updated U.N. Charter of Eiuman Rights. "Rcqect f i  ti& and fnr the dignity of 

the human pmun atends also to the rest of om~ftion." 

Qn De~ember 10,2002, Ifitmtiond flumm E&ts Day, 60 peopke ascended a mountsin 

to a strip site ovmlookiag McRobeFts. T h y  came b pray. McRolrerts Eutd mt experienced a 

serious flood since 1957, but in the last 18 months thy  faced 5. h y s  rose to change hewts 

and open eyes. At the conclusios Ctatherlne Wen, a McRobrts' senior citizen, walked among 

the rock and dirt, and with a ~ymhlic gesture of how and determinatioa she; sraxtcred a hrtndful 

of wildflow s& saying, Y 'm rsowing my mmmunity bsck." 
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Lisa Raybum Eric Recfrel 

ail corn To R3 Mountaintop@EPA 
C;C 

01/05/2004 08 24 Subject. Comments on Draft prograrnmatlG Envltonmentgl 
Impact Statement on mountarntop 

AM removal caal rnrnmg 

Envtrornental Protection Agency Envrronmental tmpad Statement 

Dear Envrromental Protection Agency Envrmnmntal lmpad Statement, 

Having lfved In and loved West Virginla for aver twelve yearn, I 
Rave seen and studred the Impacts of mountain top remaval mining 
first Mnd I urge the Bush adrnimstratton to do werything In 
its po\rr@rs to rncrease the overstght of mountarn tap removal 
mlnrng practrces and to reduce the size and number of new 
mowztarn top removal sttes This rnlnlng practice has devesst9\ttng 
long-term Impacts to Iml  ecolog~es, communtties and ewnomres 

Lisa Rayburn 
176 Chapel Street 
Sprtlce Brie, Norlh Carolina 28777 

January 15, 2004 

Mr. John Famn 
us EPA (3EA301 
1 f S O  Arch St. 
Pit3ttdekphia PA 19103 

-- 
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Patricia Reed 

I sun upset to ieam that t he  Buqh ~dmmistrar~on plans tn conhnw to let coal ccmpanws 
destcoy Appalwh~a with mmng practices that lewl incruntaintopq wipe out  forests, bury 
strams, and destroy communities, Thts Issue is c3f extame iqnc tmce  to me, as it is to all 
who llvr on this planer, whether hey  choose to ignore it s c  speak out ahnut it. Pret.esrdent 
Bush is seeking re-election, brrt how can I pasably support, In p a d  conscience, myone who 
wodd rob our children and thezr children and all the other creatures who resde nn this 
planet of what's left of rhr earth that we now eqoy 2 To alluw mountaintop rmwval nzimng 
to conhnw, ad not only rhat, but  to also make ~t easier for coal mining companies to get 
perm& fur &is 1s p t  the fatest example of Mr. Bush conststentky showing a very serio~s 
lack of concern o r  appcecimon fur our home, the only place m h e  untverse we hme to lzve. 
I may be but one smdl person, hut f cannot and will riot uonscruusly offer my s~ipport tm a 
person who s h o w  such blatant d~sregacd for cur precious Eta& To m, as a ctttzen of this 
cwntry and of rhts pIa.net, the issw of our mvrmnnmit is of utmost mpcxtance, b e c ~ u s  as 
Iiurnans, we hve and d ~ e ,  but our earth wrll need to  go on so that our children can haw a 
Ilun~e. Wc ($0 not occupy t l ~  planet alone - we have animals and plants wid dl sorts of 
other spcct~s to consrder - most of them =re here long before we were We do  not have- 
the right to harm them, especially nut to t h ~  potnr of extinctton, whch is w h a t  will ultimatdy 
I q p e n  ns long as Mr. Bush md others like him  are rtlore concerned with h n g s  less 
trnprtctmt than the future o f  &is $met. People tend to put the issue of our enrironrnent on 
thr back hurnet s o  they can deal with the more tmmediate issues at hand, but &en they 
fixget &sut the pot t t d s  12011113g r~ver ~ r i  h e  tuck ?%e rssw of uur envtsoatrnent needs to 

be dealt with NOW Our cnvtronmental sttiu.tton can nu longer he ignored. Laws should be 
made ;fight now that prutect our plartet, but i n s ~ a d ,  the lawrrmkers asc lookrig fm ways to 
explott what rzsc)titce'i we hsvr left+ 

- forest losses rn West Yirgtnta have the patentid of directly impacting as msny as 244 
vertebrate wildlife qttcies, 

Xn light a f  tftrse facts, I urge you to consider alternatives that: r edwt  the en~iranfnilntd 
i n p r t s  of mountamtop ~moval. F~nd another w q .  Strip hurting our  tiorni-. Yo11 should 
be looking for ways to pmte'ct our Eesources insted of & n d q  Inure ways to rmqt our 
plmet: and destroy dl af us who live here. 

Patricia Reed 
k V~cmilyea Street 
Pleasaneilk, NY 10570 
USA 

--- 
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Linda Reeves Dylan Reid 

Rt. 1 Box 353B 
Amra, ?VV 26705 

August 22,2003 

Mr. John F~~ US EPA 
1650 Arch Street 
Phiiadelphia, PA 191 30 Mt. Fomn, 
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Richard Rcis David Reister 

Dwid Reister 
Date: 12/24/03 
City: Knaxvik State: TN Zip G d e :  37931 

I have read the four alternatives in the L)r& Rogrammaric Environmental Impac~ 
Statement for Mountaintop MrrixlgNzllIey Fills Pn Appsl&&ia. Since the erosioi~ of a flat 

plateau over several hundred million years p d u m d  the valleys in Appalachia, all ofthe 
valleys have streams in them, %%en the tops of rnount&ns axe removed and plsiced in the 
vliXleys they will destroy or impair the water qdity a-nd the quality of life of the dl of the 
humans aad other animals that live in the valley=ys. I favw the meation of a wide buffer 
zone t o  protect the streams. Ch~tently, there is a 2-4-yw-dd rule &at prohibits mining 
impacts within $00 A sf streams. A11 df h e  three proposed dtecmat.ives are focused m 
govemmeat.il1 eEi&ency ratksr that envit.urrmenta1 protectbn a& describe how the 
various agencies of the federd government will cmdinate their management procedures. 
Smce none of the alternatives requires a wide buffer zone around existing streams, I favor 
the NO Acticjn Alternative. 

David Reister 
1 O366 Rather Rod 
Knoxville, I?? 3793 1. 

--- 
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Jordan Reiter 

----- Forwwded by David Ridcr/R3/USEPNUS on 01/09/2004 02:49 PM ----- 
Jordan Rciter 
<jordan@breeztng To: R3 Mountxrnto~4EP.A 
c o w  CC: 

Subject: Comments on dr& E1S on mntaintop removat mining 
01/02/2004 03 :47 
PM 

January 2,2004 

Mr. John Fo~mn 
U,Y. Environmental Yrottxtiorl Agency 
1650 Arch Street 
Pkilddphra, PA 19103 

Dear John Fomn. 

I am upset to learn that the Bush axfmrnrstration ptms to continue lo 
Id coal compan~es destroy Appalachia with min~ng pmctrces that level 
mountaintops, wipe out forests, bury streams, and destroy communities. 

I have friends and acquaintances who live in mostly rmnrng a r m .  I 
understand that rntnlng can aud does provide jobs for people m certain 
areas. Horvcsvtr, from those I have talked to, ~ncluding former miners, 
tlrc work is difftclrlt and the pay docs not rcflect the diffimlty of the 
Inbsr. Mountmitop mtnrxlg 1s especjdly rfanxngng; as a brute method of 
rmnmg. ~t requves fewer total workers. As the use of &IS form of 
mining bt.comes more "ppeahng to coal companies b e c a w  of the wlative 
cheapness of the method and the slacking of envmmmental reguhtzttrons 
wntrofltng its use, workers will actually be laid off, even as the 
amount of miniag operations grow. 

When 8 mountain i s  mind using mountaintop removal. thew is nothing 
wefix1 left over. It is a temporary gain in resources that leads to a 
barren, untmeable mountain top. Generally, these sates remain polluted 
and h n e n  for long time. A mountain that kas not strip-mind csti be 
wed for many purposes: totlrims which in my opinion should become In 
We& Virginia the pri~nar.~ sowce of revenue; susfainabfe tree fanning, 
nature reserves, nr hunting. Witli these uws, you are stit! left with a 
mountain ~lhich can ke turned towads hundreds of other uses. Mountaintop 
removal leaves you wtth nothing. 

Accord~ig to the admmlstratron's drafl Environmental lmp~ct  
Statermnt(E1Sj on muntatntop st;moval coal mining, the environme&al 
effects of mrnmiaratop removal are widesp~ad, devastating, and 

- over 1200 miles of s t m m ~  have been damaged or d&royeJ by 
mountaintop removal; 

- Ebrertt los,w in West Virginia have the poknlid ofdirectly 
impacting as m n y  as 244 vertetrrafe wildfife s 

- Without new Emits on mountaintop removaf, an addrtional 350 square 
miles of mauntatns, &ream, md forests will bc flattened and destroyed 
by mountaintop m u v d  mining. 

Jn light of these fwts, I urge you to corwder a1brnat.tvea that reduce 
the envirarrmental impacts of mountaintop removal. Thank you for your 
consideratioo af this importmt issue. 

Sincerely, 

MTMNF Draft PEIS Public Comment Compendium 



John Reppun 

John  Reppan 
<l:eycciC.Iidwi.i. L L . To : R 

Mc?unt;i:~topPEP,I 
corn: CC: : 

Subject: Save Streams 
from Mcuntai ntop P5nir.q 

11/14/2303 07:12 
M 

J',?:it+ F'or-re!?, Rnvi  t-\>nmenT..?l P r r j t e c t . i a n  Aqe-ICY 
U.S. EPA (3EA30) 
1650 Arch Street  
Pliil&deJ.phid, PA 19303 

Stear Mr. Tarren, 

r n s u i l t r a i ~ t q ~  it:%nir,g artd v n l z e y  fills. The alternatives eva'iusted i 3  

y i u  r 
K3y 2 3' 
2903 ilral!. E r i v i r o ~ i ~ e r i L a L  I r n p a ~ L  Stdlemeli t  ( E I S )  are i n a d e q u a t e ,  
!rriacccptabI.c and  
nr7- 5 1 7  Fietlpiiiy w i t h  U S E  of  f h e  "p r~ .xu t i o : i a ry*  prircipl~ wherein we ar-c;! 
encoiivaqe 
to szay  f a r  f :mm . t h e  TT);.rink", xatfier zhan t i p - t o e i r , g  slo:rq the a d ~ e  
w h e r e  d i sas te r  
is best ccmrted! 

The El3 ~ X O C ~ Y S ,  in a c y  stat- ,  is . w q n t  t o  pr2ve cwmrruntlies and 
agencies 
~_c.:W?LC$S 

x i o o  dcciaion-rmlring ar id  the "t~at" of o p t i o n s .  lccr dr;ft EIS rcveairs 
c lear  avider:ce 
of the imrar;se ard  :as:iny ' i ~ s r m  t h a t  is C-he remit  8f mcli mining 
practices - 
a h&.r!rr that is f e l t  t!-.rouqhont: the c o u n t r y  be-awe o f  t h e  rnse.saye(s) 
and 
Iesauns  
tiiii3h.t tc nsst genera t i i ;ns .  J u s t  a s  fo i l i s  in VIxgiri ia  rely cic us ti; 
p r c t w t  o u r  
state's resourt:es as ii p a r t  of t he  " p b l i c  drrmin" t h a t  n-e a l l  enjcy, 
We 

miis", 

r e l y  air you tc jo t h e  same for yaur , a t % t e ,  i t  i s  t i r n w  t o  pr postive 
at awsrdabig 
:,f crus. . ~ i i e ~ i s . - . u u ,  f nags  b e  rwalersrhd rosGuxces lxefuru L h e  dei.ds"ld:iulr - ~ f  
svch practices. 

I t  ia my ! i r ~ d e t s t a n d i n y  that the S u r f  ace M i n i n g  C c m t r o i  and Raclanet i m  
A c t  ' s 
::iirrmt. "k?uifer  icrit;" rule n w  proi~ib; ts  rnirrirtg acLivitied :ll.jl. 3istusb 
3r.y axes 
within 109 feet of larger  ,5tr.a$rhm. T1;e altern~t i v e s  you prripo-e 'rmnlci  
S S ~ V C :  to 
e l i m i n a t e  t h e  currs~nt. limiz on  u s i n g  i l ~ t i ~ n w i d e  pert~:ts tc apprciivr3 
v a l l e y  f i l l s  
Lr, West : ' i r g i n i a  t h a t  are 7argc.x t h a ~  25o szrc3. 'iXi,~lr, i n  t u r f .  w o ~ l c i  
diwo the 
Bffics of Surface Mininq a whole new m l e  i n  the T2san Water .kt 
prnn: tt i ng f a r  
i n d ~ ~ ~ t a i n i o p  ifiiriiriy that. d w s  ECL Z C L T M I I ~ ~  e ~ i s t .  i:t the lau.  

-2. -his e n d ,  i nrmwxage p u  ta p:essea sat s+ . ide  1-hr " ~ r ~ f s r r r w i  
d l ~ e r n d L i v & "  
yyiid have p u t  f . x t h ,  i n  favor  of a f i l i  i i n v e a t i g a t i c i ?  a d  p-lblic 
:i is(: ' bsli rc: [? f 
zptions Intended t o  truly m i n i m i z i :  t h e  e n v i r a r m ~ n t a l  and csanacti- 
darns yef f z JHI 

this farm 05 minim a x !  f i l l i n c j .  

l'kafik yw.r f u r  ycjul cwisi.dsr a t ia ; r~ .  

J ~ h n  Reppun 
47-3 f )C  W+ I t ime  Ed 
Kmedie, HI 9h71 :-4917 
USA 
key.cdPheyda 1 i . i: r , can 
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Michelle Reynolds 

1viickeUe Keylolds 
<micheJ_le@rursllstn To: R3 Mo~mtaitltop@EI)A 
tegies.org> cc: 

Subject: Comments to be considered for the 
fuid EIS 

08/28/03 01.4'7 PM 

John Forren 
r2.s. F,PA (nr53n) 
1650 A d  Street 
IJhiLdetpkia, PA 19103 
Sent via ern.& 

Existing ~t'gdations created to effectively govern the process of cod mining are 
under attack. 'ILese regula~ions are importmt to those direclly aIlf~ted by 
rninkg psrsct%.xs - those in the coal indust rg md those who reside in codheld 
communities, I live ut \%%itesbuq, Kentucky, surtlottnded by many active md 
formerly-active c o d - m h g  opemtions, a d  wanted to write with my 
comments about &e F~vironmentaf Impact Study. Tbmk you fur offering this 
oppsrtunity to expreqs my views. 

I welcomed tko scientific studies presented in the ElS &at document the 
widespred and irf~eversibke damage caused by Mountaintop Rmaval ?&h.kg. 
Aftcr rc&cw.ing the recommencbtions that followed however, 1 was ccmftrsed. 
I have no chmce to believe that even though the government is aware of the 
en.i.imnrnentd dmgers present in the practice of Mountain Top Removal they 
refuse to do anything about it. 'I& is &stmbing. 

Regufations are m essentd pat of h e  Americw system. Just as we do not 
allow +mte behaviol: ia our justice system, we should not allow the coal 
mia* industry to act as their own police, At the public hearing an this issue 
in Hazard, ICY on July 22 several representatives from the coal mining industry 

&ms I, 2 md 3 
of the idustry 

stated that the cotit k&stgr cnuld not suwive with rqpI&t~s, I pmpose that 
the cod mdustry> Xike other successfuf ~hex"icm znmrii?riw, reXy on mnovation 
as B way to get ahead instearl trf pushkg fix h e  &ssulutir>n of regvLrrrms 
cnated to protect our: air, watet, and quality of Me. It is cziticd that the quasi- 

ies put in place to regulate tlte cod industrg on  hehalf of 
the people they are appointed to represent be vqylant in the repllntion of 
mining laws. 

Tbmk you, 

Michelle Reynolds 
52 Easy Street 
%%itesburg, KY 41 858 

Michelle Repolds 
The Cmter for Rntd Strategies 
46 E& Main S t m t  
tVhitcsburg, KY 41858 
606-632-3244 voice: 
C,0I'r-632-3243 fax 
wzrw,rnralstrategies .erg 
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Jams Richasd Nancy &ley 

Sincerely, 

Please do not &ow h e  Bush dmin is tdon  ro&nue to let cod 
cumpmiea destroy Appalaclva with mining  practice^ khdt levd 
mountaintops, wipe out &.msts, bury strems and destroy cornmtmities. 
Then you could honestly stand bcfore: God md say that you have *ate$ 
Xis F.a& witb reverence. 

James Richard 
22055 Oxnard St 
Woodland ? ids ,  (=A '31367 
~ich~rdswr~tit~~s@aol.com 

1-9 

MTMNF Draft PElS Pubfic Comment Compendium A-1 187 Section A - Citizens 



Paul Robertson 

----- Forwarded by David WderlR3NSEPNUS on 01IO8f2W4 01 :58 PM ----- 

01/05EOM 02 08 cc 
PM Subject' Comments on draR programmatic E1S on muntarntop 

removal coal rnlnlrly 

Mr John Forren 
U S EPA (3EAX)) 
2650 Arch Street 
Phila&Selphia, PA 19103 

Dear Mr. Forren, 

The damage to our environment must stop 1 flnd lt 
uncunscionaUe that the Bush admtntrstr&ion @am to contrnue to 
let coal campanw desiroy Appalachia wdh mmng pmdies that 
level murkamtop, w l p  out forests, bury stream. and destroy 
commun&s 

The Bush sdrnlnrstratlon contmws b @?ore hundreds of 
scisntlftc fact8 and ContlnwEi to press an antlsnvlronmental 
agenda f he earth 18 our home and home to future gemratram We 
must proted our valuable environment 
Rfchard Robertson 

Richard Robertson 
?$40 Whrltier Ave 
Costa Mesa, Calrfornra 92627 

CC 
SenetM Bafbgra Ebxet 
Representative Dana Rohrabacher 
Senator Rsanne F e t m l n  

- 
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Tom Robertson Gail Roc 

We find it abhorrent tha~ the Bush ltdrrmi~~islsatiofi plans to enitble ~wal companies to 
destroy Appalachia with mining practices that level 

mountaintbps, wipe out forests, bury strewns, and destroy commutrides. As a 
citizen eavironmntal advocate E a t  over 30 years, I am 

intimilrely aware ofthe savages of cod mining in almost dl its forms. The coal 
baons have NEVER had to pay fwthe fall anclillasy msts t 

communiriw, citizens, public infrmtructwe mn~poamts, and health and safety 
mpacrs. Old King Coal 3611 reigns dz$pite the exbnt of 
acmmulated science about '%is'b~pe of and ravqps to the l a d ,  water, air qudity, and 
individual property owners. My use af tho term 
"we" simply adds my huaband as a cn-advocate against relaxatioa of environmentrri 
standard that offer mximum protec2it)tl froin mining- 
related travesties. and itljustices, I was pemd to be an institee to the ROSE GARDEN 
1977 SMNIN'CI QF THE FEDERAL SURFACX 
MfNINO ACT by President Jimmy Carter, It promised basefine potecticrn that allowed 
states to exceed the federal standards. The ide'eds 
ofthat 1% fought for b&latjon haw k e ~ e r d n g  since the bill went into effect. Even 
Pennsylvania, which pqmtedly  was a leader in 
mining rregttlaaioxl ha rescinded most of i t s  mom proteetivr: provisions under the: edict d 
a Republican administration spearheaded by 
Gav. TomRidge. OSM hits &come a pawn of the mwng ihdus&y atrd mstead of offerrng;: 
oversight af Hate programs, it now works to 
dimin& the regut-atory programs of individual states, SHAME: on hose who still bow to 
the reign d King Coal and bavo to those who 
endwe the seemin& hopeless fight against extractive indmtries that dunt' give a "darn" 
about what and who is hurt during theit 
urndenting pvrsuit of profit, The stalthily concocted comment dedlnes for regulatory 
wisakeaing by state anand fedad entities who are to 
protest our envjrrmment is duly mred herre as well as in many previous regulatory 
refaation mischief, 
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Hugh Rogers Ruth Rogers 

----- Forwarded by David KidcrMJKJ SEPNUS on O f  iOY/2UQ4 0354 PM ----- 

Dear John Forren, 

We haven't written to you for several years, since the fiat and second 
roitnds of Corridor H EIS comments. ' k s  one's even h ~ g p r .  Somdlmes 
Corndor H has appwiretl hi) us as a Xiundred-rmle-long @trip job, with 
most of the harmful consequences of that practm. h6 we bave seen the 
devastation caused by MTR In Southcrn West Virginin, and we can't 
belteve that the waters ofthe current BIS could make their 
resammendittions to continue that form of min~ag after that descr~ytzoa 
of what it has done and wuid do. 

In a very few u ~ ~ d s ,  we oppose ntounta~rttop retnovaf and valley filh and 
any clmge :en the d e  proteetmg stseam buffer zones, We are: 
d~sappointed and angry that the federal government g r o p e s  to ignore 
i ts own 81udfe~ hy redwing protedwns for people and the environment. 
We demand n new study that looks at nlternatwss to prevent new 
mountaintop removaJ and valley fill operations. We cdl for temmat;ion 
of the oxirttng M I'K mnes withln 5 years or by the axplratmn o f  the 
current initling ywr~nlt, wirtchevzr d a b  ocatrs first. 

Sincerely. 

hy Hugh Rogers, President 

- the ro ta1  of past, pressnt and estiloated f:.ture fores':. 1,733e.5 
i s  i . 4  million zcres 

---.--.- --*--- 

MTMIVF Draft PEIS Public Comment Compendium A-1 'I 90 Section A - Citizens 



- :.~l.ci'~:su: Law 1 ; u s i t s  zi: tcsu:lt~alntap r e m o - , y a L ,  2 1 1  b ~ ' d i t i 0 i l a l  353 
nqbare r - j  Les ':,ha:>:zc"in,z, st:-ems, ax3  f c r rcs rn  will he 
f l r i t t c ~ ! ~ c d  3n3 d':.x:zye4 ky m c r d l i t Q i t i t ~ p  IC l t *< iV.31 m i n i n g  
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Michael itorno 
3263 Cote Avenue: 
Sim Valley, CA 93063 
dantrary 6,2004 

.fohn Fomm 
I;.S Eovirotu~nentill Protection Apney 
1650 Arch Street 
E'h~ladalphia PA 19 103 

I am opposd to the pmctlcc of rnoui~htutop mining and valley filIs. I do not thlnk the proposcd 
regulation changes take full col~s~dctrblmn of the impact that valley filfs cause. I have several relntrves 

1 1-9 
hrc 111 C'alifocmti who h a w  bought homes h i l t  ert'ikcr. on filled-tn h~llstdes or filled-in canyoen. Tlmc 
homes hrwe had problems a.4 the fill hnq settled over ime. In the wetter climate of the .4ppalacktans, I 
feel thew setltrng problems ~ . o u l d  occur mure senotwly and oftener. 

I a1w have concerns abnuf psstble ityuefactton effects of sintam burial. I0 y a m  ago during the 
htxthndge earthqtuke out here in ValiTorrus, several block9 rn my commLmtty sudaned beavy dsnlsrge, 
Tbese area8 new built on the ailuvtd fill of nearby wet-seamn streams. The New Madnd eltrthqiakm of 
the early 1800's were wdely felt in. the Alrp~lachinrl qmr. and that region was spamly rnldxted 
ocjmpared to today I'he New Madrid fault structure is abli ac-hve and many gwlog~ats fed tt I$ capable of 
prcducing tl vtroag quake wthrn the nenr future, t fear the tinpact of WCII a gtrong eartbqunkrs on the fill, 
cspcinily f i r 9  water thle level is affected by "drowued stream" water. 

filrfmirs's I'entrai Valley 1s mrles deep In swltment from the S i m  Neveda.~. The sod $3 naturally 
"neb" m selenium Irrigation runoKlcacbes the selenlurn. In the past, dry l&eMu have been u& as 
sumps to collwt the trngatxxi ninoff. Mgraiory b~rdsuslug the. lakbcds hevc been swcrely a f fwtd  by 
the selentum-a;on@mnated wdor. f can only rmagins the dame thing would happen m water from buried 
stream flows through fhs fifl. sinti abgorbs selen~um [rum the mtnrng wmarns. The only rlill'ewaee - and 
a tnagor one - IS that udrkc C'nitform~, which docs not use the sclcnwm nlnoff! the Appiitclliari nrnoK 
wrwld be ttie source of water for both people and wddlrfe downstream 7 3 ~ 3  would cause severe 
ccologicd ~nvlmlllmntd COllRWrpCflCL'S 

f thank you for the chance to Id inc: and other dtlrens g v e  ~nput on thrs serious issue, and f tm9t you i l l  
give our concerns your full consi&ralioo. 

Sincerely 

John Fmen 
US EFA (3EAJO) 
1650 Arch Street 
PIriJddphla, PA 193 03 

Dear Mr 

I Oppose the Bush dmjnistration" intent to wtl;iken and thereby cripple the current 
Mountaintap Removal Act. As American citizetrs, we are bomd by heritage to protect 
ow environment. 

Concerning the proposed weakening of the Mountaintop Removal Act: An economic 
study prepared as part of the I S ,  shows that evea wider the most restrictive smnwim 
studied by rhe agencies, the ecox~oxnic costs of dramatically limiting the size of valley 
fills woutd be minimrd, h a u ~ e :  

There would still be adeqirate cad to supply the nation's energy needs; 
The price of elecb3ejty would not stgnificantly increue; and 
The price of cad would increase by only about a dotla per ton, an 
amount edipsed by the volatiIity of the: maket, (the price of cwl has 
v d e d  ffrom$17 to $40 per ton over the past two years). 

En refetence to the weakening of the Clean Water Act: 

OYS 1200 miles of Gmalttchian streams have already bwn eliminated by 
vdley fills; 
Aquatic Tifefm daw~sttzarn of valley fills are being 
h a d  or liilled; and 
Stream chemistry monitoring shows sigaificmt in-creases in the concentration of 
se'terriurn - a: wtdloid that ~cmrding $0 the EPA is hi&ly toxic to aquatic life!, 
wen at relatively low concentrations downststam of mcruntaintnp removal mining 
a d  valley 611 operatiom. 

1 an not ae&ssatiily opposed to krsining. I work in the stone industry in Georgia. and 
proudly descend from Appalachian coal miners. There are ahmtives that must be 
considered. 
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Do not aclcept the unsubstantiated argument that this will m s t  jotx. 

In 1998, mining scwumed for 9.5% ofjabs in WV; today it is less than 3% with 1 1 - 1  -2 
mountaintop mining ernpbying 0.5%. 

Please make a positive stand on the side of protecting wr nation" environment. Doing 
otherwrse will cause in.ea7ersibfe harm to our water, forests, and endanger tens of 
thousands of American citmrans- 

Most Sincerely, 

-- 
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This mcssngc is for John Forran at the Enivronmcntaf Protection Agency 

Dear Mr. Forran: 

1 haw wen the rsvagcs of mountaintap removal aad know farmllcs whosc lwcs have k n  
ctrsnlpteti by the dev~~fattntron of this rnt t t t t tp :  practice. 1 trfwngly encourage you and your agency lo 
stand by yortr own stud~es and to oppose moultaintop removal, vdiey Ellrr and any change in 
stream buffer zones. It does not make setme to spend tax dollars studying environmental 
pract ices and then lo ($0 the opposite. It 1s up to yaur agency lo plrrlecl ow wlur ,  Imd and 
people's health. 

' h n k  you for your consideratjon. 

I: keZis-?e t h i s  i s  ar, extremely a h o r z s i y k t e d  ep~rosteh t;u meet energy 
aeeds. 1 also be;ieve t h t  t3e m t i v a t i a n  f a r  exploding i w a n ~ a i n  tope 
tc qet at coa l  is purely  ariven by extrin3.e p r o f i t  z i i o n ~ e z i n g .  C s a L  
e m p n  i PS sb rip1 i~;::; w a n t  to save t r  cney PI? ? 4br~r and :IN:+ t ecl?j?31 nq: ER'  

ccs:, 
w h i c h  wir i f lcr  a i t i g a t a  destructinr. ta the qs t i lnuy .  Coa l  cc;r@snjes 
pruiiLaai i r q  z t r a t . q y  J.P aided a:id & w t L e d  b y  Psebide i i t  iGc7o~qe P. B r r ~ l i ,  
Vice-praaident Jick Chcncy, Intekinr Sccrctary Cale f i x - t o n ,  and h c l  
~c%:c?nr! i n  cnmrad, NI- ,  8t.i :e.r. T ~ P  wpp8l l i  nq envt rnrixnai C ~ ' x k  recr:ra 
of these indiviciuais s p s k s  vclumcss agai:,st the x t o f i i a o  o f  these 
laisaez-faire c~Iow.~ns s4-,ai.?arduhip of Public Lands. T h i s  twxix%ain--tc&~ 
;ieturist l o c i  prci;x,sal is ar: u g l y  v i o l a  t.Lucl of  Puhiic T r u z t .  
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Lionel fiubera Stephen Rudolph 

Lionel Ruberg 
<f,lONELLCR@aol.co To. R5 M#untaint~p@EI?A 
111 3 cc: 

Subjccrb Comments on draft EIS on moitntairltop 
removal mining 

01/02/2004 03:45 
PM 

Mr. Joba Forren 
I: .S. Environmend Prokeclion Agency 
1650 Arch Street 
Phildclpbln, PA 19103 

Dear Jnlm Forfen, 

Mountain top removal is an atrocit).. Your program m&cs p u  an 
accomplice. 

Sincerely, 
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Steve Ru tledge Mark Vm Ryzin 

Mr. Soh F o m  
U.S. EPA (3Eh30) 
1650 Ardh StrEet 
PhiladeipMa, PA 19103 
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Paul Sahato 

Commeut~ on Mowatah Top Mining 

I do not ui~dewtmd the argtunent &at coat mining is harming the cconotny, 
particularly in soutberastcm JSentucky. The k t s  show that there are a number of jobs 
directly creatd by the mining industry for aperation of the mines. Also, secondary 
industries have been established to support the mining industry. To name a few, these 
~econdary industries include truoking companies that haul conl by contract, machine 
shops that supply and repair mi~ing equipment, and engineering firm that handle 
permitting and special projects. A tertiary industry of convenience iltores, grocery stores, 
gns swions, and construction companies also share in the benefits of the coal industry in 
soutfietnstern Kentucky. Tlm argument =ems cen&md on removing the coal indushy 
from the region. Givm this argument, what industry will replace the economic benefits 
of the mining industry once it leaves? 

'fie answer is that* eventcrally, the rnirrcabk conl will be de~ictcd hut it will take 
years trj do so. In the meantime, edrancement of the propertyfor human uee will begin . 
to build an monomio infrtlstructure that can one dsy i ~ p l a w  the economic bmefits of the 
mining industry as ma1 m o u ~ w  am depleted. Flat land is at a premium in smfilmstm 
Kentucky and mmt industries that would be fare  enough to succsssfulty oparate in the 
re$ior\ need flat land on which fa build. Tho only way to provide this land is to allow the . - 
mining industry to leave the land flat for human bse. 

Keep in mind wkib it is necessary to be conscioufi of the needs of the various 
species on this earth, the human species also needs m "environmen(a1 footprint" af its 
own to survive. Wc need space, materials, and energy &ourom as does any specieci. We 
tu.e no longer hiinter-gatherers similar to other species and thus tend to live in oities 
which require us to change %hc face of  tlre earth. Cities require energy resattrees that an 
economical and, given the proper cizr;urnstai~ces, mountain top mining is the mast 
economical and eficient method of providing energy for the needs of t h ~  citim. 

In fact, the choico of mountain lop removni is drivon by the envirorrmetitaf and 
economic circumstances surrountfjng the pwticular s-ite to bc mined. Many scams in 
southeastern Kentucky would not be mineaible without the use of the mountain top 
removd method due to market conditions. Use of another method would bc too 
expensive md woufd drive costs cIosc to if not over the mrtrket price of fhc coal 
produced. The land owner who desires to have the cod ~movcd would thus be fiustlalesi 
in realizing the fit11 value of the property, Pwthermore, if the Slate does not reeognizs: 
the cad as unmineable, the land owner ia subject to unmined coal tax& on die potential 
tons of rcscm under the property. Mining companies arc responsible to the land a w e r  
who ieasm the property to the cornpnny for miniug in the most ecotlomical and efficient 
way possible. 

In summary, mountain top removal benefits b e  region by creating potentid sites 
far industry. Sonx coal reserves could not be mined otherwise given the cnvironnaentsl 
und econa~~~ic conditions and The mining wmpany is mponsible to the lend owner to 
mine the coat as econotnically and efficient as possible. An unmined reserve is an 

omstunity lost for direct md Mired n;uppwt of the Iocef 0c:ono~y. If mountain tap 
ed when it should, not b% the by the lmat zx~ntnunity 

and tht: owaers of the land who wish to realize full value fur their property. 

Pml SAinato 
3 129 Comanche, Traii 
Lexir~gton, Kentucky 40503 
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Sue Ann Salmon Manuel Sanchez 

P*O+ Box 60& 
W n * ,  KmhlcItty 42431 
Jmuavy 2,2004 

John Form 
WAS. EPA (3ES30) 
1650 Arch Stmet 
Philadelpfiia, PA 1 91 03 

Dear Mr, F o m :  
foppasemo~rem0vaIamtvalkyfilhandarryc 
The Maril govcnment'e own scientific 
i m p d e t s h ~ n r n D v l t I o ~ i o n a a n d e x c a s s p i i v t l I k y f i l l s . W h q . i s t h c  
g o y  ignoring thin d m  that suppart protections fbr pedpla and the 
cnvmnment? h e cit'm and taxpayer, I mn autmged at 8ld.s Etrcspoasibfc ~ v i o f l  

How c9n our p-0 be 

c o r n d i e s ,  st& d bad QCOW~J~S,  md 00 

droWaeathiswtchr mWhslVirginja fivmoood 
dnd valley till destrudibn of their m t d  ecosystems! 

Geage W. Bush, Sar. Mtcb McCoosla Ssl. Jim ntnain& Rig. Ed Whitfield 

"s tudmanl82@sn.c 
om" cstudm9ni82 To R3 Mountaintoy @EPA 

CC. 

01/07/2004 04:48 Subject: Please Stop 13iestructive hlountamtop 
Rernoc-id &U1g 

Ah4 

Deaf Mr, John Fomn, Pmject Martqers 

Mmuel Sanchez 
5454 
human st., NV 89001 
studtnanl82@/i)snsi1.com 

By blastbgmuuntarn~o~s the streams and plant life haw little c h a n c ~  
of suwi'c* Remember that tvithotlt wster md oxygen narre of us wodd be 
fivitlg so think rwict: next tiwc gbbalkr capital is the only thing 
nmi~ing through your mind. 
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Six~cezeIy~ 



Bennett Saurvers Asbtee Saylor 
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Abraham Scarr Paul Schae fer 

---- Forwarded by David EtiderJR?/USDPA/US on 01/07 / XD"183:X PM ----- 

Abraham Scarr 
68 blew Ocean St 
Swampscott IvW 01 907 

Do you Yebod? 
Yahoo! I lotjabs: Tkter the "S&ning Bonus" Sweepstakes 
http://hotjcibs 31%-~pst&es.yithoo.com/s~i:~&onus 
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Kenny Schmidt 

RE: MOUNTAIN TOP MIPIINGIVALLEY PILL D W T  EIS 
Response to Call for Public Comment 

I am a mident of Pike County, Kentucky, snd am presently employed in the cod 
industry. Therefore, X haw: been follovvlng, csyefully the EPA's review of tbe valley fill 
issue? in Central Appalachia. T continue to be arnarad at how this issue Bas been distorted 
and patitbizcd by Rentuokians for the C o m o n w ~ &  ("KFTC"). 

The K F K  would haw one believe that every mountaintop in Ccntxa] Appalachia 
bas ban, is being, or soon will bc affected by tht: MTR method o f s w b  coal mini% 
Nothing could be Wher &om the truth. A helicopter tour of CrsrW Appalachia will 
show that only n small percentagc of rnountrit-ntop lends has been &ect&, Secondly, 
batring a substantial o h w e  in coat m k e t  prices, very few ofthe vas( anmber of 
unaffected mountaintops will mar be economically feasibh to dwt10p by the h4TR 
method &swface cod mining. I can personally vouch for this fact .~inc$ my most 
important job duty is to identify and acquire: economically pmpective MTR candicfates 
in tho S eastemmost counties in Kentucky and I have not been very sucws.issfitl in this 
endeavor. Xn fact, I h o w  of less then B dozen mouniaintops that ~~t eeanwnim1Iy 
viable MIX tag&. Put simply, the ma1 industry d w  not have a vast number of viable 
MTR targets to consider, 

Mast of thtl remaining viable MTR trrrgets am in cbse proximity to existing MTR 
mining m, The Bmshy Creek watmhed 6f Pike County is the most 
densely/atensively developed MTR mining srea that I am ~ ~ a r a  af in Centra! 
Appalachia luld it will be completely mlncd out in about 3 yam, f am of& infomed 
and experienced opinion that lMTR mining will likely naturally (due to economic 
realitla) "phase out" of thc flve wtem Kentu&y cowtia in Icss W 10 y m .  

No reasonable and infomed person would dispute KFTC's cfdms that there m 
some adverse e~vironmenM and miietal impact8 associated wlth MTR miafng aad 
associated vaIley fills. Hewever, b h p ~ ~ t s  (which I am famiIiar with) me not 
even dose to the mtigrdtuclc claimed by WIG, The dug and blast vibrado~ impaasr on 
pemons residing near MTR pnqjects m ml and u~oidah3ie. Presedy, such dust and 
blast vibration imp~~ts  sre bridled by the dam claim process @ e m  cod opmtw 
and comptaimt) or judicial court system. The clgims of damage8 ta m t ~  wells ara 
mostly bogus since blasting on top of a mowtdn ie not apttbla of 94nkirig'' a water wdl 
in alluvium separated by u$ually $00 fee or more sttrrtignyrgdly from tho lowest 
strattim being blasted, Tlrc envjrmentsl impcts otre primarl!~ a tempmy lw of 
vegetative cover and a significant tapogrtipMc ~mnfia;ufation (usualty fo morc subdued 
slopes), The heetdw(~tem of hotlows which we utxd rrs valIey fill dtes are th least 
sensitive ripetian arms in .tho enthe watmhed due to ephemeral nature ofthett water 
supply and lack of true dream chtinaeI fiodfauna. f 30 E m  St. 

Pikevillle, KY 41501 

In reality, the impacts ofkifX7\ surface cbd mining am a0 different or greater in 
dnh& mvimm~nM risks and e.g. 
caashuction of ii$hways, fahoof mining 
is unique fmm othm s~~hrnoving opsstions in that its nmltmt impacts are all tempomy 
in nature (usuaIly with full revegetation completed in less than a decade from original 
disturbance), whercwa mod other earthmoving projwts ~ m l t  in a permment removal of 
"green space'' EMm the planet. 
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To sum up, a mwooed mtttysis of the MTRNalIey Fill issue will conclude that 
the societal benefits of MIX tax generation, 
land use versstility, otc.) of& residences and on 
unimproved forestlands. Thi our c m n t  society 
have used to develop this cou~try for the hnefit of all, On ibis side of heaven, we mug 
wisely and responsibly use. ow n&mal resources io sustain our WOU being. Without 
n m r d  reso~uce developmmt (cd, natursl@, tknbr), &were is no real economic Zittlrre 
for Contra1 Appeltichia other than a pt8& for mcwziy non-mident KFTC membw to 
m e  visit to buy a quilt or drive through (on newly constructed and permanent 4-lane 
highways) to look at the Autumn leaves. 

9-4-2 

If EPA believes that ICE'TG's "worldview" is correct and MTR mining (with 
valley fills) h u I d  be prohibited due to excessive wi&2 ems,  then the EIS needs to 
reflect the huge costs that wodd have to be bme by society to compensate coal own= 
md surface owners fur the lws of their economic met.  In other words, a FvderaI 
government decision to prohibit MTR mining (with valley fills) would be tanhmount to a 
governant "taking" (i.e. candemn8rtn) of the md property of countlcm coal and 
miffam owners in Cenfral AppaI8chia. Remmber that no MTR mining om take place 
without the coal operator reaching an economic agreement with the wface owner, So a 
prohibition of MTR mining (4th vdey fills) would not oAy b y  mf ownem of their 
real property rights, ht surface owners aiso. Therefore> the Final BE3 should clcmly 
identify that J J ~ E Y  involving s pmbibjtion of vatley fills would likely subject the 
federal. ~ o v m e n t  to a huge Einancisl e x p o r n  fm the msultanS t&g of private red 
property development tights. If you will r m m h  the Conp~imal Rewd behind the 
Surfwe Mining Control md Reclamation Act of 1977, you will fmd &at Conpms 
~co~7A that imposing significant limitations md restrictiom on the methods of cod 

11-3-5 
mining amounted to a taking of red propmy rights and themfore developed statutory 
protections of' these "valid existing ri@5", Therefore, I bbelieve the I%ml EIS should 
stro~gly consider real prop~ty development rights of mrftsce and cod owners when 
weighing the pradcans of the vadom decision dternatives 

Thank you for the opportunity to offer tkls comment. I can be reached at 1606) 
432-7571 should you kave any questions. 



Betty Schnaar Dave Schuett-Homes - 

Dave Sduett-Homes 
City: Olympia 
Date: 1 XW/21)O3 
State: WA Zip; 98502 

I am wririhg coneererning tke dmft EIS on by mouatnintop removal ma1 mining. The 
cnvimmetltal and econcldc studies prepared for the draft EIS do mt lend any support to 
the ttdministration's proposd "preferred alternative" that recommend. weakening 
misting environmenhl laws tbat limit the size a d  Iwation of valley fills, h fact, the 
sti~dies support the- oppitr: conclusion: mounkiatg? removal must be much more 
strictly limited to head off ddifiond md significant devastation of the Appitlacbian 
r e p n k  nmnl resources and the cmmunities that depend on those resorrrces now &d 
forfutui-e generations. I urge you to prohibit destructive minring practices that result in 
destruction of streams aad aymkic hitbitat and to require protectitre measures lo pve-nt  
damage to aquatic systems from mining debris and runoff. 

-- 
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Lance Eric Schultz 

515 Nerinx Road 
NarQnx, ICY 45049 
January 2 ,  2004 

John Forren 
U , S , EPA (ES30) 
Philadelphia PA 19103 

Dear Mr. Forren, 

1 oppose mountaintop removal, v a l l e y  
fills and any change in t h e  b u f f e r  
zone r u l e .  I am disappointed and angry 
t h a t  t he  federal government ignored i t s  
own studies when it proposed weakening 
rather than strengthening, gxoteetians 
for people and the envfronment, 

Of all the dest~uctive mining methods 
ever, this 5s surely the most 
b l a t a n t l y  destructive mining methad 
e v e r .  

Respectfully yours, 

& 
Rose Alma Schuler 

"Schultt, I.xmen 
<t~lchurtz@arker- To R3 Wlounta~nto 
cat corn> CC 

Subject' Fact & Comment 
01 m6/2OO4 1 0 0.4 
AM 

Tuesday January 6, 2004 

John Forren 
PuWtc Comment- U 5 EPA (3EA30). 
1650 Arch Street 
Phrlsdelphla, PA 191 03 

Deer Mr. Forren: 

All modP3fn monomlc actlvrty b@glrrs w&h magy It I$ the differem 
betwen the mtsery of subsrstence and the praspenty of a comfo&able 
standard of Iwmg - our standard of l ~ n g  - the envy of the worm The 
use of energy, wbch supports work, cmtes wealth, expztnds life 

Low-cost, abundant energy IS at the wtneffitane of our 
advancement It has k m  the certral tngntdient in our m&on% 
pr0lDnged tndustnal development, espec~etly that of eleetnc power. 

Frankiy, no other akernatkte energy source exists to pmWe the world 
a commmumte level of economic k m f l t  as 8 product of the capital 
mnve$tmnt expenW However, thme d us wrttnn the mnmg tndu$@y 
have held consecrate the msponsibrlfty of fatthful stewfdship we hold 
to the future generatrom C6 We& Vtr@nianas to mafntain the integrtty 
and beauty of our st&c)'s natural hwFtage W take th~s responsrbttV 
very seriously To date less than *I % of the total land m s  in Wmt 
Vtrg~nta has k e n  affected $, momamtop rnrnmg and yet m s t  p p l e  are 
led to belleve dams th& half of the wsunlafra In the &@te have b e n  
irrevocably harmed Eie a result of the prgct~ce The fact r m f m  that 
not ore fmgmnt of co@fied emprncai evldenoe exists b rauggest that 
this pr8ctrm fnvoke8 actual b m n  to the envrronmnt H w  can we 
contlnue b allow the shlfow vacuous claims of the envlronmefital 
extremists to take prrmaoy over the e c a m l c  well big of the wtaens 
of our state? 

Howewer, certain issues if adopted, couM crrpple our abtfty to compete 
m the global marketplace where Vhst Virginia coal presently represents 
50% of mfld expo& 3pecjkcafiy I m a t  bke tsaw wtth the propsed 
'Yl@ten$ng" of the buffer zone around vallsy frlfs If the &caon rs 

te valtey fifls in applying buffer zone regulatory 

---- - 
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boundaries, then the coal industry In West Virginia will surely mas@ to 
exist 

In addttron, a convrmrng argument has not Men provtded aas to why rt 1s 
necessary for a duptrcatron of efforts to exfst wlthrn the consent 
decree for relaked personnel overlerpping rn the~r professronal 
capacit~es This addltlonal layer of regulatory filtration wtll only 
serve to magnlfy and lengthen the permlttrng process, whrch has already 
prodwed a stranglehold on the southern coal Dett economy 

As a hfetong West Virginla resident I am deeply concerlMPd that the 
average West Vrrgin~an cannot contemplate the severe negEitwe 
implications abandoning the pmctice3 Of muntaintop removal would have 
on theu ltves There are 50,000 direct]obs and over 4W 000 Fyttn 08 
j o b  supported try W& Vtrg~nia's rninrng operations What no one rnfarrnfi 
them IS without the practlw West Vir@nsan$ wuld expect to pay 
astronam~cally htghw utfilty btls We could forget t?tconomic 
&velopment, as oompanies wch as Toyota would never come to West 
V~rgrnta without low cost eiectrmty they requre for thetr 
rfmUfadUrtng processes We could expect to bankrupt our state 
government and to prepare for the masts exodus of Wmt V~rgrnrans forced 
to find garnful employment m other ragrons a f  the country from the fact 
no emplqmnt In West Virgnra will erfst to conttnue to support the 
450,000 of u ~ s  engaged tn the pradrce of reeponsrbly extracting mal 
from the mountains of thls state 

It would be a reprehensrblie and calloue disregard for human life 'en the 
state of West Vlrgim to ablish the pnctim of valley f i f l  
mountaintop mlntng I apprectate your offering to Itsten to tho many 
pointg ~f thts forebdmg matter and the consequences by whlch your 
ruling wtll bestow on the lives and futures of all West Vrrglnans 

Sincerely I am, 

Lance Eric Schultz 

Route 2 Box 68.4 
Marnlin, W 25523 
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Bruce Scott W l h  Scott 
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Jason Sculfion Robert Seaver 

I am writing to cxprcss my ahsotutc oppit ion 
ta ftxx&ez mountain top mining. This p q r m  of 
wtlolesde envimimcntd destnictiou must end. I 
am appalled that the EPA crm sit by whiles 
ecosystem after ecosystem is plowed into 
oblivion. I encourage rhis to he 
stopped immediaiely. 

C:are:! make the world greener! 
I Ielp the planet each day! It's free and easy: 
http://uww.Care:!.corn/ddyactioa/ 

January 10,2004 

Mr. John Form 
U.S. EPA (3EA30) 
1650 Arch St. 
PhifadelpMa, PA 19103 

Dear Mr. F o m :  

I am writing regarding the mountaintop removal mining EIS. As you are w&f awm, the 
purpose of the EIS was % consrnsrbi,r & i o p i ~  agencypoiicies, g?zi&mx, and 
~ l i i r ~ n t ~ ~ r y c f e c i s f m - l a a R i ~ p r o c ~ ~  to n r i n i t c ,  to t k  nPdcrfntum &at 
pmdic3i4 ike adverse anv&nnta&dtb @his. . .&m muninintop dning, Thus it 
i s  dc?epIy diserppointh to see the proposed W e n i n g ,  rather thold sblawhening, of the 
rules and palicies rekited to mcPwrtaintop m v a l  mining. In &attar, the proposal to 
shange the stream b&w zone rule that prahibits mining actlvity withjn 100 feet of 
&reams is deeply troubling, and X oppose it Tfiis d e  should be strlctty enforced for 
vrrlley fills and in all ather cases, 

Sincerely, 

- - 
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Linda S e k a  

Someone dtd a kit of work on this cfcre~~ment, b u t  somethtng wcnt ternbIg wrong. ' l h s  hlS 
is trnarc~ptahle and needs to be rctiojw o r  revrsed. 

'Ilw EIS admrts that tllr rnvtronmcntd egecrs of M'1X are dcvastat~ng and trreverstblr 
Bur rhe EIS w~ggrstiorls (alternatives) appear to  be only in favor of coal comparties, nor In 
t-h.hr spirtt oi~rnvrronmmta1 pr~3trcltnn. W'hy ip that? 

I. live in castem Kentucky. ie this region we experience the negative impacts of mining every day. W y  
d us bxvc water wells that h v s  ma dry or t u d  omage a: Mack due to mining. More thrrn 1,200 d m  
of our headwater streams hsve buried or destroyed by vrmlby fills. Alumst 7 p m d t  of out forests 
LYCI beon - ar w%uiU emn be - feveled by by&@dnt&p muwvd. W d n g  in OW communith is 
lamshgly common nrnd s6wxt~ We fear the day when the sltndp ponds above our b m e ~  break - as 
they did in Martin County* KY in 2fX@ -burying w at the bottom of hundrads of milliw of $attons of 
toxic afudge. Our quality &life has b w  ~~ by excct8dve b l d g  tb& shake our tiom-, cracks 
lTUr f o ~ d a t i ~ ~ s ,  and wZIX~S OW pCaCe. 
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Mountain t o p  sn Appalachia provide habitat far n number of' wildlife spares that are in danger 
of eextjnct~on. Some of these species occur nowhere else. Federally listed threatened and 
endangered species that %cur in these habitats include the Indiana bat, the Virginia bit-eared bat, 
khr Cumfwrland blackside dawt and others, fn addition a numhr of non-listed s p i e s  that arc in 
equal or gi+ea%er danger of t-xdnetion, like the Pme Mountdn disk, also occur, Althougb the listed 
specles rccewe a modxum of protection Ihrou-gh the Etrdmgereri Specie Act, these q&rs are 
still In decline chiefly due to Irabirat destruction. Non-lisred species, which rixe equally 
endangered, recPrve no protectma. The El5 should mare stlxtly limit ar stop mountaintop 
removni in  areas where federaily h s t d  ttheateaed and endatagered specre% are known or have the 
potentid tn occur Thrr EIS should contain meamre's to help prored rare species that have hot ye% 
been listed. 'Xlte destruction of m o a n ~ n t o p  in Appaldua fkom mmrrtaiatop removal is trot 
contained to the footprint of the direct ihtpaet. 7 % ~  mining procedllsr: creates near e6ologied 
desert.9 thact a$ R barrier tn the flow of genetic material along ridgetops. They act to isolate gene 
ptxtls. Without [his flow of genetrc material between wildlife prpulalions, the fitness of future 
generations 1s weakened. Sedimentation and toxic pallutmts r e l e a d  from mining prwsses 
wansport downstream, decrcwing diversity throughout a watcfshcd, not just at thc site of mining 
activity. As natural mountaintop communities continue to disappear, they nced b be grmted 
greater protection, not. opened up for faster destruction. The EPA's EIS for mouataintclp removal 
coal mining needs LO incliide languaye limiting the size of valley filb, limiting the desmrction of 
forests and more strongly protecting habitat for rare wildlife, Thank you, Price Sewell 

I an? a concerned crtizn tn tmngton, KY, 1 have kowsed the Draft EIS for molrntaintup 
removal  will mining. My perception is that the EIS does little if anythi~rg to h i t  this dt.strucdve 
practm. In fact it seems to make ntountriintap renlovd rnining petrmts easier to obtain while not 
lrmtaap the extent of their envirmmentd damage, I firrongly nrge you to amend this document to 
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I would like to tbnk  ahis Committee for &B opportunity to submit 
comments concerning the Dr& Progmxmtic Environmental Impact Statement. 
Z Dink Shckleford, Executive Dmtor of the Viiginia Mining Associrttion 
(VMA), VMA rapresents over 70% of all the cod mind in Virginia We are 
comprised of more than 70 members. made up of coal producers and various 
vendom and suppliers who provide services ta the cad mining iniiustry. fn short 
we represent thousands of hard working coaf mining, tax paying citizens, their 
families and wmpdm in Virginia, 

With regard to the proposed EIS, any ohangm to existhg rules need to be 
considerate of potd i t l  rarpli6icatitms that hin&r the mining industry's ability to 
provide the economicat onergy demanded by fhe her lean publie. The Virginia 
Cod mining industry has demonstratad itself ai capable to mine cud responsibly 
while providing lands suitable for a diveme mp of activities, Level lands 
suihbk for facilities suds fi bmpitals, g~hools, dtoppinp centem as welt ay farm 
and timber productim have been dweIopd through mining in Virginia. VMA is 
~ n c a m c d  that the p ~ s t d  rules will &astieally inhmit development af I 1 0-3 -2 level lands in Southwest Virginia though mining. 

For decides pmfessional planners have dacImd the number one problem 
that hinders economical devc?lopment in the Central Apprtlachians is the lack of 
level developable land. The mining industry has helped in the past and can help in 
the future to create level usable land rersdy for hwm dwetopment within our 

Section A - Citizens 

include mea,suscs that truly and strmgfy limt this type of mining procedure. Any EFA EIS 
governing n ~ o u n ~ n r o p  removal mining shod$ include strid language limiting the extent of 
valley fills atld lislitmg the acrmge offorest take. I~nguage tying any pxmilitted entity to 
specific mrtigatron measwex {like stream restoration ratios and requirements] shauld be. inclttded. 

region. It is our fear my regulation h t  80es too far in curbin8 these currently 
accepted practiws ofthe- past 220 + years tail1 be detrimental to the region in both 
the short md long m. In Virginia we b v e  built miles of water Ihes into areas 
that awyone said, why build there'? Mo one will ever build anything there! Ray 
were wrong, Homes and businesses have spmg up ail abng those miles of then 
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lonely water hes, just as developmnt will occur on these man made level weas 
sated as a rewit of mining. Dont[ deprive us offixW6 development by 
dimimting the inamfive to devdop thesG lands. 

Tfne regulation of mining does :sot need lo be made mote cumbersome by 
multiple f d d  agency bureaucmtic regulations, Tfie more overlapping and the 
mare atternpb by fcderal agencies to entmmh themselves in job wurity by 

B s e b g  don'hmce over the Office of Surfme Mining ~lnd the various sate mine 
ngukttory agmcies responsibilities is s trave$ty upn tbc American c ~ m s  who 
demand energy at an cconomicafly reasontbje price and the working people whu 
meet this demm& It fmthex dismisses & tke empirid envimmmtd progfess 
made by our efforts to p o t s t  the eniromeni and create usable Imd in the last 
20 years. In short this legahtory act could bc one Imgc steg backwards. 

1 - 1 2 

T ~ B &  you anm again for allowiltg our comments to tobe heard, V h U  and itrr 
. members m proud to be part of this prows a& to tre! providing economicaf 

energy to millions of Americans. 



Justine Sharp Walt Sharpe 

Mr. fohn Forren 
U.S. B A  

1650 Arch St 
Philtdeiphia, PA. 19 103 

Emtd- 

momt&q ~~nn,val  d g .  Our roads axe bcing shut down ever time it rarins this 
makes our rescue personal. 1.18e1~ ta us. Om fax d o h i s  are whtt fires all fhe mas 
caused by the n&hg going on a r o d  us. No wonder mining is so profitable m as 

oitizens pick up tite biU 013 the devastation auseid by t$e llrine mpdnies. Please stop 
this insanity its killinhJ out entira comuaitie. Hot to m h o n  the effects it's hiving on 
our cwkonmcnt. Tfic Mtats of o w  mhah ate destroyed, Nllllj4g the lewlldWi: away. 

Our stream m fill& wrth m k  that* mine wrnpmies pile inxo these valley fills. 711e 
mtem get rtp rurd have no where to go but iuto peoples homes. bur me~.~~lah.s are! 

exploding with water. These o u t b d  m e  out into people% yard sad mdemea ttteir 
b m a ,  Our kames arc: fltemlly being blasted &their foundatim or the earth is qmiq 
up and swaflowing them. Please mp the p t i c t  of mowtahtop removal contl mining 

and save OW homeland, our chiIdren9's fimue and verypossibly our lives 
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I think i t 3  common h w l e d g e  on bdh sides of the polikical aisle that the Bush 
Adminislrdoa is not exactly em-friendly. However, given their plana to continue to let 
coal compmes destroy Appalachia with mining practices that level mountaintops, wipe 
out forests, bury streams and destroy communities is both ruthless and recklas. 

While thp issue before us is the mountaintop deming, the cml hdustry ig what I'm must 
concerned about. With daagerous levels of mercury atredy in the atmosphere, it seems 1-9 
tenribfy irmpons~ble ta encouage any me.asures which will itsid to greater accumulations 
of this tmin in  our air and water. 

By allowing the strip mining, we will py a dear price twice, Wease urge the 
~dministration to seek dternative measures to this danaeraus ahd imspnsibfe action. I 

cc: 
Senatnr Basbar8 Boxer 
Representative Dime Watson 
Senator Dianne &instein 
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Susan Shiner June S i l v e r n  

"shriuer@cnr.colo 
stateedu" To R3 M:lifountaintop@EPA 
eshrincr cc: 

Subject: Please Stop Destructive Pvfountamtop 
Removal Mining 

01/06/2(fO4 2248 
PM 

Dear Mu. John Fnmn, Project Msluvr ,  

11 an writing to express my opposiiiou to mountaintop ~ m o v d  minkg. 
Please corlsider altering the EPA's EIS to &retatl~ h i t  mountaintop 
minmg. The results t r l  this envirofimend.ly destructive prwtia are 
dcvastatiq, lowlasting, and far-reaching, particularly coasidexinp, 
thc low payoff, Most of the damages caused by mountkntup reimovd 
mining ace irreversible anand dowing this practice to continue rubs 
ftiiure generatioas from the natural resources of Appalachia. 

Please heed the results of h e  EIS and impose strict Emits on 
mounlaintop mining. 

Sincerely, 

Susan Shtiner 
2995 Querida Street 
Fort Collins, C N  80,526 
shsiner@cnt.colostate.edu 
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Pat Simpson Gary Skulnik 

Sir, 
I writing to express my apposition to mountaintop removal for cad mirmg in the 
eastern United States. Scientific evidence shows this practice? ta be harmful to the natural 
ecosystem, irrcluding rivers and stream, as well as local huma communities. I urge the 
EPA to conduct a full study of the matter and uphold the most stringent &m&wds 
possjble when eonsidering this destructive process. 
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Deana Smith 

Deana Steher Smith 
HC 78 Box 99A1 

Rock Cave, WV 28234 

Mr. John Eorren 
U.S. EPA (3EA30) 
1650 Arch Street 
Philadelphia, PA 1 91 03 

January .3, 2004 

Dear Mr. Farmn, 

I recently reviewed parts of the EIS study on Mountain Top Removal, 717e 
report verifies that the practice of Mountain Top Removal is severe and 
irreversible, permanently destroying mlfions of acres of land supporting 
forests, streams, wildife and communities. Yet instead of imposing 
limits on environmental ham, the El5 recommends practices such as 
streamlining permits, eliminating the 100 foot stream buffer xontr, 
neglects studies that support the reduction in the size of valfey fills and 
ignores the devastating effect Mountain Top Removai has upon nearby 
cornmunit~s. 

Rolling hills disappear leaving only rubble and dlstutbod earth. The 
questionable practice of burying headwater streerns, the destruction of 
diverse forest land and the elimination of comrnunitiets is contrary to 
Jiving a life of substance and rc3levance h West Virginia, 

t would like to  request strong limitations on the burying of headwater 
streams; reduce the size of valley fills and not weakening the 100 foot 
stream buffer none. 

I have? had the opportunity to fly over Mountain Top Removal sites several 
times, The annihifation of such a vast area is qultp, dramatic from the air. 

Thank you. 

Deana Steiner Smith 

Donna Smith 
Date: li02J2004 
Gty: Lake City 
State: TN 
Zip: 37769 

Appalachia is my horne. It i s  the horne of my awestors. Coal-mming was the way m y  
father and grandfather m d e  a Ei-rrlng, But I am upset to learn that the Bush admilustration 
plans to continue to let cml companies desmy Appalachia with nlining practices that 
level mountaintops, wipe wt forests, bury stream, and destroy communit~es. 

Commmities neia are cm not drink their well water because of p v i r m  coal-mining 
practices, Yet, the coal compunies don't provide the financial means for waterlines to be 
extended to &we people. The toeat governmen& can not &ford this expense either, so the 
people in these carnmunities must transport wakm to their homes. 
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Ellen Smith Eric Smith 

Date: 011MfiW 04r43:59 PM 

As an env~ronme~itnl. ge~iogist with professional experience in the NEPA process, I am 
deeply disappointed with this draft EIS. 

The EIS does not address the full Faage of reirsonabk dteraatives, as required by the 
CEQ regulations. EIS skotf fd have 
considered -- and EPA should have preferred -- the alternative of significantly restricting 
the devastating practice of removing 
mountaintops and filling valleys in order to access coal. 

Having lived over 20 y e m  near the Tehnessec and Kentucky cnaff el&, I have seen too 
mnay of the adverse impacts of conventional 
strlpmining for cod, but the impacts of mountaintop rernovd mining are even mare 
severe and irreversiMe. Environ meaally 
damaging practices that would ltot be dreatiwd of in any other sector of our economy 
seem to be commonplace -- md even encouraged -- 
in coal-mining. This  is wrong. Mine operators should not be allowed to obliterilte streams 
and annihilate entire landscapes to 
access coal. 

The EE a n d  ysis clear1 y demonstrates the adverse impacts of this mining practice, Please 
prepare a revised draft EIS that 
cons~ders the alten~ative of prohibjai~lp! new mou-ntajntop removal and v d e y  fill 
operatiom, and stopping the existing ones wrrhin 
5 years or by the expiration of the current mining permits -- md piease select his 
alternative. 

Ellen D. Stnith 
I 16 Mornjngside Drive 
Oak Ridge, Tennessee 37830 

.REG1D OEC 2 /BLI -3 
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John Snlith Jonathan Srnuck 

John W. Smith, Political Scientist 
Dare: 1/I6/2004 
City Beverly Hills Sraxe: MI Zlp: 48025 

As an author writing a book on the political geography of Michigan and more espec~dly 
the Upper Pemnsda, I have see& the devastation of copper and iron mining conducted 
withour environmental guidelines protecting steams flowing into Lake Superior 
espcjdly in  Ontotmgon and Kcwanaw Counties, West Virginia bas coal, but the open pit 
rni~ing long-term outcomes. are analogous. I am ogpos~d ta alIowing operations to cut 
overburden without explicit restoration protocols to safeguard future generations. In 
Michigan's case, we are that generation, 'he draft Envircrnmentd Impaa Statement 
shortld retain the rule making it illegal for mining activitim tto disturb areas the impact 
adjacent streams, 

MTMNF Draft PEE Public Comment Compendium A-4 21 6 Section A - C[tizens 



Susan Sobkoviak 

August 13,2003 

John Fomn, US EPA 
f6JO a t c h  Strcer 
PhiladcIpAia, PA 19130 

Dear Mr. P m n :  

Lam writing in response to ]&nvkomntd h p ~ t  Study @XS) on MOW& Top 
Removal. It appears that Departmdnt of the hterior has chosen to ignm the scieatifk 
studies on m d a o p  removd and has instead drawn conclusions dictated by tke Bush 
political agenda, 'l%rowout central Appafacfria, some of the most productive md  
diverare tmqeme hardwood forests in the worfd have been desuoyed when coal 
companies blwt off handteds of feet of muntaintop to get to thin of coal. In 
most circmtances, the former lush forests will remain degraded as grassy, 
unproductive scrub Imd for at $east w~eral ceaturia. These unproductive p d a n d s  
mver nw1-j 20% of some southern West Vitginda countia. 

Millions of eons of rabble h m  the Ewer munu an: pushed into the adjacent 
valteys. Cod companies have already burid b b u d r d  sf mila of Appalachian SPCBT~~S, 

1 5-7-2 
destroying not ody the ~tnxms fh&mefves, but cmring disastrous hqs&ct% to 
downstream W & e m 8 y ~  and towns, As residents point out, mountfiintop mnoval is dso 
devmtating the culture and mmuaities of the region. The scienac stu&& and the 1 10-2-2 
e~onomic d m  inc1ud,eg in the EfS cIearly show &at there is no reason for the valley .fills 
should be so large: and so damaging to the environment. 

Once ow ~ ~ ~ ~ n t  is Itestroyed, it is I'ERMAWEmY destroyed. Mountaintop 
Removal must be stopxi NOW! 
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Richard Soderberg Sooner Fan 

Thanks for listening, J hope, 

I can2 bring myself to believe that any economic gain i s  wonh the 
envirorrmcnta1 &stress of a atripped mountaintop; udor'tmatdy, it seems 
that plans are moving forward to use this method, 

Trow: scene% - f a n  - 2QRmsn. c'."it~i [ma iltc: -4coner-fan-2iii?nsn , .r:o~r,i 
s a a t :  E '~ iday ,  Fky 30, l Q 0 3  b :12 kt4 
T 3 :  Ar1g:mtins, %il l : . a~  K; !:ct;-Topi~$ 
S u b j c c  l: : kh.,n L e  i r ,  t,ap f n i r i l  og 
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Constance Sowards Wayne Spiggle 

---- Forwarded by David Rider/I<3/WSHPh/l,'S 011 01/07/2004 03:32 PM ----- 

There we no words to descsibe to you what has been done to the beautiful i i d a n d s  
uround my hometown c>fI,islxm, Ohio. Srrlp rn in ing /m*ntn  top rniii~ng mnd 
landfdl operations have wreaked 11at.a~ wrth the bcd enmrom there, Pieme consldcr 
carefully rn yyou rench 1.1 decision in q a r d s  to the mining issues before you. 

AnetlL~s will never move. forwsrd until we m d e  1 a v r  strides tc,ward lessening our 
dependence 011 dl fossil auld non-renewable fuel sources. f i e  EPP% should affessively 
move our  nation forward in this quest, Indusixy will not rnrwc there wheu h e  initid 
chmge wid cost., progress goes out &e wmdow. 

Thank you for your time, 

Constance S. Sowards, science 
iVurray Middle School 
Center for the Arts 
1 40 Lor& FFf o h t s  BIvd 
St. Aupstine, PI, 3.2086 

August 1 I, 2003 

Mr. John Forren, US EPA 
1650 Arch Street 
Philadetphla, PA 191 30 

Re: Comments: 
EIS, Mountain Top Removal 

Dear Mr Forren: 

The impact statement appears to me to be and organized &fort to 
s&crlfice one of the most autiful regions of the Unitd Statas to the 
short term pralits 05 the coal industry. By Its nature, coal mining 
cardes with ft certain negative environrnenal conquences but 
technology is available to mitigate much of the damage and mine coal 
profbbly md with more job8 than does large scale mountain top 
removal opsmtbns. 

Your Envirmmentat Impact Statement on Mountain Top Removai will 
go down in history a8 a sham that ignores Isg&imate scientific inquiry 
and a pdms example of how ths B u ~ h  administrclUon wages war on 
the snvimnment. 

You should be calling for watershed planning and best practices. 
Insltead, you call for agencies to work with each other for the 
wholesaia cksstructlon of Appalachian coalfields. 
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Daniel Spilman Joel Spoonheim 

n i ~ k s e ~ p W 2 & W r t b i i  
nk . rtf?: TQ : R-i 

M:wci !.,:ti lxt <.@EF'F 
C'C: 

15/24!20$3 ~ 3 t 0 3  S u L j  ect : .h:nmer, ts c.rj 

d ~ l r i t  & , r t g r a r r ~ n u L i c :  313 on :nou1it6ir~t-o~ rrrrrnt.\ddl c c . d  u,ir:int? 
$24 

i :*el t h s t  wr i t t i t lg  iefters I+? i-!-:e E u s k  A d u ~ l n i s t r a t i o n  about 
e n v i : ~ n i n e n t a l  i.l;.z-uc.? i s  r a t t i e r  i,selei.z. Not enl-mqh p ~ c p l e  i n  ti.e 
%hi.:? Ei.u?c, 3c::acc sr Cmgrnzs  hnve osicj e:.i;.ugh about our 
e r ~ ~ i i r  >iiaaji:l. to pkkssr;. wi; c x &  l f ~ L B C ' :  PC.WZL. plrlzl1.s a3 wus iii;ar;cie.i - - 
2.i yeass  &ac :mth  the $.'lean A i r  Ac-?. <'en1 f i r e d  power and 
riir iea: poPr$?r ~ h n t r i d  Gt?: +Ye f i r s t  iteiw ?.:: k:e  phamci  :wT,  aori 
-.<~plsct.~l w i t h  ~.;.rtai4.>ie e;le~g'y 'i::~y SW>Z,. Tlr id  ~ ) h d . ~ e  out: ).i{:xi13 
erase +:?e need tcr a r i i s c ' ~ 8 s i o n  m aau&ntain top rrehzcjvahiile, w k i c h  
i. .% *?.? c+i; f he r.rn.=? ohnrr ~ i i  qh'ecf !'hi ngs wc m i l !  d d-r Ln 042 r 
eer t 1.. 

Mr, John Faren 
W.S. Environmen.tal ProtCetion Agency 
1650 Arch Street 
Philadelphia, PA 19103 

A c c a ~  tbe an's draft En-M &pot 8tatement @IS) (m rnmmtahtop 

M lialits on fhb number &acres of br&  an be destMyed no 19~,tCctiotls 
for fhc mmwdtia of people that 
erui &tan! generatiom. 

Without new timits on mo movd,  an d & o d  350 sqwde &W ofmouutaian, 
strezKna, and frxrsts will bc: flatkned and d m @  by m ~ o p  r embd  

Jw1 Spa- 
680 Asw St. 
St Pourl, MN 55104 
551.645.5567 

- 
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Richard Spotts 

- 
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Tom Spry Sue Staehli 

Mr, fohn Fonren, US EPA 
I650 Arch Street 
Philadeiphi., PA 19103 

Tom Spry 

Destroying the bea&ifd morrrrtains ofAppl~i-chia for expedient pvrposm cklnnot be 
etas& The sublime:, ofthis s d  

Dear Mr. John Forren, Project Matlager, 

1-9 

I stma& urge p u  to mmd tho EPA's draft cnvimnmmtd h p x t  
statement so $S to limit tbc effects of hmmfd mount&tag m o d  

mlrlitq. I Emd rt unconswoi18le that &e Bush administr~tion plms to 
continue to let coal companies destroy Appalachia ~4th mining practices 
that l e d  mauntabtops, wipe out forests, burp s ~ m s  md destroy 
comnmnitiers. 

Sue Stxhli 
6230 SE Behunt St, 
Portlaud, QR 97215 
~rn~l lk@&ihf )~ .~rn  

-- 
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Robert Stanley Dallas Staten 

a. John Fomn, US Bnvlmrnentd Protection Agency 
1650 Arch Street 

Philadelphira, PA 19130 
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Dear Mr. Fomn: 
I am writing to you to express my deep concern about the method of 

extracting coal known as Moun~ntop Removal Mining. ?"his is ti mining method 
rhat is envimnnentally destructive. It is an especially bad problem in my home 
stale of Wat Virginia, ttlthough i t  is to be found in other st- as well. 

Mountaintop Removal M~iaing (MIX) is bad for the: enviroflrnerrt for 
several reasons. First of dl, it &strop streams, as the shaana are ontn f ikd with 
eaath and rock to such an extent th&! they ttm no fong~r vhble s 
direct contradiction to the Qean Water Act. S ~ o n d l y ,  the top of &he mountains 
look like mootnscapcs in what should be a beautiful pat of the AppJachian 
Moundns, Because the trees and other vegetation m removed through MMt, the 
waters f m  heavy sains often tun off quickly, causing severe flooding and b g e  

1 -9 

to homes and comtiities. 
Yet another problem .is the air polIurion that is caused by the blarsting md 

the heavy mining quipment. The bfuting &at is an integral part of MTR often 
damroges homes that happen to be located nearby. Moreover, the destruction t 

15-1-2 

hardwood farests is frequently overwhelming. 
And then there is rhe personal impact to those living in these mountain 

m. Somctimea Mole camunities are destroyed md displaced Smly bhis ir; 
no way to respect the Executive Ordor regarding Environmentid Justiw for low- 
income persons. 

I wodd like ro ngkter my smng support for those groups whose &oaf is 
to put m end to &ithe cnvimmentally destructive practice known as IMRT. In 
addition to your mding my ieiter, 1 hope that you will respond to it. Thmks for 
y w r  time and your response to this leater. A11 good wishes. 



Steve Stathakis Fitz S tee1 e 

Road F b &  WV 26554 
4 1 

Telephone: XM.363 $3 15 smaif: 

bhn  F o m  
US EPA 
1650 Arch Street 
Philadelphia, PA 19103 

floodirtg fxwed by this practice is red ernd dem-d in m2ent aa* episodes. 
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Edward Stein Jim Steitz 

November 8,2003 

Mr, Job F o q  
US EPA (3ES30) 
1650 Arch Street 
Philadelphia, PA 19103 

Dear Mr. Form, 

l&m~apw tux3 the WUH lost to humag c o m d a  as a result. 

is pleas6 bring the p W m  ofmountaintap termovat mhhg to a swift and m d f d  end. This mining 
technique is on par with the mpeious dearrmtlirtg aed hydraulic mining of earlier timets, and should new have 
reared its he& in the 21st century. 

--- 
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Mr. John Fomn 
U.S. EPA (3EA30) 
1650 Arch St 
Ph.ihdelphis, PA 3 91 03 

It is even more: uncoascionab1e ttvt tfre E9A wnfd &ow 
protections. I[ strongIy oppose the elhimion &the scream 
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Box 493 
A*, w 408[1-1 
Augutst 20,2003 

John F o r m  
tl .S. EPA (3ES30) 
1650 Arch Stred 
Philadeiphia, Pa 19103 

Dear Mr. Forren; 

[ am writing to comment on the Enviratlmatnlal Impad repart on mountaintop wmoval 
coat mining, especlaby in r@gMcf to the recommendations the report cunbins. 

As a resident of Harlan County in southeastern Ksntucky far ttte past 27 yeam, t am 
appatied by how these mmmendations bizatsntly ignore the environmental problems 
that are caused by mountaintop rernovai mining and valley fills, as documntd in the 
original study. The r?ecornrnendetions overlook strong scientific data showing that 
leveling mountains and burying streams result in imversibfe damsgo to the 
environment. 

I am against any rquIatory changes that would weaken the lam and regulations that 
protect clean water, most notably the pmposal la change Ule s k m  bufkr zone rule 
that prohibits mining activity within 100 feet of streams. 

1 oppose Afternatives 1,2, and 3 in the EIS report because none? of these options 
proted our precious water. The €IS repolt ignofes the scientific evidence of the 
damage mountaintop rmmi mining dm$, as mtt as ignoring 'ike public's right to 
clam water and a hmfthy environment+ 

Bar  Mr. Fwren: 

zhe m a t  h m m M  hpm, Study evdag pubtic form in Chnurlmton sad 
came away with some compelling inforimtion about how-mountaintop removal in 
Appalachia, and specZcaily in West Viginia, is affecting our state adversely on several 

-- ---- 
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Sally Stmeter Joseph Strobel 

- * -  

So- . .. . -... -- . - .  - - -- 
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Jean Strong 
- T + L < y . - : / ~ - - z -  -. 

~ . .. . -" 

b a r  Mr. Fomn, 

f do 
ebnv Part of the alternative I8 for 
the nt of the $tmam besfom k isi 

The pmferrsd ralttswratk8 ahoutd be changed to betterr compenscate for 
the low of rare salamanders, and 
that inhabit the . 
Thank yau for considen'ng my wmmenf, 

Jean Agnus Strang 

Logan, Wmt VVifgina 
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r R E  C 'D SEP 0 i-2003 

Mr John Forren 

U*S+EPA 

1550 Arch Street 

Philadelphia, Pa.19103 

Dear John; 

L am opposed to the mountaintop removal and valley fillatthe 1 1-9 
alternatives whithin the EIS reportdo nathing to protect our 

communities or our water system. 1 1-5 

May P suggest you read the book SILENT SPRTWG,thfs will open 
your ayes to the danger of changes in the environment that can 
impact the underground water table,onee lost its gone forever ,  
Currently 3,200 mflm of streams have been imgacted,selhniun 

is kf12lng aquatic life, 
Scientific studies have documentea the wiBespraa& an8 irreverable 16-1-2 

Pir John Forren 
U e S .  EPA 

1650 Arch Street  
PhilaBelphia, Pa 19103 

John : 

Thanks for your consideration; 

damage the coaL industry is doing to our state' 

Luckily I have subsi8eace Fnsurance,thcre f a  no insurance for a 
I 

continued source of clean water. 

We look forward for your help in protecting the environment. 

T wollld l i k e  to ask you to use your aitficlg not t o  weaken the 
lawe #aria segulzltion@ that  protect  clean water, 
I consiaer the ~ c i a n t i f i c  studies that. have tSoament.ed the wide- 
spred & irrerersab2e damage thr coal  in$ustry is doing to our state 
and region. 

William B Sullivan 

Member of KFTC 

1-10 

Silent Spring.by Rachel Carson 

cc: KPTC 

The removal of mauntalntags ,an& Mse damage dona t o  atxeaaa,an@ w i l d -  

l i f e  is unacceptable. / 1-9 
Our water tesbree ehatll& be protected a t  a l l  coots. 

REC'D DEC 3 O ~~ 
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Jim Sweenev 

Jim Sweeney 
~Ipbtod@pr5m corn To R3 Momtainko 
> CC 

Sub@ MTRNF EIS 
12/23/2003 08 33 
PM 

I-low can the EPA can even mnsider something as derjtructive as 
"mountaintop mining," ot whatever w a n  and f q  name you p e b r  to call 
rt 

You are, the Envlronmentsl Protection m n c y  Show me anything in the £IS 
on mountaintop mmng that has a angle, tegitim&e pO&ke aspect to 
it 

Compreteiy oM&eratin$ entire mountarm and valieys destroys hebitat 
and p l fu t e s  the alf and water all for a prcduct that itself paliutes 
the alr and water 

T h  EPA shoultl immdlately halt thrs pactice and then require the ooal 
cornpanles to reclatm the land they have already mined Stnp rninrng was 
thaugM to be as bad ars it gets but thls t o p  even that txlt now I am 
askrng you to requtre the ml companies to reclaim the land as they dtd 
w h h  st@ mining 

Then you can paint and push ali the concerned towards real cormv&on 
tne@%ure$ and new techrrologles that could eventually halt coai rnlnmg and 
burning completely 

The fact you even consider MTRlVF mining is obscene 

It should not tx, atlowed 

Jim Sweeney 
1773 %lo Dr 
Scherewille, IN 46395 
21 9-322-7329 

"A6 to dredging the river n lndma d will be noticed that God never 
made a stratght nver, and 1 don? think man ean improve on his gen@ral 
plans " --E&in Beardslay 

I belteve that a crdrnmon &em@ rmdina of the Clean Wafer Bct and Surface 

I wekome the wieientif~: $t,eudies that docment t-he wide6pread and 
1 ~ndu&iy IS d a y  to our state and m@m 

Kenkrckans have e x ~ r t e w d  thew problem far far too tong 
Mowntfl~ntop remv8l and valley Rlts Lrury anb dmtroy tmph)rtant 
hadwater 
stream, destroy Mrrlogcally rich fomt an 
drinking water sources used by millillrbns of 
severe flooding, and w m k  Iha qua~ty of life in momeln 
comunrb@ If is unfofiun~b IbTab the US EPA's tecornmn&fatlons drd 
rat 

- 

MTMIVF Draft PEIS Pu btic Comment Compendium A-I 233 Section A - Citizens 



offer Appalachians any meanl@ul reltef from them ~mgactr; 

i do mt supprt AlteMtves #.? 2 or 3 mntw 
report 
None of &ese apttons wlli prate& our water None of thme optrons 

will 
protect our cornmumties None of thew optlorn will shape a better 
future 
for Kentucky or the regon They are a $hem and a shame They do 
nothing 
to address the real pablew of region Rather, they wit1 only make 
rt earner for the coel ~rXf&fy lo k and oMatarn prtrrntts to contrnue 
wdh the total desttuctron of our land water and people 

Th~s report 16 a ~hamfu i ,  dangerous example of policymaklrtg ft 
lgtxrres the science and wr&hcie about what mountamtop removal mmng 
1% 

clobng to Kentucky and the Appakchisn m@on It &pores the 
~UMIC'G demnd for, and right to clean water, rs healthy envlronmnt antl 
safe mmmuntbw lt 18 a blueprint far the destructloo, not the 
protectrun, of our homes and environment f he coat industry 1s crrppllng 
Kentucky, and the Bush adrninrstration 1s chssrinplhem on We &wwe 
better 

As a hrker and adm~rer of Appalschta'e worrders and as a fnend to 
peopih. 

, Ryrock, floods, and the rnynad otlwr 111s 
attendant to the mining 1ndu5t;tryqs practices I knaw w b t  1s at stake in 
thrs debeJte and how urfatrly and poorty the r w o n  has h e n  served by 
the 
EIS recommndatlons The dilmage th& has been allowed Q m u r  here Is 
immoral The soence and cnmmon sense dictate f h t  the US EPA ban 
rnountarn top removal and wile), fills 

Sincerely, 
Chetan Talwalbr 
581 Stratford Drive 
Lexlt@on, KY 40503 

Chetan Tal w d  knr 
Date: 1 lfiMZ004 
City: Lexington State: KY Zip: 40503 
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The tom1 abuse of' our  mountains is increasing and expmding at a devmating rate. It imply 
mtlst be $topped I iannctt .a?? powcr C i s  'mA plants f for a mrre nineteen d q s  ) to  br 
wocth thr lost rntatled xn cross rdge mirmg this partlrular mountain nor any o&tr~. A loss of 
nwly species which rely tipon thr balmce of Zcb mountam's surrout~ding ec-nsystem is 
~nevitahie Jf p ~ t  ipon any tno~a l  scale monetary gain should never we& heavier than the 
vnlue uf'iik ard respect k x  the earth. Besides the loss of life there art. reasrms for great 
canccrrx qprd ing  the well bang of h e  comtnrmitics near areas where this extfxhun 
prore~svq berng used, it's a matter of cotnmon sense. Hcvw can anyme condone the. use of 
rims eqlosives in .my area where people: reside, where our  children are going t)3 school? 
Whcrc: rhe quality wttl s~fcty ofstrrun w ~ t t r ,  as wrll as ground warn systcrnq arc in 
jenlxrdy 'fhe a.ut qtlairty from silt and soot, the loss of pfmt life as a contributtun to elem air 
are to be effecwd. The dmning of this silt into hendwatecs, filling creeks, and strems. 

Do you Yahoo!? 
Pmtect your tclentity with Yxhcso! Mail Addredhard  
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Rose Thompson Derek Thornsberry 

! \ -.-. - L .'. J - i 
i HECPD -- JAW 09 2&4 

Us. & v i m s i l  Protaetion Agmcy (3E.330) 
ldfso Arch s m t  
PhitWphia, PA 19103 

Dear Mr. Farm: 

1 lwc in astern Kantucky. Xn fixis wgim we expexieuce tht negative impacts af mining evary day+ Many 
of US have mter welfs that have m dry or !~jrned cmge or black due w mining. More than I,'kOO miles 
of our headwater stram have btsen buried or dcatroyed by valley fills. Almost 7 percent of our forests 
have bwn - OT wig S O O ~  be - I~vLI1w.l by nrountaiatcrp moyaL Wooding in our oom~tim is 
incnssingty camman md suvwe. We fear th day when Itre fudge ponds above our homes bnak -as 
they did h Martila C9unty, KY in 24QO - burying w at &he botbrn af hundreds of milkhrrz, of gallam of 
toxic sludge. 6er qudty of life has been sh+kred by c x d v e  blasting that shaltcs our hmtms, cracks 
ow foundations, and w& ow ptmx. 

Somc cat1 this area a naConal sacrifice zone. tiving here, it feels more like a war mnt. 

It doesn't have to be this way. Thtre'are laws & the boola to protect dm water, pbEc ssftly md tbe 
environmefit. It is perfectly dear &ptt mountaintap ramoval and vdey fills am a Uioktio~ of tb fad~ral 
Ctean Water Act and the Surface Mitling Contra1 and ReCtarnation Act. T h e  pmc%ices shoutd be 
banad. Tha ooal industry must not bc allowed to destmy our bomehnd. 

I b o w  first bmd the tanible m o d  snd vaIley fiUs. f alsro bcfbve we can 
build a bettert futan, for eastern Kenarcky. We can hrcw doan stiam snd hcaollthy fartsl: and mtw 
our quality of We. We can good jobs for our p p h  ttLot don't wrecfa thc. (fit- And we 
haw to start down a differtnt M2td sow. 

Take a stand, Enforoe dsa law. Ban moen sl ami valley fills- Stop the ocral Industry f m -  
ng cboicw that w3I b & t  ern children and yours. 

Name 1 

r70. &r 2 2  
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Ershel Thomsbemy Mildred Thomsberry 

-. - - --- *-.. --.... ---- 
US. &dm- Paotectilyll Agcincy (3ES30) 
1550 Arch Straet 
wfdelp& PA 19103 

Dear Mr. F m :  

em Ktntucky. In this region we expaie;lrct the m@ve impdtcm of mining every day. Many 
of us have water wells that have rm dry or twed bmrnp or black due to mining. Mom 1,200 milcs 
d o u r  headwater shsams have bee0 bad& 61 degtroytd by valley fills. Almost 7 lpercent of sur fomfs 
have been - a wilt won be - leveied by rnountaixitop mmo~sl. Ftoadiing in oar carnunides is 
incmwingfy amnm aad wvere. We feat. (hc day whm the sludge ponds above our homes bFealt - as 
they did in Martin County, KY in 2000 - burying us at tbe bottom af hundreds of millions af gallons of 
toxic sludge, Our quality of life lm been +ttered by excessive blasting thrtt $bakes ow horn, cracks 
ow foundations, and wmcks aur pcam. 

Some =It this itma s d m d  aniT16e m e .  Living btra, it f d s  mare like n war zone. I 
It dwn' t  have to be this way. There an laws w the bob to protect clam w-, public safeey and tho 
environmmL It is perfectly clear tBat mountaintop m v a t  and valfey !3is are a violation of the fed& 
Qean Water Act and the Sntfdlco Cwltn>l ad Real oa Act. These prach:ccs &odd be 
hnlKd The eoal industry mnst not be allowed to &troy orur homalgnd 

The draft eUvinnanraoM Irnp51c:t Statanant an m o d t a p  rmovat tmd vaIIey Pills is a drngemw gift 
from Ule Bush adminismtion to the d inc%stry. I m W  ofreconurrcnding way$ to stop the 
destructian, the HS propes  ways to make it easier fcrr clsal oompsnies to levd MU moundns, bury ow 
streams, and wreck our banefaad. This is  & wmg. 

I h o w  first haad the tarrIble imp?itcts of dl~nntaintgp ternoval & vattey fills, I &o b d m  we crm 
baild a be&% future for eastem haalfhy farest and restore 
our quality of We. We catr create the ezwhmnt. And we 
have to start down a siffcrent m d  now. 

T& a shad. &force Be law. ]&an mount&xtop m o w J  mtd valley fills, Stop tftt: ctwli industry fmm 
deskaying evqrhing ~ % t ; t r t  we d u e  m a t  Start &rig &oiw that will bend€ ow c W m  and yaw. I 

US. &vireryr,cMltal PrObWtim Anen* (JEBO) 

-. .- 
Demu Mr. F m n :  

I Eve in , la this region we experience the rre@iv% impctt, of mining every day. Many 
trf us ha t h a w  m d q  or h i d  orange or black due to mining. More than 1,200 m i h  
d aur headwater sheruns have Fct buried or destroyed by valley fills. Almost 7 percent of our foreab 
have beea - or will soon be - lev&d by rnoutltainmp nmovd. Rooding in ow communities is  
incnsasingiy mmmon and severe. We fear the day when the sludge ponds above our homes b d  - M 

ttte M o m  d hrtndrd d miIlions of gatrons of 
xcegsive blasting that sWm our homes, mcks 

Sam d l  this am n national sacripicc zane. Living hare, it reds more like R war zone. 1 
It doesn't havG to h this way. There ate jaws on the books to pro~ecr clam warn, public d c t y  mid the 
mviPr,nmt:nL It is pert-dy 1~8f k t  momtaintup m v a l  a d  d e y  fills are a vioMon of tbc f e d d  
Uean Water Act mind the Surface Minig Control and Reclanaation A& pmtiocs should tm 
banmi The aal industry mast a& bc &awed tci d s b y  out homelmd. 

Take a s t d .  Eaforce tlie law. Ban molultaintop m v d  arrd d e y  fills. §tap the cod industry 
&sbroping evcxy@?g &that we vdm mast. Start miikirxg aboices tbtat witl benefit OW chiMrc?n and youn. I 
Name 
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----- E'r,rwaraw$ lay John E '~rren/R?/ l3SEl?AtUS 0'1 121>-9/2003 11 :20  PH ----- 

B a q  Tomkg 

&.net> CC: 

Subject: comments on draft cis 
as/lcj/as o w  

Greetings: 

I haw reviewed the EIS on MTM/VE;, *dud wanted to let you know that 1 
appose all three of the "alternatives" listed. In fact, I was quih disqpoirrted 
that h e  dterna~iveq were srr namwly defined . . . they dl seemed only la 
ddrew how to proceed wth permitting M'l'M/VF, ~.hir;h is a p p m d y  in 
conflict with &an Water Act pml.~i)Pifiot~s ~egarciing surfuce water use 
pmtecthn and antidepddion. 

I do not oppose cod minmng. However, I do oppose attempts to dew private 
twsiness inferes ts to desimy public property without just cotnpensatjt.m Actud 
stream restoratioi~ costs range Fmm $200 - 1,@N md rnorte per Liner fwr .  
The Ioss of hundreds of miles of o m &  stmms (intennittezlt md 
percnnid) has not been compensrrted at mq&ing near this fipre, and we are alI 
the poorer for it. 

In closing, lct me note my puztlernmt st the lack of m y  link betwcemt thc 
contar of the EIIS md the recommendations it contains, as rnmifksted by the 
three proposed "aXtematlves " While the studies cited i~ the ElS Doameat 
significant hnrm to ~ ~ a t e r  resources in ine hff'M/t71: mgion, the 
rccamtlrtdatjons seem to completely qporc my impacts and deal .tsll& m m r  
tinkering with &e permit rules. I h e  red issues here should be mforcemmt of 
sttfsun buffer rilles, ~ q u i ~ m e n r s  for appropriate post-mining uses, and 
pratcctiotl of water ~~sourccs .  If those issues can he acfdressed, cod mining dl 
be held in much h~&er reg&. 

'Ihank you for the opportunltg to commmt on this important issue, 

Barry 'lonnktg 
343 Nn& M y s d e  St. 
Mount Sterlin~; KY 40353 

B?rry Tnonicg 
&tokninq@br3l i su~ To : P 3  

% a u n t a l r r t q : ~ i ; P A I  John F>ssenfR.?fVSXPA!tT2@EPA 
tir . nu*,> c": 

;7t~~r~ePlou*e131@~1azthl I n k .  net 
Slil?q 'ct : fri.a!wr,t 9 crr 

m t ~ - ' i f f  e i s  
12/29/2003 04:45 
ILa! 

I have revlewect the Wcuntaintop I4ining E n v i r a n n ~ e n r a i  Irqmct 
Qtatme:1.t, " 
afid 
friitrid it to hc deficient: in a nuxdjier o f  ways. 

Tzze r e p o r t  ~ u n t a i n e  ar?J /c%~ referarcea studies t h a t  indica+:e t i g n i f j c a : l t  
narm 
i runi  miiiui~l.slrr:op ramval / bdllc., f i ' ~ l  n t r n i n j ,  h L  d r ~ s  110L I B C C X ~ X ~ I Y ~  d 

b >Z.n 
or ? h i >  prac t i ce  as I ?  e x i s t s  t n d ~ y ,  T b l s  st.rms r a C h e r  c ~ J d  . . . 
usha, l17, 
r - - ? c u m a e ~ d a t r n a ~  are baaed )>n s tudy  2 z n d i n q s  . 

I dc nclr ~ 1 1 p p ~ ~ t  ati;r ~f Lhe ~ L ~ P L L ~ ~ L B - ~ s  L i s t 4  i:) Lhw PTS, 0.r 
O ~ ~ C J :  

11-5 
~ ' ~ a o r j ~ - " :  t ha t  would wewkrn t t ~ a  Clea- Wake*. Act; cr o-her law++ t h a t  
arctect 
hmmns srid t h e  e n v i r n n w n t .  The f i l l i n g  of streams ' a t -h  rock, s o l i ,  
debr ,s 
3 r d  ~&8161 "?sicrburb.;ria' natcrirll as n Iwttor  of roii",nc arr?Asig gr3ctAce 
-7- A< ., i , 'd , t.-. el i l i ~ , ~ ~ ~ ~ r f i ,  ~ i n e : ~  i t  i s  rob n e r ~ s s ~ r y  f i j ~  mi . i i * g  i<qal . T f i  

fact, it 
lixely 1s i i l t ~ g s i  - t h e  courts have said as much In .~ec.in"%a-;;lrs. 

Please  wiehdraw t h c  EIS,  b s n  etxcamivnliuy tkl.. mrnrng ~ z a c t i c c ? ~ ,  and 
t igh(--r  IF +-he w3ter  qtral~ r y  c o n t r i , l ~  on a i l  vr-i-riyrg npbraVi-nw. I 
Thank ysu Pox trna c ~ c r C u n i t . y  to cis timer.^. i h q x  you are s n j c y i n g  your 
e r d - o f - y e a r  f ; r m k .  

Merry 'i'onniey 
343 North P.W1~sviilc St,. 
Xt. Sterl ,ria KY $035 3 
P*P-Xkm=fll-*;=.%PLUlnLTI 

-- 
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Roy Trent 

Plensc work to Clelp the Bush adrnmstxation conder dternatives that reduce: 
the enviru~unentd impacts of rnount&ntup m n v d  and then iulplmmt 
measures to protect natural resources nnd cmntunities in A p a k b i a ,  such ss 

1-7 
vstriclions on the size of valley hus to reduce the desmctim of s t t e a s ,  
forests, wildlife and communities. 

cc: 
Senstar Jeff Sessions 
Repxsentladve Robert Aderholt 
Senator 1iicbat.d Shclby 

- 
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11725 Kraplas Mill Rtl 
Crtktcxr VA 32224 
703-620-4634 

This mining prcsc.edure IS radical ar~d the aftemath is permanent 'ft seems obvious to me 
that EPA'S recornmendirtion to continue xncmntaintrrp removal in my farm is countm- 
tndicated. Please d o  not proceed with thrs q p r m c h .  nimk you fbr lisrrning. Sillct~lqt, Roy ."- 

Phil Tnola 
qhlt(4pfilltcomr To: John FotreniR3itTSEPAfIJS@>BPA 

ec: 
01115/2004 1 1 3 1  Subject: mmment on mountain top minmg- mother had 

tdea 
PM 
Pletme respond to 
phi1 t 

1-9 

flea! Mr. Fomn, 
I 

reflt 

Phil Triuk 
148 S. 1200B 
Salt 1,ake City. TJT 84102 

"l'wenty years from now you will be Inore disappoin 
didn't do than by the ones that you did ctu '' 
-Mark 'barn 
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Martha Tumquist Ellisa Vdoe 

Sincerely, 

Ellisa Valoc 
20501 S. I'mquility Iane 
Oregon City, OR. 97045 
eihm@cfaritycorn,wm 
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Thank yoti for your time, 
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Jeff Waifes Judith Wafker 

Date: 01/08120M 013754 PM 

In response to your er>mmeDt, sent on Ifft/Q4 054 

We we forwarding an inquiry received via the Public-Access e-mail 
s ystern. 
Please respond &t.ectly to tJlc original requestor: 

eatcake @be1 Imu&.net 
Jeff W~aites 

Please do everything you can to stop the blourine: off of mowntaintop 
bi7r 
mining purposs; it's long past the time for this practice to be 
outlawed. 
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As a US voter very concerned about the emiroammt, I urge you to amend 
this 
drdt environmental. impact st~tement to better protect the Appalacllian 
mountam from destructive mmmg practices, Please limit the ~lb~lity of 

1-9 

f -9 

Thank you for your help with this matter. Jeff W&es 675 fnterlax 
Rd. 
Irondale, M h m a  35210 205 951: 9653 

mining companies to  destroy thew precious mountins. 



Bruce Wallace 

6 January, MOQ Forren, 
Mr John D Forren, 3EA30 
USEPA Re@on 3 
1650 Arch Street 
Philadelphia. PA 191 03-2029 

Dear John 
I am attachrng my rewew of the mountaintop removalhalley fill (MTWVF) draft EIS whtch is 

enclosed as an attached documnt Readtng through the document and compertlng the B S  wltfi 
the technical studes, one gets the rrnpressron that rather than the promimd goals of enhancing 
envrronmenlaf protedron reeultrrig from MTRNF actrvitss were not achieved The purp0.w of 
this El3 as presentv constructed, seems io  have the objective of mkmg the prmlttrng of coal 
mmlm;, easrer When I first started wrth thrs work in 1999, the mtning opwattans were called 
MTWVF EJow rn this cfrsft of the EIS they have all been changed to mountarntop mmng 
(MTMNF), whah historlcslly has keen the iexlcon of the rmning companres - nd the pubtrc 
environmental gruups or most agencies Thus, t rest my case as to who mfluenced what on this 
drafl E IS 

I also have proMems with the alternatives chosen in the Exeoutwe Summary and in the 
doci~ment In many rnstances fieverai factors pointad out that smaller and restocked s~ze of fills, 
would resuk in enhanced pubbc protectron enhanced public safety and enhanced envrronmental 
protectton The alternatives recommended really bokd dawn to the cheapst method to mme 
the coal not long-term questrow sbut the eventual fate of the pcople or the envcronnacmt of the 
regian Thus 1 have many probiems with ths E19. whtch I go into in depth in the attached revltnv 
These problem are centered about sevwal m a p  points, as follows 

a) The documnt is full of promises with ItMle or 00 ~upport~ng documentation on or how 
those promrses wrll be fulfiiled - only very vague g@?mrallzarlons 

b) Several of the mam chapters t f l  the EIS show lack of sae&~fic knowlee on the part of 
the wrrters or tnacourate and mlsleadmg %taterraents andtor wordlng 

c) When mention rs made of environmental &mge  resulting from MTRNF m n r q  it IS 
dot-% wlth extrem@ly evasrve and ambguous wordng In what appears to be a del&xmte 
attempt ta deoelve any uninformed reader 

d) The lack of a dtrect approach, clouds sclentrflc data with ambrgulty and is extremely 
amoymg 

e) The Executive Summary am wwell as the entlw document, lgnorer rnany key wenbfic 
facts and tn fact rs often a rehashmg of vague promrses based an vague generalitme, In 
the EIS The M a t h  of how these vague promises of future work (who, how when 
where) are missing rn the main EiS 

O There must be more swllrnq out of how, who, what, when and where rather than vactue 
gsnealtt~es and less cross &ng of chapters when referring to t h w  ~ndistind promks 

g) The docvmnt IS reptete wrth statements about mit~gahon, w~thaut grving any details 
about who, how, wMt and by what procctases mltrgatlon is to be asae3e9sed Is there any 
evidence of any rjctenttfic study on any aquatic mltigatlon performd tn conjunction wtth 
h4TRNF In the pa&? If so it needs to presentecl In this El5 

h) There are excei&e parnlsrzs of h t  managcjmnt practioes (BM!%] wthout gwing any 
ev\dence of WM those are m th16 EIS They should bts pmrcleci here atxi now - not 
some vague prorntaes of what wrli be done 

t) f he docunrent 1s repfete with sbtements such as protedirn~ and maintalnmg stream 
functrrsns yet, not one Federal agency assw;iat@d with thrs EIS has ever assew~r] or 
propomd to assess stream functrons (e g nutnent cyclrng dacompasttton, productlon, 
etc ) assoaated wrth MTRIVF mlning to my knowtedge 

1) Many times examples are given of asesa ig  dream functlow by the COE if they are 
referring to the Eastern Kentilcky Stream Protml, then It should be m one of the 
Appendices of thrs dnft El§ and available for fuN public scrutlny 

John, finaity I m M  ask that my n a m  not be IrEited tn this &oumnt as reviwing this 
document A$ it stands t would ba ashamed far t h  ~ M r c ,  n'ry co l legue~ end the saenttfic 
comrnmlty rn general to thmk that I offefend even tacit approval to thrs document as it is 
presently constructed I trmt that you find my attached comments useful toward another 
draft of thrs EIS 

k) The document is nepkete with $tstatamnts such as gmtectrng "high value" aquatic system, 
yet, no b~olngrcsl ~nvenlory IS b e q ~  requmd In mmy 8 not msf cases - so hour. are they 
going to rmogntze a 'hrgl? value" aquahc system3 

t) Swefaf of the technical studies In the Eft3 paint to enhanced enaronmntal protection 
(cumulative tmpact on downstream org@nisms and cMmrstryf and less human impact 
(reduced fbod~ng) Less disruption wrth smaller f1116, are not m ~ l m r M  a8 they are not 
in the best Interest of the mmrng compantes 

m) Among t k  above, $oll?nlum concmtrations, a bad aactw n aqua% ecaaystem (see 
attachead rev~ew) whose conceratr@tor@~ excea&d EPA mfe dnnCung water &endar& in 
66 oases, and corutzrminrttes and btoaccumulzltes rn dwnstream fclcxf ch l ra ,  1s largefy 
ignored It ts incredulom tfiat thrs IS not even rnentbned in the Execubve Summary1 

n) It IS patnfully obvious that much of the concerns of the EPA's own sc~enttsts were hrgely 
ignored 

of It is also dearly avident that the concerns of many citfsrsns Imng In the M f  I%VF study 
areas have been ~gnared 

p) !n order to achreve a campbteiy balanced approach, it IS probabty uwise b have those 
agencles oonduct an EIS that are the %me agmcles 8 eot k, rrtrtlal lawsurts over the 
MTWW iwus! Resclirrg through the exmu8ve summary and most of the EI9, and 
comparing 11 w~th &om@ at the technrcal lnfomtion, it IS clear that W a  report should have 
been comrn~se~onecf through demme-nt groups such as s jo~nt study between the 
Ndtlonel h d e r n y  of Science, and the National Academy of En@neenng As such and 
as tt stands n w  thts enftw procew 1s $er~)udy f lwed 

Sincerely, 

1-5 

4-2 

J Bruce VVz\llace 
Profeswr d Entomology 

and Ecology 
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Cornmen@ on Coal Mining E3S by J. Bruce Wallace with suggWons for improving and 
making changes. 

Executive Pummary: This is where f have some of my most serious concerns. Ahr 
reading this section, I have serious doubts abut  the Mole process of this EIS as 
present& con;FtrucW. fn order ba achieve a completely balanced approach, it is 
probably unwise and unjustified to have those agencies conduct an EIS that are the 
same agencies %ubjiect to the tnitlal lawsuits. A r reading thmugh the executive 
summary and comparing it wrth same of the technicaf Informauon, it is clear that this 
report shouid have been commissioned through an independent group such as a joint 
study between the National Academy of Science, and the Platianaf Academy of 
Engineering. As the executive summary is presently framed, it is painfully obvious that 
much of the concerns of the EPA's own scientists wwe largdy ignored, One wonders if 
the person or pemns responsible for this summary even read the scientffic studies, the 
most important of which are buried in a 34cm high stack of appendices. D q i t e  t h e  
seierlous flaws in the entire process of ehls EIS, my detaited comments are as follows. 

Executive Summary: 
In genera!, scientific data are largely burid or gtossed over in the executive summary, 
which fails to expose the Full extent of some of the more serious problems such as the 
extent of envrronmentat degradation, including tong-term problems VVlth water 
chemistry, aquatic assemblages, as well as lack of potential For forest recovery. These 
well-documented and serious enviranmenbf problems are buried in a stack of 
appendices that are 34cm in height. A much shorter and more direct summary of these 
envrronmcntal insub should be tncluded in the executive summary and not dismissed 

fve wording such as " quewons sW e m W ,  " ', "continue ti) 
eva/udMt, ek, Although the word envimnment in some form is mentioned some 40 
times in this executive summary, with wording such as "mInimizin~ adverse", 
"enhdnce", etc., etc., there's really not a f& of =lid improvements laid out in this E15 
other than vague promises. 

Page ES-2, second paragraph - if these measurements of Weam miles mre made from 
a WSGS topographic map (Q:24000) then they represent a large underesumate of the 
stream miles in the region, For example, Luna Lwpaid (1994) noted in his book "A 
View of the Rivera, "blue lines on a map a n  dram by nonprokssionai, low-salarkd 
personal, In actual fact, they are drawn to flt a rather personatired aesthetic'' 
(Attachment XI).  Furthermoret Leopold (19%) gives examplfi shaving that 'if actual 
channels are mapped on the gmund (rather than a USGS 1:24,000 map), a far larger 
number will be found than those discerned on a published map". Qne of the items 
needed for the study area is a much r dacumenbtion sf strrtsrn length in areas 
that are proposed For mining, Otl. @a ~OII taferrhg to the method usad in the 
cunrullatfvtt irnpacb study in Appendix I? If so, pIf5i~al r a d  my tomm#mlsa 
isbout ddeting a certain area, i.e. <30 acres, as having a headwater s h a m  

Page ES-2, third paragraph - Shoutdn% you point out that u ~ m p i 6 y m n t  poverty, and 
out migration out of %@ study area are not on! 
atso @above the state average for the mining co 
counties? Somewhere a detailed s;txiweonom 
independent outside group appointed by the National Acackmy of Sciences that 
considers both loopterm and &art-&rm eNects of mining activities on communities. 

Page ES-3, under technicaf studies, note these se nces in third paragraph down - "As 
a resuit, natural succession by trew and woody plants on reclaimed mind  land [with 
intended past-mining land ws ather than forest) was sloVYEfd. Bmer reclamllltion 
texhn~ques far growing trees on mined lands now &is% and are? being promoted," First, 
this gives the mideading inerpretation that fcrres are returning. Read section 111.8-17 
"Planting trees on mined land" maks il: qui& clear &at this is not muwing* (Note 
page 12 in Handel's Report. Appendix E - " We $re yet ta ecsr ev/Ifenee thdt rhe ~ x @ i / ~ l  
a,mmn/irv bas m w1/ e&rn h, tk$e s z d d y  &graded landscapes'' Note also the 
problems menfioned in the f.olloAng p&agnpl.sl; of Handel's report). The EPA shftufd 
promote a longterm recovery study t o  get some idea on any potential far& recovery 
under different conditions. Same of the initial phases could be done by sampting valley 
fllb of different ages, 

in ~ ~ S l  
GmsIand bid 
fsdl~rn&nderss) 

$omha& ufiaAE5-d &re.oz &err?= mpt#. ( S ~ ~ & ~ @ S ) O C C U ~ ~  the mc&Jmd #led 
/an&, Small mamrr&ls and r i m s  ~jriqaclar to /nhmt &&? bairi&MM 'This wording is 

more direct statements on 
songbirds an mined areas 
%*st species. ~ o s t  
ks (snakes) on mined lands. 

fore% and mined areas, but the 
been adequatdy assessed, ' 

of page, again, see Leop ment above - 1200 m 

I think), Furthermore, note the diverse aqtoatic ammblagas in wtm-ts detined for 
ough such streams genmlly do not appear on USGS topographic maps in "A 

Suwq of Eight Major Aqua& n Associated with Small Headwater Streams 
Subject to V a k y  Alls frQm Mn dix D, Part 2, fhus we a* 
losing valuable aquatic habitats that are not even being considered En the abwe 
e&imatt?s of stream loss. 
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Top of pagat ES-4, Again, as not& above, it shadd tae cl rEy stated them are large 
undere2lmats and many miles of streams are k i ng  lost with vaiuable aquatic 
assemblages that are not belng considered in these estimates, 

Page ES-4, second butlet, again no mention is made of the diverse aquatk fauna 
associated with the smallest of these! headwater streams, Le., as painted out in "A 
Survey of Bght Major Aquatic Insect Orders AssocZated with Small Headwter Streams 
Subject to Valley Fills from Mounhintop Ninrng" in Appendix D, Part 2. 

Page a-4, third bullet, f agree that the Chemistry Technical Study is not put together 
very wdl, (see comments on that =ction belwv). But it is nst ~caretce ba say, 
that mined areas are charscteriW by an fncrr?am In minerals - there is a 
very large increase in ions, which I-ds to ridlcufous-ly high conductivity, %s 
well as severre wager qual#ty problems. The US EPAb water qu&lHy studiea~ 

\rialley fiilr wiere alevatad 
for ar numbr af s draining un-minded areas. 

Sulfate = 41x greater; Calcium, 
Magnesium, toM hardness = r21x greatm; Total dissolved solids = > 16 x greater; 
Conductivity, alkalinity, Potassium = 5% greater; Selenium = 7.8~ greater and had a 
rnedlan value of 11.5 ktg/L below fills. The US EVA'S on safe drinWng water standards 
are only 5 k q / L  and - 66 violations (in excess of safe drinking water levels) of Selenium 
were found. Note that t h e e  ratios a n  based on median values, and many values are 
much wow than 3 have pre$enled here, Why is ma mantian of th 
prablems, as well as the potential fang-term cts on downstream water 
suppile99 Our poterbte water sup$!& have the potential to be harmed many years 
into the Future because of large intreams n concentrations of Mveral chemicals as 
recentty Found by the US WA below vatley fills. Surely, this deserves, adequate 
treatment in the executive summary, This is potentiatly extremely harmftrf to the health 
of both humans and animak in both the shcw2-hrm and long-term. 

Page ES-4, third bullet, c l b  above commentsy the cornmen& about rnacdnvertebrata?~ 
are in accurate and unclearly presented It is stated much more dearly by the P A  
Report from Cincinnati (by f-ulk et a!,), " 777e r:bnsis&nI& higher stream Bio/~~/ca/ 
inte@& ~cor&ls, as mas@& by the W m a m  cbidRIo17 
belsw tili8d sits have Iomr bid& in&prr'ty #?an si& w'& 

p6llution sensitive taxa, Alfhough it is clar thef sh?dms below fi#s have reduced 
bio/~icaf i n t e ~ w ,  mme guWbns remain about trow impacts vmy w'ffi &nfd$ 
addi1-/on&' fllis, ~r in#uence .the &n&fc d/vem@ of animal popu/M.on5. && om &sin, 
Twntymiic Crc!ek, m~?lij/nd s/&s &&/TJ se@$on@l va/ubs (8un/mnj fw bioIogicaI 
intigrily were good and the colla~ons were associc3W M h  8 s e v m  dmqht." 

This should be restated mare direeNy, as; follcws: "Strmms draining valley fills tend to 
have greater and more persistent base flw due to the I w r  evapcttmnspiratiun from 

s. During smatl starms &ream draining valley fills usually have less 
draining unmiwd imas. However, the availabic evidence 

that streams drarning valley fills have greater runoff than of un mined areas 
during large storms," 

(3ecltEon Ill: G-4) f s pwblic mf(3t-y not a crmcwarn? Xf public sdety b s concern, 
why was it ignored under the P P O ~ O G C I  alternativa#? t h i s  &auld also ba 
considered under cumulative Impacts. 

ES - and energy needs the paragnphs on p q a  1V.A-5 prrsvides some ieformatlon 
about importance of coal to energy needs, based on those paragraphs I gather: So the 
lass of these remrvlcts wouEd not have an im iate, Irreversible effect on energy 
production kcause sufficient reserves exist etsewhere? Why isn't this in the executive 
summary? At least mention what the mat reserves are in other regions mrnpared to 
Appalachian reserves within the MfRJVF area. 

There is a much maw ~ ~ a r f i b u s  mamr rda&l:l.ng *a hyhydrdagy that is not 
m9ierrsd Tn the QXQ?I:U~&~ summery. Nab In Appendfx )t (floodi~g 

Under Exec. Summary amparison of stream characteristics in small gaged, 
n& ..,on page 3, that runoff is 1.75 X grater p r  unit 

aareid under any mention af hydrofogy in the axecuMva summary. 
Fufiarmam, this means Zhat d e r w s  CIE& gehg ta experle~lm 
incrsaod dswnobwm loading 
paragraph. This n d s  to be msntiontad in the ~xew:utbe summary. 
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mentioned here in lieu of all of the other irnpwtant aspects that are not even 
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documan& you shauM dearly c b  where with of thesie p ~ m l s  
d 

based wt the o W m  a f o n ~ i r g  kbmf con,u"It~tr'm~ ide~lji* arrd fmpkmw 
p g m m  &~n~es,  as mxwary  and appropPn;./ rn ensure that MTM/L/F is camm@ 

EIS are any prucedu 
requid, siinciez in most cao no bieiogkel inventory is  required? 

in A/&martr'm?s 1 and 2 P A  artd C;be CaE wufd cmsidef designating &reds 
generally unm&ab/e fix flV, m&m?d h7 as Advdn~!dIdmtr'fica&n of Di$pcmf Sites 
(ADID f. (&ah if no Walsgicd inventory is resquired how wsuid any AD1 D 
be indentifled?) 
*in A / & ~ a f i ~ e ~  2 and 3, the agencies wodd dew/op a joint M?Ff/vF app/icatioien &rm, 
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guidelines? Sin= thb is  the EM,  

ES-8 last paragraph, " 7hese changes Jncttld~~ bur; are not timkd to: 
nrfe-making by EPA and the O E  to define "fill "ma&&/ < 
be revised based on Oecssmlrrw 2003 deebions?); 

by tFle COE of W 21, @quIrr"ng cme-by-cast evs-J'u~ffms mi$ is 

~suc(r%es by the agencies; {Again, rounds gwd but not d 

policies regarding approximate original contour that rn8xinimt; backfill and 
minimizes excess spoil; devebpment of neation policy, (Who, how and 
when lbr  stream delneatian? I f  * t h l  S, me! wocrld €hi& Wio- 
would be desedwd In &is document) commercial Forestry rqulations, wtface 
water runoff analysis and blasting ... pTbmOt/on Of ref-orestation by OSM and the 
$zt&s;and davefoprnent of a poS mining land use policy by OSM," {Since thest4 

n going on 4ar well ewr a d w d e  why hiss this not ba 
done prewioudy?) 

e a r n  ef Judge Haden's 
in ICY? 

€3-9, third paragraph, "Better smam 

characterizaaan af ag 
t h i s  statement is fdtowed by evrsivs wmxiing such as csn be, may, and 
may reducep which &a not r a l l y  do much to support how the pwrcam af 
'cRarat~rizationR is going to inrpmwa the pra%xetit-ion.) 
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As an addmi comm~nt;sry, in the EXQ?c&i~dt Suntmary, 1 Puund many 
prandiatsar sbtements that WWB apparently being add in this EIS, 
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I- 3, top parag w ph, "Coal minInp activittes involve &mpmry'& or permanen1.I~ 
diverting wters of the US. htr, engineered chetnn& &r vani7lrlS e%.w?n5. ilxYudi~g 
mining coa/ beneath streams " From 
censsifat of permmenfly burying h 
temporolrity dluemd. 

1-3, ' fh@ agencies dssumed, hr  the purpo~s of rjrtis Cdraff thtTt impam tn the 
st#@ a@a wu/d pmbdbp be at ledst as s@n@cant as impd& in &her ateas, and 
that the masum to address thee impads rfbr .ti% area muid bes adequaw 
h r  o&?er a ~ a s  8s ~ f l .  t%/kwizg the cmcIu:&n ofthe NEPA process IcOr the ikwt% 
rifddresscrj, the need &r addiMna1 evaluation ww/d be assess~d &alfwb to &her 
ma/ m&in)g artivdfc3s a14"tXtingjumdk~na19mms." th is  k in.womis&nt with 
same of the assumptions frcm the USGS hydrologic tschnical studiesI 
where yau d1$mfSlg%d some af the results a8 being "atypkat" from en 
boleted vtr~tershd* 

1-4, "OSM has not bde~vtt$ amlied, or en&md tAe sB"rridm bufir zone! (SBz) 

avatuetd until now haw dfd QSM make thedr prior judgmmts? Espeeiafly 

2-5, la paragraph, I recommend that you give acreage of the fills, total amount of 
%rest lands effercted, and miles sf st you shoutd also mention that: 
these stream distances, if from the ~~ were taken from LEGS top 
which grmtfy undemtlmate the numb headwater stream (see 
below as well). 

%sting on page IIX-31 and much of the foltawfng page of Aitemmves: Much of this 

By the way, in section KC, the "eva9Sve-ward", "paterrtial" Is used 48 times. 

Page IX-38 to I1.C -42. Why are all these rregulations put into the main EIS, surely if 
anything goes to an a ndix, much of this could, 
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KC-43. Again, under 404 permits it is painfully obvious that bjobgicat 
manitoping may not be 

the questton must Lw! ask&: I f  no monitoring 8s 
required, how can you have any idmi on what valuable wpta€ic Ilk may or 
may not: be presmt? 

Afso for individual st;ates such as WV, does the USWA have any requirement on how 
any biological monitoring mards are delivered to the W E P  or maintained foiiowing 
their submission? As I recall from earlier conversations this is unclear, and thasf; data 
are! often not well maintained, Who analyzes these data? It %ems; as if one 
requlnrnerkt should be to have those data tx! submitted electronically as well as a hard 
copy. If the submission forms *re in a standardized format it would k a valuable 
record for long-tern analyses. Furthermore, if those data were required and 
maintained, then much of the present situation wuld not even be occurring, 

KC-43 through 44. It IS difficutt to believe that this entire saction on chemical 
rneasurernents was written without singling out Setwrhm, which was clearly in excess 
of the EPA's safk drinking water standards on sane 4% occasions, 
C-11.C-44, Under Action 5:  Again, see comments above for page 43 concerning 
biological monitoring data. We atready know there are going to be impact9, 
so aactly how is such data goSng to be used to avaOd or mitigate ruch 

3 Who makes t)\ese determlnatlom and actually anal 
dab? this needs to be more $pacific. 

KC-44. Under Action 6: Who makes the determinations, 0 ~ ~ i n e d  under the bullet4 
portions of Action 47 See note below concerning the failure of any of the Federai 
Agencies to measure what are stream Functions, Likewise although they may promote 
it as such the same goes for the COE functional assessment. 

I1.C-49 through 56. These pages are mplete with stream functians and 
assearsing bss uf stream functP0~6, Here are some! stream functions as would 
be eow~red in an ecolagical contat: 1) nutrient cycling (or rspiraling) in streams 
(includes uptake and release and processes such as denitrific8t;i.a~ and nitrification); 2)  
transport and retention fpartEcles, etc); 3) decomposition such as detritus pracesing; 
4) organic matter dynamics (input, storage, rdention, export); and, 5 )  Respapiwan, ek, 
However, during my years ar~sociatea wittr reviewing material for thls EXS, I 
emnot war recall such a function king measured in rassocfsrtion with mining 
by any government agency. So what is really being evalu~lted here? I f  $am% 
of the agencies lnvahred with as sing hrnctlons such as Wng 
mentioned above it would ba great and add greatly to our knowfedge ~f and 
any dqradatian resulting from mining or any impravementa from mitigation. 

no opcMc blolaglc 

mwwrd). Sin- Ehwe are usualiy at B e  f~ lm ly  level, or at best generic 
lavsl, %here ts really nat a blobgiceti fnven&sry. Ye@ in tfrrt pragraph at the 
top of parse 57 atgtcss that "SMCRA quta~onsr  specifigtcMy provide detrarll~ far 
idtsnCificr?ltim and p r o M o  ua fish, wildlif* and 

hawlng same detailed p 
taylulaQrs propose to be able bo assa 

wherther the habitat is of unusualty high value? f n this ease the cart s e e m  
to be & ~ g d  of the ham. 

KC-62-63, Under Cumulative: Irnpacks, I dbagrere that this El6 actually waluated 

study betwen the National Academy of Science, and the National Academy of 
Eminering to assure &at the assessment was being made by independent groups 
rather that the same government agencies that are under litigation. 

I1.C-62-63, Under Curnulatfve f rnpts, second paragraph: " 77Ws em14'mate does ttat 
iwhdt? any a#d &rn&d~g." This saem to 
apply art tfon Es cccurring, Handal's report 
in Appendtx E, llluetratevl thls is nat cccurringh 

Also 1I.C-62-63. Under Cumulative Impactst second paragraph "Absduh? limitatkws on 
valey Bff siz wuuM result. &: 1) m$erv&s typ,ca/& acce~ibJe by /d/"9er mining 
equipment be~oming unminabk; 4 m m  rapid of re$erv(4?~ m'nabb by smafltr 
equipment spi+eads; 3) imwed pnssum ~n cent& Appahchian coal fmm 
Powder River &ash, naturdf pa$ imp~rted/&rnStl%- cm/ suurts; artd 9) 
esuftant fnc/pasies in mining costsI minag artd rtfated ~mpIoyrnen1: decreases 
in s?vt?rr;,nce fax&, e&, [Appiena'ix GJ', Well, what snvlronmtrsh aconomks, 
such as natural rwiource fatian (a hmlthy and renwaMe forest;), 

releaoat, impact an runoff and water 
nsidered), Wow a b u t  I 
livable envtronmg~nt is d 

populations migrste, &cc. Why awn2 these part: of your economfc 
Every item above is centered around one MtSng: mining cad at the! cheapest 
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price: This really bolts down to short-term economic gain for long-term en~imnmental 
degradation, However, the question should not "How can we emact eal  
with the minimum expense and maximum short-&rm profit for the mining m 
but rather "How can we extract coal resources in a wise manner, which ensures long- 
term environmental integrity, productive forests, unburied and unpoffuked streams, and 
long-term productive economies fw our children and grandchildren?" Comp91.e the 
shtements in thb saction wit% &a averall purpwm of .the EXS an gage I-2. 
This only ed$s to my opinion that this EIS should have h e a n  dons by either a 
commitbc appulntcad by tits Nat. Acad. Scl. and/ar Nat. Acad, Engr. 

11.5-2. There are some real twisted and skewed perspectives contained in this section. 
Quote page 2, " Fmrn d t x d q i a l  sbndpainit ver, same sb?iam sqmenb in #e 
upper edches of w&&eds em be impm&/fP dqudNc hdbitass. ff&&ng @& ti %he 
uppermaif stmm Begmenb do&$ nut recqniire the imp&c7nce of some upper stream 
segments as emIqicaI& established aquatic habitah, l3~ause existing data do fiat 
Rsrdbh'sh a sGientific bbas i?; categonicIy limiting Ms ta 3peciWl;ic st?gments, &iii 
El5 pmposes to ronth~le ~ndividuah site-speciific da63 coIIe&m and sd"r,@ to evaluejnre 
the ecoIo~fcaf imporfanm of upper stream reaches" This statement is twisted 
jargon. Xn&rpmtertiorr: Since streams exist that are randacummtwl an USGS 
Topographic maps, which can have a diverse Fauna and bcs important 
ecatcgical habitah, then it is ok to h r y  miom of tharn by Incraasing the. d m  
af PitIs. By many accounts presented in Lhls EIS, it is wmnissous txr conclude 
any consideration is being given to the scalogical importance of headwater 
stretarns as sugge&ed in the statement at the end of this para@raph. 

1T.D-3, f ist  4 paragraphs. This reads as if restricting fills M 150 to 250 acres did not 
show as a significant economic impact on cmi reserves, as restricting fills to 1- than 
75 acres. However this idea ws rejected because w only collected the data from 
West Virginia and it may nclt be representiltive. What kEnd of s 
Finally, what 18 mesamt by the following s?Mmwnt which 
studies dld not provide a suiXortrla basis far determining the indirect effect 
from valley Ells could not be! 
untrue beauss: 1) Stream c 
Seksnium, mnductlvity, ertc, 
(Falk et al. Appendix 0 part 
shew Impacts as nated by the tallowing sO;B.Ixcm@nt: " 7 7 ~  cms/slwttly higher 
WQ z o m  and the TO&/ Tsxa in N4e Wnmined~itts rt?&ive to H/W sit= d t m  six 
seasons shaved &at Fillled sacs have l o w  trio& integrity than &s ~ M o u t  VB. 
FurlChermo@, reduced kxd rJClfiess in fi4Ied s i w  is pN"mari& &a rcirsukt of &wr 
po//ut~n-sensitive EPTBxa, " Them direct evidence of significant im~ct of 
fills on biota, chemistry, and hydrology. 

&'bua3n*es am? rway IX7t ;be nsr S~$tJcd//y vaId &s& &r (7 ~/a&m& 
size surmga&.* Yst mdw m&on XILD-6 and 7, chemkal camperisan$ am 

study ... ,,..is this sdmkiver indusfon and aeludon cr what? 

1I.D-6, top pangraph, Again what hmnetional mmrurements has the CUE ever 
made of aemystcsm properths ar sbaem fun&ona as it re 
eoel mining? Noltt! tO my knawla%e - -Her cammenb mncerninp 
function. 

thEt six m&&s havirg s@ni&at co&amns iff blre #na/ $amp&@ &?@sonT Winter 2laOl, 
Alsa in Winter 0f ZD02,ijr regesr'on ofthe bVkW vwsm cturnu/aIri,d n'vw ki/ornhm 
e&%mates a &cease aSappmxima&& 
Seasort and cumu/aWe Wer kiJ~me&r 
#in&@ activi& in #e m&rsh&V The word additive seems weird this is curnulatiwe 
and not additive - simply jargon as worded, Row that 1 read the material under 
cumulatiw? Impacts, I understand the f ~ # v e  but not the logic behind the requested 
changes 

Cumla~ve impxb are discufjs~d to a degree In Xndcx I: hawever, other than the 
benthk studies above, not investigated. So hwv could the existing data show 
cumulative impacts if ttre prerequisite studkl; were not done? 
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residences in t k i r  wa&mhds. Biuf~gical condNs'uns in the? s5c"drns &NS ~ n l y  vaiiey fiffs 
r e p ~ ~ n t ' e d  a gmdient of condMons Ram poor tw w v  gaod; sb"zslams wz&+ ~/a/Icfy 1CIis 
and msidcnces were maS'IL impacted. Jmpacttis could include sevem/ such 8s 

tY1e 
impacts csndpa/15'cuIar s&wmts cou/d not be es&BEishea' WM #@ avai/ate dataa 
B/ther, the lFfS studies did not co11cIudc Ulat imp& document& kkw fkfDfJvF 
aperabons cause or conMb@e to $Ignificdnt dqradalfon of watm of ti?@ US,[SIO CER 
230,10(c)], " 
1) H e w  can you justify the above paragraph in view of the fidlngo of 

g w U y  alclwabd chcsmi~try, inchrdlng 66 widstions of satenilurn 
c o n e a n ? r  One of tbs o~gslng problems with the ehamicl91 &udl 
thsl: they haven? drme statrstlcai analysis ers such. 

2 )  Haw can yau justify the ~lbove pagraph In view of the analyses of 
r i d  out by the USEPA Stetistlerl Anrrlysw bQ 

2) and directiy quoted in the paragraphs 
below3 

"In gemraIstaIlistrcaJ differences between the Unmlned and RI& U5 cr'asses 
cor~sponded t~ ~ffhgu'cal d/We1z?nee5 &&teen cl~3sslsts bas& m mean WSCf scun?~~ 
Unminal sites scored "very g& "in all s~?;asms except autumn 1959 &en Clle 
condiBW~ MS scored as '&md '"e co~dilfons at R/led sites ranged fwm "&ir "tu 
'@oaf", However, R/I& dh; that scared " p d  "on avtmge olfly re!pTZI?5ented 
cond/tlon5 in the rWentym7e W k  w&~~hed  In two Srslasuns (is&,, autumn 2000 and 
wilter 2001). 7Befe s i ' s  am not mpresen&ti~ of&? entir~ tVE'V)%f sfudy m& On 
average,Fll/ed S&W had iowr WVSCI scorns than Unmined sites, ," 

"me ConsiSentJy higher W B C I  m @ s  and the To&/ Taxa in &e UnmI/t9?d 
wlar've to FiIM $i&s cicross six seamns show &at /Wed $i@s have lowr bib& 
in&gn'ty than sites &thout t7=s furt;hermary?, reduced tam n'cltna in AIM si&s & 
prirnan'fy the mmlt of &wr @futr'm-se#diti~ E13T taxa. She lack of dgnificant 
dimrences b e W n  these two EZS dc3.$ses in a u a m  1995' &y~@dlrs to due to bse 
e m &  of greatr'y reduced flow in Unrnined tisit& during a severe dmught Cmtinued 
sampling at Unmined iand FiIfeg' sites b~3uId improve tfie undeening of k241el;fier 
M?Pf/1/F activisies are asmiat& ~ ' t h  $ti%~ond/ vixiaition in Izenthk macminvertcbr&t? 
mems i3n~ ~ * ~ - I P O W  hydrologyBY " 

" ExdmJndtion of the Additive sibs h r n  the m&n&em of TwnLyrnile Cmk inCtic&?d 
&!?at Impacts to the benthic maminve&bl-ate commrlnities inceased BmsS $@oras 
and upearn to domstream of TwtyMle  C W .  In  the fifst sampNng sedson one 
mew, fatal Taxa, was negaNveIy cmlated &ti9 distzmce along Be majr&m. 72% 
number- of metn'e showing a rr?Iatbnship ntmufatfve river mile inmdsced 8cms 
seasons/ w&k bur OF the six metdcs having isi&nikant codatims in &e tinal .wnp/inp 
sed$on/ Wnhr 2001. Also in Wn&r or'2001,a r~)'essibn of the WKCI veGm 
cumulatfve nver kiiometer rtirnates a decrease ofappmximateb me psinktn b9e 

II1.C- 1 Stream Classification: A measure of first order Streams h m  a 1: 100,000 scale 
map seems ridiculous - Luna Leopald in his book, A Vherw of tSto Mwesr, porn& out 
that at even 1:24,000 derestlmates the number of first 
order streams, most of which appear on a map. Wedwatar streams are 

m k e  up 48% of the Waf 

natwark-s ate uarralfy d r w n  at a 1:24,OM) or tarflsr, which iexctudes 
the smeltest strcsams (LeopcCd 2894). Using the, G O W Q ~ ~  C m ~ k  basin as an 
embrnpte, avar 98% of the tatat o W m  
I:i5WIQ02) ec:& m a p  (Table I). Many rrf the sm;aii#&t $treema do not 
an i:7,2OU scate maps. It is ironic that 
on work mmpteted in Coweta headwater 
U.S.G.S. maps (Myer and Wallace 2001). Far the Chattooga River watershed in the 
Blue Ridge Mountains of Georgia, North Carolina, and South Carolina, only 50% and 
75% of perennial streams were shown an X:lf10,000 and 1:24,000 scale maps, 
respectively (Hansn 2002). Almost none sf the inbrmi&ent and ephemeral streams in 
the Chattooga bsln were drawn on either map. The USEPA showtd conduct sam 

d measurements af some af these headwaters in the tvn;Q/VF area and compare 
with topographic maps. Wihout this informalion, accurzrte asswsment of miles 

of stream imp&& are not passlble 

1II.C-2, 11th line from b m m  OF page - recommend deleting ~Mgnamtas these 
streams are rarely "s&gn;anP. 

II1.C-6. Last line of page - delete batancad energy b.ensport. This is not what 
the Vanmete tet si. the paper is abut.  

1Id.C-13, Lentlc Mon-fi~Mng Aqua& Systems, Although W r e  is no 
between lakes and pands there certainly is a disQnaon between La 
versos f mpoundmnts (cmtted by dams on stream$). On page I KC-14, secomf 

ge they seemed ta k used intercha~lgeaw, 

IKC-19, last bullet, I t  should be csmphrarixd: 1) that historically ponds were 
cxceptionalty rare in the centmi Appatachians; 2) ponds created on mine sites provide 
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u ~ u S U ~ ~  or rant habltats that may have been missing before mining activities; 3) thus 
we do not know haw indicaMva they are! sf dishrhed versus undistur 

Iff .G-20, last stertcsment, needs to be quaiifid, bacsruae I elso 
creating wetiands dam nat replace the value of etrsam befarc mining. (See 
the procrrdings of Aquatic Ecosystem Enhencematt Sympaaium, Appendix 
D, Fli)ga 191, 

1II.D-X to 2, Again, this is sami~twhart mlslwding when the miles of strmms 
buried are discussed. Far example the statement " OPlter 
accuracy of thi3 &mate are presented in shrdy, Um'y blueIine streams fmm USGS 
tr,pographic map we incjudcd in this eva/ua&on, 7;Ais study did not ~~vdIudte ml/es of 
stream filled &at wr~ not marked as bheIim e l m s ,  nor wa?; an @t;imate ma'e &r 
the? number of mjle of shwns mi& tbrouph, " This gives a mideadlrrg 
rapresentation bec~~usie of the dive mlirtageo On streaams 
da&ined for burial, although such streams gmrzrafly bo not ap-r m U S S  
topagraphic maps In "A Suwq  bf Eight Major Aqaratk Insact Ordiers 
Assaciated wfth Small Hesdwster Streamrs Subject to V&iley Fltls fram 
Mauntaintop Mining" In Apperrdlx b, Part 2, And as explained above, 

c m a p  greatly undcsmtimate miles of sWaarma 
until thl@ bottom of IIf.D-3. 

I I ID2,  second paragraph from bottom of page " viab/e qucirtc cummunitids t-hdt could 
Pie" should be changed to read "viable aquatic communities are lost" berzaul~e all 
benthic data suggest lass of aquatic communities. 

Ill  .0-4. under b. 3. "It has not been determ/md if dmfndge gtsucfmls amxtaW wn"l) 

mmng can pmvide some b@n@fits (i.e.; increased flaw at of fi&, &Wing driinape 
s&uWes) that could od)cset aquah*t impacts." Explain, what kind of htlJits that 
such es structure could of ie t  in lieu of the masshe chemical chan 
8s lass of stream habitat? 

II1.D-5, Top OF page. " 7he c,&?nt tW M.h.ich enew /ms may be of&t By &put M m  
redamation ofthe mim si& and adfawt undlst&d areas is unkndm. Impam &that 

His I y p  oFrM energy 'thangc" mu& have on the domstniarn quatic @nwizxrm&t is 
uncen:din and t q u i m  further imesr"igaHonnn This is like saying that burying the 
streern and praWng a sediment pond sit the base of the fit1 that9 ruining 
downstream chemistry, may not be a bord thing. Thist is flawed logic. 

do atter flow regimes (not hiwe He po&~?C&/ tib); and, (9 Mining and awciated valley 
fills do alter (not have t-fw, to) $mam chemistry. These should be far more 
direct statements than currcantly d r a W .  

1II.D- entire section -The "etvaaive word: 
chapter dona 

TII,E9-6 f. 1, Under studies addresing chemistry why is na larger issue made of S e M u P n  
anywhere in this repert? 

tiat nutrient a t  IQW fevels of exposure. This inorganic chemical is 
found naturally in foed and 1s and is us& in dectronics, photscapy aperation$, the 
manu%chrre of glass, chem Is, drugs, and as a fungicide and a Feed additive, In 
humans, expu re  to high levels of scbniu rn over a long period of time has resuited in 
a number of adverse health effkts* including 61 Ias of feeling and conmi in the arms 
and legss EPA has set the drinking water standard Tor mknium at 5 ug/L (versus 11.7 
obsrv& k low valiey fills, 5"8bl& 1) to protect against: the risk of these! adverse health 

several times greater than tke dsk;rction limit of 3 ug JL. The elevated values of 
selenlurn appear to be dosety related to MM/VF: mining ectivity. 

Selenium is essential for life in very smaft amoun t s  but is highly toxic in slightly greater 

In an dewatred 

sdenium soits for a g t k u b a l  productio-n" (temly 19% page 4373. However, 

for selenium levels of S ugjt and the more appropriate level shodd be a water quality 
criterion of 2 ug/L, Furthermore, bemly (1999) has suggested that a selenium time 
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bomb is in the making as a result of substantial imp* on fish populations. She 
effects of selenium on Rsh ppuldions include the btlowing Prom Lemiy (20023; 

Swelling of giff lamel lae 
a Elevated lymphocytes 

Reduced hemoglobin (anemia) 
4 Eye cataracts as well as exopthalmus (popeye) 
4 Pathological effects on liver 

Reproductive failure 
Spinaf deformities 

The West Virginia Gesfegic and Economic Survey has information on selenium 
an their website (h~;/lwww,wvgs.wnet.edu /ww~Jdabs~t/te/SeHome~htm) It 
notes: 

"Selenium occur$ in coat primarily within host minerais, most within commonly 
occurring pyrke,.,,.. An unpublished study at WVGES using Snvl found selenium ,,. in 
12 of 24 coal samples &udied, mainly in the upper Kanawhs Formation coals. ,,.. 
Selenium in West Virginia coals averaged 4.20 ppm. .+. .. Coals containing the highest 
sczlenrum contents are in a region of south central WV wttere Allegheny and upper 
Kanawha coals containing the most selenium are mined.,.. Selenium is not an 
enviranrnentat problem in moist regions like tfie Eastern US. where concen 
average 0.2 pprn in normal soils," 

Summarizing this information, we see that in the region of MI"M/W mining, the coals 
can conlain an average of 4 ppm of selenium, normal soils can average 0.2 pprn, and 
the a110wble limit$ in the streams are S ug/L (0.005 ppm), Disturbing ma1 and soils 
during WI'M/W mining could be expected to result in violations of the stream Ifmil: Ear 
selenium, 

A fairly ~omprehensive review of Selenium is given in the Federal Register of 6 
March, 2002 ( Vol. 69, No. 44 pages 10101 -10113). Some notes made From this 
document are as follows: 
e "The EPA's standard to protect: aquatic species io 5 vg / titer but is 
reevaluated as a standard sf only 2 pg / t i e r  IS being applied to protect wetland 
grasslands in the Sari Joaquin Valley, CA (note 5 pg/L versus over 11. ygJL was the 
median value blow valley fills in W. 
c Selenium is taken up by vegetation. 
* Selenium is toxic to small mammals as longevity has k e n  
with only pgfg in diets of ratsI deleterio ir, nails, live, Mod, heart, 
nervous system, and reproduction have 

There is evidence that animals such as insects, that fwd on plants absorbing 
selenium from the environment, accumulate selenium in their bodies and this is 
biomagnified by larger animals suck as shrews, which feed on these ins&, have even 
higher levels of selenium. 

* 
swine and 
II 

the eggs of waterfowl and resu!ted In egg deforrrrMes," 

Hamilbn, S. 3, and A, D. Lemly. 19%. Water-sediment contrav&rsy in setting 
environmental standards i%r selenium. Ecotoxicology and Environmentat Safety 44: 
227-235. 

bemly, A, D. 2002, Symptoms and implicatJons of selenium toxlcQ [in fish: the Befew 
Lake case exampte. Aquatic Tox&ology 57: 39-49. 

Lemly, A, D. 19915. Seknium impacts on fish: an insidfous time bomb. Human and 
Ecafogical Risk Assesmen& 5 :  11 39-1 151. 

f1I.D-6 f.1. Again, it should be stressed under water chemistry that downstream hadins 
of chemicals could be incmased much more than indicated by the chemrcal 
mnce~ttrations because there is greater ~ u n M  and discharge r unit land area below 
valley fills. Mote in Appendix H (flooding studies) that runoft is 1.75 X grrrater per unit 
surface area h r n  mined than un-mined catchments. This difference should be noted 
both here and under any menuon of hydralogy in the execuave summary. 

Xf 1.0-7 Again, f.2. Summay and Conclusions : "In summary, mhing and vafXey !?/ling 
acfivi& appcw to be as50cidtwf' ..,...,..( change "appear to bcz" to are) Again, weak: 
ervsske wards, Furthermom, the folovuing statement gives the wrong 

The fallowing papar slkould 
use no other human activity 

fallowing r&emicnee: 

aut the PllTRjVF in WV orrtd ia as h inq by far the 
mmt prolific bctor cantribu mowing activity in the US. 

tpor~rQNf into this EXS. 
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III,B-7, under g. " VaIIey fils have the pot&nal ta a/hr g$csma;/jclhd@ica$ (Again, 
avwsiva warding, change to AvailaMe evidence sruggmt that Valley fills altar 
gaamarphologicai, , . ..) 
1II.D-8, again page is  replete wfth embiguous and evasive wordlng such ar 
potential to impact, patxmtiret impacts, Mc. Fumermare, lest paragraph 
under g ((downstream Immt from previous page), What functions hava 
ever been measure$ sbsociaM with MTRfVF mining? 

II1,O-9, under h l .  Well, I am glad the Trough Fork Study was actually mentioned In 
this EIS. Sevveral yean ago 1 commented on "A History of the Benthic 
Macroinvertebrate and Water Chemistry Studies of hnro Long-term Monitoring Stations 
on Trough Fork" Conducted for Pen Coal by R,E.I. Consultants, report dated 20 June 
2000, Hawever, why was this study not included in the E S ?  Although, I had some 
comrnentz, concerning the interpretation of Ule data, this was far, the b& long-term 
study documenting continuous stream impairment of invertebrate populations following 
initizltlon of upstream MTRJVF mining, I n  Pact, bdow f rraqmt that this study is 
added b the ffnel EIS. The! laart paragraph af this section is simply sn 8ICtempt 
to cover up an interesting fang-term data set. 

I1I,19-9, u n b r  BIZ. \d 
tong-brm bidcrgicat monkori red bidogical ccmditions 
below valley fills, Agdn, th is parlr9ally bus, it dams 
rcpres8nt a good mample of long-term studias, but the Pimt part is an 
atecampt to reduce the impact of that statemrant. 

I1I.D- 10 &11, under h3. ' Mi/& this report did not bcus m vr?11y fils, po&nfidI 
impacts t"i-om valley 84% tr;l m a m  chemdtf). W poj;SJb/e dtwaebns to strcm 

rt, which was primarily irr non-MTR/ 
Howaver, why hasn't the WSEPA considered ddng a similar study, perhap9 in 
conjunction with the U505 fn the NTR/VF area? Such a study seems tong 
overdue. 

III.Dl1, under h4, This section me& to be rewritten and updated using the report 
from the EPA Laboratory in Cincinnati (Falk et al. Appendix D part 2 )  and also noting 
that the w m m r  and fall of 1999 represented a record drought for the region. 

111, D- 12, under h4, at top of page - " C h a m z e  conditEons and &scrh? m y  
cumulatlbcp /mpac& thd1 cdn be &W in str(7arn.s domaearn of muIt-ipte .@#A OM@ 
h3 conditions encbuntw no d~RnriMvd cmc/usions we ma&d flparding this second 
objec~~e. * f hls statemeet is not curract, Again, this study does indic- some 
cumulative dlwvnstream impacts an and I quote from USEPA Statistical Anaiyses 
of Data (Falk et at. Appndix D part follows: "Exarni~tlon oft%? Ad&&.. sites 
t?c?rn &t? mdinSCE!m of TMnlymile Cm& irWlca&d Bat impacts 80 Eitle knthk 
macm'Rvertebpd& mmmun&e$ ~T~CIZE!BW across ~ ~ s m s  and upsteam ta dowsmam 
of Tbten&miJe Cmek, fn flmt xgrnpking 5eam one metn'c, TO&/ faxa, was 

f 
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III.D.14, Again, at tup of page and dsewhere this needs to be updated based on 
Cincinnati Laboratory's SQtisWal Analyses af all the biological data. 

I I f . 8  16 & 1 7, " f7SI's 5W4v dd not a b d m  wMther then? are envimmen&/ Z>enelp& $f 
s-iined flM hm? Ht& wlo?lrsAe& Wm compared to no-tJow Cand/%im$ in s m  
unmined /g&ena sb?am, (Ridiculws sat-* ae consideration needs to be 
mede that the higher flowg, or q m t  runoff from vatley fills, cornbhd with 
higher concen-traltiions of many chamids fa anly going to s w l e  to ineream 
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hioIqicdd& avdi&b/e fbr f i  chain (US, eW5, 
af hurnani~ esltCng th 

earlier comments on selenium, shave.) 

1EI.D-17 under a, " M/hee mining and fi/ing artY'ŵ &'@s have impdrtzr"d stn?ams 
compensatory mit@dtim may be usd to repiace lost habi&t a& finctlons. "What 
functions (see above concerning functions) have actually avw bsen 
rn~g~sfdred under any mitigation rtxeived Arbm nrJnSng cornpanim? 

111.5-17 under b. Again, What functJans (sm above concerning functions) biavc 
actzralIy ever be?en measurb?d under any mitigation received from mining 
companies? Withcut measuring any functions, what has h r s n  mitiptad? 
The meosuremenll(s) asmciatd with change in acosptem-lewd furrctions 
bafa'ora and following m9t&atlon S$ mm&thing that certainly d-a funding 
in order to assess the actual value! of m y  mitigation. 

IIl.0-18 and 19, under d. la% full paragraph an 18 relating increased discharge below 
valley fills to greater habitat for fish during drier wztsons ...." fkis 
e?levaW ffow regirnds fbs/M drrwstrc,arn fram w//ey 8/is (LEGS 
wwt& sob,i@ondi fish habitat tbrpaa OF&% par whre p171?vi0~1t$y Ash habmt had 
k e n  PmItd 0MZilf.g to sedsmaily dry condI%fons'. h iS not kmw iffhis ificmdse in 
stream I@~@c"h used by fish WUM be etpaW to gma&r fish product or s(mp& 
repments an increase in erea &ete PisA are hum?,," Since chemicals am trlweted 
below vslleiy fills this means that down 
only going be higher below vrefley flits, 
benefit derhred &om increase flaw, aPter a# fish are highly mobile orgmisms. 

I1 f .D- 1% Last paragraph of d. " C&DR of other ponds a& Wlfdf?d m o u ~ e f  m mined 
lie7nd has show mom pmmise. Wallace (&A 26700) sugg&if &at if%?&? types of 
spherns ca# be important site$ of nm&M sfb~lia$te drZd uptake prcrvi&d Hat a 
suti"cient4 vegeB&d //ttam/mm is present " This sounds as if I was optrmistlc about 
the prospec& without noting that I also said "Wetlands a b m 4  during the mbe 
site visih; were not linked to the &wnstresm watersoheds- again, not that 
they da nat have value but they do not replace the pre-mining shzrms." 
(Appendix D, pert 1). As prrea~en , this is a mlsmp~ntrs t iun of what was 
said (as so many other things in this EIS). 

111.8-19, under e.1. second paragraph under amite -these shrdies did not artd 
~ U R C ~ ~ O R .  

X1l.D-20 & 21, under c.1, still - a lot of lip-semiice is given to function hem 
without actually hawing any functlans measured ta date as far as f knew. 

1Il.F-7, and back to execuM~e summary, a i n  axiecuthra summary is "eveslve 
warding" campsred to sstallament about birds on bottom of this page. 

r 

QF 

E$wa&$20031). Pieam explain this contradSckry statamrant since salamandsrs 
are amphibians. Algo roam% piaragmph should he Burton and tdkens 1975 not 
Bwton and Lykcans. This ci.tafiorr; is miwing Tn references. 

I1I.F-1BtP11. Suwly, in addit%an b, rnrs~tbnlng 5% you shauld alsa mention 
acmage exceeds 380 square mike on %is page where you 

mentian the 5% value. 

f 11, F- 1 1  " The above Andngs prove rrvhdeme? thgt JrZcunMfn&p miWy pm&;ics 
~ w e v e ~  these advantage m&y not 

s u p s  (again ewsive wording and en atbempt: to minimize ths Impacts 
we? m Me mBinaMiE1, of plants and 

w7dtffi in regionn" Should read "This is nnat nece 
as PrOm OE114 arm." tha only 

e habiteb arc1 f~vecaMe is betcaw= they have changed the habibtt 
and essentially 5 p n d  it up .tb mmIclcs or srpsci~s with 4 much wider 
diskbution range (see Cindy T i b t t )  thm was there originally. 

-- 
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1II.F-12, According to the study cited by 

247,364 acres in t9tc IUITRfVF artla, therefore UIIs wording of the sentence 
with the YuSif citation is apparently wrong. 

1II.F-22, Prior to 1898 (the start of this ETS) with the increasing sire of these 
operations, a single permit involved changhg thourjands of acres of hardwood forests 
into herbaceous cover. This is tnre even for the shart-term when fortst is pest- 
mining land use. How can this be short-term when Wandst's repart in this 
€1 S shows little evidence of recovery aftarr 2 decades? 

I1I.F-12 - bottom of page "Simlady, w can assume &at t9e lnvasion 
of (delete this of) rr7t.e offorest-floor d ~ I / i f l g  saIamandeB wil/ be slow on post-mifled 
sites, Slow is fm too wwk don't you really mean non-existmt for first sw%vel 
decades and possibly centuries baaed on Handd4s shady? 

If1.F-15 -bottom of page, the discussion on Corridors is a bit w a k  and does not 
consider dierent types of animals, birds, large mammals, small mammais, Inseets, etc, 
and how different types of corridors may influence the success of various groups. 

If1.F-16 under carban sequetstmtlon -Why is the last paragraph written u, 
podtfvaly? What evidence is %hare that any ssignifleant forset 
h m  otcurrred on s waltay fill? I f  there is m y  avSdenc6, please cite It On this 
repisrt, Where are m y  data that shew rigniflcant carban fixation orr a weUey 
fill compared trD lli ~onw~ntional holrdwaod forest3 This paragraph needs kr be 
~CIwbrded and reworkad based upon tealism. 

II1.G-1, under regulaiay bac kgmund " fht. discusbn noted iWnctt s#&ce mining 
e f i @  cm surface hydmkqy." far too week should mad doas have 

significant .... 
111. G- 1 "Open pi@ at mines sites can provide dgflificd??t /unafT~ntian, 
Drainage contml &wtures can also pmvide ~trtnthon, plus 
overland flow. 773@ increased infilcmtion provided by backti//& can aim re&& or l&wn 
,oeak flow. @ Are you trying b Ompty camparcad to s fa 
any scbntiflc evidence for such statarments ba on Qther UWS studim ar 
other studies Bans in canfundan with this EfS. You 
that compared to fa there is still increased peak flow with storms. 

III, G-2. With respect to the following passages - " ClrmntlyInst @/I ofthe -7te 
~gu/ia&ty agencies require a quiants'tatJvve analysis of i%w)ing inylacts &propbSi?d 
rnim opwd~ons in either Il-lte /ZWC or CHX4 a$~e$smnts. 7he USCM mutincly E/& on 
stat.? or S K i  rcgu1at;ims tz, addem ffoad&ng. 'Pitte USCOE m y  evalu8ti? f7Oc;hdiflg 

1900dimpd sna/ysis /s d&rmirzed an a case by case basis by 
tb@ USCOE Most  dfl not @#dud P ana&sJs Y surh an ane3Iysis 
is mpii.ed by st&? or W s  sounds weN and good but 
g k s s  provide soma cia 

11 1 .C-4 "As surnmanized by Tbbh i lL  G-f,&e &arm mnof m&Ing using WEC-HIW and 
S#aO 4 bafh c W 8 W  thal pcrr;t-mining peak f low m l d  & higher Man Wie 
pm-miffhg peak flow hr the sdme &@fi Spbrms. M?Hb14NJvepr &e p&Etted inCEaseS in 

of Phs storm? 
)wit a IlW-ytwr flood is 
need to make sure that 
misnomers and m y  
1 $an%   lee that 

1II.G-4 " E%?se fli!$uI& indim& &!I& /a@esf bmimge a m  (No& W M g e  Vaky 
gmal"e5t inmBse in peak flow 
at the sma/Ie& draWg;r 8m 

fSampk?s Va/ley HI1 #4 &tr"l th? sm8#1~pxent;?gh area ecl&mn5est' hgd the low&& 
immme in p& flow" Then why wss more attenti.on not m id  to limiting siaa 
of fifls as a meeho the brief mention af flogding in 
the EX S ExecutEver g this aspect rss a reason kr 
limit the site of WI  concern? If it was why was it 
ignored under the XIM 

111. G-6 " T&e ffnd! analy1s wa$ msldd of rurUfl mndib:ons Y the 9mplles Mine sites 
~ r e f x j m M t / 7 f h g p  @-minim colt " f am net aware of isny 
sStuatlan that irpprrtachers~ or evm indksterr such patentid wi?h decades or 
possibly sweral cr?latwrliedsJs, Can yeu ci-eei sp6~i f ic  information b support this 
type of iilnalyols? 

111, G-8, tap sf page, The cdkuIW unkepak mlvs &r @I@ unm&imd vaIby fill in the 
sou13Cle,m pmu, was Mce as A@h as &e? eminling s&sS 77% remining bdAw in the 
southem gmup had $/mi/& unit flaa rbr the unntined wz@rsheds 8ffd ti% 
nslcIaimed v a l q  Rll, (Sineca the EIBsim differ by ra facbr of ovw CEX in watwshed 
area [previous pa ME IdmtiPy precisely what Is maant by unit pleak 

--- - --- 
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XI1.H-6. Top of page under, 4 .  Impacts to Groundwater Chemistry From MTMIVF. Is 
Selenium ever a probkm in wcatl water? Conductivity changes? Why are no 
measuramenlo rquired for thewe? 

I1I.W-6, under Geochemnal Reactins, Quite a bit of thk is t h o  gmscarntd wr lh r  
under ecid mine drainage, is &are, rr rmmn to have it in this EIS twice when 
several important Stems are being o m i W  from the main document? 

III. M-7, top of page "Further &dy is n&&d to determine durdWn of& 
mineralisation, d i ch  mhy be expected to denas@ GM'& time a5 backfit/ and v&ll@y fills 
&re 'Vu$hed "of  soluble ma&n'a/sn Well they may deem%$@ ovet many dmadcs 
or centuries, but might they not also Increes@ in earty decades s9 chernlcals 
and rmko that have? not been in previous cantect have increased chemical 
sctlviiy? 

111. H-8, last ppargagnph, "Howver, their  port flrufld cetain dahg gaps hr whicA 
no ~0flc?/ah~tW cou/d be evaIuaM, ?Be shr& recommended additions/ ebrafuatibn ta 
deternine: " Should read- t hd r  report was not designed ta .... 
1V.A through 1V.I I found these tro be some of the worst pages in this entire 
EIS with serious e m r s  of 1-Ee and fact and in many wsre vary 
misleading, I n  this seetion I note the ac&nrive use af evarive words such 
ss "potential or potentia#yw (61 times) end "may h" (a1 
6 "possrlbly". I n  fact, it appears ta have written to intentionally 
downpiq some averwhelming factual and scienritic data, 

f V,A- 1" The pmpos& s&bm and aIIwnijrthes consi3t ot'mny pd&nti&l changes to 
data c~IIection and ana/ysis pr&mo&, guideljnes h- &st m~nageme~tpme~cs, 
segu/dtr'ons, and m~&ga@ofl mquirements &r MnCrpF op@mk/bmM 7Rey an? a/@ at 
impmving agency efldency a d  e&&venesj incmr"ng conskh?ncy &thin and 
kWfl agenicr'es, and metzng oFherpubNc pIiciesS" We& thb may oowd %god, 
but achally them are so many errom af fact in this draft or wording &st 
strong4y reinforces the idam *st this EIS should have by an 

t sommirtee From an auWide body such as a1 Academy 
and/or Engineering, not by agencies with vested krteresb in the 

outcome. 

occutring on valley flEls In frwms lewr tbpln czwtkuria. 

MA-2 "Poput'atidn pm4% w decline and dembpraphic changes 18 thrt s w  arrta M I  
~oflt i f l#& to mnzt5,rm communib:ers in the StPlIry area. Communita'~ a"rcilt mtii7~ to f05e 
ppu/d.tr'bn hi? ta a f x k  otcecommk. gm 

comment, Senartor Hi 
region when she into tertives that it is diaictht #f not impbssible 
to develop e viisblts mmorrsy when you trash *ire elsnvironmmt in which you 
ere Nvinq. 

IV. A- 3 " "IAp dmC burla/ of st-mm sqmnts by exas ~ O I /  rix ~%Y$/vr ope3mb:ons is 3 
lmg-term imMevab/e mmmitnrent of rscmrw b r  the buried s lmm St?gment, 
Mwver, the CWA and SMXRA pmvJsiom &re dt?i@ned to assure that aclvem lmp& 
ko aqu~jrtfc ~ s ~ T c c ? ~ ;  are minimird [ h ~ w  can you say #his based on cutrent 

I'mvcJlgibIe tZlr a burid m o m  seyrnen4 but may pr(3duce varying kv& dinpa@ ta 
Ihe over&// h@robgit regime [should add as wall nr downskream chemkal and 
Motogicaf eQPwts3. {depending m the watmfaed cWdered.,S delete thfs" 

W+A-4. Wes the first paragraph at the top af the? page written as same sort of 

the tang~aftt benefits & return of mined land c'D 
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Nothlng is knawn about the how 
ate dependent on forest recawwy 

the changes could axkt far centutSes." 

For the dowerata C m d t  W a b w h d  in the mountains 
hralka, only 0.8 km of atram orre indicated on a 1 
km are shown on rrr 1:24,000 scale map (La,, aCSCilS tap6 map), end 56 knr of 
stream on a 1:7,26)0 scaler map of the UIFS (#eyer end Waitace 10l02). Evan 
the most detailed rnap (1:7,200 rcak) mi 
springbrooks and spring seeps st GovoeetrJ. 
Myer, J.L. and 3.8. Wallace, 2001. Lost linkages and lotic ecology: rediscovering small 
streams. Pp, 295 - 311 in M.C. PressI N.J, Huntly, and S. Levln (eds,). Ecology: 
Achievement and Challenge, Blackwell Science, 

appear an them meps. 
Hansen, W.F, 2001, Identifying &-earn types and management impircations, Forest 
Ecology and Manag&rneint 14339-46. 

A diverse aquatic fauna exists in West Virginia and Kentucky streams scheduled for 
valley fills that do not appear on USGS 1 : 24,000 maps (as Stoud ct 81, study in 
Appendix) . ofver asr revi~wed ~ive 
mmy mramplew it le simply i uch a 
statsamernt as  an N,B-1 would be allow& to island in this EfS. 

IV.0-1 Ditto &we commwt for the last paragraph on this page! as well. 
" M7P$/vF impacts (i'mI&m va/k?y 19& and &wpm& &atws&S%inadM in the 
Cumu/d&ve Impact S?u@ (&s& on en ye&% 1992-2002 of p m J t  &otprr'ntS)we 
1,208 mi/& (2.05 %)of &e H5 
tz, fdlow: Heww.e?r, tbes mrtt 
not sonsider curnulathre c h m b l  arnd biulogicd ?impacts an dowllgtmam 
steam communieies. 
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N.8-4. " E'T.B EPA Wah;r Chemi.slt/y !?&port hund (insert very) devatrtd concertitration$ 
o f ~ u ~ ~  &&I am' dm&& m/ids, c&tz@v&, selenhm and se@rd/ other a m p s  
in stzarn water at sarnpkhy sl"abbm be/aw mlncd/@/M SAW D;U$EPA,2002b 
J, (Insert this mntencs - Furthetpnw, there were 66 viotatdons of sdenium 

-------..A" -- 
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WOWVL?P, the &&y &/so conc/ua'& &at 
lnsu)79cienB da& to betemlne the &mp0)";3,/nature of the 
or N7e cr)i3tance do pc,nM, (No R it44 not toncbwrla such, 

fullawst *ExarnP/Iatim of the AaJditJw RMS f?vrn &4e maim&m of Twnqmiie Creek 
indicated #@? impd& to the bent&& m a m @ a b r & &  com~unities in~re~ssd acr055 

MaiR$&Y?X me numb& of metno 

this dataset may be 3ncmased mining dc&ity in the ~li3&m?rrsh "Due 
tt3 th? iimBd sop@ of prrru"brmd I&r &e E T .  no cmfaIron cmId be ma& 
o f a ' o m m ~ m  impacts ti%? agis; nu*, ;and size of minihg &*dnccir5 and fl& 

odfw h u m  art&lty in a 
atso obviausly wrang* The 
-*I 

IV. B-5 "O&r human 
GXCdWb'QIIf 2#/&7 p08& 
and o m  phyWk6 chemicdb and 

aft?&. " (True, bwt nothing at- in %s entire country comperes or even 
lwfng paper &auld be irndudsd in mveral 

ectwity in the CIS contributtccae t.a 

R L. 1i999, Spartical d5sMbutJon of human grrernurplric ectiulity in k h  Ulrited 
: Cornparisen uvith rlivers, %sr& Sadace Ptocessc~, and tsndfarrns 24: 

ESi&7-692, Hooke sb$es out the MTRjVF in WV and adjacent states as bdng 
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additfonnal study of the duratr'bn a& do r of &ese /&?pa& rz?bt.kt? to 
st addlt-ianai studies? Who, how, 

efl- in I S S O C M ~  w"t% sFhe &xisting CH!! c m / s  d&mmM &&ow, 

1V.B-7, middle p~ragraph~ sounds as It" this paragraph implies that some 

N,B-7,  next ta last paragraph, What are y ~ u  Xrytrrg to imply that larger fills errs 
they tncteaso the abiEEPy Por mom sbbtrrr fills? 

- 

MTMNF Draft PEIS Public Comment Compendium A-1 267 Section A - Citizens 



not by the proposed CUE functional asmwwnt, which b nee functhuml. 
and haw? Also have mit00)~ltbn 

on a sde?ntMc barpis In the past?) 

IV.8-8, Stnee whet did the COE ever W m W y  a strmm In the M W V P  ar 
unsuitable for fiiting? H w  many epplicrrtidnr were rejmka:d batweclm tha 
years I990 to 29997 7% e figures should show up In this EIS within the 
main body and not buried in these excess eppandkeo. 

1V.B-8, 7 7 1 ~  tnfarmhkn shan'ng and au&rnatYon of data relative to aqudcric remurces 
shoufd also hwe (evmlve warding) a pos/t.ive efRxf on minimkfng A& individually 
and cumuIMve&, ((nowev~?r, we have no evidence whatsoever to support this 
statement. Give s p i f i c  details or where these details are found in this 
documant) 

ragrsph, again is full of evasive w~rdSng that tends b view 
the warld thmugh naivsly overly optimistic and based on past actions, 
without any ewidenca! of support, whartaoever. 
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1V.B-10, first line on page "the abil'iv to more cl tcwa&/yp~kt the op;ourlvni~ to 
restore quatic f u n a m  loss(no, na masure of funcGons hava bmn or will 
be measured based on your Kentucky prbkKoI) at m1amE"ion or 
mitr'p~an site, 73e pm-I, in Chapter I K  6.a. 1, a/so p / " p  a ~t~bsbntial mle in 
identl'Yjdng hi$h qualily stmans tbr avoidance,+ (no, it does not becau 
identifications are not carried Po a low enough level, i.e. species k, identify 
such stream) to reduce the impacts fo these aguatc resourns as H// as the 
r7socidtW mit&ation costs. (I did not realize that e major abjectbe is to 
reduce mitigation casts.) 

IV.0-10, I will provided an wsiuation of this protocol within a we&, where 
the prw and cons of such an epproach are dbcus9ed. Howwar, haw is 
UIie length of stream impacted by valley fills determined? I f  from USCS 
topogmphic maps see the discussion(s) above corrcerning their failure b 
accurately sssws streem length, 

inPomathre if the 4% cuuid prcvide fofldwtng for the period of i99Q 
to 2899: 1) number af aprslicatlons Pbl" M1CR/VF aperatfons; and, (2) 
number of applications approved; and, (3) number of applicatiaions 
rejmtd far csnvimnmentai reasons. How will this be3 changed under this 
al ternPltlve7 

n t  definitions, I stran 
canlsistent definition f ed to &fine whew th 
start ?optgraphic maps (see above) greatly undemtimate their abundance and 
length. However, J suggest that a much better point r~ould be where aquatic 
species with year-long or multi-year Me cycles are Found (see the Stout, et al. study 
in Appendtx D). 

1V.B-11, under Lrandlrrg md Inspctim, it wauld usshl to trracc the 
hlrtory of mitiga%Son, evaluation of mftigstion projmts (if any), who 
evaluates such prsj@cUJ and to spva11 aut 6pwI.fl~aly the %Itowing issues: 
a) Wbo (what sgencier, federal or state) are responsible far such 
@v~lllpr#ons? 2) H w  are! such watustiorrr carritlld out? 3) Wtrrt crite-rk am 
mlximhlishsd to evaluate mitigatlan prajractrr? 4) Why have no functional 

n studied wC%h on projects? 53 How are cosk(s) 
af mitigation conducted, ff wer? 6) Who 

makes the find decision on the question of tM success or failure af s 
rnEt:Igstion grdect? 

1V.B- 1 l&12. "Alternatives 44 and 3 shaw actions &signed to be m m  pmtecrMr? o J 
aquaNc and other msouxtls, surnmdfiad in CBaptrrr R.8 and &I& d&scdbM in 

biwn ccmductcbd.) 
BMB & BSe JbI/o~"ng: 

"fi,m#ma/ as=~"ssmnt sand mJt.@atim (dim camments about Function, above, 
and the numeruur comments about BMPs, which are ahnr&ys promised but 
n m r  devdoped i n  &is EfS, Why not?) 
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Vooding ana/ysIs and emdidtion (How wEW floe 
*eclamB~n MM br-ses (Has not aecvrlled in the 
presented tlret I t  will accur In tke future?) 
3'controI of hgiIr'vt? dust and b/aSrhg &m; 

Coordinated permittrhg, data coI/erd./on and sAlaring, mMgatrn bmding and 
lnspb?ct&n; (Prwide uss with the details in this EIS) 

DeveIopm~nt of science-based minimal impact tletrRsholds indvidual and 
cumulaf7've impacts, if fE.as&le; and, (How do you p w p e  to do this? What 
factam will go into your dwision? What science will you apply, since you 
have idgnbred much af the scimce assacisted with this EIS? Who, and 
whet agencies, make the final decisions? ) 
*Prqgrm changes, jifne?cesary tp enhance ES4 compia~fce"(Again, what agency 
or agencies will be reaponsibb for such chengas and ditto atbwe 
commsnts.) 

1V.B- 12, " The action ~Ihmatiyes, by vi&ue of fbrrnattled #&dination of agency 
roles, ~ciIili7te msu/& that wuld be &/ay& or wuld not occur under &e No 
Action Alternative: 

Enhanced environmental pmtectfon and minimized impam through htterr 
informal&#, ana/ysis and cu//aboratr'vi? ~;rovr;nmnt rtigu/dtiion. ((H cw do yau 
prapass to do this as it has not happened in the past? This Is why the 
entire process rrreeds to be evaluated outside af government ~lgsrrcieo.) 

Impmw' govmmmt eflcicncy; lmperneffHng propmms to aachieve c(?om'in&d 
data cd/ection/shi?r/ng and appicaBon pmes&ng that ridfit/ these obmves: 
(Again, ditto comments above) 
"assure adherence &a pehrmance &nddm's; (who, what argcnciers,, how and 
when?') 
'&//mindte duplication by @e agenci& and appjcannts; and (Give examples of 
what wift be ellmlnsted? Wh inm what will be eiiminaterd? 
?Surety not US F&W Service? what Is wrieen here.) 
'$mvlde &r h&r  in~rdt.ed#ubfic pdrt8Ci&'at&'?, (NOW w// a13 be don@?) 
*&pplemen&d d8ta calectJ'on to tr,ccompIlSh 6% tbllowing: 
'Zre&r c h a r a ~ ~ ~ e  enviranmn&I rwoun:es an$ estab/ish their finctrion in @e 

(Since, w b n  did any of them agaties, intCucIIng COB and their 
proposal KY ptotocof evaluate one krriastrial or aquatic functbn?) 
"monitw impads based on change h m  bascline condition to d&mine lf 
pedictiuns mre accumte; (1) when hewe b-erserlines 
ona artample where swh changes have h n  monitored in the p#rQ and 
(3) what ~gencieg, who, when and d e 7 e  will be responsible for such 
monitsring; and (4) how is the coordination handfed Blnong agencies? and 
'iYemm&-i?te compliance dnd/or recIdm~rjon/rn~gd~on stlcw5. [ditto prwedSng 
comments a b u t  ntessurtng reclanration and/or SW 
when! how, and who aver cbnducterd such shrdle since the %99Oo when 
khe entire Mut'TR/VF phenomena rose to the bap af the radar screein?) 

pp --- 
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cumufiotkve environmen 
study by fafk et _ti., yat 
;assurance is there to expect any bratlkQr then past performance?); armI 
technolcyy tmns&r to identf& the bestpractlces miarnatfon tsjchniqms available to 
avold w minimize adwm envimnmental impacts " 

" Bern &z?arn pmCe&bn l"i57m dim& and indirect ef ia3 muld msult torn 
impmvcld chitm2edzaNon of aquatic resources; (How are you going to 
char~ctwize? the aquatic rersource9, surely not with only er family or 
generic lcvef Idc?ntification as propased by the COE for their Kantucky 
region?, This is simply not ouMcknt) iyemtians deQned tg amid and 
mhimtie adverse er"Tecls and mtotz aquatfc Jurxtfons (no, the COE or agencies 
assorloatcd with this EIS have not r n w m w l  aquatic functions!); 8nd 
compensatay mitigation plans with improved des@nn, inspectionI and tw~ernent ,  
(This sounds great, but who, when, how Is mitiget)on evaluated? Short on 
details, but lofty wording) Drcess qoil  fills @ouM become sma/ler and placed in 
loca~ons that minimke &dveme envimnmenfal e m .  " 

IV,B-l4* top of page, under alternative 3. '?&is a&rnative is the pMe& 
alterna1"ive 1Fir tSze agencies because of the impmved eAEciency, co/lat,amtim~ 
division of labor, benefits to the puMc and appfcamI and the ~ ~ r 3 J t i o n  &st some 
proposal$ d l  frkely be suited @r I& and m e n  best pmtc?55c?d as N W  21." 
Again, T was unaware that  the purpose of this EX$ was to make the 
permitking process easier - I wes under the impression that Mie purpose 
was that given on pege 11-2. 

1V.B- 14, " nte Cctf wold $/so be mpnrib/e &r mandating and mtain~hg its 
jurWictfon lbr appmpn'dh mmpsdtory mit@tion to baSe;t unavoidable impacrts k, 
aquab!ca resources. (Ah, same informpltion, but due8 Itts COE hmvs the trained 
aquatic biologists andlot ecologists to perfom this function? Sptmifi~~rlly 
what sort of backgraund to you envision far such people? Whet go- i n k  

m&@dtr'm thmugh egher the CWA Sec&n rK71 w&?r   cation pm&r or 9&te 
water quality lam, Under this a&matfve/ the SMCm agency muJd mrk close& 
WM && COE to &&mine the @&nt of on-or ofk&? &iy mit.i@tion 
(dftta above commc3nts, and again m e  seaso tlre n d  for independent 
expwts outside m y  of the agmiw involvad with this EtS to swve in thls 
capacity), neded to ot%et ~nsvorilab/t? adversa ctlE.cz3 of ~~~ lrvalws of 
fhe US, Any ~zsgim/ ~ ~ n d f t i ~ n s  &b,'i&ed under the No dctjon A/&rndt&e wid not 
be conffnued under N&rnative 3. IV 

1V.C- 1, " These a&om are idenu"ied and desc/;ibeo" in Chapter lII,C.&.b,as Act&n 13 
and Action J4Actfon 13 jncfudc?S He cmpedke &vr? I~mnt  and identification of 
state-4IF-the--st&nce BMP 4 mhdncing c3sti;,Wl'shmenC of &rzls& as a po&-mining 
land u ~ ? ,  Adon I$  mtes &at EJlegislah've aotMn'fy we &&bli9hr?d an tither a 

laws, etc, would be useful somewhere in ttrisl EZS) 

1V.C-1, next ct: Iat paragraph, "In &?is of Mge Jim? mhing and ec/amaifon 
envimnment, t,r B numBerr ofyeam to c m ,  the &test /5 sp/&c& by d gmsdand 

tive community Mth tepogmphic and 
that e ~ w  prior t~ {A number af years 

to come? All *e evidence points to centurka; dele& the inaccurate and 
evasive wording,). 

1V.C-2, top of page, " 7Be tdble~ W m e n t  a mmt cas pmj~bbn or ovem~tima& 
ofirnpaa to .Ore& mver in the ET.5 study ate3 Because;l)tiSe data am p m j e M  
uno'w t&e assurnpa~n .%at &@ enare mca w&Mn the permit boundary wDllld be 
dime4 isnd Z)&e data do not tnclude awas t.&ere &rest regemration t/s 
0ccwn';ng on same mine ~i&s, i k ,  &e amount af n a t W  succasim or maflaged 
fi@&y wu/d  darztase Mre a~R?c&ddmap& (VVhoa, I hew& na problem with 
&a first point, but what ervideilrcr~ tan y6u provide that &era, b any 
significant mount  d far regsnaaroltbn an vailsay fills? I haw 
about 16 a d  am yet ta sse any slgns of dgorlficant Crreat mgr@wth.f 
k,m* constant& change and emtve as a malt sf Eree growth, digin@+ diseaseI 8nd 
b u m  di&wfma)s nsn~"nua& afi&hg Cfre extctnf a& compasitiion of me &rest. 
&r emmp/e, $5 one is distunSe?d by minty w /b&&? aciYvity O,,e, &rest cover 
mmve-dlI oHer a m ~ s  &id ~ r d ?  af7E!&d yeam ago by simiar acNvils'e5 f w b  as 

-- 
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logging or agricuhrdi dewkpmnt @trert back to &&, w(AgsfnI this 1s 

dgnillfesnt as Mining ~ctlYifies* H B ~ ~ w o O ~  forest rra~bu~f within aenreral 
deicadea, fdllowiltg logging, or even sucea?o~Son from sgrlculwre, lrrsacts 
and dismm; there is no ev'ldsnce of such a successbn on valley PNts.) 

1V.C-2, mcand parqraph Is really an alts.rnation of &a fa 
rsgrewvth Is not what's accurdng an valley tlh, torest are 
mure abundant but it primarily from lass- to ag)ricultura, etc - has 

erttirety with completely different emphasis! 

1V.C-5, top paragraph, " This pmess is know as 'L-d&m sequls?stt;7tionn" 771~s th-e 
mmova/ ofr"ixr;s& means thf the@ &(?$ rmvecrl can nu long& squeAw carfw? 
i4urm the air, and depcrrtding on hoM/ the emved ~YWS i7m utlk@esd w dwsed of; 
may minmdwce pvious@ s&~II~s&& &&men& b8ck into &e air. [Chapter 
II.C&.a.d,]"(Wsll, i f  they am cut and burned in place they do realewe 
carbon dioxide, but are rwt most of t h m  remaved for timber, buildingI 
and paper products? 2 t  b unrlear to me what the mestage the wriW (of 
this section is trying to convey.) 

1V.C-5, under consequences common to the no action alternative, "A t  best; 
rp)tixestation could oo/y be mnsWemd mdrgirtat/)I sucx"tr~sfu1 (poos sumiml md 

1V.C-5, last paragraph, "In Uminia, the? mjoffty ofposk-mining land v$v$przylored 
on coal mjne si&s are .@m&ystrV A shrdy ofthe pmp~$ed post-mining lmd 
cumnt mu#n&intop mine site$ in W e  H@n& re-wahd that 
to be eclaimed to &~sDy-/y?Iated /and uses [Appndix 6*;(Yi& 2002)). (Could 

68%~ are! not the Rgurcec; that shaw up in actual past-minlng usage.) 

N.C-6, " Noweve?r, rn@/dies of &@ trPre spcir4?St th? mductlon in fitFe time mqui'd 
to re-tw&blish a &rest {cummeZY:ta/ or d&em&e) eqm/ or httw than that wAich 

sdaternbnts and I*&ceM &end data 

that year,) 

1V.G-7, Again, rpo many promism basled an +a mn-existent, BMP Manud, 
g h  some deb91s, what hew and whm wl l  St be Fort)lcamJng? 
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1V.D-3, "Direct fii#r?g of smams may rzpdurca the numbers of ind&idua/s of rare m d  
endemic specieP themby reducing its gemtic diver& pwib& to Use point of 
eWnaaP May reduce? Also, dan't p u  mean atindon? Other evasive 
words ert bottom of papewmay rduee" (it daas reduce]. 
1V.D-3, "Howver, deterrninatjons of this type of impact is highly St@-specific and, 
as such, are beyond the ability of this document to evaluate, IdentiRcation d thew 
endemic populations, and a s  appropriate, protection measures, would be dwdoped 
on a case-by-case basis as ful+FfYF proposals are subrnM." (Exact&, what 
doles this meon? You care not requiring any spcacitfc inventories, so hew ds 
you know you hawe an eandmlc papuletians? Y w r  "casa by 
coma across to the reader as "untikdy event*) 

1V.D-5, "A/thoqh &Pa are lacking un the m&&tvde utmining i m p ~ t s  ci3mpaM to 

the most misleading md wasive wrSt!ng that I have ever seen! 
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Also somawhare In this ETS su~ely some mention should be made of the 
of retying on coal? I suggut you might extract 

r a m  material from the following pubticetion "C:OAL: America's Past, 
Amarkate Future?" preparad by Stephen Barnow, Michael trazarus, md 
Sivan Karth~ by the Tdlus Institutec, tkrston MA, May 2001, It 8s adab le  
on the web, 

d o a  net mean 
tefl: with wlrefi 
How can they expcsct to dwalop e wiabla economy when thdr 
envirihlnmant is baing trashed? I n  other words, t h y  are 
third world country end as such b l n g  exploited by the r 
can you my that nme of the alternalva wll help them? This is only 
bcausat mybe the right path is mot put forth as an altematiwe. Thtnk 
about these things with respect to the follcrwing statements on this page: 

'%s c-tlrnm~~nitii?~ are displaced br whatever mason/ indudhg mp, /%a1 mi%/ 
skiih, and folk lore may be dimhished and may be lust. hco~ve)r, aft a/&makives 
wJM pmduce indktinguisbabtsle indiked impacts in this qdM,  "0 rrli y beceuse t%re 
dt;ims have not been considered in this process m d  additional 

1V.H-2, statemem ouch as" ?Be e~omamlc aQipcndene of ti% rr?gion an its 
exhdu&hb@ coal moufm/ i%s need & divemi@, and t)ls m& to fidrthw &w/op @?e 
humsrn mou~t@s and inhttunSv~ Iz;, support emomk devdopmertt a/% w'd8s)ly 
mogn/@dd "(Well, w t  trestrdsd enviwnmenb 
attracting ncaw ind n5ng sng quality of flfa) " The stew 
sbpe~ am? the mm va/i'dy~ sevt~&y mnstmin the avaiEcabIe 
supp/v of d&v&waHe li~na'. {Well, there are many other arms of the world 

obwiaus. Think ahat& the m e n d  p s ~ t  iof this s&%tarnent, completely 
contrWictory with pretccwticlg statement - more coal pmduWon, fewer 
jobs, La., Mf R/W) 
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1V.H-3, '%oncems and subsequent cornpkfirIS are likely to ddpcx;c~me ;as a @suR of 
the ideotified recent program Empmvemillntsts " 
improvements will decrease citizens concerns and complaints? Please 
give specific examples in this EIS. 

1V.W-3, " The a@'ons in the three acbbn alternatives are projected to have puWve 
s m ~ l  benei7t.s through the irnpmved ~ g u l a ~  processes and cm&ina&dp&/ic 
pa/ti'ct@go/~,"{\Nhatl Compare with what was writtan on page fV.G-3 
above, how can the wrlt.er of this section even pretsnd this rteternsnt is 
aecurstel) 

1V.H-3, "AddJtionaJ water quality data colemon M a n a I ' i s  may esult in new 
wahr quaI/ly stw?darrl$ if necwry. (Why additional? You aiready have the 
information that Selenium exceeds safe drinking water standatdo in many 
caa-!) De~hpment ofSMPs (Again, based on promlsw wW no indlcaihn 
of dg!ve!lopment, see at comments above concerning BMPs) tr, centmfize 
tht? best technical infbrmatiin Jb/ aquatic mitigat& {see above concerning 
questions about mitigation) and refoWifon [Chapters ILG6 mdl l .  CB,], as 
we// as the two actions d5cu55ed bdow, wY/ provice predictaMI& and Bm@r 
undersEanding tbr reisidem3 in the area of the etFixi3 of m/W."WWhat sort of 
predicbbility end better unhrstendfng, based on obbmnts  above snd 
preceding pagest? These ere vague, empty promisas wfthaut enridsrrca of 
~ ~ ~ w ' t . 3  

lV.H-3, a general comment on this page - Would, could, should - t6a 
frequently used (especiatt y under 2. impacts common..). 

1V.I-3, "T77c exifZ.ing prrlgram and Wle a/&mab'v# pmposwl ln &is &S Contain ttbe 
common qui@me#t #?at an applicant mmt avoid heddw-r stwarns anb mjnimize 
vMey fFi& &ere avoidance is* notposible. " WslG I am not getting that 
mewage from this reading. What. is coming through to me and on the 
foflowlng page@ 1s why we need larger fills. 

IVS-5, '8ec:d:a Me sunZtt8 mining oj~mion ha5 been &s@ned to mfl8ct; 
mmprehemive SMXA review # t " ~  is p/ls?su@ on Eitle COE to wrk within MFe 
e~Mnng des@n so as iu not slg/lifdnHy a/&r the mine p/an--mltm 
~dverr?ie ewimnmC?Rta/ e&& w d d  occur. "What am some exam pies of 
something the COE wouid r@wt ss om egrqiouo environmnbl Impact? 
Also, between the yeam 1990 and 1998, how many permits ww8 applied 
for and how many rejected? 

IV.1-6, "Acfiun I D  is common to A1t;emdtr'ves 1,2;and 3 and proposes h7 assure 
cornpensiltmy mitigation c rough coo&inatton >nf SMCR4 md W A  bonding and 
insp~lct-ion, "Again, I hate to keep pounding this point but: has there been 

it w i e  respect to mlt'igatian, One wauM think that this should be a pretty 

1V.I-7, Again, readers need to be cautioned that 100-year floods generally occur 
much mare frequently than every 100 years, 

TV.1-8, ' H o ~ v w  & 13 the purpcre oPtAis B.5 to gr?/1eir8/& in&rm !be public and 
decision makern ofthe cun$eqi/cnces of lmpemen8ng measuEs Frrr FI/I milim&a8on 
on ectmomy." On page 1-2, it tear& as fo-liows: "4s s&&d in thjs NtWce, the 
puzpase of thjs ffS is '&I cmsider &?ve/ap'ng agency policies, gxtidance# and 
cooro'inaten' agency deddofl-making pmsses Cr, minm&eI t~ the mdxiM#M d&nt 
prac&Icatrle, Wle at%@me envimmen&/ em& t13 w d & ~  of fie l&i&s 5&&5 and la 
fish and MdPJ& esuunes af&&d by mountain&p mining qmmtions, a d  to 

that that gfvan on page IV.1-83) 

pretty large diRerences between filled and unminsd sJt;aar in most seasons. 
Sampling 8 number ef ncaw basins, ss well as incorporating the sites 
aturdfd En &Is report during a nan-dsought year cautd enhance these 
skrdies. Xt wouid aism be velusbla la coN~cact from streams with rddsncas 

fdancw. The summaries on p g a  
1 and 2 do not e ~ u a t e i y  include information from the more 
campnehensfve ~Utjtstical report earn the Cincinnati %PA bb,  which used 
all the rb.sam bMogicat dab. 

-- 

MTMNF Brafi PElS Public Comment Compendium A-1 275 Section A - Citizens 



Appendtx D, page 2, 
impacts idenNfied in 
Pi//$ and btfe imjxxt that these changes in &e maminvertebmte community may 
have on the downsiwarn ferpe&rikil/ and aquatic communitieses A limiting &&r that 
shouid h considered is thaf mu* sj&s evafuated as mined WIY? not necwerr7y 
reflective of cumof mining m M r  rznd matis conm1sS" Again, this is 
largely a mlsrrspre-sental;lon of the d use a) the data show impaired 

practict?io am any differant a d  
what pragrammatic contml was eyer in place? 

Appendix Dl page 4, "New queslr'ons mmaining: Much #or8 mrk is neded wr 
orgsnic ma&r dynamics,, e.g, input and ou@& b&ge&/ etr, in small headwater 
swam$ of the ccPnla1 Appa/dckiansS 7Be trend of i~reasing iine orpanic pa&ck 
coI/ec&r?; d~leyns&drn and higher sh~ddw popuIation5 s u g g s t s a ~ r n  
that is depndent an finkaps u p m a m  resoufs:& and su-ing &redd "Well, 
not much mare work bwsuircr we know from shrdias in the southern 
Appsiachiano thst: a) the organic matter that supports many 
invertebrates and wentwally oalamandews snd fish comes from the 
surrounding fares% and b) fongitudinal linkages are s fundjamtntal 
cuncept of stram ecology, in, these statement da not accumtely 
reflect currieint ecologicsll understanding, 

vary aagrant omission, 

Appendix Dl page 6, " The IimlMmonl; of Be study ine:/ude lack of data on tM &g@ of 
fi/ls, ske of dls, chmctcn'zatic~1 of mt7twiai5 ftiiflbfing pmdr'ces, the influence of 
specific geoIqicd hcbors wch as ma/ seams and a@rbw&n, and &e &ent tb 

d in Apri1200.3 a#& did 

8soci~W Mth ~easomI viM&Nan in bmthir mblcmnvert8Irm~ mtrlcs and bme- 
Igw hydmlcqy. "what, exiactiy am you wing to imply2 This statement 
malrcae no sendac?, whatgo~rv8rl HTR/VF sctivitZiers obviausly impact ttcenthic 
macralnvartebrat-ecs as wdl ss Clrkhl We have attempts st cancaaiment and 
obfurmtbn, again.) 

-- 
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Appendix D, page 7, 

information an the curmnt knowledge about hsadwater straams, wham 
ingty being recognized by the ley publc, who are 

farming watershed amocistiono and adopt a s t rem graups," 

Appendix D, page 7, same paragraph as above, the value of headwater streams in 
nutrient upbke and transformation was also discussed, Iaurthermoret, I think it 
cauid be: safeb stated that the aqua* docienMstg attending the 
were generally opposed to brrrying ha-adwatsr streams W a r a s  some 
ather parties were not. 

Appendix B, "A SURVEY OF THE CONDITION OF STREAMS IN THE PRIMARY 
REGION O F  MOUWAIN7QP MINlNGJVaLLEY FILL COAL MINING" by 3m Green, 
Maggie Paamore and Hope Childem: 1 realize this study vvm completed 
before the statistical study of Falk, et al. the tireen, et at.. This study 
su(ltzlied much of the data far Palk et sl, howewer, is it pssibfis C 
summrlae some of the sdditionerl analyoes done by the Cincinnati bb, 
and put It in the append& or Ircettftr yet incorpm;ste those findings i n b  
the exwutiue Bummary on pagaits 1-5 of this rep&? 

Also, same page, "However, over a thim' of the Lr'm, filed s&s s%oM in t;he p o d  
or very good range over the five seasms" S~mwhere in here would bea; a goad 
plptce to cite the Palk st al, stetis;tScal study as well. 

Appendix D, WV Invertebrate Study, page 3 " Qur analystk ofthe only 
comp/~& data setprovldpd by PO&&. 8M ASWXd&$ (M/jnhr 9DiW) indicatrssd that 
the s&s in the filkd an$ fr'IJerirI)?sr$idm~aI c/ases me bidqicaI& impaied &alive 
tz, the unmineg' sites (Gmn and Pasmore 2-000). pj3e RI/ed/esldentiaI class w a  the 
most impisired cfas5." A ~ B I  &is shauld be updated with the dab of Palk st 
al, frm the Cincinnati taboratwy. 

lnfPrmaMon on the curmnt knwk rde  a b u t  haedwat~r streams, whose 

farming wrttershad asseeiatbns and adapt a stream groups." 

Appendix D, page 7, same paragraph as a im$  the value of headwater streams in 
nutrient: uptake and mnsmrrnaan was aiso di~ussed, Furtheitmora, f think It 

that tire squetic @cirantitshp attending the d n g  
were generally opporrsd t6 burying h r strwams wherass same 

Appendix I), "A SURVEY OF ?HE CONDIflOPI OF STREAMS IN THE PRIMARY 
REION OF MQUmMWOP IVIININGNALLEY FILL COAL MINING" by Jim Green, 
Maggie Pawmore and Hope Chiiders: X realize this study was completed 
M r e  tfics statisticaf study of F&, et  al. the gteren, et al.. this study 
supplied much of the data for Palk at al, kowevsr, is it 
summarize soma of the ~lpdditknal ancrfygas $am by the Cincinnati Lab, 
and put it in the erppndlx, or k m r  yet incargarate th 
the c?erWa summary ah plsgewi 1-5 of this asport? 

- - 
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Appendix B, W Stream Chemistry Study, page 2, bottom of page, somewhere in 
this section as well as in some of the USG5 mdies relating k, increw? ststream flaws 
below valley fills, It nwds to be: mentionad that combined with higher 
concentrations of certain chemicals thb is gaing to Inc 
downstmem loading. 

Appendix D, WV Stream Chemistry Study, page 8, under Mining Perrnlt ivtonrtoring 
'tct ms agmd that U1c #& ofpammte~  bmg 
expanded & include kh? pdramtes bdng monitored k? "Provide 
informatian on what was baing required before? For example was 
selenium and conductivity Besing required? 

Appendix D, WV Stream Chemistry Study, page 9 -23, it 5s important to 
document the QA/QC in this report, but it: tends to brsplk the readem 

Appendix 8, VVV Stream Chemistry Study, page 9-231 in lieu of all of the problems 
vvWl field crews swim as if ttr& USEPA should do additional Jampting themselves 
rather than relying on the WVDEP7 

A p w i x  0, W Stream Chemistry Study, page 27, second paragraph, mere is no 
yellow diamond symbol on my black and white copy! 

Ap@endix D, WV Stream Chemistry Study, page5 27 end throughout the 
rcbmaini~g dacummt whea re.sults of $a& Piar the various chsmicai 

m 6 r e  $ah raductbn and addl~unal analy-9, One simple starting point 
is t~ but1 all thme ~ a p h s  such ~s Figure -4-1 lnfxl same mom usable 
format far the . A simple stertlng mint would be as bilwvs: 2) 

of sites, i.a, Piled, mined, 
ftllad-raa~ldenMaI, tatc, across 911 dates, with h i r  standard 

rd errom w/i~umber of sormplaa), and sSmple 99% 
eanfidance IErnit9. for em 
these graphs st@ simply tr, slsd men-averlapping 96% CanRdsnee 
intervals we e m  of eha of viewing such data. ff it Qtrns 
out that; t5ra mmns ere highly come;latiad HIC'th the standard -dwiaWrts 
then sgme log trarroPomration may be required far such ansly 
are otirw methods of a quid< visual repr~b~entstfan as well, bwt it loses 
infibmaition, &at would be ka a tgn eaeh type [Cbss @of site) ai numkr, 
I.& flilrsd = 3, mind =2, v~rnlngd = lr etc (wRh those vaCues wfth 
highest; numbers given the highat numbm) and see how the numb- 
wouid ctaud around e simple regremion versus cance~rWation,.,.*it'$ 

tw but it may show something more didnet than the 
clutrmxi graphs pre8andy used. 

Appendix 0, W Stream Chemistry Study, page 30, and throughout following pages 
where comparison of Duplicate Samples an! made, I generally li 
they are very visual; however, couldn't you atso provide a different symbol, La. 
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Filled, mined, unmined, filled-residential, etc. for where the$@ dupplk 
For example, on Rgure 504-2 vvouidnt you expect: the Riled sites to cluster in the 
upper right and unmined sites on the lower left? 

Appendrx D, WV Stream Chemistry Study, page 31 and earlier on calculations of 
yield, I would probably urge a little more caution on these yield measurements 
bemuse stream chemistry can change drastkaity elitring storms (see this reference) 
Golladay S W., J R Webater, E F Benfteld, and Swank W, T 1992, Chanms rn siream $WMtty 
followrnu forest clearlm as ind$cated bV storm nutnent budmk kchtv fur liydrobologte 90 3-33 
Since no cont~nuous integrated flow measurements or automatic sampltng 
techniques are used, these could be significant underestimates for certain chemicals 
and overestimates for others, I f  you are going to use these then I would also 
suggest domg the r ~ u l t s  For yield with means and 95%~ Confidence Intervals as 
discussed above (with appropriate caution), 

Appendix D, WV Stream Chemistry Study, Calcium - ditto r e u k  discussed above 
for Sulfate graphics for Calcium as well, and hardness, total dissolved solids, 
manganese, and throughout remainder of the report. 

Appendix D, VW Stream Chemistry Study, page 52, shouldn't a washed glass fiber 
filter have been used for all dissolved and total organic carbon analyses? 

Appendix D, W 5trea m Chemistry SMy, page 74, "QiW&ing cbaf and soh's during 
M7PfNF mining eowfd be (far too week should read ace expactrsd) epcted to 
resulr in vioiatiom ofthe e a r n  timit tbr &enium. " Also 
about setdurn and even WV Wormation on scstanium, 

Appendix D, WV Stream Chemistry Study, page 76 h o r n  of page you need to 
emphasize that small amounts of .Selenium can bioaccumulate in food chains and 
end up in fish and \Mildlife, 

Appendix 8, W Stream Chemistry Study, page 76 to 883 These, concentrations 
sf Selenium in stream water era very disturbing. Are peepler k ing  
adequately wwned about the potential consequences of setting fish from 
downstream arms? 

Appendix D, WV Stream Chemistry Study, page 86, " T;hc" r~?port indicates BS,bast? 
flows of stream ~4It.h vajiey Hts we 6 fo 7 t)ms grt&?r &an the &se flow of 
unminedateas," Agafn, sumwhere! in this chmistry oeelrlon an additional 
paragraph needs to be written poIn€lng aut that greater flaws &ern vatlay 
fills are going to serve to increme downstream chcsmicai foeding 
compared to rekrmce reaches. 

Appendix D, "An evaluation of the Aquatic Habitats Provided by Sediment ControI 
Ponds and other Aquatic Enhancement 8ructures ........." Conducted for Pen Coal 

by R,EJ, Cansultants - I have no problem with the inclusion of this study in We E S ,  
s tfia impartant skrgy by 

Mawineeebrate and Fisheries Study of f3tatiwls on Twugh Fork and Big Laurel 
Creek" not: included in the flnal report? Furthermore, h is  study seems to be missing 
from my copy of the CD Rom, however my comments under the abbreviation REI- 
Habitats are as follows: 

Page 1, RE-Habitats, the wetlands really repreE;ent somewhat exotic habitats to the 
region, don? they? 

Page 4, and Table 18. REI-Habitats - on Physicaf and Chemical parameters - Well, 
Selenium Is listed as below (4.003 rng/l), if we assume that it is averages only 
0.001 5 mg/l = 1S pg/L, this still exceeds EPA safe drinking water levels by several 
fold (I will come back to this point later), 

Page 4, and Table I A ,  REf-Habitats- Benthic Macroinvertebrates, if you want to use 
the EPA HilsenhafT index, ok, but winen you apply this to a lentic situ&fon here is 
little assurance that it is applicable. Also, page 4, rather then telling m the bmnd 
name (Unitron) of the m i c m p e  - could you just state what type (I assume a 
stereo?). 

Page 6, aamf Table 1A. REf-Habitat& Benthic Macroinvertebratesf 59 this really St. 
John's Wort Scientific Manna: Wyperrlcurn parforaturn 1. Family: 
Hyperkscesr. Common Names: John's wort, k h  
rosin rose ? This is a serious 
~ ~ J Q H  {an axc~t3c frwrrn Scandinavia), where! it has taken over ext(~~nsivc; 
areas of the )<lemakh Vslley, Surely, thb hi not being planted on the 
valky 811 sites? 
Page 6, and Table 1A. El-Habib&-surety the lev& of Selenium, even if we take 
half of the 4,003 mg/!, Selenium is in great excess at these sites? 

Page 13, REI-Habit&, w d  H you rmlly want to apply the HSlsenMW Biotic 
f n d a  to pands, ok, but thst is not khle purpooe for which It wa* 
devsioped. You bhoufd also give &he scale w b m  bioW indices >6.0 
[Tables 3A and 3B) fail out aceording to the Hilscenhaff index, as 1 fecal1 
hldy  poor QJi fair? 

RE-Habitats, page 20, surely alga@ in the pond has some role in overall 
productivity and not just de&i 

REl-Habitats, page 29, kmg paragraph at top of page - surety you want to say 
something about mteniun concantratians end pobEential for downstrta~lm 
impact? 
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RE-Habitats, page 21, top of page, first line - change refuge places to "refugia" 

REI-Habitats, page 13, would you realty expect Plecoptera in ponds? And, 
how many EDyr taxa would you expect In ponds warnus streams? 

RE-Habitats, pages 15-17, and Table 28, 2 b, &c. If? you are going to use the 
Hi taenhoff Biotic Index you should state in here somewhere that the 
scores range from faOrCy poor to fair. 

RS-Habitats, 1 also have some questions s h u t  same af the idcntlflcations 

ays associakd wMh 
fast-flowing streams and rivers, It% faidy easy to misidentify these two 
genera in early On$taw. AIso Amphizddae beetles ere kund only in the 
west and Pacific Nurthwest, SO they must be swwthing e&se?* 

RE-Habitats, page 20, top paragraph, surely algae supplies a significant proportion 
of the food base in the ponds and ditches as well as detrltus doesnt W? 

REI-Habitats, page 21 -23, itrefore I would too axciteaf about fho patantial 
fwd webs and environmanbl rrliasourms of thme ponds, I.@., 13 to 110 lines 
up from batram of page 21, you need to considler the ~denium 
concentrabions as psttanMly creating same bhoaccumufa~on probfems 
(see selenium above as well). If I t  is expressing b9osccuntulat2on, what 
might happen to humans and/or other animals that may be depending on 
the pond for food and water supply? I know it was not part of' your 
contract, but have other animals that might be using thme ponds Crrr food 
resources berm checked for sdenium concentrations? 

RE-Habitats, pagets 23 and 24, I agree wikh yaur statmenb that the COE 
and other agencies need to woneider the question of pond removd 
foltawing complssUon of mining. They may also wme to modarca 
tcsrnperaEure rqimes that are more favorable to downstYsam fauns. 

Question on another Study By R.E.1, "A History of tfie Benthic Macrsinvsrt:ebrate and 
Water Chemistry Studies of two Long-term Monitoring Stations on Through Fmk" 
Conducted for Pen Coal by R E I .  Consultants, report dated 20 3una 2000. This shdy 
seems to be missing Fram the draft EtS and I think it should be included here. 

fh is  was an interesting and valuable long-term study of macroinvertebrate data on 
Through Fork Creek as impacted by mining activities uptrtam. I n  fact, it was the 
only long-term study that X remember seeing associated with this EIS, f think it 
should be included along vdth the bar graph Figure showing the multiyear shifts 

IV,D3, " D i ~ c t  fl/Ein$? of stns?ams may &we the nunn5m of jndividua/s draft? and 
endemic $peci&s, &e&y reducing its gm?M diw~i2y pmibfy to &e paint of 
e~Yn&," May reduce? Also, don't yau mean crxaSnction3 Other ?reversive 
words at bottom of page "may reduce" (it do- duce), 
1V.D-3, "However, de&rminatioa of this type! of impact Is highly site-specific and, 
as such, are beyond the ability of this document to evaluate, IdentificaMon of these 
endemic populations, and as apprapriate, pmtection masura, w u l d  be developed 
on a ewe-by-case basis as MW/VF pmpasals are submitted." {Exactly, what 
do- ttrb mean? You err@ not requiring any opcific invantarfes, so how do 
'you knaw you haye an sndrmlc papulationr? Your "case by cws badiff 
comes acr~ss to the a& 'WtISkdy owrant? 

- 

MTMNF Draft PEIS Public Comment Compendium A-+I 280 Section A - Citizens 



1V.D-1. Agein, page is reptete with i 
example8 include: "...tot. a numbatr 
~sysf?ram,. ,,", meotning = cerrluries; "may impact aquatic rssourcas" ... they $6 impact aquatic resources see EPA stiltistkal atwdy; "may result 
in downstream impacts", accurate ttatlslation = They do resurt in 
dawnstraam impacts. 

IV. 13-2, first paragraph " These irnpac& do not m&a any na&d sm%s'on (7r 
refimsbtion effbrts, that have occurred and &I/ occuY.{f nmrt at end af this 
smtenee the hilowing: ", which to date hawe bean an Onsi@iticsmt portion 

ted Jrsndscap~s,"). O-tharwlare, yciu arts lying by implying 
samdhhrg that does net d s t ,  See abo comments of the former WV 
State Forester, above. 

IV. D-3, " D i M  filling ofs&&ams may reduce thks numbes of iMkiduaEs of ram and 
endemic species, t.A@reby rers'un'ng its genelyc a'ivesiy psibt/y iz7 the point of 
extinct." May reduce? Alsa, don't ysu metan exBnct9on;r Other e~ashte 
words st bottom of page 'may reduce" (It daes reduce). 
N,D-3, "However, determinations of this iype of impact is highly site-specific and, 
as such, are beyond the ability of this dacument to evaluate. IdentiRcaaon of these 
cndcm~c populations, and as appropriate, pr~tectjon measures, would tre dwelo 
on a caseby-cas basis as MTMW proposals are submitted." {Exactly, whet 
does this m e n ?  You are: ng any spe?sSflc invsntorlw, so haw do 
you know yau have an en ulstaons? Your "cam by citse belsW 
comes acrass to the reader so "unlikely swmt") 

W,D-4, (Burton and Likens 1975) not Burton and Lykttns and last: paragraph, "I%icslY'c 
ammui)&m have hen dernonsIra&d tt? w u r  in tAe uppermost reaches of 
wa@rsPzeBsI even in epl"remem1 L?EWM mn& whE& ADW an/y as a r@suft Ofrdifl or 
snow mi?&" Are YOU referring to the Hssdwahr rtre~rm study @f S&ud art 
el. in Pylpendix D3 If so, them xan are nag ephsmaral, in fact, by WV 
state JPtandanls they would nat even be Int.emiWmt - a h q  obviously 
haw lang-term water as evidencd by the k c t  that mrny b x a  had mutti- 

alure (aquatic stages), The point is that these 
as permanent strams on USGS topographic maps, 

Appendix I, Cumulative Impact Studies, page 74, "Otter actr'vitim, such as logging, 
also pose paten&/ thm& & 13% if7 

b%? st@& am*  m m r ,  t)l(? 
tempotisry md pm'bly more 

) &at MTM/k;" imp& of lo th num'ent cycIng ficcbrbn of 

1, ?his sum does s 
buried, lost for etamitr, gone, &me, flnr 

@@ma fairly fane-beurm lopglng re)kects on benthic invertebrates as well as 
to obhtn other references on fogging cfftwts: 
Stme, M. IC, and J. B, Waitace. 1938. Long-term recovery of a muntain stream 
fram clear-cut Icgglng: the effecb of forest succession 6n benthic Invertebrate 
community structure. ReshvvsJlter Biology 39: 141-1691 

- 
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even %it *lea deflnltdun of intermittent in WV. The s h e  smerntmt is 
simply wrong. Far example, at 
thew are ?axa present on drain 
C ~ ~ ~ E R M O U S  water to eolltplete thePr development and these streams have 
flawed %r >.18 years with continuous maaswrmentat of discbrge.3 

Appendix I, Cumulative Impact Studies, page 7 8, bottom paragraph, ' 77re S B U & ~  
Appa/acAidns have been identilied by Pttc Nahlfl Consewancy (as one ofthe b@t spot 
a ~ d 5  In llhe Un&d SP~&S ti7r r a m  and riehnw ($&?in et al,,~OtZO f {This is 
certainly true) This region is k m w  tu have the h@he$t n?giona/ ronce/z@a~dan of 
aqua& bi&i~re~ty irt ~YTC? nationn {This is slso truq so why are we continuing 
to bury DUC hot spots for biodiversity?) Br  this mason, it is hypothaire$ 
<eversSv(e wrding asgairt) that lmpscts which mu/t  in decreases Jn $&mtic 
divmit)r; as #&?Eu@~ by /ULXS of spxii?sC /m ufppuI~tlions o r b s  of genetic 
variants, wu/d have a dispmprtrbnatr?/y /amp im;pact on the total dguaa gene& 
divemi& af the na#m." (Wdf, why arm% statements such as this put 
forward in the Executive Summary as we14 as the w i n  EIS?> 

Addltianal comments and Notes to the EPA I 
Pretty obvious that EPA should establish some sort: of l i m b  on conductivity for 
streams as mayflies appear to be depleted beiow most valley fills. I 

By the EbsA from VV&%xb =din 

As the executive summary and much of the main EIS is currentty presented it is 
abvious that result$ of the USEPA4 own xkentisb were largely ignored. 
Despite the attempts to obfuscate data such as that of Green and Pasmore 
and even igme that of FalC a al, from the Cinc~nnati Laboratory (8ppendtx D), 
the results of the benthic studies are pretty overwbfming. The study of Faik 
et al. Found some intemt!ng cumulative effects, aithough they were called 
additive for inexplicable reawns in this report, the seasonal difference in 
downstream biological integrity metrics do warrant further knvest.igation from 
the standpoint of bMh basic and applied science. Their data ce&inly indicates 
that increased mining activity within a watershed, which w m s  to be a point af 
contr;nticzn among some quarters. The further one goes downstream, the more 
obfusators can t h w  additionat fac&ors into the mix. However, without 
question the dovvnstream chemical and bbkoglcal data do show sedous 
problems resulting &om valley fill operations. 

Using existing data such as the WV stream Condition Index would be a valuable 
starting point for e!i%ablishing clear biolqicat criteria for each of the states in the 
mlnrng regions, "d~veky andpmps, 8s apmn'd&/ cn"&ria fbr addjtiond 
chemica/s or o&r paramtrs~ @g. tFiabgiccP1 i n d a m )  that; m d  suppod a 
madificatrion of exists'ng &ate water qua//& standards" The ti me for additions l 
studies are over, it is now t t m  proceed with the existing cribria such as those 
developed by Genimn at al. f'or the wvSCf (see citation in W Macroinvertebrate 
study of f reen and Passmore). 

Far individual ststes such as WV, does the USEPA have aay requirement on 
how biotogicd manbring records are diafhreted to the W b E P  or mainteinad 
foilawing their aubmisskn't As I recall Farm canverrjatianb in 1999-2001, this in 
unclear, Are these daQ analyzed in any way, or !&ey wnply dumped into f i iesmne 
requirement should be to have tho%! bab be submitted electronicatfy as well as a hard 
copy and one copy r;hould go to the USEPA. I f  the subm~ssion forms were in a 
standardkzed format, it would be a valuable record for long-term Wdy. Furthermare, if 
those data were requjnd and maintained, then much of the present situation would not 
even be occurring and quarterly assessments could b$ made directly by the EPA. 

Another problem as(;ocleted dth the entire: precess af benthic data and collection of' 
such is the quality of consultants. B a d  on what I have %3en I would generally give 
the R E  g m p  working with Penn Coal, decent grades. Hmvever, even with RE3 they 
have! obviously made some misealces in Benthic identiffcation (see my main EIS 
comments], trut these guy$ are young and I am willing to allow for problarns, However, 
I %el that they are hone&, fhe real problem comes in with the fact that according to 
Mike Barbaur at Tetn Tech, there is no license required for consulting. Who checks 

- 
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Note the probfems mentioned in the paragraphs of Handel's report concerning long- 
term prospec& for reforestation. Phe EPA should promote a long-term recdvery study 
to get some idea on any potential Forest rwoveq under different conditions, Sampling 
valley fills of different ages cwld rep t% an initial phase of such a study, 
Reforestation should be a starting place for BMPs. 

I am dso concerned about the fact that In addition to being unnamed, mast 
headwater streams are unaccounlxid b r  by conventional methods. Almost none of 
the in&mitf;ent and ephemeral streams in the Chttoaga badn were drawn on 
either U5eS topographic or Forest Service maps, The USEPA should conduct: $om@ 
ground measurements of some of these headmttsrs in the MTR,NF am, perhaps in 
conjunction with the USGS, and compare these with topographic maps. Without this 
information, accurate aassessment of miles of stream impacted rs impossible. Many 
more miles of steams may be buried than currently mitigated. 

Appendix D, WV Stream Chemistry Study, es 9-23, in lieu of all of the problems 
with Field crew seems as if the USEPA do ny additional sampling, it should be 
dons internally rather than relying on the VWDEP? However, result;; from the 
chemical study are so overwhelming, despite lack of statistical analp$, that the 
time for action IS now. EPA has s& st& drinklng water standard for selenium at 5 
ug/L (versus 31.7 observed betow vtallq fllls, Table 1) to ppratat against the risk of 
the%! adverse hedth effects. DrMking water that m the EPA standard is 
associated w~th little to none of this risk and is cansiderd safe with respect to 
selenium. Much of the chemistry data seems fairly concfusive and there are sveral 
items of major concern: f ist)  What is EPA going to do about the elevated selenium 
since many (66) samples vtolated EPA's mfe drinking water levels? Second) 

reservoirs, 

the Chemid Study, Shnply multiplying concentr&ion x Inshntanwus masures of 

Saved studies have shown that mncerntrations of chernicab often "spike" sharply 
during storms, It wuld  be very informative tx, ~~&bfkh some automated water 
sampfing devices belaw bOth fills and reference sites to obtain storm concentrations. 

samples can also be filtered 
ttic~iate organic matter 
e and filled sRes,) Surely 

wmewhere in Vte E S  there nwds to be a gmeral paragraph that addreses the 
folollowEng: 1) the large 
below valley filk; and, 2 )  the increased water yield w discharge below valley fills, 
The combination cf 
chemical leading on 
made gwfectly clear in the ETS. 

Another major Item d concern is mdualvity, which is more difficult b get a handle 
an because a) it varies greatly in diV&-mt g-eographial regions and dierent 
geologies, b) it is not atways the wme chemicals that contribute! to elevated 
conduaiv.ivities; c) therefom, a nmanal stmdarxf trutould probably be inappropriate, 

Fmm a purely scientific viewpdnt I would Ilk to see some long-term data sets 
associated with re%rence and vatley fill sits for both 
swam chemistry. This could take the form of 3everal 
older flils; 2 )  s;ampls below recent fills; 3) samplae betow active fitll;; 4) samples 
t>elw planned m fifls being permitted. Waww~r, you can forget thasret 
comments ff it is ping to t;amply rqulre mul pica y@@m of data ~ o l k t i o n  
WWQ t)twe mining conrpiantcaa contlsua Bo mne the! anrironment of the 

Jrsady srrfficimt for rergutatory 
to long-trerrn data set. 
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Some points on %tie Eastern Kentucky Stream Prom01 by 3. Bruce Wallace 

Statements such as: "New questfuns remaining: Mu& mare work is 
organic matter bynamitr, e.g, input and output budgets, ere. in ~md8 hcbdbvdtt?~" 
streams of the cenb-al Appa/&chians, fpte m d  ofimmsing fine olganic panlr'tIe 
w/Iec~Cos dowstrearn and high& shrerkle?rppuldtldtlms upstream suggests s7 system 
&$at is dependent on linkages upstrwm resources and suffoundtng.. . ." No, these 
atre not new questions remaining, onty designed abfuscation for a Few 
more years of mining. 

" A  ntlm&I" of questions or issues remain ta be msolvt?d, Several stn?am qua/@ 
p&rame&rs e?xh&&d amrndIo~//s concenmons, The potentla/ e@& of exiisng 
mine/d/ug~kaf or @C?k@icd/ contrrrls an wter qualib comp05kion is uffceRain. me 
extent to which &wns&am inpacts may be influenbE!d by the s / !  number and 
8ge of fiih 8nd &e em& to which &ms&am distc7ncc may inn~ence &dy 
findings ~ v a s  not delerrnined, Loss of the inib;al sampling data made malysrj. of 
sedsuna/ vatfati&? of water qud/i?y dit95cuIf to eva/ua&. Sd@nB:iFca&h? of& y;e?#c 
sources of p0//utants wri? not incorp9mted into the study desiign, A /imiNng &&m 
that should &so be considered is t$vt most sites evaluatd as mined were dlOt 
netessdnPy reffectlve ofcumnt mining ~va%ed5 and piayarnmaIs% conn-aIsS As 
such/ furt.ArZr data ana&st$ concerning tgese issues is beirtg mMmd*"Again, 
atabmnts such as as above am only d igned in Qbf~scda and pmiong 
the issue, ff we prolong the issue long enough, It want make any 
diffwence to the conclusions reach& in the finat dacumentl" 

The me~odology represents a first attempt at assessment and mitigation, which 
is an admirable effort; however, the document falls far short on many points and 
is nplete with unproven and unsubstantiated assumptions. Furt"nclrmare, much 
more extensive documentation, based on sclenttflc studies needs to be presented 
before this document even pretends to assess the COE goals of "no net loss;" of 
functional values, 

The methodology is based primarily on visual assessments of streams (based on 
the U.S. EPA publiciftion €PA 841-8-99-002) as well as @A rapid bioasswrnent 
protocols in the! above manual. X quote From this EPA publication as foiiows: 
"Homver, ncrne d the= bsbitat ddsiflcsUon ~ ~ i q u e s  antempt to dif%wtiate 
the quality of the hab/te7t and the ~bi/?ky of* habitat # su&?ort Be optimal 
bio/ogi~/ cond?btM ofthe t-egic?~~" A general rapid Woassessment is much better 
than not doing anything, but does not serve to identify particularly rare or 
endangered species or those having special value. Such an asx?ssmc?nt does not 
identify "high value" aquatic ecosystems as put forth in the main coal mining 
draft EIS. Nor does .such an asessmnt identify habitats contahing unusual or 
rare q%icics as put forth in the above BS. Furthermore, as pointed out in the 
MlR/VF draft Et5 (see Staut et at., Appendix D) many rare specles are 
associated with these small headwater stream and simply are not going to be 
accounted for using genus, or especially famiiy lev4 identiflatians. 

Furthermore, these rapid bloassessmmtks are put forth repeatedly (here as well 
as in the mining EIS) as a functional assessment and trying to imply they asess 
swam Functions, which they do not. 

These things purparted to be frrnctionaf assesmen& are not really measuring 
functionat attributes in an ecological sense and should in no way be confused 
with ecolq$al functions. Here are some exampla Functions as would be 
coverai in an et:ologicat context: 

1) Nutrient cycling (or spiraling) in stream (includes uptake and release and 
processes such as denitrification and nitrification); 

2) Transport and r&entlon (particles, a); 
3) Dtscompb$/tion such a5 detritus processing; 
4) Organic maMw dynamics (input, &orage, retention, export); 
5) FleasuM?mtzrrb of primary probuctian, secondary production heterotrophs 

such as bacteria, animals (including invertebees and fish; 
6) Respiration, 

The USACOE Wetland Rewach Program Technical Report WW-DE-11 "A 
Guidebook For Apptic&on of' Wydrogeornorghic Assessments to R~vwine Wetiands 
by Mark M, Brinson, et al, does list some functions as applied to wetlands such 
as Nutrient Cycling, nutrient removal, retention of organic matter, etc, 

Ad 
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The %%ms indicated in the Eastern Ken&* Stream P as 
assessing s m m  functions are not doing m, although the mountaintop 
remov(?i/valley f l l l  EIS (MTRIVF) is r?@te& with Statements suggesang that 
methods presented the E G P  a s s e s  weans funations, This is an extremely 
serious point as there is na evidence that functions are being measured, nor is 
there any evidence that restoration or enhanced functions are k i n g  mitigated 
(%x below) and indeed apparently (without direct reference) is repeatMly 
referred to in the MTRJVF draft EIS, 

In  a document publis;M on pages lrnmediatdy foltoWing an earlier draft of 
the !X5P in the following: Aquatic Resourc&s New  [COE publication Vol.2, Issue 
1, Spring 2003, "SlWAM ASSESSNENT I N  VIRGINIA- AN EVOCIIIIYb AMD 
DYNAMIC PROCESS" by Michael A. Schwinn and Gregory D. Culpepper) these 
authors noted based on a similar stream assessment the kllowinp: V ~ d u s e  
develcpment ofa fully fun&nal steam assessment" model could &ke sever& 
months, t h c ~  was a need Far a mare mpJd assmment tool &r &be @gu/afmy 
p m g m  that ~ c a s  &I/ oBje&ive atld quantr'M@* The@sllbre, the NarSbik DiW& 
and Is%O pumue! an inten'm $&earn a s s ~ m n t  prdzrcoI 
Ehat c the en LYE subj&ive m@as~rm curefiNy in p l m  
and a fir/ fi,ncfio/ra/ asscsssmet mode/. The i/r&mn sbrm axsesmtnt appmsch 
is not d Fu// functional assessment mdel in the sense that the Cop~'Hyd~c3- 
Geomorphiic (HGM) asse?5sment or Nie U.S. Bsh and M//dIi& SWteS Nabmt 
kfv~/~ii)ti~ff PtWRdtlfV?~ (#,@" a@. " 

How are the long-term consequences taken into account in the dacument? 
For example are you burying a stream of EIU (ecological in&grity unites wrth 
only 0.2) x 1000 k t  of stream are we really losing only 200 E[Us since this 
burial is forever? How do you account for a Praction of an EfU la& if it is in 
perpetuity? Furthermore, this assumption is based on the supposition that a 
stream with 0 2  EIU will never improve in perpetuityl which is highly unlikely 
since many scientific studies have addressed both short- and long-term studies 
from disturbance and show that many streams can recover from rBther severe 
disturbances. The previous senario, long-term recovery and inc 
values Tcx a stream destined to be buried, is just as predictable as the ineffwtuaf 
prediaions of some future values under the prapowd miHgation gains elaborated 
on extensively ( ~ e  additional comments below), but never clarified with respect 
to how, when, and where these are actually assessed. hrthermare, is them 
not flawed logic with the concept of burying 2,000 feet of stream with an EU 
value of only 0 2  in perpetuity, as a one time write off, yet we allow 25-30  yea^ 
for some future imaginary envisioned "mitigation" improvements ta become 
effective? The answer ir obvious and does not need further elabomQan. Please 
provide apprapdate scientific literature that addrems these enhanced stream 
values f'ollowing long-term studies of mitigation. I f  such documentation cannot 

be providd, what "crystal-ball" are #e authors of fizXP using to reach such 
eonclusionr;3 

Another arm of concern is that invertebrates a n  being sampled only from the 
riffle areas. f ha?%! armhair biologists as I have onty walked wme of the 
reaches of KY streams impacted by MR)VF operations. Howew, based on 
studies of numerous streams in the swthem Appalachians, the percent rifne 
habitats can vary greatly among streams, For warnph in some headwater 
streams in the Appalachfans of we&ern North Gamiolina, rimes may vary from 
10% to over 60% of the habiRat proportions. My question is as follows: I f  you 
sample only rimes and you obtain an EIU of 1,0 in one stream that may have 
onty 10% riffles versus another that has 60%0 riffles that have an E3U of 0.5; 
haw does your propwed method ascless the differences in substrate availability 
among streams:, I cannot decipher such a mechanism for differentiation in 
substrate availabifity in this (EKSP) document, 

One of the most serious problem cornpla&ly mlssing from the EKSP is that 
the impact on downstream areas is not addressed, The impact of the burled 
stream Rehnrork on domstream effects is n d  considered because clearly 
invettetxate populations (especially, myflie, mme sSttneflies and cadditjflies, 
etC. are sevef-ely imwcted downstream, Furthermore, swam chemistry goes 
off scale, prticulariy conductivity, Selenium, etc. These effects are not 
caccounted for in the proposed miMgistin. Xf you account for the long-term 
downstream ai&mlion of meam chemistry and impairment of the blotat Why 
shouldnt an additional temporal cornpent of EIUs be built into the impairment 
as was buitt in for the prapc%ed mitigation enhancement? flow do= the EWP 

r long-term conmquences of the upstream burial of 
m areas with respect to altered chemistry and biotic 

impairment? RegardIrsss of what is put forward in the executive summary and 
the main EilS on the draft BS on MTWW minrrriJ, the scientific evldimce (buried 
in the appendices) make it very cEear that there are massive chemical and 
Mobgical impirments below vally flNs. Thus, we bury a Rrea 
units; however, in the prscesss both d w ~ s t r e m  chemistry and 
to such an extent ehat we seriously impair mites of downstream 
Dawnstream biota and chemical concentrations are being affected! Furthermwe, 
based on aFI available evidence, when p u  bury a stream with a value of only 0.2 
nu units, you are creating much worst problems extending dwvnzjtreaml For 
exampla, vve have converrfed this headwater stream with 0.2 EtJ units K, a vafley 
fiil wlth elevated conductivity, se#cnium, and vadous other problems that are nw 
going to Srlausly impair a much largw downstream area. This is unaccounW 
for in the E S P  and completeiy unac~ptable. 

Ecolqical procesw in stream are generally expressed per unit area (mme 
exceptions being measures of nutrient uptake), i,e, litter inputs, productivity 
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(both primary and sacondaty), etc. Tfacre Is no evidence that unit awas are 

same EIU as one that is 1.5-2 fmt in width has a different mggatiorr value than 
the smaller? Per linear hngth of stream is simply not an acceptable unit For 
comparison among streams. AnoUlw consideration is that studies In both N. 
America (PA - White Clay Creek Basin) and New Zeabcld show that stresrns are 
wider in wooded reaches than grasslands, which say$ many of the* emlogical 
proceses will b w n  these reaches. %e the f o b ~ ~ n g  referem: 
Sweeney, I3.W" 1932. Streamside forests and the Physical, Chemical, and Tmphic 

mont Streams in Bstern North America. Water Science 
and TechnoMy 26(12): 2653-2673. 

Sweeney, B, W. 1993, Effectit of streamside vq&ation on rnacroinverttl.bmtf! 
communitit3s of White Clay C m k  in eastern North America. P a .  Acad. 
Natural Sci, Philaderlphia 144:291-3413. 

Davles-Colley, R. 3. 1997. Stream Channels are Namwer in pasture than in 
farst, New Zetsiand 3. Mar. Fre?shwat. &s. 31(5):599-608. 

What scientific justification a n  the CQE offer for midgatjrrg on the basis af 
tenglh rather than wetted area of m a r n  or M e r  yet, bankful area of stream? 
I f  there is documentation in the scientific literature to support midgation based 
on unit length rather than area please present it vvith an appropriate explanation, 

A lot of faith is devoted to long-term midgamrr &xi how it Is go@ to have 
predictive, positive impacts on a stream being improved, Can tktrs autbars 
cite spaciftc tong-term, ac3anlMra iaa that $how tfie b g -  
tern rwmmry sf sWarns bUowin Such papers nwd be cited 
and elaborated on extensively in this docu 
presented that explains how they reached of 
recovery, I f  such data and publications c ttC; 

to t>e addM to toe costs of mWgaMon and results ofthese monitorhlg and 
scientific efforts need to be placed in the public record. 

Dawns, P.W., and G, M. Kon 

29: 477-496 

In-Lieu-Fee Mitigation - cmid the authors provide the data that w n t  into the 
pro&s%ianal judgment that the Lctuisvllle District came up wi!h the value of 
$100/linear foot: of s e a m ?  I am eqmcially curlohis about this vaiue once: a) I 
am unsure of what values went rnto f i ts  calculation; b) how you could derive a $ 
amount since dwnstream amas are going ta k adversely impacted by fiils; c) 
how do you aceour'rt for &-earns of ddlfferent widths?; d) what sort of public 
notices went in& solicltest stream mItig8tlon pmj@cW; and, e) Wat r;coqsti?m 
pmcssc;ts or s m m  function studs went into .ttre;se catculations and how was 
the final $lOo/rn length af stream v&lue mched?  I em 
what %art of "prof~?~sionaC judgment? WJ used to derive such a value. 

@st: for the authors and the COE That request is as 
tr> apply such a procedure 

last", the prupos-ed EKSP should bei subMlitted to a 
rwlevved scientific jwrnal rather than published as 

my comments will be viewed as cons&u&ve toward i rnprclvlng such a 
submission. 

A good starting point toward assessing and evaluation of ref;toradon pmjeets 
would be some of the f-ollowing papers: 
*Kondoif, G. M, 1995, We elements for effective evvalu&dan of stream 

reratoration. Restaration Ecoi 
Konddf, G. M. 199& Lessons le8rned From river restoratian prcsjects in 

California. Aquatic Conservation Marine and F r e s h e r  Ecosystems, 8: 39-52 
Kondolf, G. M. and E. 8. Micheil, 1W8. Evafuating stream IY?Storaflon proj 

Environmental Management 19: 1- $5 
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David Waiters 

I ,i?ttr.:isd tk,e E I S  hearii 'ig it: Hazard. 1 am 7 3  years .>lei a i i i  have 
watched the neu:t ts i rrs  being drat-ray& P c r  ~m:jy y w r t ~ .  1 l f 6 3 B R t 1 ~  flew 
fr-r.rr, P:ar:assas t3 : iaza~c i  "I -iie:q YTR and s l u r r y  ponds. N o  ai&ure can 
bcscrihe the 8 n n i r . i l a r i o n  tha",~ t a k i n g  place. 7111; h e a r i n g  was s j a ke  
. . . "its ccrr lb ic :  b u t , ,  , , qc; nhand and d o  wore of it"! i 

-% 
- 
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Richard Walters Barbara 'WBlton 

R l ~ ~  fiL mW3rxs 
204 South P)erpoN W d  ' AEcr6 a $;i; 
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Dear Mr. John Forren, Project Manager, 

August 77,2003 

3he iciee of blasting the tops off whole mountains, anft pushing them mt.o 
mountait~ streams in ordcr to s t  the coal in the mount&, is 
lu~cansaionAle. 1 urge you to amend the EPA's deaft environmental 
impact s t a t a m t  to aboliecli &is form of miuing. If we need the cod 

Mr. John F o m ,  US EPA 
1650 A d  Street 
Philadelphia, PA 191 30 

1-9 

Subject: Stop Mountaintop R @ ~ o M I  Mining 

hadly enough, wc'lI get it by underground mining, 

Ch'tcsf Judge CMrles H. Heden II, of the Somern Dlstriet of We& Virginia. 
found in 2002 that the adminlsWtian's ntsw w k  ehmge urhich allow the 
dumping of mining rock wd dirt into the Mtwsrns eurd valleys QfApp@hchh is an 
"obulm p~mmiay" of the Ckzan W&&t A c t  Accardingly, W Army Corps of 
Ertginras~rs w s  ordered ta stop issuing permits ta companies that ham bxm 
dumping rnilficlns of tons of waste hto hundreds d miles of waterways and 
hdfows, in thta mining practice known as "mountaintop remml*. 

& x,, 
Kenneth 5. Warren 
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Clee Webb 

Holly Watkins 
Zlaee : 1 /05/204)4 
City: Charleston State: WV Zip: 

X write to yw LB a native of Wcst Virginia who is very much concerned with the future of 
the state's incomparable Iandscajx and ecology, In deciding on an alternative to current 
nmuntniratop removal practjce.~, T urge you to choose the dcenative which entails the 
most &oreugh review of environmental miasttquenw an ;a caw-by-cue basis and the 
rnmt engaged oooperat$m with the public, It seems to me that this is Mternaaive 1 
proposed in the study, I: f e u  that streandining the permit process will only lead to fustlm 
efwironmental tragedy in the state of W g t  Virginia A r?atnmixment to prdserving 
biological diversity and elem streams should win w t  over the cod cohlparsies'hunger fm 
profits; those ccrmpnnles should find w a y  of removing coal that pose less of a threat to 
otu: invaluable terrain. 

C. LQX: Webb 
4066 Smwshoe Lanc 
Reno, Nv. 89502 
TeXephont? ('775-327-2092) 

- 
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Robert Wfkk Eric Viressels 

'Llreri: an. any nuark nf reasons to limit tbc mning p c b w  of mnunta~n 
lop mmoval. 'I'm sure Bat within the industry thaw is a more 
sensitive name for this mining practice, but that does not change the 
net result. Destruction of streams and comtmities must stop. As irecall b r n  newspaper 
artictes, there we Rfso air qudity issues. The 
moicst and most ~ o n o m m l  method of  mining from a cost pcmpcctivc 
must be tempwed with the impact on people and the enwronmnt, We have 
ohkigtions other than to share boldas and CEO's. 

Eric Wessels. Project Mmeer  
JEFPREY MORGAN ARCHITECTURE STUDIO 
522 E. Grand Avcnac, Sdite 201 
Des Motnes, Iowa 50309 
5 15,282.8500 tele 
515.282.8506 fax 
5 U.J71,8537 cdl 
euw+seIu@)j mas. net 

-- - 
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Julya. Wstfdll Marian Westoor?. 

---- 
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Julia Witeker 
< w~lut &e~re@@&ari%t TO:  8 3  Mau.fit&to@EPA 
.iiet > cc: 

Sttbjcct: Itlt top mnovstl is wrong for all af t is 
08,' 14/03 07:46 PM 

If p u  visit a mining site Irere in W, or fly over the snuthen~ past of 
the state, you will scc what I mean. No mount of cod is WY)& this 
destruction, It's lxbse a war totie.  Jobs m d  energy are inrpurtilat, but 
we can fwd ot11er jobs for our people a-nd other sources of energy; .we 
art: a. smart, tewtlrceful We cmttlot, h(twever, f i x  tlw mess 
c a u d  by the &p mlaing and dumpmg of tons of clirt in beautrfixl 
s t seam.  14ea.ie protect our tnountain?i md stup the coal companies h r n  
rewnot-kg rnountkn tops in KT. 
*Fllauk you, 
Tub KJhitekcr 
835 Spring Rd 
Charleston, %'V 253 14 
304-346-7255 

----- Fow%rded by David %dodR3!WSEPNLIS on QliORl2004 01:B PM ----- 
gwilcnx@bmcomh. 
min.nc.us To: R3 ,VauntatntoN@EPA 

cc: 
Of/(K9$2004 0552 Subject: Have you lost your head? 
PM 

Pmjcct Manager John. Fomn 
U.S. EPA (JEA30) 
3 650 Arch Street 
Philadelphia, PA 19 103 

Dear Pmj ect Manager Pomn, 

I find ir unmascio~ble tbal the Bush admi~idratiun plans tn continue tu kt coal companies 
destroy ,Qppalachihia with mrning pwtiea that level mosmtaintops, wipe out forests, bury 
streams, and destroy communltics. 

According to rhc dnini&mtion'cl draA F,nviwnmentd Impact Statrsrnmt (ETS) on mountamtap 
removd ccsd mining, the environmnd effects of mmntaintq removal are widespread. 
devastating. and p m w n t ,  Yea the drsft EfS propweir no msttistions an tha aza of valley fills 
that bury stream, no limits on the numbw of acres of forest &at can be derrtsoyed, im protections 
for imperiled wildlife, md na ssfkguzu:ds for the commiln~tie~ of people tlmt depend on the 
region's nature1 r e m u ~ e s  for themsetves and future generations. 

RemarEcably, t k  Buiush adminirst~iank '"derred &emativeW for add~ssing the emrmott,tls 
problems caused by mnuntaintop removal coal mining is to we&ea existing cnvimnrnentd 
pmt&iotis. The draft F,IS propos~ atmlunlininl;: the pm~tting process, f i t lo~kg mountamtop 
removal and ;~ssociahl valley fitb to canthue at &n awlcrated rabe. The dmB EIS atso sugeest~ 
doing away with a surface mining rule t h t  d e s  i f  
illegal far mlniag wtivities ta dismrh areas within IW feet af -am unless it c.an be proven 
that strams will rrot be ha alteraative" ignores the dmhistration's own 
studies d&iling the rjevasi.atioa caused by mountaintop rzsmovd coal mining, mcluding: 

- aver 2 200 miles of zltredms have h dmaged or de&my& by mc~uataintcry, removal 

- direct impacts to streams would be g r d y  lesmed by reducing the size o f  the valley fills 
where &rung wades are &ID@ on. top of streams 
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- the total of pnst, present and cstxmatcd fijturc: fix2st losses i s  f .4 milmi  acres 

- forest losses in We& Virginia have the potential of directly i~npct ing as many as 244 
vertebrate wildlife spcries 

- ewn d hardwood forests cm be reestablished tn rvrined areas, which u unproven and unfikely, 
tllere will bo a draslicatly different ecosystem fmm pre-minmg forest condihons fw @;tlnemtions. 
if not thousands of yews 

- withwtt new limits on mountaintop removal, an additional 350 square miles of mounfains, 
streams, and forests will be flattened and destroyed by mountaintop remotsal minmg 

Tlie Bush adrmitrstmbon's "peferred alternative'' tgnores tfiese and hundreds of other scmtific 
facts contained tn the EIS studies. 111 light of these filctts, the Bush admntstratlon must consider 
slternntives that rzdum the envtronmental Impacts OF 
mrsttntanlop removal an4 then lmpbment measures In protect n~1f:urnf resource# anit communities 
in Appslucbla, such as restrict~ons on the size of valley fills to reduce the 
dcstmction of strem~, fo rds ,  wildlife and communities. 

Sincerely. 

Gregory Wilcox 
3 1 flverlook Drwe 
Candler, Norfb Carolina 28715-9260 

CC : 
Reprew~ttat~vr C hales Taylor 
President George W. Bush 
Vrcr: Presidcnt Pachard C'heney 
Senntor Et~zalmtlt Dole 
Senator John Edwards 

Deli-iuered Date: Oll06/2OC)4 12:57:24 PM 

President Bush on mat y of hls tie, aa a democrat, f was even considering 
vdiag fur him fcrr his sccmd tern, but after: learning abu t  this terrible 
terrible regtllt-ifion policy I will have, to -think again, 

- 
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Susan \Williams 
Box 8 
Charltm Heights, West Vir&ia, 25040. 

--- 
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Dear kk. Facren, 

The cfferts of mountnmtop removal are w~dcspread, devbtstatmg nnd 
permanent. 1 lind st unconsctonable char d ~ c  draft EIS pmpares no 
rpsrnckons on the size of'trdky Glls thpt bury strams, no llrnrts on 
the nurnher ofacres oFlarest that cnn be destroyed, no protecttons for 
unpeald wzldMe &and no safeguards for the cOmm?inthes that depend on 
tlw ;rp:~onts n ~ t t l r d  resources for themselves nnd future generations. 

12/221M0312?8 CG 
PM Subject Cornmqks an dmff progmmmattc EtS on mountamtop 

removal real mining 

Dear Mr Forren, 

Waimea WIllrams 
Box l D M  
47-004 c Okana PI 
Kenedhe Hmmi $6744 

CC 
Senator Danrel lnauye 
Senator DanJ Akaka 
Represedttve Ed Case 

-- 
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Sm Wilts 

John F m  
US EPA (3EA30) 
1860 Arch Aw. 
Philadelphia, PA 19703 

I wouid like to comment on the Mountaintop Rmml Envlmnmtal Impact dtvdy. lt swms to 
m e  that arthough Nre study found Met mrlous environmtal harm fmults kwi Ulb type of mtnlng, t 
domn't make any ettempt to h e n  Nre $arnq@, but instead, ptdpdses ta make it easier for coal barons 
aa &&oy our stet&. 

t am opposed to mountahtop removal minlng. Just btscause A is 
amount of dmtructlon down?  mwn that B is ethW to do so. 

--- 
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As a West Vrqgn~a resident, I am &sappointed that h e  study pmpnscs no new rortcrete restrictmns 
nn mnuntmntop removei perm& I sm s~tngently oppns~d t.cl thr Rush admmtstmtmn's prqxxtli 
to st~erunIine the permitang process for rod cnrnpantes, Mountsuntop ren~ctvgl is tncredtbty 
desatict~vvc and short-q$ed 
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Doug Wood 

I have tead the draft EIS of Pressdent Bush's md I find that the preferred 
alternative ~nadquilCely protects quatrc and terresfnal resources Ulat are Important 
ecolngtcal and zconomcal components in the region of mountaintop mining. It +pears 
as though the findmgs of sc~entlfic inquiry into the impacts of mountaintop mning on the 
region's ecology and human envrmnment were nearly ignored by ddeelopm of tho 
varrous albrnatwes presented in tbe draft EIS. According to the EIS, the environmsntaf 
el"fects of mountaintop mintng arc extcnsrve, devastating, and permanent. Both aquatrc 
and terrestrial environments are severely dgraded by the practice, L.acai communitm 
sut'fcr shod ferm and fang term negatrve economic mpacts 

No effort is made lo return d e  fomted mountains to lheir former biologtcatly 
diverse, human supporttve pre-mining condition. Mountain forests that once 
timber production industries, subststeace hunting, herb4 mecitcrae, bait fishery 
businesws, and mid fnlit and nut gathering, are k m g  convetted to gmssiands thnt 
suppori none of thmc a~tivit~es that formerfy cnnchcd the livcs of humans in diversc 
mountain communities. Post-miatng soils are severely Itmited in thew abjhftes b strprt 
drvmse tempmte forests. Thts converston of t b  mne site envtmnmenl does not m e t  
the rqmremnt ofthe Surface Vmng Controt Act and amendments to return the site to 
former skitus or to it h&er uw. Ne~Bur Ihc t'ormer productive fbrest, nor my higher use 
ts aipprted by the trmsfomd landscape. 

Premknt Bush and 111s dministwtton appear to bc mtent on allowing thc 
dcgrdation of our southcrn Appalachian Mountrrina (both ctthral anti natural 
envrronmmts theran) w~th thts mwng practice that flattens mountruntops. removes 
fotrrsts. destroys fore& sotis (so that futtwe restoratton 1s rmpomhle). hums streams, and 
destroys cotnmwztties, brttll physically and socially. This short-sighted efirt leaves a 
grim liltwe for rtllurn to nomakcy after the miaing compaaies have cut and run. 

Before the development of today's sipxior blarstiag technology and powmfui 
earth moving maci~inery, the surface mine industry was the most envli.onrnentntly 
dcstntettve force I n  southcrn Appatachta. At that Gme the industry's most dttstructive 
legaaes were pefpehtnl acid mine drainage and numerous narrow stnps of defore&i:d 
mountamstde. 'lk narrow strips have the potential to be waded by sumundmg forests, 
atd indcd sorrte few of them have seceded to forests not too di~;pslmrlar to the origmd 
f'oresfs. However, rnost stnps bave taken decades to wfo~wt and they usl3aIl y wt as 
corrrdors for invattive alien plant species. How much mare so do the mlti thausand-acre 
mountailttop mina now threaten to harbolr iavuswe alien species seed sources for further 
dcgriulation of the surrounding fomstlands? 

The t h a t  to remamng forests ts srgmficanl, yet given htlh ttrealment In the draA 
EIS. What httk is sad, rcvczzls much. For instance, the draft ElS found that (1) fore& 
losses in West Virgma have the pot entid of drrectl y tmpacting as many art 244 vertebrate 
wrtdiift: spwm (mostly negative impacts), (2) a rtrasticaiiy d~fferent ecosystem from pre- 

Nzither the prefmd alternntnve, nor my o f  the other dlkrnrrtivw propose 
adquare mwdies for the shartwming presented in the ftnrliap of the draft EIS, 
Indwd, thc recomnzcndatians of the dr& EIS will waken emsting envim.onmntat 
protoctrons. 'Re alternative8 of the- dnA EIS not ody  weaken tixisting regul~6ons. but 
they actwlty propose tmthods for speeding-up the destruction by stmanlliaing the 
permitting process, allowing mountaintap mining to continue at an accelerated rate. n e  
dr& EIS suggwig dcldcng thc rule that mkes it illegal to disturb afcas within 100 feet of 
streams unless mining oomyanies prove the streams will suffer no harm. Thm IS even a 
ludicrous insinuation tbat the language of the original law is inadequate and that blasted 
rock debris should no longer be d i e d  '4u.aste," TIIT wwld circumvent the ntlw 
regurtlrng the dumpmlr, of rock fill matend 1x1 &mims. Iloweva, to bnmu an old dich6, 
a rose by any other m. smells as ~wrset.. ,or perhaps it should be stated that a rat by 
any other name;, gill bites. 

My humble plea IS W you. the dawirsn makers of Pwident Bush's 
administtation will give serious consideration to other alternatives that a t ~ ~ a l l y  reduce 
the nclyliiva enwimnmcxtai, cultural, and long-term cconarntc impacts of moxmtazntop 
minmg. ARsr g~ving due wntiideraf~on to batter raltcnttdrves than thow presented tn the 
draR EI3, you slrould propoe nile changes h t  conserve the nabtal msuurca and 
protwt the communities in souQern lachia. Thme changes should include: (1) a 

m mtensi.de &Id bialogscd assetrsmnts ~n 
of md input ~nto h e  mdessments by the IJS 

Fish & Wildlife Service, the WV Dept. of N&ural Resources, and the WV Div, of 
Eav~mnmntiil Pmtcct~on, (2) q u i m m m b  that biologcal asmsmcnts drivc prc-mintng 
planning and ~wst-mrning %art& restarrttion, ( 3  f allnwrng no fills in wRtercoums thnt 
h a h r  salamanders or aquatic inmcta (&is iachdes ~hemeral  & intenn&rt 
watercnurses), (4) litnits on the sizes of valley filis, ( 5 )  ir retriction of 20 acres or teem on 
the slzc of Ireelms nmts t&owtrt po&-miining (,qanrled frum c&er sach treeless areas by 
no less than 100 yards of fnresrtd 'lar~d), (6) tnctewcjci requtmmenh for mxtrvs sot1 
protection. (7) incread acreage: oftree planting pwt-mining, (8) requirements to 
increase native @sat re-vegdatlon, ineluding mcreaud diversity of such plant lags to 
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The fib11 EIS should tncorporate research by experienced biologists, ecologists. 
antkrropologmts, and soc~ologists who are rwognized experts in thar field&+ The EIS 
s l ~ ~ . ~ l d  prom& alternatives that better reflect the xient~frc hndmgs presedted in thc 
report. The final EIS need not address ~swas  of the expcdieacy of tbepemitttng pmwss, 
but zt must address the issue of minirmarng the negatrve envtrodmntal rmpcts of 
mountamtop mlnlng. It sbauld also address Chr fixture impcts of mountaintop mining on 
the culturer thzt must dwell in the wake of Ys nawenedie,  uaushinlhle energy 1 10-2-2 
industry. 

?hanks again For the chance to eommnt. 

Sincerely, 

Doug Wood 
P.0. Box 24 

Nitro, W*tr 25 143 
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Tanya Woods Anne Woodbury 

Ten ya Woods 
.ctanyn.wood~~<njworMn "To: R3 Mo~mtaintop(iiEPG 
et.akl.net% cc. 

Sulyxt: Co~nrnent & Protest: Draft EIS on Mountaintop Mning 
In Appalachia 

91;06f2004 03:57 PM 
Jan t m y  6, 

2004 

U.S. Gnvrronmental Protection Agency 
Pl~iladefpbta, i'anasylvanra 

RE: Draft Environmental fmpact Statement on Mou~ltaiatop Mining In Appalachia. 

Wc have xi~rscrz\*cred ns of Sepernbcr 05,2003, that the U.S. Th\rirnnmentaI Protection Agency 
rnvesttgators, tn a prelrrmnary probe. have found ''high levels of noncorrrphance" mfh fill pemt 
reqw mnents Year1 y 275 mining operatlonr; may have bwied streams without tke proper Clem 
Wafer Act permits. govtlrn~nent regulators f~und. 

Wlll G.P.A take some actton to fidfill rts re$pnstbdltics? Can the draft EnvironmentaI impact 
Statement be drast~caily revwed to protect all our streams, or will E.P.A. carty the reputatton of 
an agency that ignores tile fach and the future? I 

This is an incredible situation. tr indicaks that both State alkd Federal agencies have h a  
overlooking the serious situation prevailing in AppRfadiia. Our nation must protect our lands 
and wAtcsways, When thcy arc destroyed, thc d a m g  is assenlialfy pmanent and w111 bi: a 
p a f r y  for thtalsands o f  yrasrs tn comc. 

We m i l  Appslachis on n regular basis, having ken  r a i e d  there, with much of our #milies still 
resrd~ng m that area. We want to go home regularly and retiri: there, under safe and clem 
cnndit~ons. 

7-2-2 

Xow is thc time to formulate new sound rules for the protection of all our lands and streams. 

Tanya artd Jim Woods 
1206 Evergreen Road 
tviltningt on, Delaware 19803 

*--- 
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Nancy Woodward Daniel Wright 

Fonvarded by David R I ~ ~ ~ ~ R ~ N S E P A N S  on 0110612004 03 55 PM ---- 
Nancy HyrJen 
Wood\rdard To R3 Mountaintop@EPA 
-wllerts@hamp&n cc 
comr Subject Comments on draft EIS an mounhintop removal 

mining 

January 2, 2004 

Mr John Forren 
U S Enwonmental Protection Agency 
1650 Arch Street 
PMadeIphia, PA 19103 

Dear John Forren, 

Sincerely. 

I am disgusted that your department would suppxt the EIS and see 
nothmg wrong ~n removing more mountaintops at the epxense on the 
naftrrat life and surroundmgs comrntm&r;s 

Nancy Hyden Woodvvard 
54 Glade Road 
East Hampton NY 11 937 
USA 

I -9 

Executive O W  regenting Envfmmental Justrw for low fnrr,mp! peapie, 
1 10-7-2 

-A 
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Bryan Wyberg 

---- Fonvnrded by David Ridet/R3/FiSEPA/US on 01/08/2004 01:59 Ph4 ----- 

Ueat Mr. John Fomn, Project Mimaget, 

I'm not sure w11ere you get your info, but one would &hk fhst "mount& 
top" strip mifling f m  thc very tcm woukl sound at least tisually 
harmful to the surrounding environment, and logic would presume &at the 
dumping of tons of rock and n~bble: into the valleys below would not d e  
ox abet the stresrng, forests, lakes, ponds, trees, etc. much less the 
people who may reside below. 1 urge you to drop this course of action 
in fawz of more eccu-friendly means or mining. Otherwise, t woald uxge 
you to live iu the valleys below the rnormtaii~ top mines md expcdence 
f o r  yo-tlrself the corditions which both people ad animals live in. 

Sincerely 
hlingjane LVu 
3155 knark Drive 
S m  juse, CA 95132 
three-sqnate@hotmfi3.com 

Dew Joim Fomn, 
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Eleanor Yackel 

herds ,  simply because drey nre Bush Adrnmistmrrorr campaign donors. 

Tht B u ~ h  xbnmistrabon's "preferred dternatwe" far addcessmg the 
problems caused by mountamtop mmm-a1 coal mining 1s to weaken extrtmg 
rnv~romnental pmtcctmns. This "preferred altmlatrve" ignores the 
actnmtstrahon's own studres detatlmg the devastation caused by 
rnnwitmrtoclp rcrnotd coal rnsntnp, mcludmg 

over 1200 miles of streams have been d ~ m w d  a r  destroyed by 
rrinunterntop rctnm-ab 

Jan 15,2004 
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Lynn & Chess Yellutt Geafiey Young 

- 
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Walter Young 

- -- -- 
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David Zeff 
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Carol Zeigf er 

January 2,2004 

Carol Zeiglcr 
284 Soda Springs Court 
Spriogvllb, CA 93265 

Mr. John F a m  
US. !?PA (3EA30) 
1650 Anh St. 
PbiMeIpb, f A 19103 

M ~ ~ t o p  removal genema huge o f d  W e  solid warn 
is ~toresl ja massive coal shmy mundmra~, aften buitt in tho headwafers ofa watashcd Thc sfmry m t a h  

~ o t e y ~ a y a ,  has bcen Csned the scmthearb's wcwst mvk~mmtd diwtcrtcr And yon wish to expand tM pracctic01 

- thed ig tgecewBastbndSt .Louis -Wbeeabur iedard  
aad hundreds ofsqrlatc K D ~ W  of fmsktd ~omriims vitW&y &Futened by this extransly dc9lrructive mining 

wildlifa hsbititt bave be4n dwtmyed h d  g&~lstion&oid c o m ~ t i &  havc btctl aad continue to bo fbnsad to 
mow: from their homes bestwe of mmtaimp nmavaf. coaf miihg You want this to ~~llltinue? 
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Form Letters 
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Amend the DEf S fom letter - 4,15 6 si mzatories American Rivers form letter - 4,227 signatories 

1 strong1 y urge you to amend the EPAk draft environmental tmpact 
statement s a  a* to limit the effect3 of harmful mountaintop removal minmg. I find it 
~ ~ n m w c m n a b k  tha the Bush dnJjnistratian plans to cmti~ltte to Id caal . c o n ~ p ~ w  destroy 
App:dilchia with mimnp practices that level mxrntainlops, wipe trul fbrests, bury streams a d  
dcstroy commmitics. 

Accwding to rhr draft ElS, tlrr environmental effects at' rno~tnri*intop 
remnvd are widespread, det'axtatlrig and permanent. Yet the draft EIS: proposes na 
restrickions on the i ~ e  of vrtlley fills that b y  streams, nu limits on 
tfre nunlber d acrm of forest that can Be destroyed, no protectrms for 
intperifed wildlrfe ~ n d  no nafe~arck  for the comrnunitm &tt depend otl the 
regson's natural resource* fnr themefves and funue generations. Instead, the 
B t ~ s b  ndriu'nistration's "pteferred attert~ative" for address~rtg Qe enormaus 
pr<>hicrns ccauscd by mountamtop rcmuval rmnitrg ignaes  the 9dmnistr&ion's own 
m & e s  and proposes weakenmy! exisbng envirctnmentaZ protections and allowing 
rnottnlaintnp remnvai and asaciated vallc-y fiils tcr continue at Rn 
acceicfated rate. 

The Bush adrrunistratm must consider dternatives that reducu: the envjronmedkd impacts of 
mountarnrop remval  2nd then ~mplernent mtwures to protect natural rarourcil9 and comrnunrties 
in Appdacha, such a s  restrretins an the s ize  of v d l ~ y  fills to reduce the cfestntdun of stream, 
forests, wildlife and comrrsuuruttes. I urge you to immediately amend the dr& EfS according1 y. 

1 an ripped to any C ~ M ~ C S  thgt wwld weakerr the taws and rqyi~~ttlans that protect our 
rivecs and s5.zeams &om ahr e f f m  of ~lkmnt~mlq mnlng and valley ?Ilis. 115 B temtlt, 1 
am ripped to each d the altemat~vm evaluated in yclur May 59.2OD3 draft Rnvttonrnentni 
I n ~ p c t  Statemcat GIs). 

Your draft EIS clontains ladisputable evldenctt of the devastating and irreversible 
cnvircrur~tentiil harm caused by ntoutrtarntsp mnmg. &her agency s t ~ d i e s  also show that 
mountaintop minlag cuntnbutes tu R&np clrsastzrs in mrxmuin communitim. 
Unfortunwtcly, meh of the altcrantms in the draft RIS igmx'r.,s the finkngs d the* studtcs 
and the very purpose of the RIS- to find w a y  to mintmm, to Ihe maximum extent 
practcrrczll, the environmental consequences of molttltaintop mraing. The draft B E  does not 
examine a single alternatwe that waufd Feduce those impacts. 

Worse, your "preferred akmmtiw" would clealy increase the damage from mountaintop 
mmng by elinmaling the Surface Mining Control a d  Reclamation Act's buffer zone rde 
that prohtbrts minmg xczrwties that disturb any area withm 100 feet of I q c r  s t t ram,  
rzlrdunafmg the ctisre~t Lmt on wrng natmnwrde pcrlmts to nppovt vrttlry flfh in We& 
Vtrgmta that are l q e r  than 230 acres. and givtng the mice of Surface Mtn~dg a 
ngnificant new rafe in Clem Water Act pmidtmg, for motrntaintnp mning (a mle it does 
not have under current fw]. 

Om ttnvvc)nmenta~ laws require. and tbe a t l m i s  of the region deserve, a full evaluntlun of 
ways to reduce rhe unacceptable impacts of tlluuntaintop mining. I irgc ycnr to d x i n d o ~  
ymr ''prtd%~~t'd altc~natrve" aur[ fo ~ecvafirltte s full rnttgc of optimr that wdl r E t i t h h  the 
ennrmow ennr onmental aad ewnnmtc damage caused by mountatntop niinrng and valley 
fii Is. 

Thank you f o ~  your co~sideration. 

-- 
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Boone County form letter - 46 signatories Community Visit form letter -- 14 signatories 

I am a cmIEeld mideat in W n e  ComityS West Virghitx I 
rcrnovid caal mining. 2% deshuGtion th% has set in on ow 
unless you sce it for y o m d .  The devastation is  so widespread &at it i d  not ona; single 

We me being p w h d  out of ow homes by moumintop m o d  mining. The floods me 
mare andmom mmmm and with & Boo$ the d-tioxt Setpjvarse. E m  t h e  it 

reme nseless to us, The m o ~ ~  &de 
eearthaadallowhgittoslip. TheWVS.tatf: 
Saepinanddothem~cZeanupto 

&o out raads pgS&e. No wonder c6af is so pmEtable, sva as citiztns , pick up thc bill 
on the devastation caused by mmtaiatbp m i 4  mking Not to mentian the imp% on 
ouranim&aad&&habitats. ~ ~ h c b l a c k ~ a r e ~ n m ~ ~ i a t o ~ c c s n m ~ ~ ~  
when: o-ur chikkn phyY Our stream arc filled with m k  W the mine codapies pile 
into t h o  valXey fiI1s. When it rains the 
w b m  to go but inta peap1~ bames. Ou 

&eic foundation, flooded sevarely or the earth just opens up 
is an mewtian plan we m m m  of if, If b e  is one 

impact Wwwnt fails to documenr the Qocial and dm& efftrct 
of mourrfalntop n:rnbvrtl/vallq fills coal ndnia,$ PI- stop the p a i c a  ofmom-p 

Dmr Mr. F o m ,  

Cc: Robert C. Byrd 
John D. ~oc:kgfel!&, W 
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Destruction form letter - 65 simatories Earth Justice form letter - 35,743 signatories 

tJ.S Environmental Rote~%on Agency John Forren 
1650 Arch Street 
Philadelphia, PA 19 103 

T ~ c  destmction that is cawed hy mountiuntop ren~oval mining is indispufaMp. I write to express 
111y outrage that such a practlce that 
destroys f'urcsts, Icavcs a barren landscape, and burics the headwatm 
of nverq rsscnbd to mamtllininp healthy, dynamic river system would be dlowed to mbnue ,  

' h e  env~ronnmtal impact statement @IS) d May 29,25113 was supposed 
To find ways to nu'n~mize the environmental consequettces d mountaii~tvp 
mning. It d ~ d  nrrl du what had k e n  promsed. As aresull, I am uppuscd 
to any changes that wartid weaken the bws and regulations that protea our nvers and stream 
*om die effects of mou.tltantap mining and valley fills. 

0th~~ q r n c y  s&dicls dso  show that m~3unlrrintop mining contributes to 
Flooding dmster,~ in mounmn nzmmunitm, Unfortunately, each of the 
Alternauves tn the draft EIS tgnores the findlngq of these studies and 
t k  very pepwe of the HS- to find ways to miairnie, to the nnaxinwm 
ex tent practlcnl, the environmed co~sequenres of rncluntaintap nuning. 

The draft EIS does not examine a sirmale akernatfw that would reduce 
those tmpztx 

Worse, your "prefetnd altwnative" wuuld clearfy lnaeme the damage 
Frum mitnliuntop mmng by el~nunating the Surfuct. Mnmg Control and 
Reclamal~on Acl's buffer zone rule chat prohibits minrng activhes thaf disturb any area within 
1 &l feet of lager streams, eliminating the current lrmit on using aatinnw~de pennits to approve 
valley fills in Wert Virginia that are Irrrgcr than 250 acres, and giving the Offie of Surface 
Mrning a signfieant new roIe it1 Clean Wars Act prtlutting far mountaintop mining (5 role it 
dws not have under anent law). 

Our envkontnental laws require. and Chc citi?zns d the regon desn-ve, 
A full evaluatiofi d ways to reduce the unsccepble impacts of Mountaintop Mitring. I uige you 
to ahadon your "prefesred alternative" and to reevaluate yl Full range of options that will 
marinme thc enormous rnwronmi*ntal and cconomc damage caused by mauntzuntop pninim-g md 
valley fills. 

Thank you fot ycsitr consideration. 

Sincerely, 

Mr- John Fmen 
U.S. EPA f3EA3Q 
1650 Arch Street 
Phiiatlelphia, PA 19103 

Dear Mr. Firen, 

Accnrding tothe ;uhn~nrstration's draft hvn-onmental Impact Statement GIs) on rnouWiiintnp 
removal coal minmg, thc environmeml elTects of mountainty removal are wtrfesp~iid, 
dcvastatii~g~ and prmtnent. Yet the draft E E  pmpses no rmtrictmns on the siw of valley fills 
&at lwry streams, no fimits on the mrrnber cifacyefi of forest that a n  be destroy&, nn protecticms 
for impenled wildhfe, and nu stifcgunrds for the camrnunltie.8 01 people tha~ deprnct on at: 
regton's tmturaf resources far tliew,lves and future gmcratiom. 

R r n v ~ k i 1 y ,  the Bush admintxtraBos's "gdkw.l  aiternattve" f ~ t .  addressing the enormotis 
prahlems caused hy nlountamtop removal coal mrning is to weaken exrsting envtrontneat;tl 
pmt&.tions. 'be &sf? EIS preyruse8 shamlming the permitting process, allowmg n~ountaintup 
removaland arsociattsd miley fills tn conttme at en welerated rate, The draft ETS also sugge,stq 
dang away with a surface mining d e  that makes it illqd l'or mining activities to disturb a t a s  
within llJQ feet of strflaml: unias it can bi., prwcn that stmlulfs will not be hmned. Ttus 
"psefened altecnatrve" ignores h e  sdmraistration's own studies &etrtilmg the devastation &used 
by mountantop removal wid mining, mncludnp: 

- over lZCIO miks uf streams have hem damaged w destroyed by mountaintop remuval 

- drrect irnpaeLq to streams would he greatly lmsened by reducing the stm of the vafiey fills 
where minrng wastes ari: dumped un top uf stream 

- the t a d  of past, present and estimated frtm forest lasses irr 1.4 million acres 

- forest 1mse.c in We@ Virgi~a Rave the p&ential ofdiwctly impacting as many as 24.4 
vertebrate wildlife spttcres 

- even if hardwood forests can be reestab1isht3.d in mind areas, which is uilptzerr and ~mlikely, 
&erc will bt: a draut~cally differeat ccusystem from prc-nliait~g forest oonditions for gencmtions, 
if mt thousands of years 

- without new litnrts on mcn~atajntap rcniova$, art additional 3330 scparc niilcs of m01intX1ns~ 
s ~ a m . s ,  and forests will be flattened and destroyed by mwntaintop retnoval mining. 

- 
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League of Conservation Voters form letter - 25,056 signatories 

January 13,2004 

John Fonen 
US EPA (3EA30) 
1650 Arch Street 
Philadelphia, PA 191 03 

Dear Mr. Farren: 

Remarkably. the draft EfS states that the Bush administration's preferred alternative for 
addressing the enormous pablcms caused by rntvuntaintcvp remavd coal mining is to 
weaken existing envii-onmntal protections, Tfie drixft &IS pmposc;s streamlining the 
permitting process. &owing mountaintop removal and a.mxiated vdley fills to crratlnw 
at an acwlerated rate. The draft E1S also suggests eliminating a surfrtce minrng rule that 
makes it iflegti h r  mining activities to disturb ares  within 100 feet of streams U ~ ~ S S  it 
cna be provetr that stream will nat be harmed. 

We oppose the Bush administriltion plans to continue to Id cad ampmies destroy 
Appalachia with mining practices that level mtluntiiintop* wipe ovt forests and bury 
stseams in the va1leys below, According to the administratton's draft Environmental 
hpact  S~tlternent @!IS) on mntaimop r e m o d  cod mining, the environments] effects 
of this practice are devastating and permarrent, Yet the dr& ETS popases no restr~ctions 
ou ihe size of valley fills that bury stream; no limits on the number of acses of &st that 
can be des~oyitd; no safeguards for imperiled wiMIife: and no safeguards fbr the 

Instead of allowing mountainiop removal to continue: unabated and even inmeare, the 
Bush dmiillistration must wfixjder alternativrn &at reduce the environmental impacts of 
moun~airftop removal and then implement those measures to pmect natural resources and 
communities in Appalachia, especially ratricihns on the size of valley fills to reduce 
stream and forest loss, These al'ternatlves must be evaluated fox individltaI projects 
as well as regionally so that. Qe cumulative impact of the hsentction caused by 
mountaintop removal is addressed. 

'f -9 

Sincerely, 

com~unities that depmd on the region's nataturd resources. 

--- - 
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Oppose Change to Stream Buffer Zone Rule form letter - 7,168 signatories Protect Appalachian Streams form letter - 425 signatories 

Dear Mr. John Fmen EPA, 

It is unconscio~mble that the Rush administnation plans to continue to 
let coal companies destroy Appalachia with mining practices that 'level 
mountaintops, wipe out forests md bury streams in the valleys below. 
Mmnlntajntop removaf mining and valley fills should nut be altowed and 
the laws and regulations that protect clean water m u t  not be weakened. 
la particular, I oppose fhe proposal to change .the stream buffer mane 
nile that prohibits mining activity withift 100 feet of streams, This 
rule should be strictly enforced for valley fills and in all other 
cases. 

I'm dirsappointed and angry that the federal government; ignored its own 
studies when it proposed weakening, rather than strengthening, 
protections for people and the environment, I do not. support any of the 
three alternatives cotltairred within the Env~runmea~~ Impact Sttttement 
R e p a .  All three options will make it easier for cornparties to dmtr~y 
streams, endangering wildlife and newby con~dnurrities, 

Mr. Juha Fomm, US EPA 
1650 Arch $met 
Philadelphia, PA 
19103 

Dear Mr. Faren, 

Mwe people vifilt the Appdachrans and the &eat Smokies than aay other 1 1 1-7-2 
Natural place in An~ermi, It is only fair to all Amedams t h t  this natural tremtlrt= be 
protected from runoff and fill. Mining permitting should he carried out in the mmt strict 
fashion possible; the industry must either adhere to rules .Fet forth by the ETA a d  the 
publit or &we 1.0 exist. Zf mountaintop mining chlnnot be carried oat with zero impact Do 
theenvironment, then ~t should not be a1 towed tn such a fnyle ecosystem Irke that of the 
Appalaclusns . 

Environmnrnl resrrw$om &solutdy must dot be weakcncd. rather, 
Replatton should intensify to protect the mountains, thc waterways and fhc wildlife. 11-10 

-- 
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Reduce M m f u l  Effects farm fetter - 4,522 signatories Restriction form letter--- 5 signatories 

Dear Mr. Fomn, 

Phqc  reduce the harmftif effects of mountaintop removal cod mining to prtsect natural 
resources and communit~es and do n d  weaken environmental protections that apply to 11-10 
the companies that are conducting mountaintop removal. 

The draft Environmental Impact Statement (EISS on mountaintop removal ,&mild be 
rewritten to recomnlend limits on the size of valley fills that bury streams and imperil 1 1-7 
wild1 ife. 

The draft Environmental Impact Statement should not do away with a surface mining rule 
that makes it illegal for mining activities to disturb areas within 200 feet of streams. / 1-10 

Sincerely. 

- - 
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Save Our Environment - 297 signatories 

as tke environmental benefits csf' Itrnlttng the size nf vdley filts, no such restrrctions on valley 
f1ll.i WWP e r t  rnr~cickr rrf as an dte natwe in the &aft P I S  rmntly re;?lea~eCr. 'I'IE 
t?twirorirrwrItal and rccmotntc r t ~ ~ c i i s  pqar~d I'Ut the && EIS (1U rwt lend arty sqlxfrr to 
the p r v / p ~ % ~ I  " prdared altsnative~tbat rwommcls w k e n i n g  Wstlng enviranmental 
h v V ~  tfwi lira! the 5i.w aid lcxatlon ol v d l q  Cills. In faci, ttru SILI&B ~ u ~ m t  t t ~  ~ p p i t c  
crrr?ctusionz mo~mt&ntq~ coal removal rniat be tnmh more strialy limited to head df 
ilr-lriitional and sbplticant rfwasstatlon of t h ~  Appalachtan region's naira1 rmourcw+tnrl the 
ccrtnrntmitr~% I tiai drpmrl on t t i r ~ e  raolrcw now for I'urttrc gene11.aticm.t 

I am upset to learn h t  the Bush iidminish-atkm plms to continue to let waI Gompanm 
d m y  Appalachia with mining practices &at level mountaintops, wipe out fore&. busy 
swam, and destroy cammunitit%. 

hcwding to the admirristration's draft Envhnmenral Impact Staternent(EIS1 on 
mountaintop remowt coal nuning, the cnlsironmental effecb .of mantaintop removal are 
widespread, dev~tating, and permanent. Yet the draft EX$ proposes no restrictions otl the 
size of valley fills that bury stream, nolimits on tbe number of acres afforest that a n  be 
destroyed, no protections for imperiled wildlife, and no safeguards for the communiPies 
of people that depend on the mgianb natrrrd rescrurce.9 for themelves and future 
generations. 

The Bush administration's "prefered dtisrnative" for &dressing the problems caused by 
mountaintop removal coal nlining is to weaken existing enviranmntd protections. This 
"preferred alternative" ignores the dmjnistration's awn studies detailing the devastation 
ca*ed by mountaintop removal c d  mining, including: 

- fdest 103,8es in West Virginia have the potentid of diredf y impacting as many as 244 
vatebrate wildlife species; 

- Without new limits on mountaintop removal, ;usl additional 3513 square miles of 
mountains, stream, and forests will be flattened and destroyed by momtamtop removal 
mining* 

In light of t h ~ e  fa-, k urge you to cotrsider altarnatives &at reduce the environmental 
impacts of mmntnintop removal. Thank you 
for yow consideration d t h i ~  important issue, 
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Sierra Club post card - 953 si~fnatories Stop Destructive Mountaintop Removal fbrnl letter - 3 E signatories 

1 a~oPposed to mountaintop rimoval rnMq and the h s h  
Administradon's recommendations that would expand its 
pracfice.'lhis destructive mining pnrnicedmtrcrys biokqIdIy tkh 
forests, buries *earns and creeks, dwa~tates tfra quality of fife In 
mountain communities and causes freqwnt and wvmfloolfing. 
TtPk is no time to w e  re5trjctions on mountaintop removal 
permi& and Ignore existing environrnmtd protections. l urge thc 
EnVimnrnsntal Proteaion Agency to eject Resident BusM 
prop& rule changes and to protect W e t  Virginia's 
ewtronment, hetttage, and communRles by efidfng mounteinmp 
removal. 

nHN fW%N, US EPA I3ESWi 
I650 ARQI Slit33 
PtiIWHIGPA 19\03 

Dear Mr. Forren, 
Mzruaaintopremova1 miding and valley fills are devastating the 
Appalachian environment and its unique cuftur~. %we practices bury important 
headwater s t rew,  destroy biologically rich forest ecosystems, damage drinking-water 
sources used by millions d people, cause frequent and severe flooding, and wreck the 
quality af life in mountain communidm. 

I do not support Alternative 1,2, or 3 as described in the dr& EIS 
report. None of these optmns will. p t e c t  ,Appalachi;an forests, water, 

1 1-5 
or communities. Xn particular, I oppose the proposal to eliminate the 
stream buffer-zone m1e that prahibits mining activity within 100 feet of s t ream.  Ttus 
mle should be strict1 y enforced for v d k y  fills and in all other c&sw, 

Leveling mountains and burying streams is wrong and must stop I 
Sincerely, 
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Suppod Alternative 3 form letter - t 8 signatories 

Mr. John For~en, US EPA (3ES30) 
1650 Arch Street 
Philadelphia, PA 19103 

Mr. Fonen, 
Please add my comments to the draft EIS statement. 

STOP M O t ~ T ~ T O P  REMOVAL NOW! 
Stop coal companies from destroying everything and start m&ing choices 
that wi l l  benefit our children and YOURS! 

Momtaintop Rernsval is an irrespchible method of mining cod, 
env~ronmentaliy insane, morally evil and add the foftowing to the list: 
! Descroya streams 
2 Contam~nates drinking water and streams 
3 Causes flooding and Post Traumatic Stress Disorder 
4 Makes moonscapes out of the Appalachkm Momwins, some of tb oldest 
and most unique Mountains in the world. 
-5 Causes blast damage to people's homes and Post Traumatic Stress 
Disorder 
6 Destroys world's most diverse hardwood forest and future timber jobs. 
7 Destroys the very unique Appalachian Culture and Heritage 
ti Directly defies the Executive Order regarding Environmental Justice for 
low-income families 
9 Destroys Mining lobs 
10 Destmys our children's future 
1 1 Destroys Cad's Creation 

Idomtaintop Removal is an abomination before God, the ultimate 
blasphemy and the height of human wogrmce, 

at& mtwpke md is st&$& to nrlmero~ls b&al arid state Im5 md 
rqpkatiom designed lo p d & t  the a l v i r u r m t .  Several ~ u v ~ ~ ~ ~ I s  4 thee laus: p i 1  1 d 3  
mctbn  and apply direly to mountdntcp mining opmitlons 
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Writing to Urge form fetter - 360 simatories 

I am writing to ubgk the Bush administration to protect w r  
mombins and streams from mountaintop removal cod mining. I am 
outraged that the draft Envimnmntat Impact Statement @IS) on 
mom taintop removal proposes no limits i>u this destr~lclc;x% 
practice, even thaqh the study clear1 y cohdulfies that the 
~nvirotlmental effects of mmnbirntop removal ;rre devastating and 
perrnaacnt. 

I understand &at the. draft E1S coaclrrdes that more than 1,200 
miles of streams have been d~mzged or destroyed by n~uuntaintap 
removal. It also concludes that 1,4 Milliw wres of forests 
could be impacted, along with as many as 244 species of 
wildlife, FinaIly, it says that without additional limits, 
another 350 s q u m  m i l s  of tnoufitains, s t r e m  a d  forests will 
be. destroyed by mountaintop removal, 

Ia light of' these clew facts, I am shocked that the draft ETS 
states that the Bush adrrrinistration's prcfened alternative is 
to WEAKEN existing et'lvironmenta,l pr~tections. It would allow 
mounct.rintap removal and asociated vatley EiUs to accdemte by 
proposing to streamline the prrrlifting proc-ess, And it propwes 
ta roll back an important surface mining rule that prevents coal 
companies from disturbing a r a s  within 100 feet of streams. Ths 
''preferred alternative" ignoreit your awn studies detailing the 
devastation caused by mounbintop rcmval cod mining! 

I urge the Bush administration to consider dtematives &at 
seduce 'the enviromentd isyipixcts of mmountdntop removal, md to 
implement those meiE.mres aeedd to protect the envi~ontnent and 
communities of Apphchra. In particular, 1 urge the 
adrnirristration to consider restrictions on the size of valley 
fills to reduce stream and forest toss. These altesrratiws must 
be evaluated for inchidud projects as wdl. as ngidtnally so 
that the cumulative impact a£ the destruction caused by 
mountaintop removal is addmssd, 
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Section B 

The public was invited to provide oral comments on the Mountaintop 
MiningAklle~ Fills in Appalacha Draft P '  tic Environ_menta1 Irn~kx 
Statement during two public hearings. The first hearing was held on July 22, 
2003 at The Forum at The Hal Rogers Center, 10 1 Bulldog Lane, Hazard, 
KY 4 1 70 1. The second hearing was held on July 24,2003 at the Charles- 
ton Civic Center-Little Theater, 200 Civic Center Drive, Charleston, WV 
25 30 1. Each hearing had two sessions: an afternoon session from 2:00 p.m. 
to 5:00 p.m., and an evening session on the same day from 7:00 p.m. to 
I 1 :00 p.m. One hundred seventy six people provided oral comments at ihe 
Public Hearings. A court reporter transcribed the oral comments at each of 
the public hearings and provided official transcripts. These transcripts were 
made available for public review on the EPA website w w  
~ ~ > n 3 ~ ~ & x ~ ~ [ ~ n ,  

The oral comments were reviewed and evaluated. Comments were grouped 
into different numbered categories. The transcript pages are presented half 
size with applicable numbered categories identified adjacent to the com- 
ment 

The Kentucky public hearing transcript is presented frst, followed by the 
West Virginia public hearing transcript. Two indices are presented at the end 
of this document. The first is in alphabetical order. The second is in the 
order of the transcript. Both contain the page numben where comments are 
presented. 

-4 - 
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Kentucky Afternoon Session 
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Jeff Coker, facilitator, Kentucky afternoon session, opening comments 

X'd like t o  welcome you t o  the 

public hearing on the 3raft: of Mountaintop Mining 

Programmatic Environmental Impact statement* We'll begin 

with Borne general infoxm~ltion about the f a c i l i t i e s  here. 

Th is  i r 3  a non-ernoking faof l i t y .  We ask t ha t  you go outside 

the bu;l.lding t o  smoke, Please note the location of the 

emergency exirra. You can see they're marked. They're well 

marked, In the event of an emergency, proceed In an 

orderly faairion as quickly 8;s poasiblc t o  the naareet exit 

from the  building. The restrooms for t h ~  f a c i l i t y  are 

located out i n  the lobby, back up the  lobby, take a l e f t  

down the hallway, and they'll be the f i r s t  door on your 

l e f t ,  men's and womenle are  bath in t ha t  area,  

Approximately whry hour or so dumng the course of the 

hearing, we will c a l l  for a five minute comfort break. 

Hopefully, t h i s  w i l l  provide eufficient opportunity fo r  

everyone to take a break, eo that no one need t o  miss any 

af what's said here today. 

AB you enterad t he  fomm, YOU had t o  have 

noticed the regis t ra t ion  table. We hope tha t  evcryone 

registered ae you came i n .  And, l f  by some chance you 

d idn ' t ,  we a& tha t  you rake a moment t o  regla ter  before 

you leave. Folks w i l l  no doubt be coming and going 

throughout: the hearing, and this I s  the only way we have tto 

get a reasonably accurate idea of the to t a l  participation 

a t  theae bearing#, And, even more importantly, if you cams 

here today with the  in tent  of speaking a t  the hearing, you 

musr complerc a registration card,  If you do plan to epeek 

and hrtvar,*t: already regietered, please go back and register 

a s  a speaker now. If there  1s anyone? whf; might need 

a e s i s ~ a n e e  i n  coming up t o  the podium to apsak, plea@@ Let 

the folke a t  chc r e g i s t r a t ~ o n  desk know, as thare rs an 

~CIC(E"SB ramp t o  rhe etage, and other fame of aseistanca can 

be provided as necessary. W i t h  that eaid, l e t  s move into 

the more substsntxva pert of the  public hearing. 

As you m y  already know, ae pare of the 

December 1998 Settlement Agreement' the agencies 

represented here oa the stage today agreed to ps r t i c iga t e  

an the preparation of a l?xogrammat~c ~nvironmental Impact 

Statement on che lmpacts of Mountaintop Minlng and their 

Asaoelated Valley F i l l 8 ,  The puspoee of thxs ProgrnmmaCic 

EIS,  as specified i n  the Settlement Agreement, was 

2 
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considering developing agency policies, guidance, and 

coordinated agency decision making pracesees to minimrza to 

the maximum extent: gracticabla, the adverse environmental 

affects to waters of t h e  United States and the f i ~ h  and 

wildlife resources affected by mountaintop minmg 

operations arid to the environmental seaources that could be 

s f  Eected by the s ize  and laeation of excem spoil disposal 

sites and valley fills. In the time period since t h e  

Settlement Agreement, the aqmcfea have di l igmt ly  wrked 

on the EI9. The agenclss' efforts culminated in the 

development and release of this draft EIS document for 

public review On May 2Ph .  m a  usual review period fox a 

draft BPS is 45 days, however, recognizing the wiclesprrad 

Iiiteresr in the document and the need to provide euf Picicnt 

t i m e  for the public to work their way through the 

complexxtxes of its content, we have extended the time 

frame for revnew and comment. A 90 day public review and 

comment period wli I end at clor~e of business on August 2 g t h ,  

2003. 

Tfrzer is one of two public hearings planned irt 

assoc~atian with the development of this document. The 

purpose of these hearings is to hear comment8 on the draft 

EIS. We cannot respond to your comments durmg the 

hearings. Your cements will be transcribed and we w i l l ,  

3 

rekipand to the% in writing ae part. o f  the f i n a l  ETS. Re 

are hers today to listen to you, to hear what you have to 

say relevant to the continued dmmlopmant: of the ers 

document. We recognize that: many organizations and 

individualB wanted to coment, so we have structured these 

sessions to offer as many as possible the  opportunity to do 

so, Thxs 1s a two-part session. The first sesston nuzs 

from 2 : O D  to 5 : 0 0  p+m., em3 the secorrd from 7:00 to Z1:Oo 

p.m. So :,that we may be sure we have provided everyone who 

may choose to apeak, an opportunity to do so, we muat Limit: 

the speaking time to f i v e  m i t z u t e s .  Some of yau m y  have 

more comment@ than can bc~ acldreesed in f i ve  minutes. Tf 

so, you are encouraged to submit these additional thoughre 

and comments in writing. You do not need to speak here in 

order to erlibmit: comentrs. You may subm~t written comments 

to the attention of Mr. John Forren, U.S. EPA. 36A30 1650 

Arch Gtreec , Philadelphia, Pennsylvanizt 19103, through the 

close of the coment period on August 2 P h ,  2 0 0 3 .  We also 

have grovidcsd a comment: box at the registrat m n  table, If 

you chooae to, you may place your written comntEc on the 

Draft EIS in that box and w e  will see that they are 

conaidered, along with all the ccther written and oral 

comment E; . 
As we continue with today1 s public hearirlg, we 
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would like to take a few momenta to make you, ware of some 

of the ground rules f o r  thie hearing and describe how w e  

intend to proceed. As xndicated on the sign at the 

entrance i n t o  the bailding, for safecy reasions and so that: 

all participants can see the public hearing, we've asked 

that everyone pleaee refrain from bringing in as displaying 

signs, banners, or poseera in the building, We ask that 

you please be courteous with others who are speaking ar,d 

r a f r a i ~  from expressing support or opposition to comntenta 

the speaker is making. As we premed through the hearing, 

if you have naed, for whatever reason, to reference the 

draft EIS or appendices, copie~ of them documents are 

available for reference in the foyer entrance. Also, if: 

you did not already receive a M) version of the draft BIB 

document, a limited number of CD's of the draft document 

a re  available at t h e  reference table on a first come, firsr: 

serve, basis. 3f we run out and you would like t o  receive 

a CD copy, you may aleo leave your name an& address watB 

the person at the reference desk and a CD of the draft 

document will be rnalfcd to you. 

As previously stated, in order to speak at this 

hearing, you must ssgieter at the registration d e ~ k  in the 

foyer or entranceway, indicating your desire to @peak, If 

yo3 didn't come here intending to speak, but change your 

5 

mind during the course of the hearing, you, too, mse 

register at the registration desk. Our planned Eive minute 

eonfort breaks approximately every hour should provide the 

opportunity for you to register to speak, if you haven't 

already done 80, You may not,  and I want to repeat: it., you 

may not reglaccr to ape& and then give any portmn of 

your spesklng t i m e  to anyone else. If you speak and do not 

take the full dive minutes allotted, we will procoed with 

the next speaker on the list. Ho one person may apeak more 

than once. We'll be calling out the names of those people 

who sxgned up to speak In the order in whtch we receive 

cham. I will annsunca each person, as well as tho next 

name. Xn order to keep things moving as eEEic~ently as 

poosibla, as the speaker is coming up on the podxum to 

speak, we're going to ask that you come up t o  this side of 

the podium, m d  the second parson, for example, we ask that 

you move down t o  the  front row. 

In order to keep thznga movillg ae efficiently 

as possible, as the speaker is coming up on the podium to 

speak, the next poreon to speak is askad to move toward che 

podium. Again, you must limit your comments to no more 

than five minutes. At the four minute mark, we will hold 

up a card indicating tha t  you have one minute remainicg, so 

that you can b a g m  vindxng up your comments. fn  Eaisnelss 
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Dink Shackelford, Virginia Mining Association 

t o  everyone? who wishes to speak, when we hold up the card 

rndrcatxng that your time has expired, please end your 

comments, If you have more comments, o r  juet want to 

s~hmit writ ten commsnts, you may place it In the box at the 

registrat ion table that waa provided for receiving writ ten 

comments or inall it to  the previously ~dentrfied EPA 

PhiladeLphza address. 1 want to add one thmg here for the 

written comments. The timekeeper that wtt have, the cluck 

that we have, makes a ticking nolse, so plea~e don't get 

excired about that ticking noise. It wzil ring at the txme 

when the f lve mimeas 1s up. Again, all coments wxLl be 

transcr~bed. We aek those that are speaking to please 

speak clearly, loudly enough to be heard, and t o  be mzndful 

of the fact that the transcriber 1s trymg to catch 

everything you're saying. If che transcriber ie havxng 

df f f xculty hearing or understandrng what you are saymg, 

they may stop you and ask you to apeak up and/or repeat 

what: you just sai4. we ask that you begin speaking by 

clearly statmg yous fzsst and last name and indicating the 

camunlry and the state chat you are from. When 

transcribed, the oral comments and wrl t ten comment e wil 1 be 

rncorporated into a comment sumnary document and wfil be 

part of: the final X I S  dooument, All coment~~ will be 

constderad rn developmarit of a final EL3 document. Copes 

7 

request in am+oclation with the publication of the final 

EXS. 

The first speaker is Dean Shackelford, The 

second ageaker w~ll be Bill Caylor. While the fir& two 

speakers are making t h e i r  way to the podium, 1'11 ask each 

o f  the agency representatives to introduce therneelves. 

After the intr~ductiona, I"11 say, "Mr. Shatkelford, please 

continue." 

Mitchell Snow, U.6. Fish and Wildlife Service. 

X'm Russ Hunter with the West Virginia 

Degart;mfLnt of EnviravlmantaL Protection. 

And I'm John Furren wich EPh. 

Katherine Trott with the U . S .  Corps of 

Engineers. 

And I ' m  J e f f  Coker with the O f f i c e  of Surface 

Hining , 

I would Like to t h ~ n k  this 

committee for the opportunity to submit comments concerning 

the Draft of the Prrogrfimmatzc Environmental Impact 

Statement. 1 am sink Shackelford, executive director of 

the Virginia Mining Association, or brMA. VMA repr@Sents 

over seventy percent. of a l l  tha coal mines in Virginia. 

- --- 
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We're comprised of more than sevency members made up of 

coal producers ar.d various vendors and supglie~ who provide 

services to the  coal mining induatrgr. In short, we 

represent  thousands of hardworking coal minera m d  

t~xpaying citizene, their families and companies i n  

Virginia. 

With regard to the proposed Ef9, any changes to 

the existing rule5 need to be considerate of potential 

rarnificationo that hinder khe mining industry's ability to 

provide the economical energy demanded by the American 

public, Virginia coal mining fnduatq ha8 ddemanetrated 

itself as capable to mine coal reoponeibly, while providing 

lands suitable for a diverse range of  activitien, mineral 

lands suitable far facilities such aa hoagitale, schools, 

shopping centere, as well ae farm and timber production 

have devel.oped through the mining in Virginia. Many raioe 

concern, that the proposed rules will drastically inhibit 

future development of level lands in Southwest Virginia 

through mining. For decades, profensional planners have 

declared the number one problem Chat hinders economic 

development i n  the Central Appalachians i s  t h e  lack of 

level developable land. The mining indus~ry has helped i n  

the past: and can help in the future ;:to create level useable 

land, ready for humn development: within our region. It is 

9 

our fear that; m y  r lation that goes too far in curbing 

these currently accepted practices of the last twenty years 

will be detrimental to tha region in bath the short and 

long run. In Virginfin, we've built miles o f  waterline i n  

area8 that everyone sa id  why build those there. Na one 

will ever build anything there. Well, they were wrong. 

Nomes and b~sir,ssae8 has sprung up all along those miles o f  

then lonely waterlines, just as developmertt will occur on 

these manmade level arras crestad as a res\llt of today's 

mining. Don't deprive us of future development by 

eliminating the incentive to davelop these lands. 

The regulation of mining doea not need to be 

made more cwkraome by multzple federal agencies and 

burea~cratic regulations, The over2apping -- the more 

overlapping and the more attempts by federal agencies to 

entrench thamselvee and job security by seizing dominance 

over the Office of Surface Mining and the various atam 

mine regulatory agencies' reoponsibilities is a traveaty 

upnn the American cltlzene who demand energy at an 

economically reasonabLe price and the working people who 

meet this demand, Xt further diamicsses all the empirical 

environmental progress made by our efforts to protecr the 

environment: and create usable land in the l a s t  twenty 

years, I n  shor t ,  th i s  regulatory act could be one huge 

10 
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Bill Caylor, Kentucky Coal Association 

step backward&. 

Thank you a g a n  Eox allowing me t o  make these 

comments. VMR and i t m  members a re  proud to be a p a r t  of 

t hm process and t o  be providing economical energy t o  

mill ions of Americans. 

;, After Mr. Caylor, our next r?rpeaker 

w 3 l l  be Rebecca Hullins. 

I have about; t e n  or twelve 

minutes lined up In presmntntione and have worked on i t .  

I wag wanting to gave a lot: of fac ts  and figures &ut; 

Kentucky, and t a lk  on the importance of the coal induetry 

and i t s  effect on the econcmy, but t h i s  lirnrted f ive  

minutes ie throwing things a l i t t l e  b i t  out of kilter. 

Sometimes I wonder, you know, why they even s t ructure  

things t h i s  way, but I will, to t h e  beet of my ab i l i t y ,  

work within tha t  time frame, For my benefit, could I see 

a ahow of hands of the people tha t  are here t o  speak i n  

Bugport of the coal. induecry and the  good job it's doing on 

the environment and lche economy. I want: to thank you a l l  

for coming. 'I would encourage each and every one o f  you r o  

-just take your tune anel jus t  walk up here and say my name 

i s ,  and state your name, and just  Bay, "I support t h e  coal 

industry . " 

Kentucky hee been a hiatcdrlcal leader fn t h i a  

mining coal aver the years. Currenely, we're number thre@ 

behind West Virginia and Wyoming. We mine -- our 

production peak i s  about 179 mill ion tons i n  1990. We're 

down t o  about probably 120 Million tans  last yeas and we're 

going t o  go down another 10 percent thie year. We have, 

s e  of 2000, we had close t o  15,000 coal miners, making 

about $46,000.06 a year on average, Because we had close 

t o  I f ,  000 miners, we had a multiplied e f f e c t  of three that  

would ~mploy more people. We paid a Hundred and Forty 

MlLlion roughly i n  severance taxes .  We generate other 

taxes of over Four EIundred Thousand i n  other general 

revenuae t o  Che Sta te  of Kentucky. When we s e l l  uur cod, 

we recelva a t o t a l  of a l i t t l e  aver Three Bil l ion  Dollars 

for the coal,  and of t h a t ,  w e  sell about eighty percent of 

our coal, or more, out of s t a t e  and we brought i n  2 . 5  

Bi l l ion  from twenty-seven s t a t e s  and eleven countries.  

That's a l o t  of money t o  brxng i n t o  t he  S t a t e  of Kentucky 

and means a lot t o  the economy. Moot of that money stay$ 

i n  the  Btate of Kentucky and c i r cu l a t e s  i n  terms of wages, 

benef i t s ,  purchases of eguxgment , So, it' s r ea l ly  

important, our industry, t a  the S t a t e  of Kentucky. We're 

l i k e  the  Saudi Arabia, how they taka aur money overseas. 

Wetre! brlnging rnoniea l i k e  tha t  in to  Kentucky and it's 
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turning around and around in our state economy. So, it's 

rea l ly  important and I appreciate the Job that yov a l l  are 

doing. 

We provide this country with cheap electricity. 

The rate for Kentucky electricity is 4.1 cent: per kilowatt 

hour, and this is the basis for the economic recovery of 

this country is on cheap electsiciry. If the price of 

electricity goes up, I~'B going t o  slow the economy, it's 

going to #:Low the recovery. So ~ t ' a  critical in thla 

country that we do things that will be a poeitivrt step to 

generate ecarxomic ftctivitiae. Coal generatee 97 percent; of 

Kentucky'e electricity. tda generate 52 percent: of the 

nacionrs electrxcicy and that'e going to fall a little bit 

this year. Probably natural gaa i a  going to rnake some 

inrcads, but coai will stay a t  least 50 percent of the 

electricity production in thla country, Pfuclear comes in 

secmdi at 20 percent, natural gas at 16 percent, and, like 

X aald, that may go up ro 2 0 ,  but 1 feel it's gmng to 

start conling back down, because the price of natural gases 

has shot up three to four times. Then you have hydraulic 

7 percent, oil and renewables. Renewables make up about 2 

percent of our electricity production, and i r  does not: from 

the windmille, it aoes not ccme from the solar panel@. So, 

coal is the work hosaa, the aolld work horse of t h i s  

13 

country t o  ganerate aleetncl ty,  a& Z urge you not to (Zo 

anything that would change that. 

Wa pay a lot uf taxes.  W e  pay 35 c e n t s  a ton 

for the abandoned mine fund to reclaim the old abandoned 

mine lands that were pre-1977, We've paid the Kentucky 

operators arounc? Seven Hundred and Ezghty-Four Million 

&Ice about 2 0 0 0 .  And, nationally, nearly S i x  Billion has 

been paid, and there's one and a NaZE Billion j u ~ t  sitting 

there In Washington, waiting to be used to reclaim some of 

the old abandoned lands that were pre-1977, The production 

in Kentucky has been declining over the number of years. 

Tha number of mines In the last fifteen years or so haa 

declined at least by 80 percent. The employment has 

dropped probably 6l percent in that period of time. Over 

the last couple of yeare, that's probably even exacerbated 

and gotten worse. The current activity is what'a been 

swlny us. The American coal miner is probably the most 

productive worker in America, and productivity increases 

has shown a 77 percent increaee. That's how we've been 

able to afford to ehrmk everything and stay In busidem 

and compete on mch a competitive market, 

Nationally, mining over the l a ~ t  ten or twelve 

yeare has atay& flat* Eastern Missi~sqq?i and Western 

Miasiesippi received the growth and that g r o ~ t h  is comlng 
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Rebeca Mullins, private citizen 

from that area called the P w ~ r  Rrver Basin, which i e  Long 

and we've! seen their production go from 164 Million tons in 

1988 to almoat 400 Million tons today. Last year, it wae 

almost 375 Million tons, That's where all the product~on 

i s  coming am3 that's where the jobs - -  that's where all the 

action is. It's not east of the Miseiesippi, and 

espec iaUy not in Kentucky. And one might ask why is all 

this minmg happening there. It'% because the seams of 

coal are 40 to 50 feet thick, as oppased to here in 

Kentucky where we mine coal that is 3 to 4 Eeer thick, 

Production trends in Kentucky has bean 

decreasing. He probably mined close to 220 Million cone 

Last year, This year, with the trend.,.. 

Y o w  time is expiring. 

I'm eorry about chat. But I'm 

going to in closing say two things. We need to back off 

the policy, the change In policies. We need to get back to 

where we were several years ago and make this investment 

helpful and we do not need more regalations. Thank you. 

%R. C$J$Q$&i After Ms. MuL1ins, our next speaker 

will be Veronica Sawyers. Bennett Sawyers i s  after Mo. 

Veronica Sawyere. 

My name ia Rebecca Mullins 

and P 'm  f ram dackerun, &i~biand has worked in 

the coal Erelda since 1978, and we've raxsed two chlldren 

f r o m  hia lncome from the strip 3obs. Thle area is 

dependent on the coal. and mountaintop removal. Hi thout the 

jobs we have because of tfixs indu~try, most o f  this area 

waul6 have to relocate. What us6 are Che mountains to us 

other than coal? My husband worka for Miller Brothera C o a l  

COmpany and he opesaees a Dll dozer. They have a great 

woxk record for the aafety of choir men and they do a great 

job at reclairnlng. For instance, without mountasntop 

removal, we w m l d  not have bean able to build the Coal 

Field Xndustrial Park. We have hard t h e m  with every 

factory closing and going overaeas and leaving t h i s  area 

with nothing. When are you gomg to 8tart thinking about 

us L n ~ c a a d  of the environment? de don't have much here 

that we can make a llving at. They are too many rulee and 

too many regulations that are Btrangling thm area, Just 

to mention a few are tobacco and logging industry and the 

new regulatiam on coal fields, This area is ao depressed 

that many people are already out of work. What are we 

going t o  do abwt our lzvelihcrod when you take the strip 

jabs away? Are you going to come hers and Feed our 

families and pay our bills? T don't think so. 

You sit up in your office8 and decide what5e 
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Bennett Sawyers, private citizen 

sumomdl to be goo& for us. Wall, all 4: can esy is that we 

need our 3obs, because we can't afford t o  have our lives 

destroy&. You can go home and think of other thlngs to 

do, but I t hmk  that every time you f l z p  the switch to turn 

lights on or use your thermostat f o r  electric and air 

conditioning and heat, you should think of the coal that 

wae stripped to make i t  crvaslable at such a reasonable 

price. And when you take our livelihood away from us, I 

hope you r@mmber every man, woman and child you destroyed 

w ~ t h  your intrusions in our lives, Thank you very much and 

you all have a nice day. 

After Bennet t  Sawyers, our next 

apsaker will be Lonnie Starnes, 

My name rs Bennett 8awysr~ 

and I'm from linott County, Kentucky, and I ' d  like to apaak 

a little bit on rh i e  wuntaintop removal. They shouldn't 

be allowed L o  divert: their water onto other -- unless we're 
being paid for our groperty, and downetream and tearlng up 

our property. I% moot against  t he  working man or the 

mountaintop removal, but: I am aga lmt  de8troy~ng prlvate 

property. You should put t h e  water on the people! that you 

pay the money to, that you're buying the property, And 

youf re destroying the timber, I can't see whaC you're 

dozng with it. Some of it is pushed over the hill anb 
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burned. 

And another thing, too, on the blasting. 

You're blastmg, the ones that is using blasting, it 'rr too 

heavy. Tr is destroying our ~ O U B ~ E I ,  the footers. It's 

busting up the foundations zn the house. Wen the plctures 

on t h e  wa31 fa1l off the wall., and I ' v e  seen refrigerators 

move, bounce up o f f  of the floor, %ow, t h a c  1s too 

powerful. They rahould appxeclate the people around hare 

and respect them more, and not do thxnge like that, because 

1 know tharelo a law that they're breaking. They're 

breaking the Lwiw, because they ' re  blasting too heavy, and 

f know, because five men them set those selamographs and 

X1ve seen them be right: beside the houee. I sure have, I 

seen one shaking his head now and I know, he said I thought 

you had seen it, The engineer was standing right; there and 

had ~t in the ground and smiled, 

As I said, T'm not against the working m n  and 

ncc against mowtaJntop removal, but they should do it 

right, and maybe these hollow fills and thew ponds that 

they're bullding are endangering orhex people's lives down 

below them, downstream, and all of thi~ loose dirt and 

rocke is going Into the lakca and filling up the lakes. 

Fish Trap Lake i s  catctllng ~t a l l ,  i n  Pike County, and if 

you don't belleve me, go up there and look at: it, because 
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Lonnie Stams, private citizen Donald Rex Napier & John Blankenship, private citizens 

they've Been moantaintop removal, all around ma right therer 

so thatJ8 about all I've got to my. 

I f  you'll allow ma ta Bpeak on a little 

lqging, will you do that, on logging. 

This don' t have anything to do with 

Lagging. 

Mr, Sawers: Don't have nothmg to do with 

that? Okay. Thank you. 

Apparently, same people in the back 

are havtng trolible henring. Please feel free to move 

forward and we'll try to speak a little bit closer to the 

mike when you speak, and you cry to get a little closer co 

the mike so they can hear et little more clearly, After Nr. 

Staxnae, our next speaker will be Donald Rex, 1 think It's 

Napf er . 
My name i a  Lonnie Starne 

an8 I'm f r o m  Hazard, Kentucky, and I'm for the mountaxntop 

removal. I think mountaintop removal in one of the best 

thinge that happens zn Eastern Kentucky. 1 worked 32 years 

in mountaint;op ramoval and yo2 can go back there where you 

can build stuff on it and water and stuff is good. I ' m  f o r  

mounttaintop remval, Thank you. 

Hit. COflOB; Donald Rex Napier. After Mr. 

Napier, John BLankenakip wr21 be our mxt speaker. 

f 'm Donald Rex Napier. 

I've lived here most: all my life. I was born and raxsed in 

Perry County. klithout mountaintop removal In this area, 

the CxCy  of Hazard would not be aa it today, nor would 

we have improvcmnts o f  the road and the areas chat we have 

here, and I feel that the addition of sdditxanal 

regulations ia unwarranted. Publxc Law 95 ser forth 

perimeters that have been followed by the coal industry and 

have cleaned up enomus amount of scream arsae in this 

&re?& from the old pre-law mining days, and 1 feel that the 

addrtmn aE additional burdens on the coal ~nduerry is 

unwarranted and unnecessary. Thank you. 

After Ms. Blankenehip, our next 

speeker will be Harlan Farler. 

r want t o  thank che panel 

for the oppartunity to speak. My name is Johr. Blanksnehip. 

1' live in Pioneer, Terzns9seb. I've worked in Kentucky In 

the coal fields rhe past thirty years. I think that a lot 

of the bad reputat~on that the coal Industry has picked up 

1s because we've not looked ac what the industry has done 

since the passage of the '77 Act .  Any of the requlacions 

or the papera 1 read, I don't see anything that's spoken 

-------- 
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Harlan Fader, Jt, private citizen John Ledington, private citizen 

a b u t  the waters we've cleaned up, the femoral e s t r e m  

we've created, the internittent streams we've created, and 

in certain cams the perennial streams we've restorsd. A l l  

we hear is about the head a£ the hollow chat we've filled. 

But when I came here today, and you look around Hazard, you 

see the hospital, you ssp a lot of  developente arwnd here 

are a l l  done on s t r i p  mined land, Those would noe be here 

without sufficient area to develop those sites on. X think 

that rhc industry has done a great job since the passage of 

the ' 7 7  Act, r think we have cleaned up much more than we 

have interrupted, and I belleve that if you look at the 

303D lint, you're going to sea that mining doesn't really 

Impact a lot of t h e  waters in the  State of Kentucky, but  

there is a lot oE impact from other things, Kayba we 

ahould concentrate our efforte on working on cleaning up 

the  majority of the problems, since we* re doing auch a good 

job keeping ours clean and t a k e n  care o f .  Thanks, I 

appreciate i t .  

After Mr. Farmer, our next speaker 

will be John Ledingron. 

Ky name as Harlan ~arler, 

Jr., and E l m  a Perry Cottnty reeident all rrry life and T work 

fo r  Pine Branch Coal Salee and I think we do a good job on 

mclairning , Ple % got: wttle on O.W -.. not our cattle but 

cattle on the lands we strip and they cut hay off a f  it, 

They's deer on there,  they's turkey on there, They9@ all 

kinde, you know, development to where you can build on 2t, 

or paeturize it do about anythxng you want to, and khe old 

hi'ilsides, you can't do nothing wtth it, because it's 

straight up and dawn, you kmw, I ' m  a l l  for atslp mining. 

It' B how we support our families. It looks like the other 

jobst are getrmg bed an& everything relates to the coal 

fields, I know chat some companies does a lot better job 

at reclaimxng than what ochers do, but just because one 

company gives ue a black eye,  don't make everybody have a 

black eye in the coal fields. 

A f t e x  Mr. Ledrngton, our next 

speaker will be Dave pllaclrabee. 

Thank you all far  letting me 

be here and have w time to talk to you today, I ' m  a mine 

engineer. I've spent my whole career here in the coal 

industry. You know, Z kind of l i ke  to look at it from a 

wildlife standpoint. X like to fish and hunt and 80 on, I 

guees as anybody in the room, and, you h o w ,  I've seen a 

Lot of really good reclamatlon and I've? seen a l o t  of good 

habitat created and, you Wow, t think that therei rj many 
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Dave Mockabee, private citizen 

habi ta t ion  created and a l i t t l e  b i t  of edge e f f ec t  that 

we've created by some of the  areas t h a t  we've reclaimed and 

so on, at' a been a good thmg.  Also, I think we've learned 

a l o t  about refores ta tmn and things af tha t  nature t ha t ,  

you know, we've shown that  we can do a good jab with 

regulations and I really don't see any reason t o  t r y  to  do 

anything any different. I think we're get t ing  be t t e r  a l l  

the t i m e ,  Thank you. 

COKIR; After M r .  Mockabee, our next 

~peake r  w i l l  be Roger Jones. 

Thank you, committee gentlemen. 

My nem ia Dave Mockabee and 4 live a t  Lunftan, Kentuaky and 

rlm the branch manager For Wfiayne Supply a t  both Corbin and 

Hazard f a c i l i t i e s ,  Coal mining directly impacts a lo t  of 

employment throughout chis group. I'm primarily ta lk ing of 

Wnayne Supply, i t s  eighty-nine employees in  Hazard, a 

hunflret? and f i f t y  i n  Corbin, and counting Pikevtl le and 

ashland, probably up t o  four hundred employees i n  Eastern 

Kentucky, and also impacts twelve hundred employees 

&atewide, 

The environment: t ha t  we deal with hare i n  

Itenttlcky, I think tha t  coal mining has absolutely cleaned 

i t s  act up i n  the last several yeara. Our Hazard f a c i l l t y ,  

as  a matter of fact ,  sets on strip mining, its reclaimed 
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rnlning. Qn s t r i p  land i s  the  bacpital, restaurants,  wtsk 

and qui te  a f e w  manufacturing f a c i l i t i e s .  And i n  t rymg t o  

make a comment here about the rocks t ha t  go t o  the  lake, I 

d idn ' t  think rocks flowed down the  l akea ,  X think they 

s tay  Ln the creeks. I think the water qual i ty  problems o r  

comente ;ltve heard, are mare directly r e l a t ed  rowards 

sewer probably than they are mining, and evan tha t ,  tha t  

was clr4aned up by the Pride program. My bent concern i s  to  

put mare pressure E r m  mis-informed paop: e ,  as the thing 

happened here recently with the ai rpor t ,  with eom buyers 

o f  Land here i n  Eastern Kentucky, and the articles 1 read 

about that, I waa quzte concerned, because they dxdnf t t a l k  

&out: reclaiming and they d i d n ' t  f i l e  the rec la in~ land. 

And the reclaim land i s  xmportant t o  u s .  It makes us :and, 

it guts  f a c i l i t i e s  down and zt helps get jobs here. 

Tha wildl i fe  i n  Kentucky has improved. We've 

all, the o m s  tha t  lxve here and work hers, have men the 

deer, the elk, and the tu rkey ,  and twenty years ago, we 

dldn ' t  see st, 

Energy ~ndependence is important: to  t h i e  

country. We read abouc it: and we hear abouc kt every day, 

and I don't thznk wa need t o  take that away from our 

country. I t l a  a major i m u e  with t h i ~  ~ o u n t r y  and I think 

i t ' s  important to  be considered. 
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Roger Jones, private citizen 

In @hart, I'm for mcsuntaintop removal In 

Kentucky, if  it'^ done correctly. And the mining companies 

out there today do it right. Thank you very much. 

A f t e r  Mr. Jones, our next speaker 

will be L e a n a d  Davis. 

Good afternoon. Thank you for 

this opportuntcsy to comerit on the El'$, dealing with exccll~s 

spoil dtsposal, mountaintop removal, and valley fille, M y  

name is Roger Jones. I wals bftm and raised in Wise Ceunty, 

Virginia, I ' m  a registered professionaJ engineer in 

Vrrginia, West Virginia, and Kentucky. 1 have worked in 

the coal industry for the last twenty-five years, including 

numerous coal surface mining operations. My father and two 

brothers also work in the coal industry. Tlle coal industry 

provxdes us .jab8 and wlLowa us to provide for our families. 

T am proud to be working in the coal i~dustry, along with 

many hardworking coal ninera, pcofecrsiona%s an& the four to 

six other support jobs that the coal induatry psovxdes. 1 

lend my support as a friend of the coal industry. 

Our industry hag for decades and continues to 

provide energy independence for our nation. The world's 

enargy needs has been pred~cted to grow between 34 to 46 

percent: by t k ~ ?  year 2010. Reasonable availability of 

electrical energy from coal provzdeo the engine for 
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economic dewelopnt antl energy inrlep-&&@nee and ascurity. 

Unlike some forms of energy, coal. poees few aecurity issues 

durlng production d~stributiort, storage, or electrical 

production. 

The coal lndustsry continues to face many 

uncertainties and struggle8 for its very exxstsnce, 

including undeterminable and uncertain productxon costs: 

market eompetztion; inability or wiilingness of surety 

companies to provide bonding for coal operations; 

envi ronwntal over regulat i o n  along with eeemingly never 

ending lawsuits: the clean air act, with regulation of S02, 

MOX, mercury, and maybe carbon dioxide and wbo knows what 

else; the clean water act and TMDLtta. 

Y e t ,  my challenge to you is to consider which 

one of us would volunteer ourselves or our childrm. to turn 

out the Zxghte and the electricity off an& be one of the 53 

percent to do withbut rhe benefit8 of coal produced 

electricity in our dally lives. 

same people, X believe, not only favor the 

elimination of mountaintop scmotfal surface mining, but 

favor the Cotal elmdnakion of any coal min+ng altogether 

through hidden agendas of environmental extremism without 

regard to balancing our own and our nations energy and 

security needs. 

26 

---- 

MTMNF Draft PElS Public Comment Compendium B-I 5 Section B - Kentucky Afternoon Session 



Leonard W* Davis, private citizen 

The coal idastry provides direct job~ and many 

economic benefits throqh taxes on coal, w h ~ c h  support 

vital. eervicea to schools, police, Eire departments, publxc 

highways, emergency services. 

Some believe that mountaintop removal rining 

ehould be eliminatad and turn to the court system to pursue 

this effort. Y e t  coal companies submt for public review 

and struggle to obtain an approved permit; for their mining 

operations and mine and reclaim under stringent rules and 

regulations. 

Of the three proposed action alternative@ 

t h a t ' e  provided i n  tba ET.9, 1; would support alternative #3 ,  

which I believe will provide sufficient additional 

environmental information in order for regulatory agencies 

ta jointly acldresa the concerne of the? stakeholdere and 

make environmentally sound deciaiona on permit 

applications. 

H o w e v e r ,  f would also like to express my much 

conccxn that the cost a@sociatiori w ~ t h  obtaining a permit 

i e  ever incrsaazng and some tlmsiller reserve areas are being 

eLunZnatred due to th~se costs. West Virginia coal 

prodlrction i n  the first quarter o f  2003 dropped by 15 

percent, nearly 15 Million tone from last year, yet 

electrxal power coneutnptron increased by nearly 2 percent 
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last year. Coal rs Fn increased aernand for electrical 

generation, with little or no incrsame in price, while 

natural gae prices have nearly doubled. Why ia that? Y e t ,  

the coal induatxy continues to exgerlsncle cutbacks, layoffs 

and many companxes are rn bankruptcy. 

This ends my comments for WXbqf. Thank you. 

After MI?, Dams, our next 

commentator will be Harry Fields. 

&EQNAW I, RAVES t My name i s  Leonard Davis and 

1 appreciate the chance uf standing before you today. I've 

worked in the coal fields for twenty-five years and I think 

it's rhe most committed labor industry that I've eves had 

any dealinge with. I think that we a91 need to concentrate 

together and find a ~olutim ta these problems, instead of 

finding a way to end them, I ' m  grotid that I work in the 

coal industry, and I thank char. if w e  pool our resourtee 

together and the technology we've got today, that we c m  

come out a good solutions. Thank you. 

A f t e r  Mr. F ~ e l d @ ,  our next speaker 

will be Paul David, and T apoiog~ze on the laat name, f 

canit hardly read it, TaWler, I ' m  going to t ~ y  that. 

Spell that for me, please. 

1 think i t ' s  T-a-m-b-1-e-r. 

- 
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Harry Fields, private citizen 

Thank you, 

HARRY EPIE~DSL Thank you ladies and gentlemen. 

T appreciate the opportunity to speak thie evenfng, T i m  

Harry Fselds and X 1 m  a mining engineer m d  1 represent 

several land companies and holding companies on sevaral 

thotlaand acres of minerals, and also 1 do a Lot of 

permlttllng in the coal mduetry and have worked in it since 

the early 2970ts ,  and I ' d  like to make a couple of 

comments. We do -- we don't need any more regulatione, we 

actually need to roll back some. 

One of the things you hear a lot of, and 

especially the news media and environmentalists, we're 

talking about: mountetinrop removal, you hear about rhs 

eliminakion of thousands o f  miles of stream, Well, the 

govarnmentle definition of a stream, let mcl juet give you 

an example. If you own a home and it doesn't have a yard 

and we have rain like we've got out here, you have a down- 

spout and the water pooling across that yard, if have 

a stream that's two inches deep and four inches wide, by 

definition, that's a stream, and it could even be srnallar. 

Now, with the Corp of Engineer right now, to get a permit, 

they evaluate these streams, and we're asseased on a per 

faor between $100,00 and $400.00 per foot per stream 

litigation, Now, lf you're a landowner ar,d you wanted to 
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build a flowerbed in your yard that would effect; a 10 foot 

of stream, now when you're talking about by law, you should 

be paying the government $1,000 .OO to $4,000.00 juet to 

build that little flowerbed. And what people in the news 

media don't put: in, when most people dies, a stream: or  1 

visualize it a5 aamething that's probably a stream that's 

20 foot wide, 2 foot deep and flows year round, bat by 

federal definition, it's not a @cream. I mean that is a 

stream, but it's not: what we're dealing with. There i s  a 

width that we deal with, or a stream that normally don' t 

have any water flow on most of cur hollow EIZls, durlng 

that year, it's  till constraining a high ramfall period. 

The other thing, to get  away from cha t ,  is the 

E i ~ h  and wJ.ldllfe. You know, wetve actually been -- we did 

have s good program, having f Ssh and wiLdZif e habitat an 

reclamation far our mountain tops, and t h i s  has been 

eliminated basScal3y, but we did e good jab. We brought 

back a lot of wildlife to the area. The areas are 

reclaimed with fieh and wildlife, can be uaed for 

industrial, bur, before, we didn't have any turkey or deer, 

Now we've got elk, turkey, deer, coyote, fox, you name the 

apecias that have come back that we didn't have before, and 

under a gaod regulated program, we can improve that. And 

-- --- 
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Paul David Taulbee, private citizen 

I was raised here in Eaatern Kentucky, and without 

mountamtop removal o r  areas that are developed from strip 

mlnzng, we're just ltmited to building along streams, in 

the f l a t  areas beside the stream, and, usually, that: may 

even be in the Efood plane. 

So, you know, the coal industry has suffered a 

l o t ,  but we've changed a lot, We've come a long way since 

the regulations in 1977, pre-law, m d  I don't think that 

more regulations that's adverse to the coal industry i a  

gomg to help. I think itf s going to harm. An& we're 

losing all of our people, they're moving out as the jobs 

decreaee, so that's one bad thirig. And, then, e f f  a 

representative of the mineral induetry, we boughc and paid 

for zhze coal yeare ago, and E represent several million 

tons of coal, and l f  we can't mine it that would be 

affected by mountaintop removal, then that' ES a tafcmg of 

our mineral, an& 1 think that if the federal government is 

going to do that, then they ought eo be considering paying 

for that mineral, because it's 8 taking from us. 

And I just -- I wish that you would reeonetider 
and not, on the new regulations, and i f  you do anything, is 

come back and revise some of them thatis not: =early as 

strict and I apprec2at.e the opportunity to speak to this 

group today. Thank you very much. 

3 1 

This will bs our last speaker 

before our five minute comfort break. 

Well, the difficulty with 

my name does not reflect: too well on a retired school 

teacher, but 3: am Paul David TaulSee. My family originated 

in Breathicc County and I come from a long line of coal 

miners. My grandfather came up here in 1912 and he! were a 

logger when the reitroad$ were extended to Hazard, and he 

went on up to Jeff, Kentucky, and he helped gur in Kenmont 

Coal Company, and my grandfather worked From 1915 t o  1952. 

He waa there when the fir& load of coal left Kenmont tzll 

the company shut down in 1952. 

Hy father was a coal miner and he put twenty- 

eight yea+% in. His latter part of the coal --  he went 

into the mmes when ha w m  seventeen years old. 

Now, after I r e t i r e d  f ro% reaching Fn 1997, 1 

got a -- took a position with the Hazard-HearLB Newspaper, 

and, praise the Lord, I'm not a trained journalist, because 

when 1 go to a rneetmg such as this, I don't come in here 

with a story already written, 1 write the story about. what 

took place, and I'll tell you what, 1 am sick and I am 

tired of people who have never lived in Eastern. Kentucky, 

but come in here and defi le  us and tell us what we should 

be doing. We bow, brother, we know, and s~sterrs, w e  know 
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what needs ta be done. we have Amexlican txcsaps bn the Hid- 

EaBt and if we weren't so dependent upon the imported oil 

for our energy need, I doubt very seriously if we'd hear on 

the news tonight that two more American soldiers were 

killed in Iraq and we have a fossil fuel right hers in 

Eastern Kentucky and the Powder Basin down In Montana has 

produced a13 tha energy that we need. We have engineer, 

Bill Caylor, we've got engineers in t h h  America that can 

burn coal and burn it safely. We're gojng to do it, we're 

going to build a power plant down here t ha t  ' s going to burn 

about 10 Million tons a year, 

Let me talk about that coal severance tax .  It 

has bro~ght millfone of dollars back to Perry Camty and co 

other counties in the Eastern Kentucky Coal Fields, and w e  

m e  chat to build infrastructure, I think there is a 

prejud~ce in pasts of this oCate, They don't want us to 

have the Coal Fielde Industrial Park, and I've talked to 

Ben Chandler and I've talked to Ernie Fletcher right up 

here, I've talked to Ernie, and one of these fellows will 

be elected Governor, Both of them told me that they're 

going to 4-lane 15, and hallelujah, we're goizig to get 

accssa, I've got a nephew, my brother came back from the 

Amy, and you Eellowo there in the coal business know that 

with mechanization and technological improvements, a ldt of 
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us had ta lolave 'these momtaiae, My daddy had t o  le&we, 

But I've gat a nephew up tbere, Me's @till got mountain 

groups. Hdfs I~ld~str~ou~. They're the most, the hardest 

working, and the most fndustrioue people we have In these 

mountains are our coal miners. And, Good God, they're 

smrt. Honey, if you go into a coal mxne  and you're not 

amart, you won' t live too long. They' re engineers, theyi re 

technicians, and khsy're the beet wholehearted people, 

there's never nothing a bunch of men that bonded togekher 

like a bunch of coal miners. It beats the Army. 

But, anyway, this nephew of mine h e  got a 

factory in Gaorgetown. He's g o ~  a factory in Louisville, 

Kentucky, and hers got several factorxes in Michigan, and 

3 talked to Tom Jonee the other day a t  Baet: Kentucky 

Corporation, and Tom i e  interested in coming down here and 

pueting a factory right down there a t  the Coal Fields 

Tndustrial Park. Now, if we hadn't had mountaincop 

removal, where woul4 Tom pit his factory? Honey, I like 

Wax-Mast as good as any of you, but where are we geirig to 

puc a Super Wal-Mart, if we don1 t have the EZat space. 

Now, chat's what they're trying to do to us. They're 

trying to tell ue, the onsa of ua who live here, and w e  

know it, and x t ' s  time that we send him a rnesRage and a 

strong one, because Eaat Kentucky is for the  people of East 
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Keith M o b .  ~rivaie citizen 

Kentucky, and if we get the jobs, w e  get a bunch of 

industrial parks, 1'11 tell you what'll happen, all those 

Eaet Kentucky tr&nsplants, my cousine and my nephews and 

your uncles and your brothers and your sisters, they'll 

coma back. You go to these E a m i l y  reunions, go to thoee 

cemetery visits, how many of thoee old transplanted 

Kentuckians, and I don't care how long they live in O h i o  or 

Michigan, XrAiana, what do th&y say, R Z t ~  going home this 

weekend," You know, they cell that old story about S a m t  

Peltez went t o  Heaven and there was a man up there and Saint 

Peter wae showing him around and he looked around Heaven 

and he sazel, "Why, Saint, whatr s you goc, what' e you got 

that little place caged in over there for, " and he said, 

'Honey, that's them old  boy^ from Ertat Kentucky. They went 

to go home every Friday night," And my daddy, when he got 

that job up there In Dayton at: General Motors, and he 

worked that night ehlft, f ust as soon arr 11 : 00 o'clock bit, 

him and his buddies got in their car and they drove dawn 

home, and they was home every weekend, and they'd drive 

back on Sunday afternoon,  because we have an unbelievable 

work ethic, f mean our: people are great: people, and if 

you'll listen to ua, you can allow us without burttenlng us 

down with ail these ridiculous regulations, sent down from 

upon high, who rnakee these  decisions. We, the people, 
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elect our Xeadera, and just hceiuse it camera fro~ 

Washington or Frankfort, does not: mean ehac we emnot 

change it, so ask these representatives, ask these senators 

and tell them that we want to be unbined and left alone so 

we can develop to the fullest extent. We'll solve the 

energy problem for you, Honey, if you'll leave us coal 

people alone, we'll do better. 

Thank you, rznd God bless you. 

Larry Roberts will be speaking 

after Mr. Mohn. 

My name is Keith Mohn and I live 

in Pemingtan Gap, Virginia, and 1'11 have to be the first 

to admit that: after iiat@ning to Mr. Taulbee, 1 think 1'11 

be a sad story, but the BIB was developed eo address 

concerns arising from eurface mining of coal, In 

particular, steep slope mining and the aaaociated valley 

fills. The valley fielda are eseentiai for che mming of 

steep slope areas. We can't: do without them. Though it 

waanle epectfically addressed, now, the executive summary 

for the purpoee of need, the r e comenda t~ons  contained in 

the EIS will effect all types of mining. We have to have 

valley fills to develop new coal mines, whether it be 

surface or underground. We have to have places to store 
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refuee, and w@ have nowhere to put them except in vttlleys 

ar in the head of hollows. In reading the action on the 

tarma that's listed m the draft EIS, I impport alternative 

3, and my auppox'c of  this alternative i e  tempered by the 

concerns and modifications of the stream buffer zone ru les .  

The current stream buffer zone practices and polices hit8 

been in place for more than twenty yeara, and they've been 

accepted by both industry and the regulatory comnity 

during that permd. Also, elim~natlon of mountaintop 

removal mining and the valley Pills associated with them 

wrll satisfy only a ~3malf .  core of ~ o c i e c y ,  mast of those 

who don't even re~ide In chis area, Apparently, them 

goals don't: include providing employment in the Appalachiar- 

Coal Fields other then minimum wage, echo tourism, nor do 

they con~ider the beneficial collateral effects of 

mountaintop removal and rnin~ng industry in general, 

We hear t ha t  coal can be mined by other mane, 

such as underground minxng, but if an operation can't be 

met competitive, then it will not succeed, Coal 

production w i l l  contxwe to shift to the western Coal 

F i e l d s ,  end che econori?ic gains of these w i l l  cease i f  We 

abandon mountaintop removal and valley or head of hollow 

fills. Once lost, we may never regaln the eeonomlc 

strength that we have today. Thank you, 
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Rf ter Wr'. RotSe~ts, t a r r y  Roberta, 

a f t e r  M r .  Roberts, our next epeaker wf 11 be Lawrence 

Joseph, 3r. 

Good afternoon. f r d  juet like 

to @BY T '  m from Elazaxd, Kentucky. I just moved here a year 

ago. 2 work for Uorizon N~tural REteaurcea, a coal company 

here that does mountaintop removal, and one thing that was 

interssts.ng when I first moved bere was --  Z rnoved from 

Arshland -- was tha t  when my Eam~ly came down, wo were 

looking for a place to buy a house, and I looked around and 

houses here were a aloe more expensitre than 1 had 

anticipated. Z talked around the office and they said, 

*Wt;12,  that's becauejcl you don't have any land, You can' t  

build on m y  flat land, because there's no f l a t  Xand, And 

here we've got mountaincop removal that is solving two 

problems. We'll be able to provide coal to the country so 

it can mmafn as ~t is, and we have producing level land aB 

a premium here in Eaerern Kentucky. I lxve in a house that 

they dug a little flat level of f  80, a site they could put 

a house on. T t m  on a cliff, I like mountaintop removal, 

I like to llve on top af one, One other thing we didnr t: 

realize i s  ~ometfmes these regulations come through, if 

you're lookmg at it and it might be looking at ir in 

teleecopa, looking at a very limited view sf what they're 
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looking a t ,  They're looking a t  coal. It's not j m t  coal. 

It's the economy, it's family, i t ' s  a whole bunch of other 

things, whak we've got to take into account. Without coal 

here in the Appalachian, I, wonder what this area would look 

like. 

That's all S have. Thank you, 

MR. C S ) w  After Mr. Joseph, our next speaker 

w i l l  be G a r y  Kaxned, 

E;a.WRIPNCB JOSgPX, JR.t Thank you. My name is 

Lawrence Joseph, I ' m  from up here, a place called Viper, 

Kentucky and I'm a landowner and have been a miner. I've 

lived here about ail my %if@. It ~ounds easy what we've 

got to deal with and what we've got to may here today, but: 

it's real, real important, everything that goes an here. 

What I want to talk to you mostly about i a  land titles. 

Now, thin land that nourishes us, rhzs is -- a lot of 
people think that we rape and ravish it, but it's land, it 

nourishes ua and it providea for us, and people who are 

horn here and of here will not necessarily rape and ravage 

what's their mother. 

Now, I was a mine inepsctos down in Breathitt 

and WoLfe in 1978, '79, whenever OSM got their start. I 

was a safety and health inspector, and I saw people loee 

everything t h y  had 

and the Lord put this little thin coal here that you cannot 

deep mine, and them boys is in there trying to put the high 

walls back and they went broke, they lost everything they 

had.  he landowner is jumping up and down hollaririg leave 

me a flat place and a high wall, because my old dad got up 

on the hillside farming, tree farming, we've got a 

certified tree farm, we've got a couple thousand acres, 

but, anyway, he said, "You can build a f la t  place, but you 

can't build a hillside," I've got; three  rib^ here tore out 

fzon: plow hendlee to prove it. Sow, the dirt, sand, and 

~ozl f uat washes down the mountain, but, anyway, what we've 

got here zs t h e  rights to the land. Now, OSM and Fish end 

Wrldlife and EPB and the Coxp of Engineere, the beat 1 

know, land comes with er deed. Tzt1e to the land i s  by deed 

or by a will. Now, some of my tracks of land starts at the 

top of the hill an8 comee down aczoas ";he hollow and back 

to the top of the hill an the other side, and we own 

wateraheds in places, but according to Harry Fields now, 

the C o r p  of Engineers, they own the hollow. my land comee 

down to the COW of Engineera property and goes wirh the 

Corp oE Engineers property to the head of the hollow, out 

the top of the mountain, if 5trs a triggle zone, and back 

down the other aide and back to the top of that hzll.  hey 
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ain't but: one problem with that, Mow, you fellows have got: 

deeds for the Buckhorn Lake tind Carrs Fork, but you don't 

have a dead f o r  m y  home, Now, I know a lot of ua don't -- 

well, a Lot of us do belfeve in Serfptnres. Row, the 

Scripcure says, "Cursed is he who moves hie nexghborla land 

marker." Now, thia ain't the first tzme something like 

this has been done. A lot: of us are patriots, a lot of us 

our anceetora, we didn't come over here on no boat here 

recent, but some of our ancestom met the boat, and then a 

lor of us have Indian blood in us, And, then, we've gat -- 
my mcestors was in the Amerrcan Revolution, right m1or.q 

wfth old Geolrge W%ehbngton. And while we're talking about 

George, let's talk about his land title. You know, we feel 

bad that they want to take our coal land and force land 

from us and wa can't msnege it the way we see f i t ,  thoy're 

going to take it from us, that. right, without a deed. 

They're going to do i t  with an Act  of Congress. Now, how 

did they acquire the eleven hundred acres that overlooks 

Wauhmgton. The t'nited States Army acquired i t .  It 

belonged to George Washington. I know a little Scrxptuz'e 

and I h o w  a little hlatory. Now, the Penragon, the Carp 

of Engineere built the Pentagon, they built it on George 

and Martha Washington1 s land, There's no two people in 

America done as much to get ua our freedom, to get us to 
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where we' r't; at, than &oxye and rtka Waohington . But, 

bless thexr hearts, they must not have done enaugh for us, 

beeauae we didn't respect them enough to let them pass 

their land on down to then children and great 

grandchildren , because George and Mart ha1 s great 

granddaughter, she lost her eleven hundred acre farm. Her 

eleven hundred acre Earn was taken by the United States 

Army, and the Pentagon today airs on that land, and the 

Tomb of the? Unknown Soldier has got a crack in it goes all 

the way around it, just like America. Amtarica Za being 

cracked today. Now, we're under a curse because o f  the way 

we've treated. president Clinton asid we treated the 

Indians and t h e  s?etvee shamefully, and we're under a curse 

today because af the way we've done people, and I sea my 

time i o  about up, but the only thing any further, as the 

Corp of Engineere, you need to remember is "Cursed is he 

who mves his neighbor's land marker." That's in 

Deuteronomy. And just as sure ae there'rs a Eod in Heaven, 

you fellowe nay take my land, but, by Qod, you'll. take what 

goes w i t h  it. 

,CQKERk After Mr. Warned, our next speaker 

will be Charhs Reed, 

My name is Gary Harnad and I'm 

from Corbin, Kentucky and I ' v e  lived there for about 
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twenty-six years. I moved them from Morristown, Kentucky 

and have lived a short while in Barbourville, Kentucky and 

Kazard, Kentucky, and I came into the coal fielde with no 

preconceived ideas. I knew little about coal mining or ite 

people, and one thing T noticed rfghc from the very 

beginning upon reaching this area, that coal i s  the one 

thing it bid have going for it. The coal provided better 

paying jobs in the area, and those joba thac service it 

paid batter as well, It provided the flat landa much of 

our development ha8 occurred on, e~lpecially here in Bazard 

when you hook around you the last twenty years, many 

facilitiw wae built right under che surface mine? 

mountaintop ?and. It hine also provided a cheap source oE 

electricity that allows companies like KU, 80 that they can 

supply the cheapest electricity in rhe carion. It's 

provided apportunitxea for wildlife to came in with the new 

growth on the reclaimed lands. We have elk and deer and 

the elk that have been re-established in Kentucky are  a 

result of the growth that has grown on this surface mined 

lands, not in spite of it, aa the W&C would have you 

be1 i eve, 

I believe that the mountaintop mining and 

valley fills are abeolutely necers~tary for the ouxface 

mining and ninety percent of she remaicing reserves in 
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Eaatem Kentucky. It cannot occur without valley f i l l s .  

It; cannot; occur unlsse we are afforded spoil areas. The 

U . 6 .  A m y  Carp of Efngineers' determination that all 

waters, no matter how small a watershed, are under its 

umbrella and the jurisdiction could be a death mill to an 

already ailing industry In the Appalach~ans, and aleo rhe 

Western U.8. as well, should tlre Corp of Engineere expand 

its definition to Wyoming and Montana. The Corp's 

lnsiatance on stream mitigation when fewer -- when there 
are a few instances to be had, or payment of $400.00 to 

$500.00 Ear linear foot atream mitigations, which can make 

a hof low fill exceed One Million Dollars in value, sound 

like ~omathing fmrn nighty-mare. Even though Judge 

Wayden'e decismn ha8 been remanded, tha Corp o f  Engineere 

bas, in esaence, adopted its definition of ways to defane 

a stream under the Clean Water Act where two drops of water 

c m e  Cogether. This decirslon by the Corp a f  Bngineers has 

had and will have f a r  saaching consequences in nm-coal 

mining construction as well. Currently, your Kentucky 

highway dollars are being diverted from stream mitigation 

to allow for the Eille neceesary for disposal of excess 

dirt and rock, For instance, the developere of the 

Hazard's new Super Wal-Hart had to pay in excess of Three 

Hundred Thouerand Dollars under protest of fees to the Army 
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C o w  of Engineers, All of this has been prowgated by the 

endless lawsuita by organizatsons such as KFPC and West 

Virglnia coneamratlves. what do these organizations want? 

Just look at their web sites, read their publication. They 

want an end to all coal mining of any type. They also 

oppose m3or highway construct ion, because it dioturbs the 

environment, The RFPC coulrl care lass i f  many of ua lose 

our livelihood or way of l i f e .  They get their income from 

earnewhers else. Or they's appalled by the appearance of an 

active! surface mine as they drrvs from Lexington, 

Loui~ville, Tllinois, or California. They don't: think we 

need coal. Af tes all, we can alwaya use wind power. Or 

it'e like everything else to be, we need to Jet s m e  other 

country mine it. We can just buy it frwm them, Thie t h m g  

likene to me to chat of a lady that my cousin marsid Home 

years ago, His new bride-ro-be was a cley g ~ r l  Erom 

Connecticut: who had never man a cow, and upon visiting fny 

uncle'# dairy farm, she exprctseed her disgust and dismay 

t h a c  they milked end drank milk from those nasty creatures, 

rather than bt;y it fram the superrnett-ket . I aak the Corp of 

Engineers end rha OEM today and those other groups that - -  

thoee other groupls here reprelsented, to not &?tiffen the 

regulations on mountaintop mining an4 to re-examine your 

definitione --  I ask the Cotp of Engineers to re-examine 
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your definition of 401 pemtft cavered vaterehoda. 

After Mr. Reed, our next speaker, 

again T ' m  going to tzy the laet: name, I thi&. it 's C a r l  

Romer 02 Ramey, one or the other, Appelachia, Virgmia.  

I'm not a coal miner, but I'm 

Charlea Reed Erom Appalachm, Virginia. I actually live in 

Xroba, i n  an area where thereis a lot of mountaintop 

mining. I ' ve  heard people say today that this kind of 

minlng haB helped the economy. In the area that  Z live, I 

don't thmk i t a s  helped the economy. I'm just: a 

contractor. I ' m  an outofder. The ehing~ that I eee are 

Wise County is even talking about closing the Appalachia 

Nigh gcbool. The economy has gone downhill.. The whale 

town has gone downhill. The whole cornunity has gone 

downhill. 3f there's all thia eoonomy in this type OE 

mining, it hasn't ehown up in Appalachia. 

We've heard a lot of facts today of you that 

work in the mines, and you realize that that is your 

livelihood, but I see a lot of devaatatfon, 3 eee forests 

that have been destroyed, 1 see streams that I used to 

frsh in, They don't have the fish in them that they used 

to have. There's juet been a lot of devastation. I'm not 

agalnst mining. I am against destroying what God gave uff. 

I mean he gave ua a beautiful world to h v c  in. We've 
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deetroyed our forests. Just behind my hora~e, 1: live sight 

in the edge of the woods, because of the  trip job, they 

decided that they were going co move a power line, and 

everything that: they cut, and these were treee there that 

coldd have been logged, could have been used for our 

seaourem, and they left; them laying. Now, what a r e  they 

going to do with all that stuff. They're not going to 

clean up that: mass. They're j u ~ t  gomg to leave it lay, 

and they destroyed what Could be used to help somebody. 

And I don't see a lot of good coming out oE 

mcnmkaintop removczl. 1 aaked somebody, 1 eaid, "What 18 et 

mountain?* Wa heard one guy talk about a stream, and he 

talked about just a little trickle. Well, what 2s a 

mountain? Now big doe# It b v e  to be to be a mountain? 

BOW much do we have to remove off of the top to call i t  

mountaintop removal? Therats one place on Black Mountain 

that they -- In fetcc, there's thirteen jobs in Wise County 

sf mountaintop removal. There' 3 no reclaiming those 

propertieo. I asked one of  the inspectors, I said, "How 

are you justified by pushing all. this over the mountain?" 

And what they did, they just took the whole top o f f ,  and he 

mid, "We're justif xed, becauec there1 s a bench down 

below.# So they pushed a13. the dirt, the rocks. They 

didn't cut any of the treeB. They just destroyed it; all. 
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f 'n against what wev re doing in the de~troyhg of  it, f 'cri 

againet: destroying streams. I'm against destroying our 

resources. Our tree63 are valuable. And I think that it is 

rlme char some of th@ laws do change. Z don't want to put 

anybody out of work, but I'd like to see some of thew 

things changed. 'Shank you. 

@@LC&!KB& Our next speaker will be, a f  tes Mr + 

Rumcr or Ramey, will be Bernie Faulkner. 

Thank you, sir. ivIy n m e  ie Carl 

Ramy and Z Live at 1630 Roder: Road, Appalachia, Virginia. 

X live in a coal mining comunity, and I'm alm n retired 

coal miner of thirty-seven years, and I have been 

associated and all coal mkners are my brothers. I'm a 

retired Unlced Mine W~rkar, and, ae I said, 1 live in the 

community, Mr, Reed is my neighbor. We have surface mining 

in our community which started, re-started three years ago. 

St was poececi in the newspaper Sf you think you'd be 

adversely affected by coal mining, you might ask for an 

mfomal complarnt with the Virginia Department o f  Xines 

and Minerals. A group o f  o ~ ~ r  people in our community went 

to ask Ear this informal hearing. Th@ people at: the 

Department of Mines and Minerals told ue, ''1 wane you 

people to know what will be coming at you. Xhen they start 

blasting, your houses will shake to the extent windows rill 
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rattle, picture@ will Ball off the walls and will 

fall out cf your cabinets." And we stated, What can we do 

ahut th r s?"  They said, "Nothing, You cannot do nothing." 

It kind of remembered me of a gentleman that I want to an 

environmental meeting, who waB a water quality expert. Be 

stated what made him cr radical environmentalist was when be 

was a little boy, some people came in and destroyed his 

swimming hole. Well, today, what made m a radxcal 

environmentalmt f e some people? came In and threatened aur 

homes and plainly told us so. So, we pursued this informal 

complaint far a formal permit. It turned out to be a 

formal permit and it was a makeshift report set up by the 

Department of Minee and Minerals, defended by the State 

Attorney General's O f f i c e  that we had no say-so whatsoever 

to the people, whatever they done to extract their 

minerals, m hey had a right to do that, 

So, as I etated, I lived in t h j s  hollow. They 

was ten mining cornunities wibhin six or aighc milea of 

Appalachia, all up the way up the hollow. The hallow f 

lived in has over a hundred homes in it, within 300 feet nf 

sui-face mining, and the people who told ue what would 

happen to us, and there was nothing we could do about ~ t ,  

has ao far been true. Ae we pursued these conpiaint~ with 

the so-called legal procedure@ set up by the Department 0f 
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Ninise and Pdinerals, as it stands at, khis time, 'l have been 

sued by the coal company for attorney feee, and if i pursue 

to follow any other permits, follow their guidelines, set 

up with coal mining complaints and tesolucions, if I pursue 

anymore, E: will continue to be sued. 

Tie things Z f m  stating today, they are not 

makeup stuff. It is a real and present danger to all of 

our people. These things they said would happen are 

happening, and, so, to continua on the eaae as needs Is 

going to ba appealed, and I cannot; see any way whatsoever 

that coal mining should be continued. Tt should be dona, 

you know, responsible, in an accountable way to protect the 

people who live in these communities, and, cto, I want ro 

thank you again for voicing theee concerns. Thank you very 

much. 

After Mr, Faulkner, our next 

speaker will be Steve Gardner. 

Hy name i s  Bernie Faulkner, 

and I'd like to  yo^ for giving me the opportunity to speak 

today* My great, gueat, grandfather mined coal here and 

hauled 16 out on a coal barge on the river, I have a lint 

here of some? things that they wauld never have dreamed of, 

that could have never been accomplished without strip 

mining and mountaintop removal, and I ' m  ~ust going to read 
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this Ilst. Tms-JoiBt: Maemillam, Woad Mart, Hazard 

Airport, the Kentucky River Community Care, Mountain Ford, 

Peoples ~ a n k  6r Trust, Daniel Boone Marathon, Convenient 

Lube, Parkway Shell, Best Monumente, Lee' s Rice Ccoker, 

Domino' s PI zza, Mountain Chiropractic, Codseyl 8 Auto Salea, 

Watts Mobile Homes, Days Inn, Kentucky Vislon Center, Clrff 

Hagans Ribeye, Adsma & Adarns CPA, Clark Adam attcrney, 

Txnafs Hair, Cash Fsst, Mountam Top Marathon, Appalachran 

Regiona? Hospital, Appa1achxanRagionitl Professlorial Of f rce  

Bullding, ARK P~~ychiatric Center, The Center for Rural 

Health, John's Pharmacy, Accident & fnjtiry Medical CenCer, 

Bellcone Wearlng Center, Timberland Cycle Center, Engae- 

Hafker Funeral fiome, LcnreJoy Medical, Willie's Car Kash, 

Speedy Cash, BazaFd Rental Center, Kentucky Farm Bureau 

Enaurance, Worldwire Equipment, Cbaney Medical Office, CAT 

ScBn, Jackie's Hair, Kevin JetCobs, CP8, RX Didcottnt: 

Pharmacy, Hapier's Dentist, RX Medical Rome, Med~-Ham 

Center, !@HA Office Building, Poaderosa Steak House, The 

Speech Clinic!, Kr31s1de Theater, Deaton & Francis Dental, 

&ppalachianAnimalHospital, St. Paul's Church, The Daycare 

Center, Eaet Kentucky Chiropractzc, another building under 

constructior%: The Rampton Inn & Suites, Appfebee'a 

Restaurant, Food City, Gas-to-Go, Victory Assenibly of and, 

Three Forks AWYXiation Baptist Church, Oak amok 
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artmetnts, RRW SpeciaZty Clinic, Social Security BuiXdinq, 

Edgewaod MobiLe Kornea, Hazard Fire Statxun No. 2, Southern 

Nedical Partners, Mountain view Mewrial Gardene , four 

Trarlers, Whayne Supply, Perry Manufacturing, DJ, 

Tncorparated, twenty more dwellxnge, one more building 

under constnictian, twelye more dwellings, one more 

bullding un&r conetruction, eight: more baildings , five 

apartment bualdinge on Wesley Way, four more dwellings, The 

Church of Jesus Christ of the Latter Day Saints, eighteen 

more housee, one more dwelling under construct ion, Vdlage 

Spirits, CommunLty TrurJt Bank, Taco Bell * 5 ,  Perry County 

Tire, Super 8 Kate1, Captazn D's, Vxllage Salon, Arby's, 

Huddle Houeca, Weddy's, KPT, &IT Fln@ncial Sexvsces, Herbal 

Becreta, Subway, Merle Norman Cosmetics, Lovely Nails, 

Grttk Ceasere, FannBureau Insurance, Fantagtic Sam'fl Hair 

Care, Orthodontic Center, Radio Shack, Jalapenc's Mexrcan 

Grille, The Dacorating Center, Goody's, Big Lot%, Family 

Dollar, Big tots Furniture, Winn-Dixie, Rzte A d ,  A - P l u s  

Renrals, Stare, Prograssive Insurance, Bernard's, Asthma 

and Allergy Center, C&C Mortgage, Law Offices, Cooley 

Medical Cectrer, ClviA of Hazard, The Armed Forces Career 

Center, Mines and Minc;ralu Of fzce, Bingo Palace, The Hazard 

Commxss~on and Hazard Profeselonal A8$0cmrlon, Reno's 

Roadhouse, Hocel Motela, Southern Belle Daxry, The 
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Don Gibson, private citizen 

interesting to note that the KFPC flyaver chat: m a  held a 

few weeks ago at the airport wae on a mountaincop minzng 

site, and that waa not mantloned In the prew, but that4@ 

another pet peeve of mine, is the presa. I don't know if 

you eaw the mvrning and the editorial that 

wacl there. W e  heve a consistent amount of mialnformgtion 

and inaccuracies. Ninety percent of the press reports 

unreal mining, they have! mis-atated facts or inaccurate 

facts, and that goes Eor 

, and 

the  presls hae a job to do, but let's get the facts 

straight, people. Let's talk about what's actually going. 

Talk to a few of ue that: bow what we're doing. 

My Bachelor's Degree i e  i n  Agricultural 

Engineering. I'd never seen a coal mine bsfore 6 ~tsrted 

work, I went. back l a e e r  and did graduate work in Mining 

Environmental Aseistance, but one of my epecialtlee xs 

hydraulicy, and x think X know what FA stream is and what 

we're working with. Mming i s  just l ike; any othar 

devdapment. It's l r k e  the road cut8 out here and fills 

that are created for any development project. 1: don't 

think we're destroying the land, we're land-forming ~t and 

creating new useable areas, 

Now, folk~, 1 thi& one of the other thing~ 

you've seen today Is t ha t  farmers and minere axe the true 

envlronmentaliate toddy, Thank you. 

m, COCKEY; Our next speaker will Be Tom 

Jones, and Dan Gibson. Hr. Jones, if you would come 

forward. Tom Jones? Don Oibeon. Mr. Gibson. Af ttir Mr , 

Gibson, it will be Paul Matney, 

gQj Gf  BE@& Wad afternoon. My name ia Dan 

Gibson. I was born here in Wazaml, Kentucky aome f ~ r t y -  

three years ago, out here about a mrlc fram here, when the 

hoepita1 was up where the library i ~ .  Since that time, I 

have lived in Matt County, Kentucky. A lot of what you 

hear from the opposition to Mountaintop removal ie about 

heritage. 1 want to tell you about heritage just for a 

little bit. When I: was probably about three yeare old,  I 

was at the faces of a working coel mines for the first time. 

Now, my m y  about killed my daddy wher, she found thac 

out, but I saw my clad from t ha t  age of three, f saw the 

conditions he workad in, I saw the sffort:  that he put in 

to making s u m  that his family was fed. Now, f feel like 

t h a t  a l o r  oE what hr! instilled zn me i a  the reeson that I 

am whsre J am today. Nan, Ms. Blanton, I thxnk is the 

leader of the WE, recently she was quoted as saying that 

after one hundred years of mining, coal has l e f t  us in 
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Paul Matney, private citizen 

you've never been underground, you jwat think i t s@ nasty 

and dirty, Mr. Duff's mine was so clean that I got to 

feeling guilty about it and I went back, and I walked back 

over, crawled back over to the next entry, picked up my 

candy wrapper and stuck it in my pocket. Now, I've seen 

those strip $oh, too. You won't find a cleaner  lace. 

Their strip job will be as clean as what youf lf see out 

here on these atreets. 

I ece that they're giving me the o m  minute 

sign, but: a;e a closing thought, I just: wondered how Many 

EoLka here today, since coal mining is ~o bad and Esaeil 

fuels is so bad, how many of you came here riding your 

horse or in your eofo powered car or in your wind powered 

car. I &~u i? t  if very many of you did. An& 1 woxIder when 

you get home tonight, will you fire up the kerosene lantern 

for yaur lights, or will you set your butt down an a block 

of ice to keep you cold. i don1 t: think so. Thank you very 

much. 

After Mr. Matney, our next speaker 

wi13 be Bill Gorman. 

I'd like to t h a r k  the comlctee 

for allowzng me the opportunity to speak. t was born and 

rai~led in Pika County around Elkhorn C i t y .  I live in 

Corbin, Kentucky today. I own property in Pike County. 
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I" dike! t o  ep@& an abut  tkres topic@. The first one, 

I ' d  lzke to say that today's generation of coal miners in 

Eastern Kentucky are the safest, most  efficient coal miners 

that we have ever had. I salute you for everythtng you've 

done for our ~ndufctry and our people, Just 8s you know, we 

talk about: her~tage, my Eather's leather hard hat wlth the 

flap fox the carbide lamp waa donated to the David Oazeer 

Museum, Coal %useurn, in Jenkins. X have roots. Both of my 

grandfarhers and thexr Esthere lived on the land, cut 

timber, mined coal. You know, in two Eaerern Kentucky 

countxes, according to the annual report commissioned by 

the State o f  Kentucky and done by the Universltly of 

Kentucky, over two counties in Kentucky, seventy percent of 

the total earnings in ehaea counties are tied to rhe coal 

inrhstry. X<notrt: C w ~ n r y  and Martin County. Three ocher 

countic~l. Pike County w i t h  over f i f t y  percent, Harlan 

Corny, Letcher County with over f o r t y  to forty-five 

percent of coral earnings depend on the coal induetry. You 

know, where aome people look and see devastation, T see the 

Coal Fields fndustrial Park. Where some people see 

devastation, 1 see a Gateway Regional Indu~trial Park in 

Jenkins. Where srame people see devastation, I see 8 golf 

couree in Prestonsbusg. Where some people see deversratxon, 

I see Raven Rock Golf Course in Jenkins. Where some people 
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see devastation, i8 see the Town of Eazard, Hazard, 

Kentucky, I salute you for your fatesight in building a 

town 3n surface mined land. 

You know, there's another group that E want to 

speak for, but I want to do that lastly. Z want ny second 

point to be th~s. I grew up in Pike County at a place 

where we had high cancer ratco. Beeauge when we grew up 

and our fathers grew up, we dumped trash in t h e  head of the 

hollows. All of us had well water. Tt leached into the 

water. We drank tha t .  We have high cancer rates. Today, 

we don't swim in out rivers, not becauea of coal mining, 

but because of straight pipe5 and bacteria in the water. 

Clem It: up. Clean up the garbage. Go back and check 

twenty years, ten, fifteen years postmming land use, 

you've got water sampling before the jab went in. Check 

the water now. The water is cleaner coming off some of the 

surface jobs ttban it was forty and Eifty yeare ago, but we 

don't swim in it, but the reason we don't swim in it, we've 

got straight pipes. 

Now, the group I want to apeak for next ie a 

group that very few people rjpettk f o x ,  and that' e fnd~vidual 

Landowners, the forgotten people in Eastern Kentucky that 

own a family farm of Eifty acreo, sixty acre#, ~cev~nty-five 

acres. And, guess whac, yes, the mineral. rights were sold 
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by our peat griandEaLbere to prty the Earns off, but when 

you chsrge a Half a Million Dollars mitigation on a hollow 

Erll and made it economically unfezwlble to mine that coal., 

yotr're taking that person's livelihood and ability and 

standard o f  livzng for their family, because they're down 

to surface rights and they're getting E i f t y  cents, seventy- 

f ive  cents a tan far the surface rxghts to mzne that coal. 

It: makes me upset that we have outsiders come in and say we 

can1 t do, we crnnnot maintain our standard of living because 

we own property, but you can't mine it. How dare you come 

in ta where I live, the property I: own, and say, "r  want to 

look at your hxll and you can never mine it. Tf youtrt% 

going to do that, pay me? for It. Donic sat there and say 

don't ever mine it, 

You know, the standard of Living in Easten 

Kentucky may be below the national averages on average, T 

shudder to think where it would be without rhe saal 

industry. We wuf& be back to when I grew up that they 

taught three R t s  i n  school, reading, writing and Route 23, 

and my friends and buddies and neqhbor~, cousins, uncles, 

they went t o  Chrcago, they went to Detroit, and they would 

love to come home. Don't make us ~UB& our generation of 

kids because you force us and make it so diffjcult that w@ 

cannot suppore our families. Thank you. 
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Bill Goman, mayor of Hazard 

After Mr. @ctrman, the next. speaker, 

I don't want to try the first name, but the last name is 

Stacy from Hazard, Kentucky. 

: Good afternoon, and we'd like to 

welcome you to Hazard. My name ia Bill German and I'm the 

Mayor of Hazard. I 've  been in office twenty-six years. 1: 

served over thirteen yeare as vice chairman of the Kentucky 

Envi ronrnental Quality Commission, Eastern Kentucky has had 

many problems historically, but In Hazard and Perry County 

we have been very fortunate, because we have been able to 

grow In development, We have been etble to rake advantage 

of road cuts and fills. The Hazard Bypasa cost. Thirty-one 

Million Dollars. But the byproduct of it has been over a 

Hundred Million Dollars in &weiopWnt and hollow fills. 

Mountaintop removal end strdp f obs have 

prclv~ded much needed land for home sites for our people. 

They have provided other sitea, for the hppalachian 

Regional Hospital, ARB Peychiatric Hospital, Physician& 

Office Buil ihng,  The East Kentucky Veteran@ Center sets on 

the atrip land. Whayne Supply, Perry Manufacturing, DJ 

Nitro are located on mountaintop removal s i t e s  right off 

the Daniel Boonc Parkway in Hazard. Approximately three 

hunfircd homes in Macard are builr on mountaintop removetl 

sltes. The Coal Fields fndu~tsial Park is a 500 acre 
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mwtalnt;op removal. &nte. If: is the authority of the 

Perry, Harlan, kslie and Breathltt Counties and is 

operated by these counties, Trufi-Josat ~acmilhn ze a wood 

products company the t employs about five hundred peop:e and 

they have over a Bundred and Thirty %illion Dullaxa 

invested on a m u n t s m  top removal site. Anreriean Wucd 

Mart In Coal Fields fndustrial Park i e  a mountaintop 

removal s i t e  just Emlshed, with a 200,000 square foot 

building and currently emplays over three hundred people. 

East Kentucky Coxporntion just fini~hed 40,000 aquare feet 

in the Industrial Park. Sykas &n the Industrial Park 

muntaintop removal site has bean in operatron since 1999, 

It had 350 empLoyees and we just lust thoae people, but 

weire going to get another one. Adjacent to the Coal 

Fields Tnd~etrial Park, the State: gave the C i t y  of Hazard 

a grant to plan a proposed 18 hole golf course, Across the 

rpad from the Coal Fielda Industrial Park in ai~mher 

mountaintop removal s i t e ,  ia the Wendell H. Ford Reglotla1 

Airport, The airport has two runways. One is 3200 feet 

long and the ocher one is 5000 feet long. We've just 

received a Two Million Dollar grant ta extend the runway@. 

This Ten Mrlllon Dollar project: includes tt new terminal, a 

DOR Byetern and other state of the art equipment. Them 1s 

a new Wax-Mart located on Highway 80. This development 

&4 

MTMIVF Draft PElS Public Comment Compendium 8-34 Section B - Kentucky Afternoon Session 



Acha  Stacv, orivate citizen 

w i l l  be coating approximately Fi f ty  14fllion I3r311ar9, 

developed f n  a hollow £111 and mountaintop removal s i t e  t o  

be completed next year,  Perry County Detention Canter, 5.3 

Million Dollar structure,  and Kentucky Sta te  Police Poet 13 

are also  on the s i t e .  

The mining industry i& doing a gwd  job on 

reclamation, W e  urge you, with your reclamation pol ic ies ,  

ta  encourage mining companiee to claim the land eo w can 

get the maximum beceflr after mined for d@vel.opmeutt and 

laad use.  

Thank you again for you a l l  coming t o  Hazard 

and I hope you have a good time. Thank you, Thank you 

ladiea and gsntlernen, 

Srscy, last name Stacy. After M r .  

Stacy, the next speaker witf be Michael Joseph, 

Good afternoon. I ' m  not raal 

gm4 a t  t h i a  and I d idn ' t  have -- wasn't going ta have 

anything t o  say, bue f f e l t  SO strongly about t h e  

mountaintop removal method of mining and reading .$om 

information yesterday that: f r ea l ly  thought something kad 

t o  be sasd, Firat: of a l f ,  X'm not a biologiet  and I'm nol: 

a - I don't study botany Qr streams or anything l i k e  tha t ,  

but what I do hcrve is I've jotted some thinga dawn here. 

I was born and raised here in Hazard and Perry County. I ' rn 
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thirty-nine yearn old, I'm hem on &haif af the coax 

miners, and we seal ly  depend xn t h i e  area an the  mining, 

and the coal mining industxy i t s e l f  is a heritage fa r  t h e  

people of Appalachsa. rvfy grandfather was a coal miner, My 

dad worked i n  the coal f i e l d s  for an equipment company 

s imi lar  t o  Whayna Supply, and as  a boy growing up, llke I 

saxd, I ' m  thrrty-nine years old,  there wag a stream. b i n  

Lotts Creak ie the main t r i bu t a ry  to the  Kentucky Rxver, 

and growing up, I noticed tha t  the rocks, a@ a child,  the 

rocks were stained with sulphur or whatever fo r  the rcfning 

and thara'8 no, not anything i n  the creeks, and 1: guess I 

wae about eleven yeare when f s t a r t ed  noticing minnows and 

crawdada and nunuskrate and thinga, and different thingis, 

l iv ing near the creek banks, So tha t  to ld  me thac the  

mkning iridustry was tkiing better. P t  was ac tual ly  caring 

about where the miners lived a t .  And Z hadni t been working 

i n  the  mining enduetry t ha t  long. I worked, a f t e r  I gat 

out of high acfioal, 5: went to trade school and learned a 

trade and I worked a t  several garages and 1 worked at rhe 

Trus-Joist fo r  sevaral years, and I recently a tar ted  work 

for Horizan Nfitural Reeources a t  the S t a r f l r e  Mine, and I 

hadn't been there no t lme at a l l ,  a couple days, and the 

f i r a t  thing that T noticed, I was an naght shifc and the 

sun wag coming up and rhe herd@ of e lk ,  and it juwt amazed 
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Michael Jose~h & Cohmbus Heath, private citizens 

me how large these animals was, and I: started looking a 

little cloeer, and the diversity of the wildlife that's up 

on the Starfxrs Mjning i s  just -- it's hard f o r  me to act 

and expiam it, because I ' d  never deen anything like that 

a growing up here, and, you know, you've got bears and 

foxes and coons and ducks and geese, and it's just -- it'e 
l ~ k e  somethmg chat you could see on televrslon. It's not 

like something you'd see on a strrp mine in Eastern 

Kentucky. And f would hate to see something that Is so -- 
chat not only i s  our economy based on it, but the people 

have grown to accept a way of life, and with the  American 

economy as i t '@  going, lets a11 of our jobs m d  the 

majority of our manufacturing jobs, reading the pamphlet 

that 9 prcked up yesterday, they're wantlng to -- the 
Kentucky for the Commonwealth ia apeakxng of having more 

mrsnufacturzng baaed economy here. MosC of our jobs i s  

going overseas, acroae the borders, t o  be able ta get 

cheaper labor and less environmental laws. Our natural 

resources God put here on thie earth for us to use to be 

able to make a living and the coal industry is up the amxa 

to try to do it better and be more responsible, and our 

natural rb~c)urces are needed to be able to keep ous work 

here. Thank you. 

After Mr. Joseph, we' l l  take 
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another f i v e  m b m t e  break. 

My name is Michael Joseph and 

I'm from Letcher County at Whitesburg, Kentucky, and I've 

been working in the coal industry eince 1976, and Y 1 r n  not 

a very good speaker, I'm goang to tell everybody that right 

now, but 1'11 tell yw what I am. I'm the father of five. 

I'm a landowner An Kentucky, and I'd like to have the right 

if X want to to do mountaintop remuval on my land and Z 

also would like to have a right to keep on working in the 

coal industry and raise sxy kids and have them to sray nin 

k t c h s r  County if they w a n t  to. 

I think that taking the tope of the mountams 

off and making lev4 places is probably khe oaly shot we 

have for keeping our kida Ln this part of the country, 

because there's no level land to build besides that, I 

apprcaate i t .  

Our fimt speaker i s  going zo be 

Columbus Neath. If Colunlbue: Heath would start taming 

forward, plea@@, And, then, after Columbue Heath, these' 11 

be Dot is  Brewer. Doris B r e w e r  will be after Mr. Heach. 

My name i e  Colu&us Heath and 

T i m  from rhe Cosbin/Somerset area and I've heard a lot o f  

the comments here thzs evening and x t  just  about covers 
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Doris Brewer, private citizen 

everything, but I've been in the mining industry $since 

1964, and I've worked underground and aurface, and n was 

around when the first Coal Mine Safety and Health Acc 

f i r s t  came out in 1969, and aleo the reclamation law waa 

1977. X was born and raised in a mining camp and my father 

and grandfarrher also done underground mining. 

1 think enacting anymore regulations toward the 

miniag industry is going to hrt it, especially stopping 

the wtaintop removal or the hollow fills which they're, 

 yo^ know, proposing. I think that's going to huxt more 

than it's going to help, because I think over the years, 

back when a lot: of theae laws wa3 enactad in 1968 and 1977, 

I think they were needed at that t ime ,  but: 1 think i t ' s  

come t o  the point where the agencies need to back off and 

look at what they're doing and how it'a going to effect 

their comnitiss, and I think i t ' s  going to impact the 

env~ronmental and the people living in theae areas, 

ecanamically and well as environmmtally and X think, you 

know, here in Hazard is a good example of what, you how, 

the  mining bas done over che yeam and T think the mining 

induetry is regulated t o  where if it's enforced, everything 

can be taken care of right. there on the sites. Thank you. 

m. COKER: After Mr. Brewer, our next speaker 

will be E a r l  Clewns. 
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nk: you for th ie  

opportunity. There' @ not much that I can add to what all's 

been aald here today, but I am a proud miner, proud to do 

the work that I do and what St's did for my family. I ' m  

the third gentlxation of a miner, This was my papa' s and my 

dad's hat. An old traditional light. I've had t w o  

daughter@ and my wife thatre been Bent: to school and 

they're all three sn the medlcel area, and it has come off 

of, or out of money that I've made by working rn rhe coal 

field. I've always had pride bestowed upon me from my 

parents and grandparent& md I 've tried to do things right, 

hard work ethic, and treating people the way yau want to be 

treated and such. I love this land and T love what it's 

done fox me, and 5 would appreciate you all, whatever you 

can do, to help us keep going, lighten up a little bit on 

the fine& and on that money that it costs people to mine. 

As a lot of people have said, we're just like that from 

miner to miner, the people in Pennsylvania, you know, that 

came out of there, people praxeing them, they made a movie 

on it, you know, of how connected those people were. 

There1@ probably 10t~5 of people in here don't really 

real4 ze what the m i n j  ng hae dons for you. Your grandpa may 

have Bent you to college on a fund he saved from them 

minew, You might be one of them people that's our here 
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Earl Clemons, private citizen 

against the mining, but: in  soma way o r  another, t h i s  money 

has come, t he re ' s  a l o t  of it has come from the  coal and 

timber an6 the work from Eastern Kentucky and other areas.  

& know my family has been supported on i t ,  and I'm a proud 

miner. I'm proud of: what work we do. I ' m  proud t o  be a 

par t  of Perry County arid what we did. %me have already 

sa id  our hospitr31, t ha t  my %%fa worke i n ,  on mined land, 

and my daughters a r e  both i n  medical areae, too, and I just 

can' t  aay enough about what 1 think msning is. 

T ' m  not against regulariana to a ce r t a in  point, 

but,  you know, we don1 t want t a  jus t  push things over a 

h i l l  o r  mything. We don1 t do work l i k e  Chat where I work. 

We're proud. We bui ld  nice ponds. We've got a beautiful  

place.  As Adam said e a r l i e r ,  we're proud s f  our work a t  

the StarEire Mine and w e  have got every l i t t l e  animal t h a t  

you could think of in tha t  area.  You can see everything 

over there.  U.K, doe6 a l o t  of s tudies  there on our 

property, Tbere'e plentygrasshoppars, these 's  everything, 

Almost everythmg tha t  you can th ink  of chat you see around 

here: i s  over there, and I ' m  proud t o  say tha t  I ' m  a miner 

and T appreciate what a l l  you all can do t o  keep us here. 

Thank you. 

E a r l  Clcmons, and our next ~peaker  

w431 be Russell Oliver. 

7 1 

rZ Cf@mow,  and f ' m  f a f t y -  

four yeam old  and a l l  my l i f e  my family, my dad and my 

grandfather have a l l  been i n  t h e  coal business. Moat. af my 

friends are i n  the coal buamese or work for  a coal 

company, and there1@ a lot  of d is tar rad  facts out there. 

I always loved ta hunt and fiah and X k n o w  where I grew up 

down on Troublesome, X can remember fieh~ng there as a boy 

an8 Z can tell you thera'e more fxeh i n  Troublesonle now 

than there waa then, arid, you know, growing up, going up on 

TECO'a jab the other day, 3: counted twenty-six geese i n  one 

place, and I 'd  say thsre8a  not a man In here that's seen 

t h a t  when ha was growing up In t h i s  part of the country. 

On tha t  saw job, I ' ve  seen elk walk our: i n  front of ua. 

We've alwaya seen a f e w  turkeys, but until the last several 

years, is the first t ~ m e  f 've ever Been twenty-five or 

t h i r t y  i n  one place. That's how we've destroyed the 

environment , 

Rnd this group, Kentuckians for the 

Cornonwealth, I w i ~ h  you'd c p  out with gome of us sometime 

and f i s h  i n  Borne o f  these ponds, f i s h  in some of these 

streams you've never waded i n ,  and you ' l l  see t h a t  t h e  

environment has not been hurt: by the coal andustry. 

5 know that  i n  years past tha t  the coal 

industry was hard  on che; environmeurt, but that '8 tuenty- 
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five or thirty para ago, and f t ' 8 change&. Itnd of a91 the 

things that Bernie Fazllkner read off, I believe he forgot 

our nursing home. That was built back when I was young. 

I can remember when my dad, David you can remember when 

they stripped that. And there's a group of people here 

that  had a vision of getting us a nursing home, and a lot 

of people put up part of their own mney and stood gwd Ear 

it, and that nurszng home is one of the! best ones we have 

2n the state today. T t ' s  on land that WBB mined back when 

mining was rough, when you didn't get mything for your 

coal. Thia group of Kentuckians for the Commonwealth, Y 

don't know what part of the Comonwaa?th that ycru're for, 

but it'e not  the part that X 've growed. up in. fc's not my 

how.  Recause people in the c o d  xndust-ry here, this i s  

our home, we five here, and it's more than just people and 

jobs, it 'e a way of life, and what they're trying to clo, 

they' re doxng, in my opinxon, out o f  rgnorance, because 

this 1s  our heme, we don't want to daatroy it, eund we're 

not going to. I've been an theae jobs and I ' v e  seen 

improvement. 1 own land here. Same of it: wasJnSt worth 

anything, and after i r  ' 8 been mined and leveled out and 

turned into stuff, therere buildxngs on it. It1e producing 

i ncarne . I've got two brothers, we've got: less than an acre 

and a half in Combs and the last t ime  I councad, chere wag 
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over 20-@om p o p l e  working out of buildings on that little 

piece of land. It was all and made with coal mining 

equipment. 

To corn in hare and say we can't take a 

mountain top off and develop it to somethjng our kids can 

have, zt's not rlght, because we've got a r~ght to go 

forward. We've got a right; to have things that other psrta 

of the state has got. 

Not: long ago, T was on one of the jobs and we! 

w a ~  talking where will Hazard grow to, what about in a f e w  

yeare when we, grow and our Xnduatrial Park is ful l  and 

we're wanting Eactoriarzl, where are w e  going to put them, 

and we looked around this area on soma of your guys land 

that we've m~ned and cllere's acres and acres you can set 

all kinds of  factories on. That: land, you couldn't get 

billy goat BCZ'OQB it, bur now you can eet factories on it, 

o w  after another. Pt was worthlese untril it was leveled 

out and mado built to. 

Like: I said, we've been in thfe business w long 

time and I ' v e  seen, we've been to h m s  where p@opie take 

a mule and a sled and take their groceries to their house, 

and coal companies came in here, eo at Jaaet they've got a 

gravel road. Years later, thee@ raads get blackropped, 

because the coal company made it possible. And 5 think a 
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Russell Oliver, private citizen 

lot of thew people from Kentuckian for the 

1 think a lot of them think they"@ doing good, bur they 

really don't know whae's going on hare, becausa somebody 

@aid something about $10,000.00 an acre for land. Go buy 

an acre of land off Roy Campbell for $10,000.00. You can't 

30 it. It's worth more than that. It's worth more than 

that because  lame coal. company mvestsd millions of dollars 

leveling that mountain off , and because of that,  we've got 

factories and herspitalo and E i r e  station8 and #hayfie Bugply 

and all thaee, and he just read off par t  of mt. Everything 

we've got, you can't build nothing an a billy goat path, 

If the coal compaq has not leveled it of E ,  the only thsng 

that goes over it i5 a crow. But this is all we've got i s  

this land. 9: know the Ian& I own, parts that's worth 

anything i~t somethifig that us or some other coal company 

has mlltde for us, because Stve hunted a Xot of it and it'a 

been a long time since Xrve felt like walkjng up it, but 

we've got places now that you can ga hunt and walk and gat 

around and take a 4-wheeler, and you couldn't get nothing 

over it before. We used to go out i n  Western Kentucky and 

hunt deer, and now people come from there to hunt our dew. 

Thank you. 

#gZ. COKEICI A f t e r  Rus~seLl Ol iver ,  our next 

speaker will be Joe Evans. 
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3 Earn against: mountaintop 

removal. The state and federal laws are not enforced to 

mo~taint~p removal mining like they ahould be. It's time, 

if you're a divemifled industry, $ t J 8  t ime  f o r  sma13 

Eactoriea to be built, not: by outeiders but by buaine~smen 

from thie arm. Coal mining will not always be hem, and 

~f thin area i e  to survive, ocher industry beeides coal 

must be created, or Eastern Kentucky will die when the coal 

industry no longer exists. I'm against mountaintop 

removal. 

A lot of people telked about how level the 

mountairre off and yo3 could build on top of the muntainis, 

but you don't need mountaintop removal to create level 

land, You can take bulldozers and level mountaintope off 

wl.thout mbuncaintop removal. people talk about ehe, 

w~ldlife. The Forest Service, I mean they can stock the 

mounteica with a l l  kinds oe w i l d l ~ f e .  You don't need the 

coal companies to stock chelr  wildlife. 

Cov~mor PatCon said a major university coufd 

not be built i n  East Kentucky and t challenge the coal 

industry to build a major university in Eastern Kentucky. 

There's a NASA Challenges Center that's built on the UK 

Ceunpus near t hm building. I challenge the coal i n d ~ ~ t ~  

to build a high tech factory that would build NASA's 
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spacecraft in Razard. 

People talk about the straight pipes. Well, I 

would aay that probably a 10t of t h e  straight pipes were 

built by coal companies for little coal camps, so they're 

putting some of the straight pipe problem in coal 

companies' Lap to take responslbilaty for. 

1 wish the miners luck. I know they're 

hardworkmg and f take great: pride in tho men who W O F ~  

pretty hard Jn the coal nlints, Thank you. 

f want co remind everybody to be 

sure and state your name, first and last name, and the 

cofcdn'dn~ty and state that you're from, please, when you 

begin. Aftdr Mr. EVBBS, our next speaker w i l l  be Rick 

5011318on. 

My name 1s Joe Evans. I'm Trom the 

Wazard area, from Perry County. T i m  a prolrd coal miner, 

proud to be from Eaatern K@ntucky, and proud to employ 

three hundred fifty people i n  Perry County. I came up here 

with a bunch of numbers and state and stuff, maybe I'll go 

over. But siteing and lzstening to everyone speak, I've 

been in this industry for about thirty yeara now, and 

coming through the *1Q4s, we saw the coal boom and oil 

crisis, some disadvantaged property owners and BMACRA waa 

brought into place and 8MACTzA w s  a good thing. Everyone 
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worried if the industry w u l 8  make it at that time, OsM 

sac down and let the State dictate policy and I think it's 

worked very successfully. 

Now, all of a sudden, "Get out of the way, 

Fltagerald ." ;'here are environmentalists, they came in 

with 9bWRA. They found the Clean Water Act, an& they've 

decided t o  8 t h  the mud, and, frankly, a@ an American and 

as a coal mmer, I think the agencies arc thinned out now 

and they're not Lined up trueting one another and I think 

our biggest problem on trying to manage what we need to do 

and mine our resource8 its kind of internal In the 

government and I say that as a twxpayer and I hope you take 

it the right way. 

Coel i s  very important to Eastern Kentucky. 

ftts very important to me and my family, and i t i  s very 

important to all the families of the men that work In this 

industry. 3 hope yw. can understand that K 1 m  a fairly 

employer in Perry County. Rowever, I brought some 

~tatistica. In calendar year 2000, we pald out in direct 

wages Nineteen Million Dollars to the three hundred and 

thxrty people. Benefits were Ten Million D o l l a ~ ~ .  And 

that support a the medical inf raetmcture that: we' re all 

proud of  in Hamrd and Perry County and Lealie County and 

Knott County, that: we can support a medical infsastsucture 
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that we didn'r, have in the parst, Chat we had do go to 

Lexington to get it. So, in essence, I apend Thirty 

Fiillim Doliars in payroll on a calendar year. 

On a variable cost standpoint that pays for 

vendors and all the people that brmg us rnotors and part@ 

and a11 the things ~t cake& to mine coal, i m  an additional 

Twenty-seven Million Dollars. Jwt; on a power bzY1 alone, 

our power bill to AEP was Two X ~ l l ~ o n  Dollars laet year, 

I'm trying to say that there's a Lot: of money that's 

generated here. 21 lor of money stays in the state. It 

stay# in thee counties, and it pravkdea good things for 

Eastern Kentucky. 

So, for the record, we're in  favor of mining 

our natural reaourms. We feel that Congress agzees with 

thf R and has sec regulations in place w ~ t h  SMACVi, and that 

until 811. this Judge Hetydsn stuff is put to rest, SMA(7RA 

ought ro rule, 

Do we belleve that the convenienca of 

electricity cornea at ti coet? Yes, we do. Do we believe 

that mrning can be managed properly from a safety and 

environmental etandpoiat? Yes, we do. Do we believe that 

more regulation nil1 make mining safer or more 

environmentally f rrendly? No, we do not. Are we proud to 

be coal minere from Xiastern Kentucky? Yea, we are. Do we 
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think that ather industry oa altrsmat-~vte! fua3.s will providfe 

us with the quality of l i f e  that mining has afforded us 

today? No, we do not. Can we be coal miners and care 

about the envlronmnr? Yes, we can. Do we raise our 

chxldren here end want to provide them with the best in 

parks and recreational and natural beauty? Yes, we do. Ts 

flat land at a prami.um in Eaetexn Kentucky? Y e s ,  i t  is. 

Is surface mining and point removal and mountaintop removal 

generating flat ground? Yea, it ie. Can surface mining be 

managed to allow for industrial parks and wildlife 

management areas? Yes it can. 

I suggest that if you fly from Lexington to 

Hazard to Pikeville co Williameon t o  Charleston Weat 

Virginia, you wi13 be clmazad at: how little of trhc etlrface 

has been di~curbed by mining. What you will see 1s an 

urban sprawl and road@ and shopping mdla have dfseurbed 

mch more area an? zoning of these typeitl of rliat;urbances 

may prove much more baneficial in the long run than 

additianal regulations on eurface mining. Thank: you very 

much. 

After Mr. Johnson, our next speaker 

Thank you, My name is Rick 

Johnson, and T. was born and raised here in the coai fields. 
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I ' m  a fourth generattlon coal miner. I've got deep roots, 

j u s t  like most of you guys back here and ladies in thm 

p a r t  of the country. live got a blg  take in ~ t .  

One thing Chat sort of appalled me a little bzt 

when I came in here this afternoon was to see a dozen state 

poltce standmg outside, Why? Was this mpposed to be a 

rally event or somethmg? Did T miss aomething? Well, 

but, anyway, comsng on insiclo thxs wonderful structure they 

would have hare, you know, we was told to go over and sxgn 

up, and so I d ~ d  that. Then s m d  go over and look at thio 

big volumes o f  these EIS statements. f guess m~et af you 

seen that when you walked in. E-X-8 ,  what does t ha t  atand 

for?  Well, thac is an Bnvzronrnental fmpacc. Statement. 

Environmental. Mow, guys, is environment the only thmg 

impacted here. Iti e taken five yeare and countlees amounts 

of time and money and number of people, that has produced 

thas wmder fu l  document thac we a l l  saw coming m,  Fxve  

yeara. Untellxng how much money. Where - -  i t ' s  a one- 

sided Issue r ryh t  now, the way X see ~ t ,  and I think the 

way a Lot of thase people out here see it. Where i s  the 

other side of the flipped coin. Here, we're setting here 

begg~ng and pleading with you guys to hold back and 

reconsider, Lhink about what you' re doing. You' re 

impacting thia entire community. Ai3. these different 
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~ouf i t tea 818, for example, &irein County, B b  parcent of the 

employment in Martin County is coal, direct coal. The same 

thing In Knott County, 75.7 percent. Now, tell me that 

humane3 should have enough respect to have at Iewt a 

pamphlet this big on the impact statement done on che human 

aspect of it, instead of three volulnes this rhlck of 

creature&! that we can' t even pronounce ehs name o f ,  the 

lictle bugs you have co look at tn a rnicroacope. What's 

the most important thing going on here, guys? It's the 

human factor, Where' s t h a t  information? Are we makicg too 

abrupt of a decieion. Yeah, we've got these wonderEuZ 

documents now thac covers N-Y-Z on all these little 

organisms, but where's it tit on the most important: aspect, 

guys? There1 s got: to be a balance, It can' t be one-sided. 

You're not. going to make good decisiorm by just: looking at 

things through the little microscope. 'ioa've got to open 

your vision, look at everything going on here today and 

throughout thew other pubhc forums that you' re having and 

consider that, please, the Important issues, deep-rooted 

issues here, Thank yo%. 

, After Mr. Hslder, our next; 

speaker w 4 1 1  be Robbie Pentecost. 

Thank you, My name i s  David 

Wilder and I'm a third generation coal. miner. I have two 
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eons tkmt are coal minere, and I ' m  proud to be a coal 

miner. That's a very honorable profeaeion. You know, I 

look around and 'X see a lot of people here today that are, 

you knew, concern& with hollow fills. You know, that's 

the major; issue that  we're dealing with, and 1'11 tell you 

right now I f  you do w h y  with hollow fz9le, you'll do away 

with coal mining. That's how aimple I t :  ie, you know. 

Don't park your car untLl you have another means o f  

transportation. f f  you do, you're going to bs rading a 

hor5e. Sf you do away with hollow fill@, we'll all be 

riding a horse, whatF@ left in Eastern Kentucky. You know, 

that's the way we feel about it. 

YOU know, coal miners are 3ust ,  for the most 

part, hardworking, honorable, j u ~ t  passive people that: 

wants t o  go to work every day, feed their families, and 

they donit: want to protest, they don't want to come and be 

seen, but nlll tell you right now if yo3 do away with 

hollow fills, you won't be able to get all the coal miners 

in Raaard. Hazard won' t hold them all. But, for the most 

part, they just want to work. They don1 t want to be out: 

here, you know, protesting and thtngs like that. ~hat'e 

not what It's all about. 

You really need to consider thie, because i t '  B 

gomg t o  affect a lot: of people in a Xotr of ways. Thank 
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you. 

A f t e r  Nr, Pentecost, our next 

speaker will be Everett Kelly. 

I ' m  Sister Robb~e Pentecost. 

I live i n  Johnson County, Kentucky, and I'm Director of the 

Catholic Committea of Appalachia. I want to say I have a 

lot in c o m n  with you in this room. My father was In the 

coal Industry far much o f  his career. Be Inved in Virginia 

and worked around the country, building the potcter plants 

that the coal fires now. But. my dad would be very 

devastated t o  see the impact: on the mountain@ and on the 

communffies because of moitntaintop removal, The Catholic 

Committae of Appalachia stands committed to its resolutian 

that it: pasemit a few years ago against mountaintop removal. 

Many poor cornunit ies have been dsst roycd with 

little 01. no resources to rebuild, and m&?y 08 ;hem 

communitres w&re flooding t o  t h i e  degree has not been ecen 

in ther last hundred years, h w e  experienced several floods 

within the lasc few monkhe. Mines have been lost, 

communities demolished, hope destroyed. It's time we hold 

tha industry aecounteble, I t8% not: you minere, i t ' s  the 

industry. For more than thirty years ,  the Catholic 
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C o m i  t tee of AppaI&chia, wi10~e members include bi~bpa, 

clergy, religious sisters and brothers and the l a i t y ,  have 

been a voice f o r  the powerless and for the sacredness of 

the earth. Our memberohip expands the entrre Appalachian 

Region and even bayond. Many of our members live and work 

in this region. We stand as a church, calling for those 

who have Iegjslative power to atop a practice thee 

detrimentalzy impacts the poor and the land at the benef lt 

of those with wealth. 

I rqxesent twenty-seven Caehol ic Df aacleets 

throughout Appalachia. I came with im MBA and twency years 

of economic development experxencc. Appalachia, whose 

roots are so rooted in the mining industry, and many of the 

counti@n who 5 w k  toward mining as their  ~lource of economic 

development, ratill has poverty en6 the poverty rates are no 

lower than in others counties in the state or ehrougholrt 

Appalachia that are not: coal producing, 

Scripture! tells us that: the earth is the 

Lozdrs, and the Pullnee8 thereof, and the world and they 

that dwell therein, which i s  Peafm 24, and, again, m 

Genesis we are called to be stewards in bright relationship 

with creation, It is nut  our land, it is God's land, and 

we are respaneibie fox all that live within It. 

'rhroughouc these yeare aa I ' ve visited many 
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employed, end the cost, what is the cost of the Eloodlng, 

of the sludge pond disaeters, of  the dynamiting? The cost 

lies with the Corpe. It lies in the communities that are 

not lleceaearxly landowners, I have experienced dynami t lng 

ae 1 sac on the porch of a f r ~ e n d  who was seeking 

retribution for the damages to h ~ s  home. The only way he 

could get retribution was to hire a Iawycx, and many in our 

camunitiee can't do that. I'm very gratefd for Borne 

Sawyers who are working in this induetry on behalf of the 

paor and those not In power, 

Chaap electricity, T've heard that ~poken about 

a lot today. It $oesntt equal econarnic development, at 

least not diverse economic development, which is to ehs 

benefic oP theaa communitms. 

$0 1 would encourage this Committee to really 

go slow in reduction of any kind of regulation. But nor 

only the regulaclon, it's the enforcement OZ the 

regulation, So often that haa been the eaee, where there 

may be laws on the books, but they're not enforce, or, as 

I know in McRoberts, Kentucky, they're enforced through 

int imidacion. 

Mountaintop removal coal mining is ext rerncxy 

profitable to che coal companies who practice it. A lawe 
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Everett Kelly, private citizen Robert Zik, TECO Coal 

pa r t  of i t s  p ~ o f i t a b i l x t y  1s becauea of  the Ewes rn~ness 

who acquire the usual t radl t ianal  methods. Mountamtap 

removal mmfng, by deotroyxng home places, I.B a l so  

destroying ancestral  grounds, sacred ground, where 

generations after generations have Sived ,  gone to chrch ,  

married, made and birthed babies, taken famrly meals, s l ep t  

in peace, died and buried. I've walked on t h e  land that 

h a s  been reclaimed, It doesn't look l i k e  t h e  mountains 

that I love md I've grown t o  onme home for me. 

I r ea l ly  calZ ygll t o  look t o  aaikty of a11 of 

h L e  and t o  look a t  thoee who are inqacced by it, not: only 

the mvvrronment , but the communxcies and the peoples whose 

lives a re  a t  stake,  

After M r .  KeKalTy, our next speaker 

vt i l3 .  be Robert Zik.  

My name 19 Everett Kelly, and 

I've worked i n  the coal industry for more than thirty-seven 

years,  and the coal zndurstry has Wen g o d  t o  me and my 

family. You know, I really,  when X got the little card 

outslde,  I didn't -- 3 read part of it and T seen yes and 

no, 1 dldn't come prepared to speak, but 3: djd came 

prepared t o  atand upr you know, far the r ights  of O W  

people in t h ~ s  area. You know, we need coal, need the 

jobs. You know, God pu t  t h i s  coal i n  t h i s  earth for a 
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purpose, Ma put oil in the  ground, h e  put gas in the 

ground, and, you know, wcn are co be g v ~ d  ~tewards, When i 

wao here a5 a boy, growing up in the coal camp, and eome of 

you, I look around and some of you Eolka out: these can 

remember those daye. Well, we thought, oh, we've beel: good 

stewards, and there still may be some out  there who may 

not,  but I chink as a general r u l e ,  wet :  of our people 

today does a great job, 

YOU know, 1'11 be some of chess fo lks  a 

speaking out against what we're here for today has not seen 

the jobs that acme of our coal miners do. You know, on 

weekends, as a family unit, and we do i t  as family, instead 

of staying horn and watching TV, we'll get out on the 4 -  

wheelers an the mountaintop removals. You know, T've seen 

f ive  pound emall mouth bass come out of some of these ponds 

that these coal companies has built, and, you know, you 

drive along now an6 you a m  deer. Ae a boy, you'd have to 

go ta  Western R@ntueky to gee a deer. You see e l k ,  turkey, 

and 1 just think i t ' s  greae . Itf B il good place t o  l i v e .  

%"hank you, 

A f t e r  M r .  Zik, the next speaker 

w i l l  be John Rausch. 

x o m  Bob Zik. I've been i n  the 

coal industry about thirty-one years,  all in Eaet Kentucky. 
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John Rausch, Catholic Diocese of Lexington, KY 

I've .?aim& my family here In Easr. Xcenttteky. What I ' ve  

Isem in the coal industry is r-egulat~on after regulation 

over the thirty-one yeam, and many interpretations of the 

regulat~onrj. The cornunity ha6 received roads and 

eveaythlng, and M r .  Faulknor menrioned a lot of service 

ministries that are put an mountalntap sites. 

Additfonal,ly, Mr. German menrioned n lot of heavy xadustry, 

or some vaqing types of fndustry. Theret B no place for 

the haavy induet r y  except on mountaintop removal s ttes. We 

don' t have it. YOU woni t; gee It, becaum they can't a£ ford 

the excavatxan. You know, Wal-Mart was mc;ntianed, fika 

Fifty Million Dollars, Zt probably takes a b u t  m o  to 

Three Million to build the building. Z'ha reat o f  x t  goes 

to axcevarian and aita. You know, more regulation deters 

industry. And when the media, meetings like this to etart 

cutting out indueray hits the newapqxr, what in8uerh-y 

wants to come to the c o m n i t y .  KL they like what they 

read, like wh&t they em,  you have a chance of bringing 

industry in the area. If you don't, then go to a more 

condu&lve are&. It's a11 in image. You know, the powder 

and coal incluetry, that's fine, itra @om@th;ing for another 

induetry zn the area, and this ~s what we have now to carry 

on through, and, you know, we tallred about the, what the 

coal incharry doae, Why can't: we swim in the Kentucky 
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R i W r 7  Straight p5@38. You know, lane un t i l  we got: some of 

these areas ctlemod up, you JULOW, that' 8 what's going to 

improve the image of the community, 

A£ t@r Mr. R~usch, our next speaker 

will be tSarland Deacon, 

I ' m  john Raueeh. I'm a Catholic 

Priest. E represent the Diocese of Lexington, Kentucky. 

I began my ministry in 1970 in Jacksen and Bxesthitr 

County, doing economic develcrpmnt. 1 spmt twelve yeaxs 

in W l m  County, Virginia in the coal fields workSng in my 

parishian for miners, fn 1989, 1 marched with the W A  

when they went on etrlEre? againat the! Pittston Corporation. 

I'm hearing this afternoon campsting ethical 

demands, f 4 m  hearing good jclibe on one hand, bur I ' m  also 

hsaring terror of creaticn on %ha other. T ' m  hearing the 

right to own property on one hand, but I also hearing 

eom~thing about the common good. Now, the strong, the 

young, the healthy workers, these are folks who can work in 

the mining industry. The elderly, the broken, the sick, 

them folks are vulnerable. That repremmta the rest of 

the commity. 

Er@loflenk in mining itr down, and Kentucky 

strip mining employment went from 17,281 in 1979 ta 4,612 

i n  the year 2000. Corporate Amririca see8 workere as ar. 
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expeneive input to production, t o  lx replaced by 

technology. The coat of mountamtop removal, the r ea l  cost 

of tha t ,  i n  terms of economics, a r e  a l l  of the new 

indust r ies  not being able t o  be develaped ae a resul t  of 

i t .  W e  won't. have an herb i inus t ry ,  we won't have cuztural 

tourism, we won't have! information tecknolcigy development, 

which could lead t o  suetam a development, 

.I"hs Catholic Chureh teachee with every right 

comes a ~ e s p ~ n s i b i l i t y .  The coal conrpanres have a right to 

their c o d .  They also have a responelbi l i ty  t o  mine i t  i n  

a responsible way, The earth is the Lord's and all who 

dwel.1 i n  i t .  God p u t  humanity in the garden to care and 

culclvato it. what you do t o  the l e a s t ,  you do t o  m e .  I 

have listened Lo people, I[ have seen the responee of 

muntaintop removal. Blaating ruins faundationa, LC dries 

up wells,  i t  causes and aggravates flooding. I ' m  againat 

mountaintop removal, because I believe it i s  a s i n  againat 

the care of creation.  f believe it is a disregard fo r  the  

common good. I believe it appoaes the  web of life, but I 'd  

love t o  see our minere work togother to came up with a 

sustainable economy for t h e  fu ture  and f o r  our children. 

Thank you, very much. 

Garland Deaton. Tom Wooton, And 

after Torn Wowton, there w i l l  be Band Creech. 

91 

Thank you, Sadiee and gemelemen. 

My name i s  Tom Wooton. I was born and rairsed and l ived 

here in Perry County a l l  ny life. A couple pue~tiona fa r  

the panel. Have you ever been on a surface mining job? 

Any of you? One pexson. But  you're going t o  regulate ue. 

I challenge you, X 1 l l  spend as much t i m e  with you as you 

want. I ' l l  take you t;o the whole mountaintop surface jobs, 

pre-law. I '  3.1 take you t o  the new ones, I've been an 

those today. I ' ve  bean on one that w a s  done pre-law, and 

X was oa one that was done post-law. P challenge you, 

before you regulate you us,  h@rers my cards, give me! a 

c a l l .  Look ac what you're regulating.  

Enviromnta1 impact, we can' t  do any k ind  of 

d ~ s t u r b m c e  w i t h  t ha t ,  with 90 percent of the  environmental 

impacr, bur because of the Legiralation and the laws tha t  

are i n  place now, o w  envzronmentral impact: is posit ive.  I 

r e a l l y  believe that .  A8 an in&usttsy, as a whola, the 

envircnmental mpact,  dons by the coal anduetry and surface 

mining, ke a poeitive impact. The streams are olfz~lner now 

than they've ever been i n  my l i f e ,  AB a bay, X remember 

the rlvers running black, because there was no Legislation 

in regard to s i l t  control. It was turned down cha r iver .  

Folks, i t J @  been a long t ime  since I ' v e  seen the rivara 

black. Catch more f ish  out of -- you can catch more bas% 
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out of the Kentucky River here in Hazard than they do out 

of some of the major lakes, quality £&ah, 

Again, some of you would like to have: my cacdfd, 

X i  11 be glad to give them to you. I ' d  he glad to spend 

t ~ m e  caking you to chose jobs. 1 challenge you to do that. 

It's got to the point we can't Eill, we can't build in 

flood zones, Correct? We're not allowed to build 

structures in flood zones, becsucla of government 

regulat  ion^ . Because of government segulat ions, you cannot 
fill a flood plane. Now, we can't frll the hollows. Where 

are we going to live? Thank you. 

David Creech. Our next speaker 

afeer Mr. Creech w i l l  be Brian Pacton. 

Thank you all for the 

oppoxtunlty. 4: had Intended not speaking, but; Mt- .  Caylor 

aaid if you're hem, you how, and bdieve in wh~t you're 

doing, you should stand up, so I definrtely need ro etand 

UP - 
I ' m  a third generation coal mmer. I worked In 

the face and currently in preparation and rrurfaue mining. 

Without hollow fills, we will not: be able to mine period. 

And, like Rick said earfler, the humn side, you know, we 

mine very responsible today, as opposed to what: happened 

when you guys put the Acr in place In ' 77, hut to -- in my 
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opinion, tto Pook at the R e g s  m B  re-stfalu&Ca the 

definitions anduse some commonsenee, eempered comonsenee, 

you bow, there1a -- the Rcga that Hayden wae referring to 

hinged on one word and chat word was left up to somebody, 

two or three different people18 opinion, well, to the 

conrmonsenlse man, a stream ain't where two water driplets go 

together and go on. A stream ie what you feliowe was 

talking about earlier.  Without hollow fi118, we will not 

be able to produce the coal that we produce today, and 

there's not enough national gas, there's not enough 011, to 

carry us, so, in my opinion, we've got to mine the coal. 

Julsr, re-evaluate the existing Rega before- you 

make any more, because X1ve noticed in the f i f t e e n  to 

seventeen years that Stve been in mining industsy, we'll 

come out with a ~ e g ,  and then there1 e a policy to in terpre t  

that, and than therere another Reg that interpret@ that 

policy, and what we end up with fe a whole lot of people 

thae our tax dollam has t o  pay for, no offenec, and then 

that juat makes a hardship on everyone, 80 no real 

dl rsccion, 

Now, I like what the one gentleman said 

earlier, talking about our governments is fanned out and not 

trusting and not working cogether, an6 I believe there's a 

whole lot: of validity to that, I how in the coal 
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Brian Patton, Starfire Mining Co. 

industry, we got better when we? worked togetbat and not 

just so much competitive nature, one company against the 

other, but when we work cugetnex, l i ke  tha! PCoa and what 
* 

have you, i t  made us a be t t e r  industry. 

So, thank you guys. I appreciate your t i m e .  

M t e s  Mr, Patton, oux next ~ g e a k e r  

w i l l  be Jzmmy Jackson. 

My name is Brian Patton. I'm 

the area managex of Scarfire Mining Crsmpamy, and I 

appreciate the opportunity to t a lk  co t h i s  group today, 

I ' m  a coal miner, I * m  a fourth genel-stmn cw3. miner. My 

family came over from Iraland a& coal miners, and coal hae 

paid f o r  my familyr ril existance., Coal puc me, through the 

iJnivc?rsity of  Kentucky and educated ms as a mining engineer 

and a profesgional angineer. X1vs had the? ~ p p r t m i t y ,  a@ 

I've grown up i n  thi~ xn&mtry, t o  l ive a better l i f e ,  t o  

see a be t t e r  l i f e ,  to see a bettar Lifa f a r  my friends and 

fo r  ny family, arid t o  see a bet ter  I f f e  far these 

c a m n i t i s s ,  PikevilLe, Ptastan.sburg, PatntsvilTe, Hazard, 

and other smaller commmiti@s in our area. 

As am& manager of Srarfiret, X re@rerJt?nt 

approximately 160 employees. As a cliviszor, of h r i ~ o l l  

Natural Reaourcas, our company represants almst Two 

Blli ion Dollam a year Fn 9TDm3 &ales. Thati a Lrsmrk. 

That's erignif lcant to t h e  rconomicl impact of our stars, but 

m e  of the thinge that I want t o  ask today and tha t  f w a n t  

t o  inform rhia group is the hypocrisy OP these peoplQ that  

are aittkng here with us co our l e f t .  I've been wirh them 

people. I ' v e  m e t  with them Ear the last year and a ha l f ,  

T h ~ e  is who stand5 i n  our way. The induetry hae txied to 

be very imavat ive  i n  how we can nddrees these issuee. 

We're not opposed t o  the irasues of mitigation.  We're not 

apgoncard t o  leeuaso -- we're not: oppose& to paying for what 

i e  cal l  damage. We're mt opposed t o  that. But the  peaple 

that: have stood i n  our way a s  have went t o  them hae been 

these graups, We prrpposed t o  clean up the  stream, their  

sever l i n e  projec ts ,  T was cold by one of the  regional 

managers of the Carp of Engineers, *wetre not intereetad i n  

sewer projec ts .  We're not interested in water problems. 

Those muld  encourage developmcsnt I n  EaBtern Kentucky and 

that's not whae we vtant , " Whor s "we*? I thought f was W e .  

But what r fmd out 18 they-re we. They're the  ones 

decidmg it. 

The other problem tha t  I'm running in to  with 

t h i s  group i s  when they need something and rhey need mney 

hciauoe of budget sho r t f a l l s ,  who do they come to. They 

don't come to KFTC, Because we donst regulate marijuana 
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growth. They come t o  us, Thay come to us far money, 

These people c a w  ra us to help build roads. They tell us 

to go help certain landwmrs. They come tc ui+ behind the 

scenes and tell us, "We need you to help wzth projects. We 

need you to fund project sr. " And we do. He have for years, 

Starf ire Mining ha% worked for many years at the Unzversity 

of Kentucky on tree reforastation projects, groundwater 

studies, cumpact ion studlea, recl.amat &on studies . The 

f i r s t  lseven elk [:hat were brought to the Stake of Kentucky 

ware at Starf i r e  Mining. 9 don't see KFTC bring elk, f 

don' t see then; brinkng sol'~tionrs, 3t1s very @my ko stand 

up and say, you know the coal. industry needs to do this, 

yuu know, As f ' ve  heard many people that have protsesced 

the coal industry today, I've also heard them m y ,  "You 

k n o w ,  if the coal industry would get together a d  figure 

cut how to bring uthm industries," We're trying, you 

know. We're the one@ that's developed che industrial 

parks. We're the ones that's trying to come up with the 

infrastructure prolccts, 

I put in front of this group previously the 

Troublesome Creek sewer project, forty-seven miles of sewer 

l i ne ,  which took approxirnataly fifteen hundred homfta off 

the straight pipes. I mid we would be the  seed to start 

it, and as we continued to go forward, we would help fund 
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amee in t h i s  roam that agreed 

to g e t  on the bandwagon. Nobody i s  interested. Xt'a nut 

what they want .  You go to Lexington, their parent Hamburg 

Farm Complm. I lived there. I see it every clay. I think 

i t ' s  much mare disgraceful than whar I see a t  S t a r f i r e  

Mining, and thaf will navex -- that area w i l l  never, ever, 

be gzeen agam. Yes, we use the land at Starfire for a 

period of rime, We do cut the traea down, but withzn a 

year to two years, we do rercl.sim it back. bde pfanc ex@cB 

back, we plant grass, and it * 8 green. Ham33uq Farm will 

never be green again. Wyette  Mall will sever be green 

again. 

So thmk alzout what It is you're zleking ue to 

do tod(eiy. YOU know, we are the inelmtry in Eascoln 

Kentucky. t8e know we woni c be here forever, and we are 

crying ta flgum out a better way for this community to 

move forward in the  next twenty years, the next thirty 

years, and Z challenge the KETC, put your money where yvdr 

mouth i i a .  8tep up to the plate, Thank yau. 

Our next speaker, J i m y  Jackson, 

and after Jimmy Jaekeon will bt3 Andy Wtrlie.  We'll 

probably -- r think we're going to h running a little 

beyond 5:05 o'clock, 80 X hope you folks will just bear 

with us. We're going to get: everybody sn tharle, ten more 
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Jimmy Jackson, UMWA and Local 5890 
Andy Willis, private citizen 

speakers, 

Thank you. I work for the 

S t a r f i r e  Mine and repreeen t  the UMWA and t h e  Local 5890, 

I've been a coal miner all my life, X started at eighteen 

year old. Coal mining %Wit my two Bisterer and other 

brother to U-R, f t "  been good to me, ftfs been g m d  to 

af? ny family. Everybody hap ad&ressad about a l l  the 

issues that could be covered, but the iesue S ' d  like to 

addrsa~, i f  you put all theea laws and mgulationa on the  

coal mining, what about the gas company. They can go in, 

pueh it over the hill, cause elips and slides, nothing ie 

done, There at my 5ouse and my Eatheris house, every 

evening from 6:00 to  about 8:00 o'clock, you can't set. 

outaicle for a gas smell, I t f e  been reported to the EPA. 

Naching ia done. So wby punish tIze coal ladustry when 

we' re not: tire anby ones out there. Thank you. 

After Mr. Willia, our next speaker 

vi;l be Vince H@rtnan, 

I ' m  Andy Willis. I'm from 

Columbue, Ohlo, originally, I ' m  now from Pike County. 

I've heen tlh@re? akxxsr: sixteen years, well, i n  Appalachia 

for about sixteen p a r a ,  Being from Colwmbua, you might 

first th ink ,  well, he's on the environmentalist agenda 

hcret, bwa~llb~~e~ you bowr he's dot f ram K~rit t~cky, &A the  

reason you might th ink  t h a t  i s  because i f  occure to mcs that 

a Jot of the complaints about, wmtaintop mining come from 

outside of Appalachia. For instance, up i n  Laxxngtan, they 

had a little rally up there,  you how, pszcrtesting mining, 

and four people are arreeted, and, emording eo che 

newspaper, thoee four people, I believe two of them were 

f rom North Carolina, one of them wbs from Indiana, one wae 

from T@messee, none from Kentucky, But, being from Ohio, 

I know a lot of paogls up there, they donle understand the 

isaxas w i c k  momraintop mming, and, you know, a t  f i rer .  

glance think a l l ' #  bad with the mountaintop mming, but: 1 

wa& golfing yesterday, as a matter of face, up at the 

Twistad Gun Gap Golf Course and t he  Mingo-Logan, and 

Premier Energy Nines. That is a golf couree, a 

recreational am&, that would not e x i s t  x f  it weren't for  

mountaintop rnlnislg and valley f i l ls .  And aa Z looked over 

at the mountain6, 1: saw another operation ongoing sight now 

that  Premier Energy 2s - -  I metern t h m  is  up i n  Mingo 

County, Weer Virginia and this stuff dcdurB in Kentucky, 

too, but thereta an operation activa right; now and I 

believe they're a t i l l  trying to get everything ~tretightened 

out to extend theis valley filla F n  order Co Leave the  

mountain flat instead of reclaiming it back to A X .  If 
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Leslie Combs, private citizen 

they (30 t h a t ,  the  King Coal Elghway i~ going to come 

through over that momtaintap and save, the  &am of Heat 

Virginia and the federal government tens of millions of 

dollars, but they ' re  fighting tooth and n a i l  to get this 

approved. You know, they're f igh t ing  the Carp anB the EPA 

in that i n  trying to get these valley EiLla. Otherwise, 

they puc the mountain back and the King Coal IIighway comes 

in and then they take the mountain back off, they put the 

valley fills in, if &hey let them put the highway in. 

The bottom line ia what occurred here today i&, 

you WOW, we can put induetry,  we can put; hoslpitalsi, and 

fac tor ies ,  and golf courses, recreational area@ back an 

them mountaintop areas, but 1 think the environmental 

extremists, ehey don't want golf course#, hoeipical, 

industrial p~rks, in place of multain tops. They'd r a t he r  

just have the mountam  top^. DUC on this paint, I don't 

believe you're i n  the major~ty. r th ink  the majority o f  

people would rather have these businem opprtunitial~ and 

economic davcllopwm. So, you. kow, I j u s t  --  we don't 

want legs regul&ions, We just don't want you to saddle us 

with a whole lot more regulations. That's my thought, 

Thanks. 

Vince Herman. Vince Hex-man. 

Leslie Comba will be the next: speaker, and after  Leslie 
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Combs, Mika amsal. 

My name i s  Lealie Combs. Z was 

barn and raised In beautiful Hazard and Perry County. 

Thank you, the! mining industry. I've been fortunate for 

the last twenty-four years to work in the mining industry, 

and I 'm vexy proud of t h a t .  I've worked for four different 

reapons ib le  , conseicnt. iou~, co?Z omere. Twenty years ago, 

E took my daughter up on a job. She caught her first fish 

xi one of our ponds, Took it home and ha& 4 t mounted. Got 

itr. today. The signrficance of that i s  today 1: could take 

her up on cRa amme property, the same job, and she could 

catch fish, but twenty years later, there's more af them 

and thsy ' ra  bigger. Tftank you, mining industry. 

Inve lived here, the mining industry hae 

stlppcree6 my family, Ttr has allowed Hazard and Perry 

County t a  grow by h%%p~ @nd bcmrrdts, f worked for City 

Governant before I cams to work in t h e  mining induetry, 

and J know how we struggled day in and day out meting 

bill#, but thanks ro the growth of this area, and a lot of 

that 1% reaponaible of the mining industry, both d e q  

mining and surface +ning, very resgotwible mining, thie 

area has grown past any expectation t h a t  it aver had, and 

1: th ink  that this area, I think the  Cornmanwealth of 

Kentucky owes a greet deal of gratitude fur what the mlnlng 
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Mike Hansel, private citizen 

indu~try has done. Thank you. 

After Mr. Hansel, o m  next; speaker 

will be Paul Johnson. 

M y  name i e  Mike Hansel. I ' m f rum 

Preetoneburg, Kentucky. f 'm proud to be working in the 

coal im&mxy for the la~t twenty-five years, cwenty of 

that in enviromntal complrance. 1 have -- T didn't come 
here prepared to speak today, but I did coma with a few 

Observations, and one of them was s l t b m d  BB f walked In, 

I noriced the! little podium out front with the Rentuckiane 

for the Comnwealth and their Little slogan was, "Fighting 

for the people and tbrj land.# Hell, numhr one, folke, my 

daddy rained a big old boy, and 1 can handle my own 

fighting. Number two, rhar'a my land, not yours, X'Zl take 

care oE i t ,  

X also will Lay forth a suggeotion for the 

slogan, S C  should be changed to, We, the will ing, fed by 

the unknowing, instead of nfight j ng Ear the people and far 

the land.' f thank you for just an opportunity just. to 

speak my peace for just one secofid hare. 

3 think Etbout: whet my grandfather caught me, 

juet  like DQo Gibson spake of earlier, 1 flaw the active 

face of a working coal mine when 1 nets five yeare, but i t  

wasn't my tuom that: liked to beat my dad to death, it was my 
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gsan-ther &acing on my grandfather fo r  taking me in the 

coal, mznas. But: X ale0 got to sctrl the same thing Don did. 

1 got to see people warking in the coal mine with a pick 

and shovel, with breast augers, proud people from Kentucky. 

Kencuekitma for Kentuckians, that' e what we are. That a 

w h a t  the coal mining indu~try 18, If fa lke  have a prablem 

with coal mining, it za because they have a problem, and it 

i 5  a minority, I r  i e  not the m7ority. 

And, a5 far a8 valley fitla and they're placed 

in streams, the@@ folks that are working with t h e  Btream 

mit~gation will t e l l  you that rha f i r s t  thing they have to 

do on the stream rnitigplkmn, most of rhct sereame are 

mitigated, ia ramover the automobiles, the hot water 

heaters, the washing machines and the pampers out of the 

trees. 

ha far ae the definition of a atrem, f don't 

think that Websterts, Funk m d  Wagonela, or the 

Encyclopedia Btitacfna has seen fit to alter their 

definition of what a estream is or to alter their defin~tion 

of what natura l  waters ie, contrary to the beliefe of am@ 

of our governmental agencies. X am pro-coal, I am pro- 

people, 1 am pro-Kentucky. We need mountaintap removal, wet 

need valley f i l ls ,  We don't necessarily need lase 

regulation, but; wo need to be able to mine coal. We 
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Paul Johnson, private citizen 

definitely dcjn9t: need more! regulation, and I: w i l l  r e f e r  ta 

something else my grandfather taught me a long time ago, 

the def Snition of government, unless they've! changed it, 

thia is what: the definition of regulation is a m s e  built 

to government'm spcr?cif~catians. Thank you, 

After Paul Johnson, our next 

ppeaker will bet Adam Stacy. 

My name is Paul Johnson. Ifva 

been in and wound the coal mining industry far about the 

Last thirty-five years, ~ ' d  like to say that the coal 

industry is one of the most overly regulated industries in 

the tfnited Staters. I  think you ccsultl build c.1 nuclear power 

plant with less regulation8 that you can gecting a permit. 

X worked with the Diviaribn of Reclamation f o r  ten yaara, 

from 1970 to 1 3 8 0 .  You had one agency to deal with to get 

a permit. Today when Chey cams out, we've got five or s i x  

different agencies. You satisfy on@, you've not satiefted 

the other one. It 's  &1way~ 8omething. 

Qna of the biggest problems f 've got is ~ o m e  of 

the terminology that you all w e .  You've admitted Chat 

you've never been on surface jobs hardly. Re donltr fill 

valleys. We're not Eilling the %henandoah Valley. We're, 

not filling the Red River Valley. Where I come from, i t ' s  

called the head of a holler. I t ' s  back up the head o f  
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nowhere where there" eekhing. And just Ziks the m m  61 

w h i l e  ago, I challenge you to corn out, w$lk up to the head 

o f  some of the%% hollows wicfi me, befaro the coal mining 

gees I n  there. Watch for a few copperheacts and 

ratrleenakes as you go, Theyr nothing up in there,   he 

water o~3.y rune when it rains. We've got the -- f r m  

presently zm eq3oyee  of Pine Branch Coal. We've got areas 

down there when I was a boy growing up, you'd gone to sane 

rnsnnows and they was juat potholes of water: up the creek, 

I t  didn't: flow during the em&rtirne. Now I t  flows year 

round. If the Depaxcmnt of Fiah a& Wildlife wants to 

corn in to it, they talked about their little snail 

geiudans, we call them jack minnows, We used to &an@ them 

up in the creek and we'd throw them up on the bank, The 

frsh w w J t  even bite them. 

Everything thatt 8 being Bone now is being done 

for the good. You've heard ppeple talk abaut all the 

different i ndwt r i ee ,  everything that has be@n brought in 

eo this area, and i t ' e  becauee of mounta$ntop removal, and 

i t ' s  bbecaucse of %he head of  the hollow E~ll8, nor valleys. 

we're not peddlzng down the mlddle of the North Fork River, 

and I think that's som of the things that you all need -- 
you all need to come out and look at what's going on now, 

now what: happaned twenty-five yeare ago, Don't take 
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Ben Perry, private citizen 

somebody else's word for what'e going on. Take that man 

up, come our. and talk ta m e ,  fill take you up to all of our 

jobs. You know, we can show you where it's being dona 

right. We can show you that improving the land and it18 

makmg sornethmg that's worth something, something the 

landlords can have from now on. We don't need anpars 

regulations. We've got more than enough rrght now, more 

than enough agencies t a  have to deal wzth. 

Adam Stacy. Ben Perry. After Mr. 

Perry, our next speaker will be Meg Noore, 

Hello, My name i s  Ben Perry, and 

X ' m  one o f  those dreaded outsiders that you all have been 

talking about:, and coming tiers speaking against mountaintop 

removal, I kind af feel like Rick Pitno walking i n t o  Rupp 

Arena, but to answer the gentlemanis gueatron about, yau 

know, why people, outraidex, I ' m  from Lexington, I work in 

R ~ ~ k ~ c n f l t l E ?  County, I'm the? director of Organfzatian of 

appalachian Sczenct in the Public Interest. 

O u t  eiders have a different perapectiw , and you 

may think it's st bad perspective, you m y  think it's a good 

perrjpecttve, h t  it'8 a different parspective. 50, in 

term of being from, you know, this county and working in 

the coal industry, X guess kt i s  you just have an outsider, 

but: S ' m  also a human baing and f have eyes and have sass 

1 07 

and r have Eealinge, and I have a family, I have a w i f e ,  f 

have  kid^, an8 Tim here just to speak on behalf of my 

perspective. 

I certainly had my eyes oponed today about some 

of: the things that miners  and othere have had to say, and 

I hope that: people give met the same respect. Before f carno 

down here, I wrote a few notes, just basicalZy why should 

people be concerned about: ilttact mo~ntaine, and the first 

thing that came out w m  basically jwt beauty, peace, and 

tranquility. Nobody gecs rzch on beauty, peace, and 

trangililiey ie the problem, so it's a difficult thing to 

defend, but X think there's B great dlaal of value in it, 

and I think that: in generally speaking , the. phcee that get 

mountaintop remavt~d tonight, experience a degree of thect 

that they would otherwim, 

Retch intact wunta in  i s  also a sustainable 

economy In to  itself. at's got timber, which is renewable 

and sustainable. It's got non-timber forest produces, 

medicinal herb#, VELTIOIIB other products that have economlc 

as well art cilitur&i value. It provides xecrcation 

oppoxtunitierr that a rrtountaintop rewval sit@ cannot 

supply. rt aupg%ies clean water, and it purifies air to a 

degree that there rs beically nothing that you can build 

from the h u m  point of view that will do the ~ d m e  job. A 
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lot of srtatcie been &one recently, talking abut the value 

of an Pntact echo ayEttm, versue a disturbed echo system, 

and it paye fo r  itself many, many, many, time8 over, 

In  tsm of by adversity, what doee an mtact 

mountam have. By adversity, we are In the middle righC 

now of a world class irreplaceable gifc from our Creator. 

Of a13 the pople and all the place& bn all the world, 

Gaatern Kentucky i e  giftad wrth a remarkable treasure. T 

ran into a guy, a proeesaclx from South&rn XLLinois 

University, he stopped on X-75 and went down to the 

Rockcastle River and w m  turning over rocks looking for 

crayfish. He! wae in Heaven, He was ecstatic. We found 

@even spciea herd never eoen before. Prnd he wws t e l l i ng  ma 

chat the Cumberland Plateau wae essentially a rain forest 

wh~n it come ta crayfish. You may not case for cmyfish, 

and X1m nor. thal: crazy about them myself, but they're part 

of the way of life that support8 all of us. 

Hith mountaintop removal, itta all going m one 

full swoop, the whole ching, rnounrain divertxity che tzmber, 

the non-timber foretat:  product^, eert-tain types of 

recreation, the, water qua1 i t y  to a great dle;gree &rid the air 

qual~ty alrnaat completely. So why ahould we care about 

rntact mountains? 'Fb me, the number one and w s t  important 

point that 3 want: to make i~ just: reepecf: f o r  the Creator 
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and cr@rption, Have we no a h m ?  I wae alwaye brought: up 

to believe you don't deetroy what p can't replace, and I 

don't know anybody here, no matter haw much money they've 

got and how much expertise they've got can go replace an 

intact mountain. 

I certainly feel for the minerat position, and 

3 know and f 've talked to a lot of them that: fee1 this wayr 

and a lot of  them c m ' t  speak out, buk Xtv@ Calked tu a l o ~  

of them aa& they feel really preseured. They'xe pu tmin  a 

position where they have to detaecrate t h e i r  homeland or go 

sornewbre and retrain Or leave the land, leave the pl-taoe 

that: they were brought: up In. Mountaintop removal ha8 been 

brought up before, Xt pz&dces fewer jobe per ton of mined 

coal than any other mechod. ~hertt are much other better 

auatnknabie ways that p u  could ha doirtg and will bring 

more jober to a comw~lty, and X have every full belief that 

if mxnews were! in charge, they would do it better than the 

absentee inveetors are currently doing. I have no question 

about it, I. mean the people t h a t  fivn in a place and take 

care o f  a place, have to raise farnilLeo in a place, are 

going to do a better Job. Most of the people tha t  own 

these mines, invast in these mines, $0 not Live hare, 

lpli s h a m  a couple of thaughts I had after the 

very first time 1: saw a mountaintop renroval site. Fzret of 
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Men Moore, Kenhuc kians for the Commonwealth 

911, T dldn' t: m c h  believe i t ,  I didn' t  t h i n k  t h t  strongly 

about It. L thought it was j u ~ t  kind of an exaggeration by 

a knee jerk environmentallst, basxcally, until I saw it. 

But, however, we have somehow allowed the moat beautiful 

and biologically diverse portion of our &ate t o  become a 

world class mining with a degree s f  arrogance and 

netzmightedness. Orre hundred yeare f r a  now, the chilbren 

of  Appalachia w i l l  look at what's l e f t  of t h e i r  mountains 

i n  amazarnttnt tha t  frumms were so thoughtleae and barbaric 

only a century before, Jus t  as when r was a boy, we were 

amzed t ha t  only a century bafare me, people were ea 

thoughrfem and barbaric as to deal with alavas. I think 

you need t o  -- I think we need t o  b g i n  t o  switch t he i r  

noble energy sources that ahould have been accotqlished i n  

the &ate 7 0 ' s  and 80 Is ,  and we can do that every minute. 

The sun prov~des  enough energy t o  power the  en t i r e  world 

for a p a r .  

After Meg Moore, i t  ' e  Paul ,  I think 

~ t ' s  Lyon, L-y-o-n. 

H I .  My name is M@g Moore and I 

l i v e  at Harlan, Kentucky. I ' m  a membex of Kentuckians for 

the Commonwsalth and a formex employee and a lot of folks 

have spoken a lor; about: Kentuckians for the camnweal th  

today, ao I just wanted t o  atate a few things Plbout 
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a l t h  before I talk about 

wuataintop rrewval. 

Kentuckians for  the Corrmwnwealth ie a citizens 

organization. ft was Btar ted  i n  1981 i n  Eastern Kentucky. 

M e  have th i r teen  chapters across Kentucky, eight of which 

are In Eastern Kentucky. Kantuckians fo r  the Commonwealth 

members are, your nexghbars, We have members zn almost 

every camunity in Perry County, We have chapter8 i n  Perry 

County, Knott County, Latcher County and Leslie county, 

Harlan County, People tha t  are conolsrned abut mountaintop 

ramavaL are  not outhiidere. People t ha t  are concerned ahour 

mountaintop removal axe your neighbore, because it: 1s your 

nt4ighbsra that are being hurt by mountaintop removal. 

X " Y &  BpenC the Iadt four years v i s i t i ng  coal 

minexs w h s  have had gsol;lmm wiEh mining problems. I 

visitad val ley  fills, flooded silt ponds, seen sludge, 

blztesting damage, been on mining inspections, talked with 

mining fnapactors, reseetrch permits, bug most imlportetntly, 

I 've. talkle~d with hundreds of people, pr iva te  landowners, 

whom property, t h g ~ r  private property, has been desrroy@d 

by irmsponsiblt? mining p r a c t ~ c s e ,  including mountmntop 

rsmval. Piny of thoee IrreeponsxbLe mining practices,  ~ ' d  

Zfke t o  a&, were dons by comptm5ee who have declared 

bankruptcy to avoid l i t i g a t i o n  and gat out: of contracts,  
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companies like Horizon, 

I have serlous problems with the 

recommendations in the Environmental TmpaCt Statement, 

would Beem to juet streamline the error fillad permitting 

process. Coal can be mined without heavy bla~ting and 

hollow fills, Yes, it will coat more to the industry, but 

Z'r will cost lese to our comunitiea, our environment, and 

our future. I feel like the option of abandoning hollow 

fill19 was not seriously ooneichrtrd, despite the evidence i n  

thfs Bnvironmentczl Xmpacf: Sratemcznt of hollow f i l b  Impact 

to our environment, 

I ' m  going to t a l k  about three specif rc ways 

Chat X think mountaintop xemovaf. i a  destroying Eastem 

Kentucky. Fir&& of all, mountaintop removal ie dependant 

on illegal blasting regulations. The blasting limits that 

are considered legal are a joke. They were d&velop.ped tn 

the 1980'e based on homes without wmdows, different 

geology and eaxZier blasting t@chnology. I've watched 

mdividual hams be cracked, individual, landownem, their 

homes be destroyed by blaetfng that is cowidexed legal. 

~ l m s t  every blasting complaint tha t  a person f i l e s  in 

Kentucky, they get the same l~ttas that cays that blasting 

is within Legal limita. Blasting cannot deetroy homes and 

be llsqal. S m C W  say5 that coal ccmpanics have the 
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responsibilfty to prevent damage t o  pervons and property. 

Our kl  asting limit6 do not do that, and mountaintop removal 

is dependent: on them illegal blaaring regulatione, 

With mountaintop removals, the other big 

problem ie valley f i l 1 8 ,  Valley fille are killing our 

streams, the burfed pfpea and then what; comes off of thozone 

valley fills. The scientific evidence ie clear that 

headwataro are critical Ca a stream'a health. I have 

watched water come o f f  of valley fill in Harlan Camty that 

looka like wet eomentr. Ponds at the bottorn of hollow E x L h  

are consistently poaltly maintraine& and too small, valley 

Eiils cawe fioodlng to homee below them, Valley fills 

abould be of durable material. Theypara not* 

Mawkairttop remavipfl ie not good f a r  our 

economy. Coal mning has built much of Eastern Kentucky 

fur the leet hundred years, but now our conamulikics are 

fading. T%le mechanization of coal mining monne lea% and 

leas petop,plrs now work in the coal 3nduscq than ever have 

before, Right in Harlan County, we just have ts cloae -- 
we just voted to cloec tkrse of our high schools and merge 

them into a new BC$QQB~ because of declining population. 

Tkat l e  a c m n l t y ,  ae wny people have s a M ,  that i s  

dependent, an coal mining jobs, and 1e813 and less people are 

working In that. industry every year, and that's not because 
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Paul Lyon, Mineral Labs, Inc. 

of envirantnt;ntnl regulat ion@, that ' B because of 

mechanization and that w i l . 1  continue. 

Baotern Kentucky needs jobs and a future not 

baeed on coal, becauas t h e  jobs and coal are going away 

because of mechaniaat ion,  Jveryone knows that. That ' s why 
w e  had the coal severance tax, but mountaintop removal 

k&lTe that future, because no matter what the propaganda, 

tourieta are not going to come and look at these devastated 

mountains and fields and fitreams. And new and returning 

reaidants axe not ~joing to come buy houses next: to blasting 

azid without good well water. 

Mountaintop removal is rtat good far our future, 

Zt's irreoponaible, ahoresighred, and i t  does no good for 

Esatarn Kentucky, mank you. 

Paul Lyon. 

My name t o  Paul Lyon, and f ' m  

president and owner sf Wirtcral bands, Incorporated, 

corporate office i n  Salyereville, Kentucky, We have 

several I&s, a13 running down the Appalachian corridor 

syetern. Our przmry business is coal, water, and sail 

sampling and analyzation, Without the coal industry, 

mineral labs would not be here. In Salyersville, we have 

four  major employare, the largeot one being ~ t a t e  and 

federal government, the sleccnd, a1 though not by population, 
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is attorneys, the thtrd h e w  Continental Convr?gtor, 250 

plue. Why are tkey in Balyerstville? The coal mining 

industry. The fourth largaet i o  Mineral Labs. We employ 

eomwlrere around 135 people. Rithout t h s e  people, would 

be -- without Continental Conveyor and Mineral tabs, which 

are rnduetrial smployeee, at would make a s~slsstantial dent 

I n  our county's presence or exi.stence. 

I just recently employed -- we've been told 

50me Bevarcta t ing - - h a w  been given aomcs devastating 

Infomat ion  ab0ut mmtaintop removal. bet me gxve you a 

liCcle note here. I employed a young man from Pikevfllc? 

Co12ege, a chemist, which mr~t likely would have had to go 

out of the area if It had not been fox oar business. He 

want;ect t.a practice in hi@ professtion, He earned enough 

spending money to go to Plkevflle Col1age from raieing 

cattle and farming hay' Where did he do this? He did this 

on rabandaned mines, on f ioL3.0~ f l l i e ,  on mountaintop 

removal5. 

Beauty ie in the eye WE thc beholder. Sottie of 

you all have said that mountaintop removal was tatally 

devastating and ugly, To me, mountaintap removal, where 

you have t h e  grasslands and istolate6 ponds, i5 one of the 

most bemciful pxcturea d'v@ evel: seen, 

Durfr,g the  9Q1s, I had the fortune to be 

If6 
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JeRCoker, facilitator9 Kentucky evening session, opening comments 

appointed Fish and R ~ l d l i f e  Commissioner of the Seventh 

Di s t r i c t ,  which Perry County i s  within tha t  Dis t r ic t .  

During those tour years, 1 was able t o  stock deer and 

turkey primarlfy In tha t  Dis t r ic t .  The sgsc i a l i a t s  of the  

Fish and Wildlife Deparrmenr had pinpointed the araas t ha t  

these deer and turkrys were t o  be; released for  restoration,  

reatcocking. Wary place tha t  they designated was e i t h e r  on 

a motmtaintop removal, abandoned s t r i p  mine, o r  a hollow 

f i l l .  That should t e l l  you ~omething, people. It should 

t e l l  you 8omethfnq. TWO of the la rges t  areas for  wi ld l i fe  

development i n  the Sta te  of Kentucky came from strip 

nining, Peabody in Western Kentucky, Starfire i n  Eastern 

Kentucky. 

Th* mining imlustry, Mineral Labs supports t h e  

mining industry ma  hundred percent and hopefully i n  t h e  

future we'd lzke t o  see it t r i p l e .  Thank you, 

That's our: l a s t  speaker fax the 

e f  ternaon sesaion, As you &la probably already know, t;hero 

wrll  be an evening aession. We'll a l l  rotu-m. We'll get 

a b i t e  t o  eat  and I'm eure you need t o ,  too. X think they 

do plan t o  lock the  f a c i l i t y  up u n t i l  we open it back up, 

so probably you a l l  need t o  head on out.  Thank you. 

.A 

Okay, folks,  l e t ' s  try t o  f i n d  a 

Beet .  W e  need to g e  this bearing started, the evenmg 

8essxon o f  t h ~ s  bearing started. I ' d  l i k e  to wefcome you 

to  the public hearing on the DraEt Mountaintop Nfning 

Progrsmmatic Environmental Impact Statement, We'll begm 

wPcb s 6 w  general information tababout the f a c i l i t i e s  here. 

This is a non-smoking facility, We ask tha t  you ga outside 

our bullding to smoke. Pleaeo nore the location af the 

emergency exits. In the event of an emergency, proceed in 

an orderly fashion, as quickly as possible, t o  the nearest 

ex l t  from the building,  The arestmoms tor the f a c i l i t y  a r e  

loeatord out, you go back out in to  the Labby, take your 

left, and i t '15  be the: f i r s t  door on your I r f t .  

Approximately every hour o r  oo during the couree of the 

hearing, we'l l  c a l l  POP a f ~ v e  minute comfort break. 

HopeEuPly, t h i s  w i l l .  provida suff ic ient  opporturiity for 

ave?~"yonts t o  take a break, so  tha t  no one need m i s s  any of 

what is  sa id  here today. 

ka you entered the forum, you had co have 

noticed rhe mgi s t r a t i on  table. We hope tha t  everyone 

regletersd as you came i n ,  and i f  by %am chance you 

didn' t ,  we ask tha t  you take a moment t o  r eg i s t e r  before 

you leave, Folks w i l l  no doubt be coming and going 

throughout the hearsng, and t h i s  i s  the only way we have t o  

get a reasonably accurate idea of the public par t ic ipa t ion  
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at these hearing$, And ewn m ~ r ~  importantly, if you came 

here today with the intent of speaking at l;ho hearing, you 

must complete a regiotration card. Tf yau do plan to speak 

an8 haven7 a already registered, please go back and reg i s te r  

as il speaker now, If there's anyone who mlglnt need 

sssiatance in coming up to the podium co speak, please let 

cbe folks at the registration desk know, ao there i s  an 

aecsos ramp to the st~ge and ocher form of ssrsistance can 

be grcsv~dsd as necessary. 

With that said, lecie move into the mar@ 

subetantive part of cha public hearing, As yau may already 

how, as part of the December 1998 Settlement Agreement, 

the agenciaz~ represented here on t h e  stage tbdwy agreed to 

participate i n  the preparation of: the Prwramatic 

Environmental Impact Statement on the ihyracte of 

mountaintop mining and their associated valley fills, The 

purpoea of thia Progranm\atic EIS, as specified in t h  

Settlement Agr@emcnt, was to cvnslder developing agency 

policies, guidance, and coordinated agency decision making 

processes to minimize to the mgximum extent practical the 

adverse envrronmental effect@ to water8 of the Uni ted  

State8 and to fish and wildlife resourcers affected by 

mountaintop operations, and to the environmental raeoulrces 

that could be effected by the size and location of excess 
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spoil disposal sites and valhy  fills. 

I n  the period of  time eince the Settlement 

Agreement, the agenciee have diligently w ~ r k e d  an the EIS. 

The agencies' effort@ culminated in the development and 

release of this draft document: Eor public revkw on May 

2st% The usual t@view period Lor a draft EIS ie 45 clays, 

however, recagnizzng the widespread interest in the 

document and the need to provide additional time for tlm 

public to work their way through the eompXexities of ite 

conteat, we have axtended the time frame for review and 

cement, A 90 day public review para& and ccrment -- 
public review and comment period will end at clo~e of 

busines8 on AuguBt Wh, 2003. 

Thirj is one of two public hearings planned In 

~tssociation with the developmnt of this document, The 

purpose 5 2  these, krearinga i r s  to hear your co~nments on the 

draft: EES. We cannot reepond to your Commente, during the. 

haarmga, Your colamerite will be transcribed and w e  will 

respond to them in writing am part of the final EXS. We 

are hem today to listen to you, to hear what you have to 

say reletrant to the continued devc?l.oproent of the EIS 

documnt. We rectxpize that many oarganlzatiorns end 

individualts wanted to comment, so w e  W v s  structured these 

aesorons to offer a8 tnaq ss goesible the opportunity LO do 
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SO. T h i ~  is a two-yaxC sessmn. The f i r s t  asesion ran 

from 2 t 00 to 5 : 00 e a r l i e r  today, an8 the  second session, of 

course, which we're a t  now, runs from 7:00 to 11:00, 

So that w e  may be sure we have proviaed 

everyone who may chmse to epwk, an opportunity t o  do so, 

w e  must l imi t  your speaking time t o  f i ve  minutes, some of 

you may have pore c o m n t a  than can be addreeeed in five 

mi nu re^. If so, you are  encouraged t o  submit them 

addicianal thought8 and comments zn writ ing.  Yvu do not 

need t o  speak here t o  subnut comments. You may submit 

wxit;t~n comenes t o  the  a t tent ion  of M r .  John Forren, U.S. 

EPA, 3 w 0  1650 Arch Stxeet,  Philadelphia, Pemaylvania 

19503, through the close of  the  c o m n t  period sn Auguirt 

29rh, 2000, We aleo have provided a comment bax a t  the 

r~ tg r s t r a t i on  table  in the foyer. If you choose to, you may 

place your written comments on the d ra f t  BLS i n  tha t  box 

ard we will see that they are coneidared, along wikh all 

other written and oral comente. 

A$r wa continue with today's public hearing* we 

would l i k e  t o  take a few inomenre t o  make you aware of Borne 

of the  ground rules for chis hcthsxng and desczibe how we 

intend to proceed, As indicated on the sign at t;he 

entrance m t a  the bu~lding, fo r  safe ty  reasons and a6 that: 

a l l  participants can m a  the public hearing, we've asked 
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that averyane pfieaea mfrain from Isrir@$ng &a or displtsying 

signa, banncre, o r  posters i n  the building. We ask Chat 

you please be courteous with others who are speaking and 

refrain erom expressing support o r  eppwxtxon to  conmenre 

the Bpeaker is mking. 

AB we proceed through t h e  hearing, z f  you have 

need, Ear whatever reason, to reference the draft $IS or 

appendices, copies of these documents axe available f a r  

reference? i n  the foyer entranceway. A b o ,  if you did not. 

aLready receive a CD vet'sion of the dlraft EX8 document, a 

limited number of CD1s of the draft document: are avetihble 

at the reference tabla an a P i r c l t  cam, firm serve, b e i s .  

f f  we run out; and you would like? t o  recaivs a CD copy, you 

Ray also  leave your name and addmea w i t h  the person at the 

reference desk and a CD of the d s ~ f t  document w ~ l l  be, 

mailea to you, 

As prwiaus',y stared, in arcZer to ape& a t  t h i s  

hearing, you must rsgieter 41: the r eg i s t r a t i on  desk i n  the 

f q a r  or antranceway, indicating your dealre t o  speak. If  

you didn' t  come hero intending to apeak, but ctaange y m r  

mind during the  courge of the hearing, you, too, must 

regie ter  at the regis t ra t ion  dask, planned f i ve  millute 

comfort breaks approximateZy every hour should provide the 

opportunity fo r  yu t o  r eg i s t e r  t o  speak, i f  you haven't 
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already done eo. You may not I'sgiBter to okpcak and then 

give any portion of your speaking time to anyone else. If 

you speak and do not take the full f ive minutes allotted, 

we wil 1 proceed to the next epesker on the list. No one 

peraon may apeak wre than once. We'll be calling out the 

names of those people who signed up I;o speak in t;b order 

in whLch we receive them. r will announce each gersan, aa 

well at3 the next name. In order t o  keep thing~i moving as 

efficiently as possible, 6s the speaker ie caning up to the 

podium from this ei& to speak, the next person to apeak, 

is asked to  move toward che podium, come down theerr lower 

rows, phase, and be ready to c o w  forward. 

Again, you muat limit your comnte tc no more 

than five minutes. At the four minute mark, we w i l l  hold 

up a card indicating that you have one minute remaining, ec, 

that you can begin windmg up your cments. In fairness 

to everyone who wlsrhee to spaak, when we hoSd up the card 

indicating that your time has expired, please end your 

comments, If you have more cumnts or juat want to submit 

written comments, you m y  place them at cke box at the 

registratioh table that was provided for receiving written 

cormants, Or mail them to the previously identified EPA 

Philadelghxa addrees. 

Agam, a31 commence will be transcrxbed. We! 

123 

aek those that are @peaking to please @peak clearly, loudly 

enough to bg heard, and to be mindful of the fact that the 

transcriber is trying to catch everythixq you are araying. 

Sf the transcriber is having c h f f i c u l t y  hearing or 

understanding what you' re saying, t h y  may stop you and ask 

you tb @peak up and/or to repeat what you have said, We 

ask that mu begin speaking by clear ly  stating your firat 

md last names and indicating the catmrvunity and the s ta te  

you are from. When transcribed, the oral comments and 

written comnca will be ineorporat& into a comment 

summary document and will be part of ehs final BTS 

document, All comments will be eonsidered in the 

development of a finsll EIS docummt. Copies of the 

comments mmry rrfocum~nt wif Z be available upon reqUe@t rn 

ae~ociation with the guM.icatian of the f i na l  EL$. 

The first: egeaker is i t  looks like Betry M. 

wagm, and the aacod  speaker will be Ruth Calvin. Whrle 

the firat tw speakers are making their way toward the 

podium, f 'll. ask each of the agency representatives here to 

introduce themaelves, and X ' 1 1  b q ~ l n .  

My name i s c  Jeff Coker and I ' m  with the Office 

of surfaw Wining. 

Hitch Gnaw, U.S.  Fish and Wildlife Sesvbce. 

Ruse Hunter with the West 'ilfsgkraia Department 
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Betty Me Hagen, Kentuckians for the CommonweaIth Ruth Colvin, Kentuckians for the Commonwealth 

of Environmental Protection, 

I ' m  &ohn Forren with EPA. 

Katherine Trottt with the U . S .  Carps of 

Engineere* 

Me, Hagen, go ahead. 

Thank you, X w a n t  to expreee 

ny outrage and disdppointment in the Graft TSnvlronxre+ntaL 

Impact Statement on mountainrop removal and valley fall@, 

T h i ~  document irj a sham and a shame. 31: ignores rhe 

government's own ezghts arid aconomic studies.  fnstcad of 

finding way@ to etop the destruction, the EIS recommends 

streamlinsng the permlt process to make i t :  easier for coal 

coarpanies to lave1 our mountains, bury our streams, and 

wreck our homehnd. And X oppose all three alternative 

outlines in the draft o f  te EIS. H w e  of them options 

will protecg: our water or ohape a bet;ter fut~lre for 

Kentucky. Tnetead of theee weak alternatives, the federal 

government should ban the u5e of wunraineop removal and 

valley f i l l @ .  f t ' s  time t o  fully enforce the e x i e t i n g  law 

designed to prorece water inn& the environment, 

Thousands of people suffer damage t o  their 

home, water welle and quality of life fmm the axtrewly 

high aMUnts of exploeives used to level these ancient 

mountains. Negative rmgacts of muntadntop removal. 9nd 
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ra l .  X oppose any 

change that would weaken the axietlng Laws and regulations 

that protect the clean water. Do not eliminate the stream 

buffer zone rule, a regulation that prohibite mining within 

100 feet of  atr@ame. This rule sltould be strictly enforced 

for valley fills and in a31 other cases. 

Likewise, don't make it Flamer for coal 

campaniee to aesk and obtain permits for val ley  fills, 

These propoeaZs a m  dangerous gifts to the coax induetry, 

and they should be rejected, Now, the publ~c comment 

period will last: until. Auguac crbe 2steh of tkie year. It'@ 

critical that: Kentuckian~ speak now to demomtrate their 

opposition to mountaintop removal mining and valley Fills 

and their determination to build a better future for the 

state an8 the region. 

Clur next speaker, as Ms. Colvill 

moves up, OW next speaker aErer her will be Patty Wallace, 

First, I 'd like? to say that 

Kentuckians far the Comonweafth are not against  mining, 

they're juet  agalmt m m e  of the ways Itlrj mined. And, you 

how, I have people that work rn the mining businem 

myself. P Xive in Ea~cem Kentucky, and in thxa region we 

experience the negsltive inrpacts 02 mining every day. Many 

X 26 

MTMNF Draft PEIS Public Comment Compendium $46 Section B - Kentucky Evening Session 



Patty Wallace, Kentuckians for the Commonwealth - 

of US hawe water well9 t ha t  have run dry, turned orange or 

black, due t o  mining. More than 1200 miles of our 

headwater gtraaw have bean burled or elestrcsye?;d by valley 

fill@, A h o s t  seventy percent of our f o r w t s  have h e n  o r  

soon w i l l  be leveled by mountaintop removal. Flooding I n  

our c o m n i t i e s  ns incrrsi~tringly common and severe, We fear  

the  day when the sludge ponder above our homes break, a8 

rhey did i n  Martin County i n  2000, busying ue a t  Che bottom 

of t~undrede of rnilliane of gallone of toxic sludge. Our 

gualxcy of l x f a  has been shattered by excseaive biastxng 

that ehakee our homes, cracks our foundatian, and wrecks 

our peace, 

Some c a l l  chis atem a national eacrkfice zone. 

Living here ie mom like a war zone. T t  8 o w n r t  have t o  be 

t h i s  way, There are laws on the h o k e  to protec t  clean 

water, public mfety ,  and the  anvironnrent. I t ' s  perfec t ly  

c l ea r  that; muncaintop removal tlnd valley fills are  a 

v io la t ion  of the Federal Clean Water Act and the  Surface 

Mining Cantrol Reclamation Act. These? practice8 ~ h o u l d  be 

banned. The coal industry must not be allowed to destroy 

our homeland, arid I know fzrethand the t e r r i b l e  impacts o f  

mountaintop removal and valley f i l l s ,  .T aZeo belSeve &hat  

w e  have a be t t e r  fucure for Eastern Kentucky. Wa Can have 

clean s t r e a m  and healthy sexcame and restore our qual i ty  
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of I f  fe. Ne can c re s t s  new jobs fo r  people t ha t  d m J  t 

wreck the environment, and we have t o  s t a r t  down a 

di f ferent  road now, tske a stand and enforce the law, 

S t o p  mountaintop removal and valley Eielde, stop the coal 

~ndustxy Eram destroying everything tha t  we value most, 

start making choicae that will benefit our children and 

youre, Thank you very much. 

As Ma. wallaca comes up, our next 

speaker w i l l  be Dan b 8 k .  

I ' m  Party Wallace i?nd 1 've been 

w m&er of Kentuckians for tb& Commonwealth since about 

two years after it-. waa formed, and we've worked on auk of 

&ate  garbage, We, gat t h e  broad form deed amendment on the 

bal lo t  arid pas~ed i t ,  and i t ' s  a wonderful organization. 

I ' m  a paet chasrpersan of ~t and proud t o  be a member. 

Today, we can murder the  land i n  pursuit  of 

wealth and we can Learn the corpse for everyone t o  Bee, and 

nobody call8 the  ~0238~ IJlrf? l ived In Harlan, Martin, 

Letcher, Floyd, Clay and other Eastern Kentucky ~ounc ie s ,  

along with the! work tha t  my husband was involvrild Ln, and I 

have seen land gradmlly  disappear and my hulusband played a 

par t  for a while? i n  that, but r can'r  -- 3 can ' t  go on 

watching t h ~ e  happen. After I f l e w  over Narrin County, 

Kentucky, and y w  can' t r ea l ly  get the pic ture  un t i l  you 
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fly over, the picture$ cannot do ju~t.lce+, but flying over 

Eram Manassee t o  Xazzird, when I croeeed the Tug River, I 

couldn't beliavcs my eyee. I had been up ad strip mine 

sf tes an the roads to Martin County Goal and I've seen, and 

when you're there, you just; don' t get t h e  real picture, b ~ t  

f l y i n g  over, ~t was like a bulldozer bad gone crazy in all 

directrona and all you could see was dirt. I coujdn't 

believe my eyes, and soon T was at chet Jenny Wiley Lake, 

You. just -- it would juet make you want to cry to see 

what's happening. Thoae people below, they danRt even 

realize, becauaa theytre not allovted up there. They can't 

see what's going on, 

Siaca 3897, 365 Million tons of coal has been 

maved from Hartin County, and what do they have co show fo r  

i t, They no longer have the mountains to lift rheir 

spirrrs. The roads are bad, They have bad water. They 

have nothing god to show for it, because the benefits have9 

gone elsewhere, out of state owners. 

Mr. Bill Rainey, who is head of the Forestry 

Department In West: Virginia, and he resigned &t;et. he went: 

to Southern West Vil-ginia an& saw all the tiher that had 

been destroyed, and he tileid that over the mxt: s i x t y  years, 

and then f o r  eon@ on, the forest would have been muck more 

valuable than the coal, Ltfs completely destroyed the land 
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&long with the kimber, 

Mr. Caylor and othere In the coal industry keep 

mentioning clean coal technology, Now, I've lived in -- I 
lived on Route 23, the bigget& coal haul road in the s t a t e r  

and I know that coal, it's dirty when you d ~ g  st and it's 

dirty when you haul it, and it" Bdity when you burn it, 

and you can't yet around it. You can call it clean coal. 

and all this, that, a d  the othhr, but i r # ~  not going to 

happen, and you need to be working towad alternative 

anergy sources. I realize, I ' m  Like Ruth, I Cave family 

member@ who are employed in the coal Industry, wa don't 

want to stop it completely. We want it done right, we want 

it dons! clean. We want our mountains left. 

And we tcnlk about the touriste, we've got ta 

have tourists in Rasterts. Kenc;ucky, MI re drzvlng up Route 

80 toward Hindman, as y ~ u  get to approach Hindman and 

Haztlrd, X mean who wanrs to dxlve it and look where the 

mountaine have been removed sight down to the  highway. We 

have to atop now while we can the mountaintop removal and 

pushing it into the valley, becauee we can live without: 

electricsty, but we? cannot live without rater. 

This report, it weakens existing laws and 

regulatmntil and daes not protect water in any way and it is 

a sham and a ehams, and I urge you to follow -- do what the 
130 
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Dan Kash, Kentuckians for the Commonwealth Randall Moon, private citizen 

Clean Water Act recmenda and serve our land, Thank you, 

As Ms. Kash cows up, our next 

speaker ail1 be Randall Moon, 

He110. My name i t r  Danny Kash. I ' m  

from Ashlasnd, Kentucky, but X was born right here in the 

Appalachian Regional Hoslpital, as I'm no stlrangerr to chis 

area, and I ' m  cer tafn ly  no stranger to the latest farm of 

strip trtinlng, something eo horrifzc i t ' s  difficult for me 

to &scribe. 

Before I get: rnto my critique, I'd like f o r  you 

to recall a meeting sim~lsr to thxs that took place in 

Preaton@bs;rg @m two yeaxe agQ+ During that meeting, coal 

victim aftsr coal victim almost begged you to give them 

some relief from thia awful proccrsm. W h . & t t r a  happ@ned, we 

know tonight that this will not be so. After raabing 

excergte from the stacenwnt and most of the 

recomsndatian~, it is clear  to me that this is a sellout 

t o  the coetl industry, a selloat to the Bush Administsacion 

and a sellout to special interests, 

Much of our precious mountains, mountains that: 

are far more valuable than copll, will be torn asunder 

becautse of this study, turd many of our rrrountain people will 

have to live with what amounts to the world'e worst 

neighbors. 1 condemn you for your hypocsxsy and am ashamed 
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of you, 

speaker will be Jesaie Collins. 

M y  name is Randy Noon and 1 live 

here in Perry County, Kc3ntucky. Fly mother was born and 

raised down in Leatherwood, eo Perry county means a lot to 

ntet . i appreciate the opportunity to speak before you today 

to expraas my concerm about the Environmental Xmpact 

Statement on muntaintag and val ley  fills, w h e h  hcsie 

finally been released by the Bush A d m i n L r ~ t r a t  %on. t 'tn 

proud to be an Wzican  and t o  l i v e  in a democracy where 

ehe people are suppoaeed ta come fixet, and where government 

eerve& the people before ~t serve8 profits and cargorace 

interests, AB an Ans@rican, T l i k e  to think that government 

agencies will support my right to protect my home and the 

Iran& that. X liw on, Z1m afraid, hanf3ver, that in Pa8tern 

Kentucky, if my land is in the m y  aE a coal company's 

qmed, S don't stand a ohance in hell with protecting my 

boma . 
For ten years now, I've men the horrible 

destruction cau@ad By mountamtop ccmaval, and it only 

continuers to get worse, f 've bemme too familiar with the 

flooding that results from soil erosion, the damage to 

homes tha t  result8 from blasting, the destruccian af our 
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Jessie Collins, private citizen 

atrcme and rivers and forceta that always occurs becjauee 

of the nature of mountaintop removal. Therefore, I am 

apposed absolutely to any farm of mountaintop ramoval and 

the creation of valley fills. T am apposed ta all of the 

alternatives described in the Enviromental Impact 

Statement. Norif; of the aleernstives listed will protect 

our horn68 and our lands from the contknuing devastation oE 

the coal industry. None of the: alternatives do anything to 

help make a hetfer  future for Kentucky. None of the 

alternatives will msol'tre the real problems in our region. 

They'll only make i t  easier f o r  che coal. in&.mtry to 

continue to destroy our land, our water and our people. 

They'll only mke it easier For the coal indu~tsy to lie to 

ua that somehow we are better off when you can capitate our 

rrountaina and fill up our streams with waate. Nofat only 

will the recommendations naake it aaeiex for the coal 

industry to deaeroy our land, but they will remove the 

buffer zone which currently prohibits mining trdtivity 

within a hundred feet of our streams. The Buah 

Addniatration doesn't even want ua Americans to btt able to 

protect our streams, All they care abouc i s  maximizing 

profits. x think that's pretty ob?cisus, But I will 

continue to ineiat that as an American citizen, ny 

property, my home, my land, as well as the homes and land 
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road, a coal induetry, that every day becomes more arrogant 

and more flagrant In zts Ptbuee of the law and the 

government agencies. 

1 urge the BPA and the Office of Surface nining 

and the Amy Corps of Engineers to enforce the lawe that 

exist to protect American citizsne and our Land. Thank 

you. 

As Ms. Collins comes up, our nexr 

epeaktls will be Nayaard T e t r m u l t .  

My name is Jessie Coflina,  

3er;:~ie ~mline! Collins, an& I live in Lercher in the colson 

araa, i f  you're f a d l i a r  with that, and whils ~ s m c *  of my 

relarives came to Ea@tem Kentucky in the late 17001s, the 

miajority of my relativets were already living hem, an8 

there a m  many native stories about bzg parrots that used 

to lxve here, and different kinds of animala that we never 

beard of, lvly daughtsx couldn't believe me when I told her 

thoee legend8 until she got on the Lntern&t, and sure 

enough, they were. 9hs fawd it and then she believed it. 

She didn't believe they were legends. 

But my people ale0 said - -  have a legend or 
story that the mountaxns are necessary for the purity of 

che world, because a13 o f  the water rune Co the oceans, 
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Maynard Tetreault, private citizen 

but,  t j o~how,  i t  mrka ha& kp and corns out, the pure 

water comes out: the top of the mountaxnra when it worker back 

up, andl then i t  cornea out, That'a how water i n  the ear th  

pu r i f i e s  the watm. Bow w i l l  the wacer ever be purifxed if 

there ' s  no mountains l e f t  t o  purify i t .  

In  my area, they ceased s t r i p  mining in my 

neigborhood abouz t e n  years ago, but a t r l l  our water comes 

out of  the Cetp clear ,  but: it turns red wxtflin a few minutes 

after it sets, and t h a t ' s  ten years afrec they ceased. 

Other areas -- well, X know i n  my are&, and r know that  

back in the spring wwfiejlr t hem was a %load, them was a 

e l ig ,  because when they rsclaimdd the lanela, they just  

planted grames inetead of traes prnd gmas doamlt have 

root$ t o  hold the  land, and t o  hoLd back mud elides, and so 

there waB a s l i p ,  the road wlzs blocked for &out six hmrs  

bsfore they got At cleaned up, And I r ea l i ze  t ha t  people 

need jobs, My father was a coal miner, as was hie father 

before him, b ~ t :  they  were deep minere, and the mines, when 

they cloaed and %ere played out, they bovesed tRam up, and 

there was n mine on my property, on my farm that closed 

over fifteen years ago YOU can't; even see where it wae, 

bacetuse it's covered up with thlnge, It hasn't destroyed 

the Land t h a t  much. B u t  s tr ipping takes the mountains and 

fills In  the valleys with it and makes It: a11 flat. TharJa 
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not: why w e  l i v e  here, We l i v e ~  here because we l rke  the 

mouneafne, we love the mownraine, klnd I jus t  aek that. you 

don't weaken the laws anmore t h a t  would destroy all. 

momtains gla that: my children and my grandchildran would 

nat see the beauty t h a t  I've seen, and your grandchllclren 

and great  grandchildren. People come t o  the mountains for 

vacations. .Everybody want8 t o  came home, If it's a14 one 

big c i t y  and a l l  f l a t ,  I t h i n k  it would bo disheartening 

for people t o  come and see, and I jus t  ask you that you do 

what souncS pxacrlcesr need to be dons to keep our mountalner. 

Thank you, 

A@ Mr. Tetreatllt comes up, our next 

I ' m Maynard Tetl~aault: Ea;om 

Cumberland In  Rarlan County, Kentucky. T've been a pastar  

down thare! for th i r teen  yaare, but before char, f was up 

here en Perry Cmnry, an8 T wish a lot of Ealka that  i know 

who have suffered eo much from Chi@ pa& biahltlng and 

wunraintop rr;rmov~l could t a l k  to you tonight. when 1 was 

up here. i n  Perry County, they s e t  off this huge dynamite 

chclrga and it w e t ,  Of a l l  things, m Bunday mrning and I 

guess nobody eiee was around, and one of my ne ighbre ,  her 

three and a half thousand dol lar  deep well turnad t o  z@..~d+ 

She opened up the  tag on a Smday morning !xi draw water f o r  
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coffee and it came out black, and for a long time 1 had a 

Magon j a r  of tha t  water. It wag really, really, sad. I k  

took those fork@ about eight; or nine years t o  ge t  any kind 

of justiccl and compensation. There a m  esven other 

familres who l o s t  them wells, or their cisterns were 

cracked . 
1' ll t a l l  you, years ago when there waa deep 

mining, people lived comfortably w ~ t h  the coal industry, 

but it a l l  the atzzp mining and this caat blasting and 

mountaintop removal that's caueed a war. 

X used to teach science and every single trao 

thate8 in our foreet will transpire abmt a hmdr9?d and 

f i f x y  to two hundred gallons of water a day fsack Into the 

air, and then i t  creates oxygen.  that'^ one of our 

cantxibutfans t o  the  rea t  of the country i s  oxygen. Well, 

if you teas tho@@ foreste dam, and you level ft o f f ,  and 

even if you gave whatever topsoil i s r  there, and there's not 

a whole lot on tfieh~e mountains, and if you mv@ that 

topsoil, a13 you can do is grw grass. That's shy 1 w e d  

to see in the legal section every permit for a atr ip  site 

would always say we're going to referee at the end of chis. 

S i x  mqnths later, you check that same p e m i t  and ghay've 

got a waiver to make i t  inco pasturdand, graes. Thatf B 

a11 that will grow is qrase. 
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ta l l  you, in the mountains hem we! 

can get a rainfall that's four to five inches in one day, 

Prow, the forests can barely handle t h a t ,  men though they 

sucked all that water out of the soS.2. So it's like a 

sponge, But: gram r m l t  going to do it, Ztls not going to 

do it, Look at t h e  acience? that's In your own study, and 

pleaae fallow science, follow the  science that' PJ an there. 

Don't: come up wiCh th@m secomnda t i ans  that are contrary 

to your scienca. We're going to be in big trouble if you 

jus t  @trip a11 them mountaine, tztka .BIZ chis timber, and, 

then, where are we going r o  get the topeoil. It tskes s 

hun&i-ed and twenty years to form one inch of trapisoil here? 

in the Appaiachiane, a h u ~ d r e d  and twenty yeare to form one 

inch, You have to have sin incheer of  topaoil to make s 

jack pond, sow scrub treae, you bawl pioneer trees, 

scrub. You can never replace these fotssts In thousands af 

year@. what &re you doing? Whar are we doing? Why do we 

allow char? 

My family have been fam@rs up in Northern 

Michigan since LBSl, and axe s c i l l  Earning. You go up into 

the UE3per Psninaula of Michigan and that's where mining 

started. 2848, chat1@ w h e r e  the sexioun deep mining 

etastad in this country, one year before the CalPEoxnia 

gold rush, and you can go up there today and them's a b i g  
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Dave Cooper, Kentuckians for the Commonwealth 
and the Sierra Club 

sign an top of Rock Mountain and it says, 'Here is our 

treasure." We save. Their Conservation effort was 

difficult, but they did it, and they have contjerved et 

virgin forest: and mounraina and fisheriee and clean 

etreams. People t h i&  t h e  auto indu~try is the biggest 

industry in Wichigan. It ain't. 'fhs biggest mciuetry in 

Michigan is tourim and recreational. And, as a preacher, 

P '  12 cell you those are episitual needs that everybadly ha8. 

And I love Kentucky. I chase to coma d m  here, f love 

Kentucky, bur: EIB citkzerme of Kelltucky, Wa have to cry out 

and beg for the Lawe of this country to at least help us, 

and ehame on anybody who ah( a part of viaLating these Iawrs. 

The Btrip Mine Act  in 1977 says that the 

ccnrour of the mountain ha& to be restored accordingly, 

except for davelopmesat, NOW, an exceptian ie not chc rule, 

r i g h t ,  But they M v a  m& the excaptiod into the rule and 

the rule is now the exception and therats now a lot of 

hypotriay about what they oorisidar a5 development;. Clraes 

is nor development. Tkank you. 

Okay, we've asked you all to be 

courteous of each other and we'd appreciate it i f  you'd do 

t ha t ,  and we're keeping the time up here, we'll do that, 

wa don't need anybody helping us with that, so please j u ~ t  
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cooperate snd give ewrybdy  a chmm f o have thelr say. 

Mr. Cooper is going to be the next speaker and after that 

Joyce Wise, 

T ' rn Dave Cooper. I ' m a member of 

Kentuckians for the Commonwealth and aleo the Sxerra Club. 

I'm here tonight because f oppose mountaintop removal. X 

epent the last year etudyiny mauntaintsp removal, as an 

employee of the Ohio Valley Emironmental Caalirion in 

KunCington, Was& Vixglnia, Z spent the last three weeke 

traveling all over the coal flelds of Southern West 

Virginia cakirmg piCtu~"ea of mountaintop removal and valkey 

fills, taXking to homeolrmare about how it affects them, 

You know, it takes a reaily uncommon love of 

denial to Look at these mines and these reclaimed mine 

sites and not see W b ' r c $  destroying crur back yard. Weere 

destroying our commnities. We're dastroylng our heritage 

an& wetre destroying our future economy o f  Appalachia. We 

have, right here in Appalachia, abundance of quality 

hardwood ti&er and freeh water. Both of theas commodities 

are going to be hugely impaxrant to future ganeration~. 

Three hundred thousand acres of the most biolagicaXly 

diveme and productive, tsmpergte, hardwood forest in the 

world have been destroyed os will be destroyed, turned into 

a momcape by mountaintop removal, That's jabs gQne 
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forever. Endument Water Company, WE, IS buying up water 

companieea all over America. Why? They're not stupid, 

They know t h a t  fresh wetter ts going to be to future 

generations what or1 l e  to t h i ~  genaa t ion ,  It's going to 

be hugely profitable. Tht's why they're buying thes water 

company in Lexington and Weat Virginia and Illinoia and 

everywhere else, because they're going to make mwney from 

i t, jobs, and profits. 

Wm have here in Appalachia a hugely important 

resource for our future economy and thar'a fresh water and 

timber. We can make lot8 of money and have lote of jobs 

from i t ,  folks, or wt3 can Beetroy it forever and bury it 

underneath valLay EiLla snd mountaintop removal, and then 

wei ll be right where we @re! today. 

YOU know, I live i n  Lexington now. Lexington 

2 5  busting at the seam@, They can't build )rouses fast  

enough for people to move to Lexington, Why are people 

moving to Lexington? Because it's bctautiful, They've 

protected the horse f a r m  around Lt3xingt;on. People want: zo 

Live where i t ' s  beautiful, where the  air i s  cxsan, where 

i t ' s  pret ty  t o  look at. 

1'31 tell you another c i t y  that's busting a t  

the seam,  one, of the most desirable cities In Ap(rerica, 

Ashville, North Carolina. Today the haualng prices are 
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wing through the roof there, They can' t: but l d  houime fast 

enough. Why? Because they have beautiful mountains, 

Thatr 8 how you but 16 your ecanonry., by pratect ing you beauty 

and your natural resources, If you destroy it, you won't 

want to live them, That's why I (90n'G live in New Jersey 

anymore. People don't want to live in a wastofand. They 

want to live ~omewhcre it's beautiful. IE you want jabs, 

you want a good economy, procecc what you've got,  don't 

destroy it. 

You know, fucure generaciontr, our chzldren, 

their childpan, are going ta think tha t  we were Insane for 

whet m've allowed to happen to the mountainrs of 

Appalachia. R million yeare from now, or a thousand years 

from now, the mountaine around here are still going to show 

the scam of what we've aLloW to harppen righc here In our 

lifetime. This U S ,  724 doaurnente, 724 milee of streams 

have been burled by vslley fill8 between 1985 and 2001. 

1.200 miles of streams have already h e n  affected by valley 

E~lls. The aquatic life downatream o f  valley fills, being 

harm& or killed, Withour ad&itional raetrictions, pi, total 

of! 2250 square miles, square miles, of Appalachrszn forests 

will be eliminated by large, scale mine operations. Folka, 

that's jobs, that's our economy. What are we doing here? 
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Joyce Wise, Kentuckians for the Commonwealth 

You knaw, the racamndat ions ,  after elearly 

l ietening to a l l  these problems, what do they do? They go 

&head and streamline the pannit t ing  process, making i t  even 

easier ta destroy even mare. You know, none of these are 

acceptabta, Chase aleernatives that are offered in thxs ETS 

are acceptable to me, Thank you. 

As Ms, Wise comes up, the next 

speaker will be Itaseana Jones. 

&lYE:E % f a  T t m  myce Wise. I l ive  in  

Mareheed, Kentucky, Rowan Counky, and I 1 n  a mamber o f  

Kentuckians for the Cornmanwealth. li drove! here coday f ox  

~ Y W O  b o u r ~ ,  becaum it' tr unacceptable t o  me what this report 

says. The a l remat ives  are? not good enough. Theyre  

rsatetlly unatleeptabia. I: oppose th ia  report ,  and the 

xeasona axe, y m ,  we're proud of our muncaine, b ~ t  where 

have they gone, 

You know, I ' m  nor an enemy of the coal, but r 

believe that  we can't  afford the  luxury of stzandsng by one 

s@colld longer and allow other people to r i p  ua o f f  and 

scrip UP down t o  w e  have! nothing, nor even a t a s t e  o f  clean 

water. Bnd I eetw a l i t t l e  boy out f ront ,  We wafi sa cute. 

Ha had a miner1& hat: an Just l i k e  h ie  daddy or h i s  

grandfather, which, And I thought he's probably gat 

generation@ before him that  were coal miners, but f bet yau 
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anything they wx&nrt  gcner~ t lons  fore hsm thac w a r e  

strip minere. And it's important that we think about them 

l i t t l e  people, our: childran, our: grant3child;ren. 

Me can't  thmk that we can continue t o  strip 

our mountains and larid when we probably only have twsnty to 

Lbirry year# 1eEt of mountains. We want t o  know why  our 

a i r  is so cloudy and murky and yoyou can't  see the clear blue 

~ k y ,  or we don't have thorn h e u t i f u l  t r ees  t o  fllter the  

pollution md t o  reetore the water .  

Somebody said something to me when I was coming 

in to  the audditoxlum. They m i d ,  you know, i t ' s  a sad thmg 

t ha t  it had to come t o  this ,  meaning a forum, a hearing, 

Yes, IC i~. And I take ssaponisibilxty fo r  erne; of thak, 

because f had tpry haad i n  the sand back &en they were 

makmag theee e t r i p  mining rules ,  but: I don't have my head 

i n  the rsand, because I remisder what happm?na to cammul3itiae 

that are vietfirnrr of strf p mining and have sludge pmds  and 

valley fdilla, and T have not forgotten what happened in 

1972 a t  Bufia3.0 Creek, W e ~ t  Virginia, and w e  ere on the 

verge of that  same kind of dxeaeter, where it wipes out 

hundreds of people and they don't have a heritage left or 

B C L ~ B R  drop of water. 

S o  1 want you t o  please consider why I opporse 

thzrs and see tha t  i t ' s  unacceptable. 3. mean, you know, if 
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Kaseana Jones, private citizen Teri Blanton, Kentuckians for the Commonwealth 
-' 

t h e  rich can get a bo t t l e  of water froin I3usape or  @one 

other place, rhaci s fine,  but X can't, and I want clean 

water here i n  Kentucky, because we deserve it, and tl.ler6 

axe a l t e r n a t ~ v e s  t o  eo91. Thank you. 

As Me. 3one6 works her way t o  the 

stage, our next opeaker w i l l  be Teri Blanton. 

H i .  My name i@ K;aeo?ma Jones. 

T i m  twelve years olcI an8 S l i v e  with my Rult T e r i ,  whoa s 

here r ight  now, X'm Eram Harlan, Kentucky, and 3 donJt 

know much about: thie ESS stuff o r  whatever, but I do know 

that  I oppose muntaintop removal, and that: t h m  EICS se a 

big lie and 1.1'8 stupid,  and Y think tha t  i t  IS becausa 

they cut off  the mountains and ehey tplrow them into the 

val ley .  They cover up wdr water and the  water gets d i r t y  

and we drink it and we gat sick and all t h ~ t  happenfl for cn 

dumb piece of coal, yau know. And, coal mines, X chink 

that they -- coal, da the coal th ing  for t h e i r  families, ta 

support t h e i r  fainiliee, but, you know, there ' s  other jobs, 

there ' s  other options I n  t h i s .  

And, also ,  T' rn  worried about my future,  

because, you know, T'm not old,  and no offense, Some of 

you w i l l  Se dying before 3 wi l l ,  probably. But I f  it's 

God's wi l l ,  I'll be going on and I ' l l  be left with your 

allfa mese, and I don't know what t o  do wi th  i t ,  you how. 
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I man f %  mot going t o  be t b  president o r  anything, you 

know, but -- and T just  want; t o   top t h i s  now. Thank you. 

Rs M s .  Blanton comes up, our next 

speaker will be Lyle Snider. 

Play& if she keepo going, she 

w i l t  ?x president. Redlo, my r~aiirne is Teri  Blanton and 5'm 

the chairperson of a gaaflssoots ozganization called 

Kentuckians Eor the  C ~ e m w e a l t h .  Thank you for the 

opportunity to csmment: an the Draft Environ~enta l  Zmpcc 

Statement on mountaictap removal and valley f i l l s .  

Ths poople living here i n  the mountains, wa 

don't need a f ive thousan& page study to t e l l  us tha t  

mountaintop removd La a t e r r i b l e  problem, deotructkve, and 

wrong. Wet I lve  w i t h  that real i ty  every day. We 11ve with 

the  damage caused by cxcesaive blastF1q. To level these 

ancient mountains, coal companies uee expfosivbs that  are 

hwdredsr of time8 more powerful &ban the ones used the 

Oklahoma Ciey blastinge,  hmbings. These blaeta crack our 

foundationia and ruin our drinking wells and shat ter  our  

peace of mind, MounCainCop removal i s  a l so  responsible fo r  

mre frequent and mare severe Elmding. Et has gotten t o  

the point where nearly every rainstorm cause8 the same 

damage a s  the so-called fifty reas flood. 

MountainCg, reawval and valhy  f i l l e  have 
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buried or destroyed more than 1200 milee of headwater 

streame. These 8trer9m are important for tha health of the 

aquacic echo Bystem. They me also the original source of 

drinking water for the vatat majority of Kentuckians who get 

t h e i r  water from the Kentucky, Big Sandy and Cumberland 

Rxvers, Mountaintop rerrwal and valley fill@ have 

demalidthad nearly eevenry percent o f  our Appalachian 

forests. Them forests have gone forever. Nothing o f  

value will grow on the poison type soils that: are left 

behind. 

The studisa I n  the EX$ report ara what wc?r have 

known all along. muntaintop removal aild valley f112e 

cause widespread and irreversible damage to t h e  environment 

and human comucunities of the mountains. These practice5 

are illegal, i m r n a r g l  and they slmuld be banned. Yet ,  the 

EX9 fails to recommend any proposals that will make a 

meaningful difference, 312 fact, the ~ecomrrn~at~anrs 

contained in Chis  report are a sham and cn sham. None of 

the option& presented will make a better future Ed2 

Kentucky ox t h e  region. They do nothxng to address the 

real problems ctnuljed by mountaintop removal and valley 

E i l l a .  Rather, they will only make: it easier for the coal 

rnduetry to seek and obtain permits to continue with the 

total destructioa of our land, water, and people. This 
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report i$ a rsh&mfZui ah& dangeroue gift from George Bush to 

the coal industry. It ignores the science and everything 

is &out what mountaintop removraf minifig ia doing to 

Eastern Kentucky and the Appalachian Region, Xt kgnores 

the public1@ d@mmd for clean wacsr, health environment, 

and safe comwnitiss. Tt is a blueprint for the 

destruction, not the protection OS our homes and 

csnvixonment. The coal industry is crippling Kentucky and 

the? Bush AdminietzaWm i s  cheering them on, 

1 am oppaered to any changes that will weaken 

the Laws and regulral;ion~ that would take clean water. Xn 

particular, I oppose the propo~lal to change the stream 

buffer zone rule that  prohibit^ mining within one hundred 

feet of streams. T h i s  rule ishcsuld be strictly enforced f o r  

valley f i l l s  and in all other cases. I am angry about thh 

report, and I'm outvsgad at the failure of the Bash 

Administration to take a stand against the total 

destruction of our homeland. 5 am sickened by the actione 

0% an outlaw coal incluetry that  cares nothmg £or the 

things we value most. 

Oddly enough, 3: also have hope for cur future. 

T know that we can ChQo~e mother path. 3 am confidant 

that people bere in the wuntalna and everywhere are waking 

up to the fact that coal in not our oavior and coal i s  not 
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hie Snider, Kentuckians for the Cormonwealth 

our future. Today, I: get and I listened to the lndu~ltry 

talk and one gent2aman was talking abaut Parry County i n  

particular and how he hire8 80 many minetca zn Per ry  County, 

so Perry Councy ha$ been mining coal for eighty-nine years, 

R half a Bill~on tone of coal has been extracted from Perry 

County. Twenty-niae parcent of the people l ive  in poverty 

in  Perry County. Mining emplOymenC, coal. miners -- mining 

employment has dropped from 20 percent t o  less Lhan 10 

percent from 1990 to ZOO0 in one county aPaie. That r&  a 

drop of LO percent. How our comunftiea do in poverty 

ratee in all of cur major coal producmg counties are over 

20 percent end most of the countiee have poverty rate8 over 

30 percent, Coal. mir~ing jobs are decreasing rapidly, a 

half or more in madst counties olnce 1390. The high school 

graduation rats in t h e  coal mining region peaks at about. 60 

percent, ax2 BOM? counti~s have only a 50 percent high 

achcal graduatson rat@, College graduation figurers arts 

b l o w  10 garcent in almost avexy &&%tern Kentucky coal 

mining c ~ u n t y .  So, the big lie iti thar; coal mining ie good 

for  the local scononry. The more dependent a county ie on 

caal mining, the  Righez the poverty f i g u x w .  

Zn Wartin County, Cox example, mining makes up 

30 percent of the job, second In percent after Leslie 

county, and poverty rate is 3 7 percent, the highest of the 

coal mining oomtiee .  Xn Liw13.e Comky 36 percent o f  the 

jobs are linked to tfae coal industry and the poverty rate 

is 33 percent. The Bastaxn Kentucky counties t ha t  are 

doing the best econamically have been able to move away 

from mining and brmg i n  other kinddl of businessee. 

A better future bayocd coal is possible. Thank 

you. 

As M r ,  Snyder coma up, our naxr 

speaker will be Arnanafdl Moose, 

T ' m  Lyle Snider. X live here in 

Hazard. P Z m  a mmber of the KFTC. E f m  a nurse. S spend 

a lot oe my cine doementing the extent to which folke in 

this reglon axe sick, or sicker than people in other parto 

of the state and other parts of the caunrry. Some of that 

xs due to rha fact that the people are poor. People are 

desperate here for work, and sometimes i t ' s  go desperate, 

they'll do talmst anything. But IC think we can do better. 

We need goad water to be bealthy. We need a job that'e 

aafe and in which we're treated with respect. Noet o f  ua 

in this area don't have that. 

The! coal induatry generally has not promoted 

that, and we need to work together to create envzronwht, 

but we donit: have to deettroy it. They wouldn't be filling 

the valleys in Louisvil le and Lexington where the rich 
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Amanda Moore, Appalachian Citizen Law Center 

people live. They dbe, that where people are poor and where 

they're powerlsse, and they Ilo it a l so  in Brazil, where 

they cut down the foreots, the rain f o r e s t s ,  and they do it 

in Africa. We can do better, and T. challenge all OE us Co 

f ~ n d  a austcsknable economy where we can all fmd  good jobs 

and riot demroy our envirorlmant, 

I ' m  opposed to any rules and laws that will 

weaksn the segulatioae 'chat protect: clean water. That i e  

really one of the most fundamental things we could dc to 

promote good health, And xt's particularly sad to see, on 

the one hand, Representative Rogers zrnd the PRIDE Program 

a8 working so hard to improve the qual~ty of watex in theses 

headwaters thac support a l l  af the state and many other  

s ta tes  on the wery to the Miasissippi, while, on the other 

hand, we're descruying aspect@ of our water quality with 

valley fill Cechnicpea, 

Thank lpou very much, I appreciate the 

opportunity to speak. 

After Amanda Moore, wer ll cake e 

f ive  minute break. 

I just love to be the epeaker 

right before the break, so r i l l  try to be brief, Tank you 

for g ~ v l n g  me the opportunity to comment tonight on the 

EP5. My name is Amanda Moore, and X1m an attorney with the 
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AppaMchian Citizens Law Center in Preetonabwg, Kentucky, 

and I just want t o  let you know, we'll be submitting 

written comsnts nt cs later time. 

At our ogfice, we gat calle all Chs time from 

people in Eastern Kentucky who are harmed by mountaintop 

removal and other eypee of coal mining. We get 

environmental callis, we get property cal3.s. We get calls 

from miners who are discriminated against at work becauee 

they complain aboilt: unsafe working prac t i ce s ,  We get: calls 

from minsrs who axe now disabled because they have black 

lung benefits -- or they need to get: black lung benefits, 

And I ' m  glad we've heard from some people who have been 

harmed by these ways tonight, in face, but X want to Eocus 

on something different. 

I want t o  focua an how Envixonmantsl Impact 

Statement ie completsly arbitrary and i .~ completeky 

zrrational, because as two d~fferent gr~upe of people 

worked on t h i s ,  one group looked at: the impetcrs of 

mountaintop rsmoval mining, and the other laoked at the 

proposed actions, but didn't a f ~ k  tbe first group what the 

impacts actions were, I: particuLlnrly want to focus on some 

o f  the significant Assum that were examhad i n  the 

Erivironmemtaf Impact Statement and the proposed actione 

that would address those issue@. 
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First, dxrect ~tream lose, Thba study say$ 

that stream may be directly impacted by mauntaixzrop mining 

principally by constructing v a l l e y  f illa on top of streama. 

During the same period, 724 mileb of etream were covcmxl by 

valley f i l l s .  This is approximately three times the length 

of t h e  Kentucky River, Given t h i s  Impact, the Ers prapooea 

to exempt valley fills from the stream buffer zone rule, 

meaning thers 'e no more law saying thac you can't fill 

these etreama or nine withm a hundred Eest of them, 

The eecond s igni f icant  issue, atream 

fmpalrmsnt, This stu&y says 1200 m l e a  o f  stream have 

been impacted by aurface mining activities in justthe k w t  

10 yf?E.arB, Thatt% almost as long as the  entire Ohio River, 

So, what proposed aetiam does the 619 have? The agencies 

would continue to evaluastee t he  effects of mvntaintop 

mining operations and ccotinue to work to further refins 

preeocola, decielons and requirewnta .  The actions3 ;baed 

in both kind af deal directly stveam ~mpaiment. That's 

all we ger, Irilpacted &treame as long as the? Ohio Rives and 

no significant: proposed action. 

Number t h e e ,  fiLl imnizaf ion. From the 

l a t e  19BO's t o  the late 1990'8, the average fill increased 

In slzc by 72 percent and the averege length of stream 
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impacted per fill increwed by 224 percent, Xts fact, can 

area the s ize  of Marnth Cave has h e n ,  Mamnoth Cave 

Natioml Park, because when covered by val ley  fille, IR 

Kentucky alone. The EIS proposed action, they always say 

I ' m  going t o  continua the ongoing rule making prareee to 

clarify obligations of the operator, and would also 

consi&r whether additional future rule makfnge i s  

warranted, This latex rule making might increase 

coneistency with the Clsan Water A&, Bectfon 404 program. 

OSM may also find to fi:l immunization, in analyzation of 

the ongoing rule making, Agsain, no real action. 

Number four, flooding, We all know flooding 

f r s s  incrcaeed a l o t  in the recent years, You can talk to 

anyone i n  your families who l i v e  up them hollows. We get 

calls on Chbs ia31 c h  t i m e .  This study even saya there are 

mny atudiee within this EX$ tha t  ehaw tha t  raclaimed 

valley fxlla do rncrease flooding, Theret EI a USGS erttldy i n  

there that suggegted t h a t  mountaintop r&mval rninlng is 

likely t o  increase flooding from intense s u m r  

th~uzclerstorms, That' o what we've btaen scr?sing. men the 

Army Corps o f  Engirisam has a 8tucJ-y. The substantial 

increase i n  the d+scharge frornvalley filler has raised one 

hundred year flood stage by aver two feet ,  Nhati8 the 

proposed action? Again, nothing much. Ths E I S  claxrna 
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Teed Adarns, private citizen 

it's difficult to gencsralize mining impactrs. and what not. 

Due to site conditions, increases in peak runoff may not 

cause or contribute to flooding, even though studies reveal 

sayzng BXS say that it doee conrrib~te to thie. 

Number 9, clefarestation. This I s  a r ed ly  big 

one. The Ei?& prepared a cumulative impact ertudy which 

evaluated the potentially adverse impacte of future 

mountaintop mming in the study area. ahey found that 

fundamental changes to the terrestrial erwironmant may 

occur f r o m  mountiantop xemval. Biological iztegrity of 

the  ~fcudy area may be j@opardized, So, it finally leads to 

bzolq ica l  collapse. l'llae'e a quote. That's what weJ ll 

have in the muntaine if this keeps going on. 

m fact, the average impact of forersra lo& to 

mountaintop rninzng in Eastern Kentucky alone, from the laejr: 

ten years of m r f a c e  mining perm~tted 10 t w a  hundred fsfty  

thousand acres. If you add past, present, and future 

forest disturbmce, the estimated amount of forcat loss in 

Eastern Kentucky, Eastern Kentucky alaw, a v e r  One Million 

acres, The Daniel Boom National Forerrt is mly Seven 

Hundred Thousand &CrW, Think abut that. what ' B the 

proposed rscomndarion from the ErS? OSM would develop 

g u i b l i n e e  far poatmining land use. These guidelines would 

be cmplbed in the beat meiitsusemnt practice guidance. 

IS5 

ALso, if Legielative authority 3s estahllshed, OSM o v e r  

prror reclamation of trees, Legidation could change SMACRA 

to require this. Mowever, any such lsgi~lation might apply 

for an exception to this requiruwenc, when an applicant 

demonatrate& that uaing other forestry you woulrjl provide 

greater enviromntal benefits. 

Actions filled with mights, rni4.de, and ifra, are 

not actions. Tfie people o f  Appalachia need to stop -- the 
people of Appalachia need action, we don't need miqhts, 

mays, and ifs to stop the destruction. I appose the EISt 

chanks , 

We have Ted Addltlcl and Rocky Gay. 

Would everybody pleaso go back to  your mate, please, sa we 

can pick up on the hearing, Again, I want to ask you Eoaka 

to pleaea be courtecue arrd re$peet everybody's right ta 

have an opinion and expreae that opinion in thie forum 

tonight. The afternoon session went very we31 in that 

respect and I hope y ~ u  all will do the same. Okay, our 

fuxt speaker i& goxng to be Ted A & w ,  an& then Rocky Cay. 

X'm Ted Adam from Letcher County, 

Kentucky and d 'm a cod. operator, a smBl coal operator. 

Some of these companiee talking about how mny employees 

they have. We're eight empLoyees, including the owners, 

but r have worked in the c a d  field& for the last twenty- 
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thousand dol lars .  We're going t o  have t o  -- you know, we 

can" mine t h i s  coal.  Well, the people that own the 

minerals, they're paying unminud ntinerals tax and we can't: 

mme Cheir coal, when you permit t h e i r  coal,  t h e i r  unmined 

mineral8 t ax  goes up, and I juet  thought t ha t  would. be good 

chat they need t o  think &out, and we've been going back 

and for th  to Frankfort and t r y  t o  revise the  pemitw, gut 

on bench funds, and things so we could mine gome of t h e i r  

property. But we run o u t  of t m e .  We've got t o  faeve the 

area reclaimed before t ha t  time is allowed. 

so,  you know, the state and federal  programs 

need t o  g e t  t h e i r  things togethar. But T am 80 very 

thankful t o  the peapk of  t h e  Corpa thar they've r ea l ly  

helped us understand whac we nee& i n  mitigation. 

B u t  I wanted to share Juat  f o r  a second or two 

about, you know, some of the  groups they're talking about 

what t e r r i b l e  Change a t ' s  daing t o  our mauncaina. Well, 1 

don't see it tha t  way a t  all, ME) and my wife cam back 

f ram Pikevil le Sunday and we corn& through 2 3  down there and 

a l l  the  mountains, there was a big hollow f x l l  s i t t i n g  

r ight  out then? with beautiful grass  and 6 t  looked l i ke  

gomething p u  would see i n  Auetralia o r  things where you 

coula -- it wae just  beautiful .  I ' v e  lxved i n  the 

m~ntfains all my l i f e ,  and I don't l i k e  t o  see just t rees .  
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May&? i f  you're nor from the m ~ ~ n t a i m ,  you like?; to see 

j u s t  treea, but, now -- *&I, f guess I 've  sa id  before, we 

@ t r i p  mine6 a place on top of a mountain close to  where f 

l i v e  and a f t e r  the company, major mrneral holder got 

through, why he allowed us to  build m m e  cebins back there, 

and we use those cabin@ and we go back t he t s  and we'll take 

our youth group@ and w'l: church groupcl back there. Tee 

h a v ~  wadding@, annual reunivns, and people w i l l  coma An 

Erom Frankfort, from Lsuievifle,  from Cincinnati and 

tfiinga, and t ; by  want t o  s t ay  i n  our  cabms, because it 's 

b~au t l t fu l .  IE you've been back on top o f  a momfain, you 

can sea out.  X went back there t h i s  sprmg and something 

had happened, I couldn' c see Cha foresc fa r  che trees, I 

always heard chat statement, "1 can't: see the forem for 

the  Well, tha t  was e t m e  statement, because t he  

tfrtrbes had grew, and where 1 see on the porch and Look out: 

over the  mountains, we've got a eyesight, so I had to cut  

them dawn, acd P just: wanted t o  share w i t h  you events on 

t h a t ,  Smt imee  wet dm'& see the foreat far the Cree%. 

We've got same people and thFs muntaiatsp removal and i t t  B 

beautxful. Our job is contour e t r ~ p  mining, b u t  right: 

behind us &a a r i smg ,  and f go up on the  mountain and look 

over my new job. It's ebsolutely beautiful ,  a tremendoua 

amount of land that can be used fo r  anything, 

1 60 

MTMNF Draft PE1S Public Comment Compendium B-83 Section B - Kentucky Evening Session 



Rocky Gay, private citizen 

And, so, I thank you very much and I'm fo r  ua 

being able t o  mountaintop removal and s t r i p  mining. 

Our next speaker is Rocky Gay. 

after M r .  Gay ge t s  up here, Kenneth Bla i r  w i l l  be our next 

speaker a f t e r  t ha t .  

Hello. My name is Rocky m y ,  et 

concerned c i t i z en  far the mountaintop removal coal. 

companies, the  coal burning power plant8 and the future of 

the Gtate of Kentucky. I wa8 raised i n  the hills of 

Eastern Kentucky an approximtaly for ty- f ive  hundred acreB 

right in the mountains, and wintars are bad sometimes. 

When i t  snows, s l o t  of road5 are impassable u n t i l  the  

weather break@, samettmes two days and somtlmes it's a 

week, and m e t  o f  the time during the snow, the eleclrxicity 

is off f o r  a day or a week a t  a time, and ~f not for the 

precrous block of coal t o  gut i n  the scove, a lot of w 

would not be fiere r igh t  now, becanse our mothers and 

fathers would have froze to deesth. There's a lot o f  people 

i n  the Gtate of Kentucky thar depend on coal, not only to 

keep them warm in the  winter, but cool i n  the summer, 

The Kentuckians f a r  tlze Commonwealth of 

Kentucky -- the Kentuckiane for the ~ommnwealth are trying 

t o  shut down every coal burning power plant md every 

mount aintop, removal coal company altogether,  and wlthout 
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good reaeon, The people Eram the Ecentuckfans fo r  the 

Commonwealth art? trry ing t o  stop the developmc;nt of, and the 

fu ture  of the state of Kentucky ie at: r h k .  They ssy they 

want t o  choose a better future for Kentucky., and i f  our 

electea of f i c&a l s  l e t  them t i c k l e  their  ears with eheix 

falrse atatement8, it w i l l  not only coat the a t a t e  Bill ions 

of dol lare ,  it w i l l  put a s top  t o  the development of 

Kentucky for goneratfans t o  came?. Andre Copious, a co- 

planner of the Rally. t o  End Mwdntaintwp Removal, you said 

the  mining industry i s  an outlaw industry,  out co destroy 

aur nation's watere. Hillazy Lambcyt: of Kentucky Waterways 

Alliance, you stated the coal industry l e  destroying t h e  

areame of water by dwqnng tons of rock and rubble which 

pol lu te  the water, eliminates the prmary source of 

nutr ients  for aquatic l ife? and f i s h  downstream. You s ta ted  

it cleatrays fareclts, k i l l 8  taalamanderei, kills t u r t l e s .  You 

say motmcaxnmp re,m~vesl has k i l l e c l  wild flowers and 

destroys the aongbiled's habitation. 'a: don't  know where you 

get yam h f a m l ~ ~ t i o n ,  but 2'2 i~ not true, and it's 

mislaadlng the people of the  State of Kentucky. Reporters, 

newspapers, senatare, congress, t o  anyone who wants to see 

the real t r u th  wi th  thefr  own epm, so the people of the 

S t a t e  of Kentucky can see what the Kentuckians for t h e  

Comnwealth are trying t o  gat  away with, please viait: some 
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Bruce Blair, private citizen 

of the hundrctdra of mountaintop remval sits~ for youmelf. 

Sot only when the fob 18 s tar red ,  but when i t ' a  Efniehed. 

Rndre COP~OUB of the Rally to End Mountamtog Removal and 

Rillary Lambert sf the Kentucky Waterways Alliance, where 

1 live in the mountains of  Eastern Kentucky, the  land hae 

never been mined, a d  even after all the rain weeve had 

thie summer, in Augurat and 8epce&er, the creek will be dry 

and the fiah will die, and the  aalamtindar~ will pack up 

their bag@ and b a d  out. Remember,  the land haks not bean 

mined. Who wants to sar; it: with chesx own @yea right here 

Is ,  Perry County? Check for ycsureelf pople, find the 

driest, hotte?~it, tim, ga t o  a wuntaintap removal s i t e ,  go 

to the creek where the pock thac the water Came out of i e  

puC back i n  its rack, It's not poison, and the water will 

ba running beautiful. Tt wt13. not; be dried up, even in the 

driest time, Briny a fiahing pole ao the  so-called sludge 

pond the Kentuckians Ear the Commonwealth like to say a 

l o t ,  i t  will be full of fish, You m&fit see a real otter. 

In the spring, you can see geese and duck r a i s ing  t h e i r  

young, and they're chrivrng, And you say coal companic~ 

are deetroying the land. 

And the wild flowers that EIillary bambert are 

saying are dastroysd, will be ae pretty as any wild Elowere 

you ever see, and they come up natural. And che sangbirde 
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t ha t  H i l l e t r y  say axe? cilestmyed, hear them einging in the 

middle of the h y .  See f o r  youreef E.  ??hers are birds 

corning f n  to stay that you have never saw before in the 

State of Kentucky, See for  yourself .  Please visit some of 

the hundreds of site8 f o r  youraelf across your etate. 

People for  the Kentuckians far the Commonwealth say the 

coal indugtry dest~oya the topsoil  an& nothing woni t grow. 

T urge you, see Ear yourself. Coal compaxxies have elk, 

deer, wildlife, more than you can imagine, A mountainrap 

removal site i$ t;)lsfr Eav~rita habitation. Please do not 

make a law Chat would make it, harder fox a coal company to  

exist.  The: future of the &Race of Kentucky would be i n  

j eopardy. 

There is good in mauntaintop removal. Xt not 

only prwidea electricity, it will grow bouneiful trees, 

produce clear water, with aquatic l i f e  year around. See i t  

for y a u r s d f .  

Our next speaker is Kenneth Blair. 

After Mr. B l a i r  will be Gregory Burnett, 

My name is Bruce Blair. S 'rn 

emplayed by Pine Branch coal Bales. X lxve in Kazard, 

Kentucky. X was born in Chavies, Kmtucky, sixty-four 

year& ago, My family bas accumulated land fo r  a number of 
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yeara and t h a t  land has been mined since t h e  mid-fifciee.  

A l o t  of the land is  reclamed and i t ' s  beaut i fu l ,  Aa a 

matter of fac t ,  one portion of our area has a ca t c l e  ranch 

on St,  a h e f  c a t t l e  ranch, and it won t h e  Dove?rnorl s award 

for  reclamation th i s  paet year. 

Now P hope i t ' s  obvious to  you 1 8txongly 

support mountain top removal and T & n l t  feel tha t  there is 

any need for further reclamation regulation@ by the  s t a t e  

o r  by che fe&efial, agenclae. our current muntain economy 

is depandent u p  the coal hdwetry. Mountain top r m v s l .  

ie a work i n  progress. 1 heard tha t  said earlier torfay. 

Lt: creates  lev*% land fo r  industria1 dweliopmnr and new 

home a i t e s ,  In rhe? meantime, I C i 8  prbvibiag jobs, 

Now, i n  1990 I requested a pemtt t o  build a 

home i n  a local. sabdivislon. The DPvFsion of Water of the 

Staca of Ksnwcky advieed me tha t  my home would have ro bc.r 

ku i i r  above the 1957 f3.ood pla in  level in  order t o  be 

allowed a perrrcit. I: went athead and b u i l t  r;h@ hame and I 

want you to know that the Eiret  %laor i n  my h o w  i s  even 

with my neigbr's etcand floor. My house has a garrage on 

one end and b e  been filled the full level ,  about ten feet, 

d l  the way around on three sides.  Now f have l ived i n  

that hause for  twaf w years. The water has never came over 

the  r i ve r  bank in my nexghborhwd. But it's obvious t o  me 

that that wtta the proper thing to do bacaum I was being 

protected.  

Now, t h i ~  area ie i n  &@perate need o f  level 

land wid the whole purpose of the  home example 15 t o  

ermphaaioe t ha t ,  XX you yo out there and you t r y  t o  f ind  

any bueineflfl location or any hame Iocatfon outside the 

flood - -  chat  i8 not. fn t h e  flood plaan area, 3 ptamlracs you 

that th& only place tha t  you w i l l  possibfy f i n d  t ha t  is on 

a s t r i p  mine reclaimad operation.  

As YOU am wall aware, we? have a new Wax-Kart 

and new Loweia being bu i l t  out on Route 80 and i t ' s  being 

build only because that land wae strq mind ,  because 

nobody could possibly afford t o  move ths mountain of  ear th  

that was rhem before i t  wac pnitled i n  order to  make room 

for those ltwgo busincawas. 

So I do believe t ha t  s t rq  mining not  only 

provides us with an excellent low coat fue l ,  I t  prov~dee a 

worthwhile benefit  t o  the Sta t e  of Kentucky i n  all the '  

taxes that it paye. But fit also providee a remore area s f  

Kentucky with an opportunity for  economic d@velogmktnt and 

ham eites for  th& reeident  chat'^ out of the f l ood  pla in  

so they don't  have to worry about theix homes being 

P, - ' "  - 
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Oregory Burnett, private citizen Lisa Conley, private citizen 

f10oded. lekaanlc you very much, 

i4s Mr. Burnett comes upf our next 

epeaker will be Lisa Cilrr~ley. 

How you doing? I ' m  not fronr 

Kentucky. f'a actually from a state pretty Ear away Erom 

here. I moved here ro attend college about three years 

ago. I drove here from Richmandl today to see what peaple 

Lhought about: mountam top removal. Until very receuently, 

probably the l a s t  yeas or two, f didn* t know anything about 

it. I had never even heard of it. Where I'm from, mat 

people doni t even know - -  they don't e w n  know what i t  

means. X maan yau say "mounkaln tap removal" and they will 

look at yau like you're crazy. I Learned a lot about 

mining, not mountain top removal, fwt  mining In general, 

researching the Martin County Coal slurry spxll at E . K . U .  

I think -- I mean on a national level people don't know 

about it. They don't know anything --  they don't know the 
baeica of it. Like I mi&, they don't: even bow what  it 

means, I think there would be rt lot: more oppo~itlon to It: 

~f there was mom national awareness of t h e  destructiveness 

and the breaking of federal and state laws that occur to 

the government knowledge an& aupport, 

30 badrally, T3m going to make this short, L 

chalLenga you, the gwrzxmnt agenoiee and the entire 

United Statee to implement the clean alternatives for 

fossil f u e l  consumption that alraaiiy exist and tha t  do 

provide jobs. 

The haalth impllcationta alone Enre too severe to 

ignore this problem. I think i t ' 8  otnriouei that all yow 

kids will thank you. 

While Miss Canley corn@$ up, the 

next: speaker mlc! be J.W. Bradley, 

Hello. Ply name is Lisa Canley 

and i am Erom WaZfe County, Kentucky. I, too, go to 

Eaetern Kentucky University and I came3 up here because I'm 

interamad in the rninmg ilriduatry and have been working 

with the Martik County Reeeaxch Project as well. Actually 

we presented our %nalyals on the Agency for Toxic Disease 

and Substc7mce R&gistsiera health peeition to Martin County, 

and 1'3.1 eel3 you a little bit about that in a second. 

But, tonight I think we shouldn't be so 

divided. f know rhis is really cliche, but the environment 

Fs averyon@'@ anvironment. Xtr5 cliche, but true, th&t 

everything we do the environment doas come back to ue. 

When I worked with the Martih County Coal 

spill, I learned a few ehlnge an8 one was that the environ- 
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ment, once it's - -  once it's d~vaatated, it'8 pretty much 
davasttrated Lor your lifetime and probably your children's 

lifetime. I chink that in areas like Bastem Kentucky, and 

like f eaid, I'm from Wolfe County, I know how i c  i s  In 

Eastern Kentucky with Che economy and everythlng, it ' a  eaey 

for absentee landownere to exploit your rctkjauxces and 

Leave. And they leave the area usually devastated and 

economically more worm off than it was to begin w i t h ,  

When will we lealrn that money won't matter when our water 

and our forests and our wildlife fall vierim to pollution 

and neglecc? 

Over the years P can, I mean just from growing 

up, 1: mean 6 live down in the, country and Z would see all 

the wildlife and f i s h ,  I woula go fishing wtth my dad and 

everythzng, And recently we went to Mamoth Cave and I 

remember growing up going there and seeing a31 the wi ld l i f e  

and everythrng just in the caves and the water, 1 can 

notiae a difference. There is leas wildlife and I donft 

know if it hae anything to do with jtlst minnng, 1 think it 

has to do a lot with everything we do to the .environment. 

90 f eruppork the environment fsrst: and foremostl. 

Like I said, I ' m  from the most poverty stricken 

area in Eastern Kentucky, Just in the laat year it wan 

declared the M B ~  poverty stricken area. I know how 

difficult it 1~ to find a good jab and just to survive. My 

dad drove to Salyererv~Sle every day Ifke for thirty minutes 

back and forth every day far almoet thirty yeara. We 

worked at Continental Conveyor, which made coal. mining 

parts. He was a tool and die maker. And we have no 

induettry. I know how hard it is to find cn job i n  a t o m  

and I think that smrstimes that can - -  when the economy is 
bad and you have certain things,  I mean I know you guys are 

doing what yo& have to do t o  euroive anal I'm not putting 

you down, I'm not: dxsetgeeing with it. Rut I think there 

is a sustainable! way, There has to be a balance, because 

we a r e  destroying our environment. That: ie just plain and 

simple. It's vesy easy to Bee. 

Like Patty said, you can fly over, You can aee 

the devastation of mountain top removal, I don't know what 

the other fellow was talking about: that is ao bautiful. 

3 f  you really want to see beauty that the coal industry 

lcavea behind, go to Martin County where the Tug - -  where 
the Big Sari& meete Wale Creek and you can #crape up the 

surface aE the @ail  and you will see all the slurry 

materials that the! -- thc; govc;mmerzt agenciee remvsd and 

Martin Councy ~juppssadly removed, nt ' B still there and it's 
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J. W. Bradlev, Save Our CuuuiQerQand Mountains 

feeding into theif water intaka and rhsny are drinking it. 

And with E.K.U. we did a study and we had an environmental 

engineer. She atudiad the water samples, the data provided 

by the A.T,S,D. R. and these people are drinking water that 

is above safety standards. Xe is in many different rhings 

inaludlng etraenic, chrcrmium, barzurn, lots of different very. 

toxic metale that etsy in your body and will eventually 

probably kill you. 

60 I think that itis time chat we, to m e ,  ttte 

a no-brahner. The envksomnc i s  over immediate profita. 

You can look through history. A very famoue book that we 

all know says that there is nothing new under tlza sun, 

That '$3 cha Bfbla. You know how this wff l play out. It: has 

played out like ithis through hietory. You can scoff at 

peapie who have different view@ rhm you and maybe boo at 

them when they leave the sstage . Buc there 1s no reaean why 

so many people who have such a eamknon interest in the 

environme?rrt and their health, you ehoultf be able to - -  to 
strike a balance. 

Like - -  like the man said before mc?, you know, 

P urge you to go aut. Go check out the coal mining @ices 

and you can see exactly the beauty that the coal, industry 

lsavea behind. Thank you, 

As Mr. Bradley come8 up, the next 

speaker wxll be Kathy Bird. 

d I'm S.H, Bradley of Petror, 

Tennessee, whezs Mmehy Mountain is, Most of  you have 

heard of Bruehy Noounteln. I 'm a friend of Kentucky people. 

Ny ascestors caw chrough Kentucky, Some of them srayecf 

and worked in the chep mines until they retired. So I am 

not: only a Eriesd of Kentucky, S'rn a friend OE the United 

states. 

We are otewasds of the Isnd. What w e  do to the 

Land, sne day we will gay for, and some o f  it more immedi- 

ate than othsre, And n don't understand h w  chat scrip 

miners can beautify something that: Cad made. Z think tltat 

we have a song, Tf I was a good eingcsr, I ' d  sing X t  for 

you, Itr s about the nine. pamd h a m r  and aumber nine 

coal. The strippers are daatraying trees. Tt. says that 

trees my grow again, but s mountain has no seed. You 

c&ntt grow another mountain. You canit make water. 

Mybody ought to know that: you can't put spoil 

in a hollow bacsluse chat's the &ginning o f  a stream that 

winds up being a river, And, if you rfo that, it's going --  
1% glad you ell ham started calling it *valley fill" 

because that's what it i@. Wtlen you put it in the head of 

P P 
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the holler, it eventually goes to the valley quicker, As 

Long ae water runs downhill, you are going to have this 

problem, 

I'm ashamed of  6.S.M. When the strip mine law 

was signed in 79, they mad thet: they would be no w~ncaitl 

top removal unless there was a better use for che l m d .  

And f u a  to make a Elat place up there  ie not: a better use 

for che laxl, 

strip miners only think of profit. They donit: 

&hi& of the people &low thm. The overloaded trucks that 

they aend out: on the highways are a hazard t o  the public 

driving an the roads, Sometmte~~ you have to SUB the 

federal  government. I'm glird E.P.A. is here. On@ time we 

had to sue E; .P .A, .  Et turned out to be the biggest 

environmental lawcruit; filed at the time. floward Baker, 

our senator, paseed a dir ty  amendment to khe Clean A i r  Act  

that discriminatad againet the people that: lived i n  an area 

whera there wag tw ~ t ~ a m  plants. We joined with other 

people and eued E,P.A. and f~n6iLll.y won Borne canceissb?.innts. 

X am opposed to rnauntain tap r&ms3valu i am 

opposed to valley fill. And Z want you a11 ts know that 

you a l l  ~ h o u l d  take interest i n  your job and do w h a t  you're 

supposcld t ~ ,  ra ther  than let the s t r i p  miner& draw up a 

plan and you approve it. We know that that very much 

happens as far as Hew Mexico. From here to NEW Mexlco 1 

haw talked to people about how 0.S.M. i s  enforcing the law 

and they a re  nor enforcing the law the way tha t  ~t was 

w n t t e n .  I thank you. 

I've gat a minute. In 2958 's. wore a hard hat 

like you all. I worked In the deep mines and strip miner8 

putrmg theis dirty coal in the t ipple  got our mine shut 

down. 

as Kdthy Bird coma up, t h e  next 

speaker w i l l  be, Charles Blankenehig. 

My mme is Xathy Bird, I ' m  a 

mmber of a g r a ~ s  mot8 ~rganization called Save Our 

Cumberland Wountaine, I: live in Elk Valley, which is in 

Campbell County in Tenn@F)see, just sourh of the K@nntucky 

border, During the past year my neighbra and I have been 

crolacernet? about two mountain trap minifig projects, One of 

them is about a mile from me and the other one learj than 

three-quartara of a mile. 

The twenty-one hundred acre Zed Mountain 

project  features cross ridge mining, which is a form of 

mountain top remowl. Work on Zed Motinrain b q a n  about: two 

weeks ego and we are extremely concerned that the permit@ 

-- -em--- w- 
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from 0. S,M. and the Temeoeee Department 0f Bnvf romnt and 

tzonservatian have ctpcned the door to mare maritam top 

mzning i n  Tennessee. That 'B why  me of UB cam@ all the 

way up here t o  Hazard tonight to  say what we think. 

I personally don t aee how the  E. I ,S. is going 

to help ue protect: the mountaine we live in any more than 

or any better than what we have now, My main concarn i s  

that the  problem^ related tc valley fills and the irmterpra- 

tation of the hun&od foot Bdream buffer zone are not 

adequately addreseed by my of the aal ternative? bctlons . 
The E . Z , B ,  appear8 to mhtantibte other scientific 

studiea, acl well am common sense and local experience, that 

mountain top mzning and valley fiila impact: headwater 

@traame as w e f l  a8 the damcream conditzonr;l, 

f. thought you al3. did a pretty good jab in 

Gectiori 3-D where you s u m s i z e  eight potential impact8 

such as lam of up&trreatm energy from upetrcam reaches and 

change8 in chemietry and EJow and sedimentation downstream. 

That's why I'm really conftrsed &bout why we are still 

talking about mesaing with the hundred foot atrearn buffer 

tone rule  or al.lowing valley f i l l @  itt all. AS 1 road the 

alternstlvee propoee;.d in the E,?T .8, our only choice 

scqasdzng vailey f i M . ~ ,  ia how much damge to the waterehed 

we are going to say i s  okay. EE declaring a hundred foot 

stream buffer xoae inapplicable t o  valley E f U a  i@ what you 

mctan by rewriting t;h@ clarification, then we are headed In 

the wrong direction, We need to keep t ha t  buffer for all 

streams In every project, period. And, further, if science 

baeed mcstho8h.i can't: tell ue what the size limit of a va3ley 

fill a h u l d  be, then Pet's not do any more until we figure 

&hat our. 

We are having sortie prablems with eurface mar-lng 

and mountain tag mining in TennehJsee. Not far from my home 

i s  a stream, that's been ged by sutiace mining. The 

water i s  red and nothing lives in it, at least that 'I can 

see, Some OE us feel that the ZaB Mountain permits were 

isausd befar@ a l l  of our concerns were sdequately ad- 

dressed. 

For e~t9rnpl~n~ them i ~ )  ~~pposedly an E. 1 .S. that 

wapr done by O.B.M., but vm haven't seen it yet: and haven't 

had an opportunity to c ~ m e n t  on i t ,  And also on Zed 

Hountain w e  can1 t-. get che Tannemae Department of Emiron- 

wnt and Conservation co tell us how they decided where the 

waters of the s t a t e  stlop and where they atart, Right now 

they are saying they atop before you get to where the  guy^ 

are going to mine. 
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MTMNF Draft PEE Public Comment Compendium B-9 1 Section B - Kentucky Evening Session 



Charles Blankenship, private citizen 

We are  also hoping that the T.V.A.'e E.1.S. 

process f o r  the Gopp@m Pool Reserve will va9idace our view 

that the Brady Mountain Project i o  really a bad idea and 

tha t  re-mining sf that area w i l l  never happen. 

The sac3 t ru th  is  current surface mining and 

water coladit ion laws do not prevent damage to the envizron- 

inant. f am very concerned that: alternakivec? offared i n  the 

E.  l .S. not only weaken these! laws further,  but E e r i l  t o  

improve enforcement. As Z see S t ,  the  only thing tha t  Za 

baf ng streamlined here is the dotetruction o f  the waters and 

mountains o f  Tennessee and the  other Appalachian a ta tee .  

Thanks. 

By. i2QtCER.s As Charles Blankenship comes up, 

our next speaker, and I'm going to have c w b l e  w i t h  the 

last name, le Doug fSorPerd, Darfield, from look8 like 

E l l i o t t ,  Eli%octon, Kentucky, 

H i . -  My name is Charles 

Blankenship. 7 l i v e  i n  a l i t t l e  t o m  called Ebk Valley, 

Tennessee. XtTs abwt  t e n  m i l e m  south o f  Je l l i co ,  Ken- 

tucky. We have a new name t o r  mountain top remv8.l kn 

Tennessee. It's called crosa ridge mining. In T~nneeeee 

they are  trying sowthing new. They a re  ca l l ing  rnountain 

top removal c r o s ~  ridge mining. The E, I . d .  nee& t o  

addrees cross ridge mining in the  State of Tenneesee, Thlza 

practice does not come undes cite same level of scrutany as 

mountain top removal. The E,f.S. should look a t  the crass 

ridge mining and its potential  Fapacc on Tennestwe. Isaues 

that need to be actdreseed are slope s tab i l i ty ,  eediment 

control ,  and spozl cblcvlatiana. O f  the Ewuz states 

atudied in t h ~ s  E.I.8, Tem@85ee is  the  only e t a t e  with a 

Federal Surface Mining regulatory program. Tn Tenfiektsee 

0.S.M. does ax1 the permZtting i n  the fo re fmnt ,  The 

E.1.6, should look a t  the! experience of people in Tennessee 

before wcwending change8 i n  the  amunt of authority 

given to 0 , B . M .  permitting of mountain tap mining opera- 

t ions.  In this E . X , S ,  they showed - -  they showed you some 

ilnformation about strip mines i n  Tenneseecj, Before the 

S2,I.S. doee not look a t  eome of the mort important infoma- 

t i on  af e t r q  mjning in Tenamsee, t h e  histony of viola- 

t ions chat rimy of them & t i p  mxning operatione have. 

Por example, the Bkyhorn 1319 Brwh Complex 18 

included i n  thie srudy. B u t  no mention i r s  made of  t h i s  

corngany'e t e r r i b l e  record of pol lu tmg stream@. I f  t h i s  

E.1.9. will look at the violatrons i n  Tenneaeec, Lt would 

show that  O.S.M. have not been able t o  prevent: coal 

operators from viola t ing  the law. ff any of the sugges- 

-- --- 
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tions of this E. I .S* are going to give 0.9.M. mse powel; in 

giving pesmita, the B, X .s, whould look a t  the record of 

vialatzons of all the mfnea permitted by Kndxv~lle 0,B.M. 

This would show a more complex picture of what is being 

permitted in Temeeaee. 

I n  Tenneesee we are having a problem with the 

public comment process. The public comment period haa 

become a period during which 0.S .#, an8 the mining company 

work tctgether ta adjust mining plans t o  avoid concern* 

raised by the publ~c. Xnwilie 0.S.W. acts like a 

consultant co the mining companies instead of  .just making 

itsdecisionhl about the permit application. fn the cars@ 

of Zed Mountain Croee Ridge Mine, many ~rgniEicant chetyngrgs 

were made to the permit application after the public 

coflmnt period had closed, When 0, S .M. Srefd an inform1 

eonf erence on the germit &pplication, they were s t i l l  

making changes co the permit + That; made it realty hard for 

u~ to know what: to comment on. We wanted O.S.M. to reopen 

the comment period so that everybody could make comments an 

the finished application. 0.S.M. used the fact that X made 

a lot of trip8 to the Knoxville field office to raise 

concsrna and get: information as  a resalt for not: reopening 

the cornmnr period. Thank you. 

As Doug comes up, the next speaker 

will be Sharon Naggard. 

My name is Doug Dorfeld and I ' m  

from Northeastern Kentucky and 9 ' m  8 m-ex of Kentuckians 

For The ComnweaLth. The three action alternativeril in 

th i s  ~rwironrncntal, impact statement are conrpletely inade- 

quate. The guspoec? of this E . I . S .  1s tra evaluate options 

from proven agency program under the  Clean water Act ,  

Surface M m z n g  and 13t9~1amatlon Act, and the Endangered 

Specie@ Act: chat will contribute to reduclng the adverse 

environmental impacts sf mountam top removal operations 

and excesa spoil valley fill a in Appalachia. Glaringly 

missing r s  an altexnatjve! prohibiting or even restricting 

the u ~ e  of mountain tap removcla mining operakions and 

valley filfa in Appalachia. The studies in this B.9.B. 

clearly ehow thar mining operttklons o f  this  acafe and 

nature given tha topography, bio-divsraity, human gopula- 

cioa, and rainfall in th i s  region are not appropriate em& 

the damage caused cannot be mitigated. 

The Clean Water A c t  was a promise ra the 

American people chat our waternays would not be rtacrificed 

for short term economic gains. The goal of the Clean Water 

Act is to protect the physical, bioliogical, and chemical 
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Michael Riley, private citizen 

in teg r i t y  of our nationv e etreame. Kentucky r e m l a t  ion@ on 

antidegradation of our atate's surface waters state R,R.S. 

224.70 thrbugh 100 e9eelares that: the policy of the  Comaon- 

wealth i e  t o  conserve ~t38 waters for legit imate use8 and t o  

safeguard from poLluticrn the uncantaminatad waters of the 

Commnwealth, prevent the creat ion  cf any new pollution i n  

the waters of the Commonwealth, and t o  abate say existing 

pal lu t lon ,  In defiance of the in tent  of these s t a t e  and 

federal Lars the thxea action al ternat ives  in thie B . I . S .  

amount t o  nothing mre than simplif i c a c ~ o n  of plltmf t t i ng  of 

aver mare p o l l u t ~ o n ,  The rhree action alcerhatives are ss 

oblivious to the data in the otudies i n  t h i o  6.1-S. tha t  

they conaritute ii disservice to tha ~ c i s n t i r t t e  t ha t  worked 

on the studies and t o  the people of  the region, 

Rn addjtianal a l te rnat ive  --  an addit~onal 

alternat2src2 that stope mountain top remval  and valley 

f i l l s  muat be added t o  t h i e  environmental impact rstudy. 

Thank you. 

Sharon Magpkrd. Michael Riley will 

be the next speaker. While Mr. R ~ l e y  comes up, Brent: Boggs 

w i l l  be a f t e r  Ms. Riley. 

~y name i s  Michael Riley. I 

woxk in the coal fields. I i m  f r o m  Buckhorn, Kentucky. And 

1 have h e a d  a l l  these people talk tonighr, here and X thank 

God for every one of them and t h e i r  opinions, ~ u t  them 

are a l o t  of misinformed people here tonight.  And mast --  
it Is amazing to me why i f  somebody wanted t o  - - i f  somebody 

wanted t o  pu t  t h e i r  reputation and get up in public and 

calk, that they wouldnt t have the facts. They have gcr 

f ac t s  on paper. But f can w i e e  down a bunch sf fac te  and 

hand t o  this m n  from the E . P . A .  and say Itthis is real" and 

he may have t o  believe chat, But there  are people In the 

field off ices  tha t  goes out,  there are peopla from the 

E.P.A., them are people from a11 kinds of different 

organizatione that comes and checks our strip jabs. They 

a re  put: i n  by the l a w .  They are people there, Rnd why 

does people say that i t ' s  i l l ega l ?  

T work every day. 3 have done it Eor twenty- 

five years, I thank Qod fbr that oppwtunity. I have fed 

a fernsly, ra i sed  a family, and I hope my family gets t o  go 

on, my son, and work in the  coal fze lds .  

People --  peopla can read all the facts they 

w a n t  to  read. But I have seen it. The l i t t l e  lady that 

was talking about the? game going down, I guess the pertplrr 

got 80 hungry down there t ha t  they had t o  k i l l  i t  and eac 

i t .  My father --  my father was one of the  beat hunters I 

---- - 
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ever saw, Everyone said he could k i l l  a sqttirxel where 

there wou1dn1 t any  squirrel^. Be never saw a l i v e  deer i n  

t h e  woods in his l i f e .  Today 1 hit three  In the l a s t  - -  
well, I h i t  three  within a six m a t h  period l a s t  year 

txyt-ng t o  get  to and from work. we've  go^ ~o much game now 

and wi ld l i fe  and they are flourishing around these strip 

-jabs and turkeys by the  tans of thaueands and there are 

f i8h in ninety percent: o f  these wildl i fe  --  or these panda 

that's laEt on t h e  s t r i p  jobs that: you can go catch a mesa 

of fish to e a t .  And 1 l i v e  right below a strip job that 

was worked out a b u t  rwenty-five years ago, Rnd when we 

had the five inches of ram the  other day, if it: would have! 

been the way It was before t h e  f l a t  land wan back there, 

all t h a t  wacer wouZd have come rushing at once and my house 

probably wouldn't haw h e n  there ,  But due t o  the f l a t  

:and holding the water, filtering the watex, and the wates 

can come down through the big rocks they put i n  there to 

srxain the water, t h a t ' s  what clsantaes water is going over 

rock. I mean Z learned that in the th i rd  grade i n  school. 

I'm no acient ie t  . But X know what T see. And 

If I didnt t hctliave i n  the work I t r n  doing, I wouldn* t &o 

it. That le  the way 'I ant, And my brother An the Lord tha t  

waa here a minute ago, P 1 m  the  paator of small church 

too, and ha --  he said be bad s~udied acience. You know, 

X studied scienc& in school, That was my favorite subject ,  

t he  only rhing tha t  r did any good. But, really, you know 

something? There's eo many fallacies sn science and they 

are proving it: wrong every day, And when you can see with 

ycrur own two q c s ,  why take soenebody elfsete ward and gel, up 

and talk about i t 7  I know what I'm doirq.  And I knvw what 

we do at Pine Brench Coal. And i f  you can go to U and D 

Ranch and tell me that ain't the prettiest piece of real 

estate in this country an top of a mounraln tha t  was 

nothing but a bare rock c l i f f ,  a few Crees were cut, and 

they gat the traas out, they mde w e  of the  timber, and X 

want to tell. you  that*^ the prettiest place 1 h o w  of. If 

I had a homer f ' d  l i ke  to hetve Ir right out chera, i f  1 had 

my choice of places t o  bu+ld, xighr i n  the middle of i t .  

ItE$ a braut i fu l  place, And you driv& up Highway 28, you 

see the  mountrains, You don ' t  see that. You go up there 

and you've got graesl;vnd. You've got I don't know how many 

head of c a t t l e  you have, eight ox nine hundred head. Three  

hundred? X know they9re a bun&, Everywhere I look l e  

cowe. And Chat land i a  supporting it, 

And one wrs thing T'd Like to say, we l i v e  in 
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Brent Barzes. mivate citizen Anthony Jones, private citizen 

this hills of Ernetcrn Kentucky and I Eeel bleaeed. Qod 

bless America and God blem Kentucky. We've got the 

greatest sta te  in the United States, as far ae I L p  con- 

csrned. Prom my travels, that's the reason x decided to 

come back horn and eattlet down here and make it one way or 

another. And 1 have been lucky enough to make it in the 

coal business. 1 mean i t ' s  - -  t;hatZtl my livelihood. I gel: 

up and go to work every day. 

But X thmk God t h a t  we have people who do 

watch after our environment too, We have to be careful 

wxth that;. Thatt# one tiring I'm proud of my company 

because they do lcmk out; for t h e  environment. I tfrar,k you 

all for listening to w,  

Bafore Mr. Boggs corns up, please, 

f o l k s ,  we have asked that you try to limit your reaponees 

while the apeaker is speaking. We would like to limit your 

responses all the time. Bat: I undexetand you have had 

strong feelinga isbout chis .  Blit please try to be coUrteouB 

and limit your seeponeee while the speaker is speaking. 

You are just cutting into their time to speak. Mr. U q g s .  

After Mr. Baggs, it will be Anthony Jones, 

Thank you. My name ie Brent 

Buggs ,  1 live in Harlan County, Kentucky. I am a yiner.  

Something thar 1 th ink  all of us cam relate to, there ie no 

one in this room thar haanit benefited in same manner from 

coal, whether itt@ coal severance tax mncy that came back 

to build mad, to bull& buixdings, to fund schools, 

whatever. That I s  where the money come from, Other people 

say there are other andustries. Whexe? Name t h e m .  Iriet: 

them, Other sources of energy. The government studise say 

they are not fezlsible. Xydzotlaccrie, solar, or wind, 

They have none dme what they m i d  they would do. The msx 

effective source of energy that we have i s  coal. And i f  

you eliminate, mountain top removal, if you eliminate coal 

mining, then what are you wiliing ta give up? It's that 

eimpla. Wlrac are you willing to give up? Yous air 

conditionc;zrs? Your electricity? Your ciothinga Medicine? 

Ask yourself that gumtion. Thank you, 

As m. Jones cows up, the next 

speaker will be J i m  Sidwearell* 

My name i a  Anthony Jones and 

I ' m  from Hazard, Kentucky, Two mwnthirj ago X scood behind 

this podium and d ~ d  the hardest thing I've ever done. I 

gave my salutary speech for graduation. Though I never 

wanted to speak publicly again, I feel competled to discuss 

the ia~tue of the executive e-ry of the R.I.8. 

.- . 
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Jim Sidwefl, private citizen 

Ae X have already mentioned, I graduated high 

echoaf from Hazard High School, which is right over there. 

Though 1 feel the: r received a tog not& e&uccttion, I 

worry that the pxopueed alternative actions will adversely 

affect schools in Eastern Kentucky. You see, taxpayers 

wxthan the state primarily funds public education. 

Therefore, if thm action goes though, more people will 

become unemployed and feel it necesraary t o  seek employment 

out: of t he  - -  out of Eaatarn Kentucky as a result c f  the 

impending information of further regulations, Thia will 

put Braecern Kentucky's rural ~chool s in peril. Mare 80, 

Eastern Kentucky youth will Lack the knowledge and skills 

needed to think af innovative new way@ to prodws coal 

alternatives in the fucuret --  in the future, an unfortunate 
scenario that the - -  if the Kentuckians For The Cmmbn- 

wealth prevail.. 

fn conclusFon, f find nyself mre and m r e  

grateful every day that r gradtlated while coal wet3 still a 

wjar influence in Eastern Kentucky, And I hope that in 

twenty years another Hazard High School alum can say the 

same thing. Thank you. 

MX, SidweLl will be the laat 

speakex before our - -  our next five, minute break, 

Sidwell. E live! in the Airport Gardens canmanicy of Perry 

county, just butslde of Hazard, Twenty-tight years ago f 

moved from a small taming community i n  Southeastern 

Kentucky and came to Wazard as a state auditor for the 

revenue deparGmnt. And since that trme, 3 have raised a 

family based mamly upon the income? and revenues of the 

coal conrpanias. And aa a concerned cieizen, 2 really donst 

want ko see any more adverse regularions ptt; on the mining 

in&usltry that's going to affect nor only the miners, bur 

their familiea and all o f  the in&ireck cowaniee that 

dep.a?nds on c o d  revenue. 

Probably aixty percent o f  my family, or the 

graduating class in my high schoa2, left the community 

because there was no enuplop@nt+ 5 love my mom and dad and 

my sister@ and myself had to move from home to find 

employment. In this area the people that are enrplcryed by 

the coal companies, they have jobs here, Theis famllicts 

will s t ay  hem. And chat ' 8  --  that's such a reward for 

f amxlies. 

Whetnever I moved to this county in 1978, a good 

friend of mine by the  name of John Tate and f decided that 

it would be nice to take a canoe trip down the North Fork 

- - 
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Levon Baker, private citizen 

af the Kftntaclcy River, when we put: i n  behind City Hall an& 

s t a r t ed  down the r ives ,  we didntt go very Ear u n t i l  we had 

t o  get out and push the canoe because of low water. men  

we stepped out, our legs looked l i k e  we had ateppsd i n  an 

outhouse. The water was filthy. You could not see any 

life whatsoever i n  the stream. 

Times have changed and ft seeme l ~ k e  t ha t  the 

people from - -  the people that a re  representing the  anti- 

coal befitwe, in clwaa water. &d i t ' s  jus t  Stks all of you 

setting a t  t h i s  podium, you are not drrinking water from 

t h i a  area. You. a r e  drinking ba t t l ed  water, Ws a l l  want 

clean water, 

Pfobably t w o  years ago 1 took the same t r i p  

down the Nor& Fork of the Kentucky River and took a 

f i sh ing pole and I caught my l i m i t  in ramall mouth bass. Z t  

amazes me that what thaae folkhc are talking about is ~ h i n g s  

tha t  happened twenty-five p a r s  ago and they have got t h i e  

mind set that the coal industry le raping and pillaging the  

mountaine and laavirg all this pall ution, and they are not. 

r don ' t  know i f  - -  where they go t o  and wfiar, they see. Tt 

would be wonderful fox them to  come and take tours  of Pint? 

Branch, Mil las  Brotherrs . There a re  some wonderful r ~ i t a s  

for them t o  look  ar. that's not destroyed and nut: - -  ~ t ' e  

beneficial t o  this area, 

By trade, I'm a tax consultant and I have 

repreeented probably three hundred coal companie~. And i n  

lookzng a t  some of t h e i r  f inancial  informit;;lon, there ia 

one company t h a t  I know thee ha5 a hundred smployees. What 

they feed back in to  the local &conomy ie thirty thcmaand 

dollars an employee: per month. And t ha t  'a astounding t;o 

put that much money back Into tha local  comunlty. 

Pleaee don't make your rules and oux ragala- 

tione rnore stringerit because icls going to put these folks 

out of work. They a r e  going t o  have to move, Their 

familien rill have t o  move. Letts laave Eastern Kentucky 

alone. Thank you. 

A f t e r  -- afcer  the break, Part 

Hohlies, that I S  ~ n n  Hoblie% and & v a ~  Baker w i l l  be our two 

speakere, Five minute break. 

A l l  r i gh t ,  folks. We need t o  get  

back In otrr seata, if we wct.uXd. Our next apeaker, Ann 

Habliss rndicated tha t  nhe would not be speaking.. She had 

to 90, So Levon Baker, and our next lspeakex after tha t  18 

eigned up as 444- 

Goad evening. My name 1s Levon 

-- 
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444, private citizen 

Baker and T have got thirty-two years expariance fn the 

coal mining itsduetry, I have done everything from run et. 

deep mine t o  a a t r i p  mine and I djcl aome of the f i r s t  

perrnlts t ha t  was done In t h e  State o f  Kentucky. And 

whenever the Divieion of Permits, D.S.M. R.E., vras i n i t i -  

ated, all we could hear From che company, and t h e  company 

t ha t  I worked for was "if these laws get  passed, we w i l l  

have t o  ~ A u t  down*'. Along comes O.B.K. t l l f  they  get it 

approved and those laws are passed, we a re  going to shut 

down and leave, " E.P.A. "We can ' t  l ive with those rules, " 
M9BA. *Th& mines, we will have t o  shut the! minee &wn i f  

we have to buy rhie equLpment.* And, Co my knowledge, 

there is more coal being mined today in the state of 

Kentucky with l e s s  men ac  a grweex pro f i t  than eves 

before, 

Now, like I said, I have thirty-two years 

experience and T have a hollow fill on my backyard ar home. 

I have one of those f i s h  pands that  s got mud about that  

deep in my back yard a t  homts, That qualifies me to  cow 

here and say I oppose t h i s  because I know, as well at8 yo% 

know, t ha t  they can mine the coal without putting the ~pspoil 

i n to  the  hollaw f i l l s .  They will find an a l t e ry i t ive  way. 

They can go back and reclaim wi th  that, eom of them. An 

area that's, i f  you go out there and look right now, they 

need t o  reclaim. But there is axway8 an a l ternat ive .  And 

I have never seen a coal company leave here yet4 Thank 

YOU. 

The next speaker a f t e r  t h i s  

gentleman will be Paul Fleming, 

P a m  4 4 4  and t h i s  i i s  my grandson. I have 

been minzng C O ~ Z  since I waa seven years old, f: am fzfty- 

four years old,  This young man, f hope, gets to  cantknue. 

He may and he may ROE. 2 will promise you that  X 'm not 

going to come up here and t e l l  any of you people that I'm 

going to tell you what to do, And If aomona our them 

thinks thM they are going ta r e l l  5 . S  .M., E.P.A.,  what you 

are  going to do, you are one af the worst fooled ducks chat 

I've ever seen. 

Now, we appreciate you all hnd we appreciate 

the other people t h a t ' s  out hem that  I s  concerned about: u s .  

Okay. This  l i t t l e  Eellsw r ight  here is fowc months old,  

wbt, just four month old, okay, four and tt half months 

old. X b m  wrang. When ym're wrong, you say you're wrong. 

Rhcn you're r ight ,  you're r i g h t .  Tt doesn't matter who 

says you're wrong. X E  I feel. that I'm r ight  and the en t i r e  

United §gates saye I'm wrong, until you prove me wrong, you 

-- 
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wrlf. know what Dave Duff i e ,  one stubborn fellow, He will 

do what he thinks is right, Okay. 

What I think ia right is to do good fox your 

commity, your nation, and respect: people, each person. 

Becauae each pereon, if you are not the moat important 

peraon in your I l fa ,  you had better gat that, because 

that's what happens to people who do not under~itand tha t  

chey have to be t h e  moet important, Because if you do not 

have @elf respect, you haw nothing, If you do not do h a t  

you think is righe, y w  have nothing. 

This young man right bere, 5 was born in 

Hazard, Kentucky, December the 8th s f  2949. Wf dad pulled 

checkers off oE car a t  Blue Diamond Coal and when the rail 

car CQEM out, it didn't stop. He gulled it off. He hung 

rt over here, For the men that worked in the mine, that's 

hvw they got paid. Okay. Now my dad worked all of his, 

life. He will be dead frve yeam an two days. My mom died 

nearly a month ago. Thxe little fellow, my daughter, my 

son, twelve kids wa@ on a huusakmat Saturday night. COZ, 

carbon monoxide poison, the lxttle fellow spent i n  the 

hospital Sunday and Monday. Okay, This right here i e  

what;' s important. T h ~ s  . torsi, would you cow here? He's 

doing real good. f don't think h e  even crred when Papa 

hollered, Now, he starts crying for his mommy, 

But people and even - - I worked with Caterpil- 
lar. Probably some of my seal good Eriende are Caterpillar 

people. These people seally know thexr machines. They 

decsigned Ehcnr, But I aperate them. I love to operate 

machines. f 've run them since I was @even year8 old, s D-8 

tractor we got: in s barn &m here thar runs like tte day 

t ha t  we got it. Okay. They corns In and they deaigned 

eotmthing. They are - -  they have sormzth~ng in their mind 
that they know more than aomebdy else and maybe they are 

smarter. But that person rhat'8 been there, done that, is 

the type peraon chat you want. An& t h a t ' s  what: you've gut 

to cfo. You, anything you do, and it doeankt matter xf it's 

coal mining, E~ghring for our country, which I do feel char 

we have r ea l ly  done well on the siwation. I t ' s  tough to 

go out and die for your country. But i f  you can't die fur 

your country, you do not d e s e r v e  to l i v e  i n  it, And that 

goes - -  chat --  I do what I think i s  right, Today., 

tomorrow if X get: up and 1 know that 3 did wrong, I s t i l l  

dtd xighc, 

Now, h~ve you ha& anyone, and 1 oan* t remember 

your name, Mr. 0.s.M. I'll say, come to tell you what you 

was going to do? Nave you ever had anyone, a cod mining 

-- 
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Tom Jones, East Kentucky Corp. 

company to tell you w b t  they were -- what you were going 

to do for  them? No, And you won't, And If they --  if the  

fellow does, he i s  bad - -  he as making S: ~ ~ 1 ' 1  say - -  I can 

juat  abaut ur~e other words. Re is not: using his haad, And 

I'm not gobng to come over hare. The Corpa o f  Engineers. 

These pecple have got R 30b to do. I t ' s  what they do. 

I've got a job t o  do and I'm going to do i t ;  and they are 

gomg to (90 iC. 1 don't come up here and don" need to 

bash them. But what we are saying is the ways to do 

something, it is a hard manner to mine coal on a piece of 

paper. 

McP one thing &fore I quit, when coal wan 

fumed, now as I walk off 1'11 say ~ t .  When coal was 

fonma;, it WBB in EI swamp. The laat Time I Looked, a swamp 

had water in it and the last time X looked. But a while 

ago J: heard that It did run uphi l l .  Et was level. 

Our nexe speaker w i l l  be Paul 

Fleming. Paul Fleming. Paul Fleming, going once. Okay. 

Tom Jones. Aftor Mr. Jonee, itis Dewey Ctomn. 

My name i s  Tam Jones. T am the 

executf ve director of the  East Kentucky Corporation. East 

Kentucky Corporation le a - -  1s a non pro f i t  economic 

development organization that serve8 the cornnittea of the 

195 

forty-five county area that iacludexr all of the Kentucky 

counties that ware a p a t  of t h i s  E , ~ . s .  study.  he 

rniesian of the East Kentucky Corporation is to s t abz l i z e ,  

expand, and moee of all, diversify the local econoaierr of 

the ~ a m w u t i e s  in which we serve. 

Probably no cornunity in our scsmxce area hae 

typif~ed that effort: to Biuersify i t e  economy more 80 than 

this - -  thxe community in PlZrry County, Hazard area. St 

has taken a very scarce reeource, and that; ia the  level 

Land that the mining induetry hae creatad by mining aria has 

taken the mountam area, the mountain top area end the 

valley fill area and hae developed in@titutional, comet-  

sml, relsidential, and even manuf actusing f acilitxsig on it 

to  cvsate jobs, hamee, and commulity --  and 2xtrerall.y 

coanunitxes an - -  rn the Perry County area, 

A nuaer of other communities w~thin Eastern 

Kentucky are followLng that same example. But the thing 

that  really stmds out, the thing that  I thrink i s  really 

nee given ~ t a  t rue  ex~mple and need ta highlight i n  the 

E.X.S. etudy is the fact: that: t h e  - -  the topography of 

Eastern Kentucky and in face the southern Meat Virginia, 

eout'hwaertem Vxrginta, Northeastern Tennemec? w e e  fs 

typified by very rugged, very precipitous topography. And 

- A h &  
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it Is only whan you have some manmade flattening of land 

chat we can i.n fact have aubrstantive types of devePopmnt 

that need to have that flat land i n  order to - -  to be 
brought about and to diversify the economies of --  of the 

cornunit ies , 

To grve an axample, last Friday X was contacted 

by a manufacturing facility who was looking for, as part of 

their sighting raquixemenks, a t h i r t y  to thirty-five acre 

tract of flat land. Mow it's very, very difficult in our 

eervice area in the mortntaine of tlm coal. mining mountam- 

nus area of EEtecern Kentucky to find that kind o f  thirty to 

thirty-f~ve acres. And they weren't -- they weren't just 
aaking it to disqualify us, but they In fact had ea have 

ehat kind of land to build a five hundred by one thoutitand 

foot manufacturing facility, eleven acres under roof, You 

have to have completely flat land for at least that eleven 

acre tract. It simply cannot be found unlesrs you are 

1ooking at a flood plain site. AEI far BS natural plam,  

you can only find it in a flood plain eite in --  in the 
area - -  hasically in the study area.  

so we are - -  we are very dependent upon the 

imuntai.n top areacr. We axe dependent upon t h e  ,valley fxdl 

areas in order to create same sabstantive development: to 

------ 

expand, to atabiliee, and Go diverrsify the economy of 

Eastern K@ntucky. 

Without -- wzthout the continuance of  mining 

and espec~ally surface mining that can create that flat 

land, we are going to be stagnated in terme of development 

as we go Pomrd in the future. 

Bo I would certainly call upon you as you 

f inieh up your E . I  . S. to keep in mind the need for aome 

flat Land in terme of development and in terms of balancing 

the raeourcee o f  your etudy area. Thank you. 

As Mr. Goman camea up, the next 

speaker would be Phillip Estep. 

f would like to thank everyone 

for being here and T would like to thank. the ppanel that is 

h e m  tonight. And more o f f  I'd like to thank the coal 

miners that are. her& tonight. They are the ones that are 

away from their family and they are! the oms ehat need t o  

be home and they need to be, you know, they take enough 

tlme away at their jobs and scuff l i k e  that and they need 

to be home inatsad of out here dehtzng problems that 

~hould be 80Lved elsewhere. 

You h o w ,  X ' m  going to say Borne cltrong Lmguage 

tonlght. Wd, you know, ic*e -. - therats a lot: of tkiings 

-- 
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here that have cropped up, You've got law, you have 

energy and you have coal and you have taxee. And, you 

knaw, the laws are alr@ady In place t o  rake care of 

everything tha t  0.8.M. has adminrstered o r  haa ;set for th  

for 8x1 the valley fille a d  everything. And X would Like 

t o  comrnend West VlrgLnla for picking back up and taking 

back off with rnauntain top removal, which --  which is  

Impertatrve f o  the coal business, you know, M a n g  with 

making ELat land, i t  cakes -- i t  makea l i f e  a lot bat ter  

%or people tha t  da ~ C V P  in the  momtams and do have f l a t  

- - and do have f l a t  ground wichout hav~ng a mountainside 

that's jus t  fzko th ia  right hare. So, you know, t h a t ' s  - -  
that's along --  we appreciate whet you h m  done, sir. 

But, you kxiovi, we have coal t ha t  neado to be 

mined and therei a Bevarance taxaa and there's a lor of 

taxea that coma back to o w  county and there" a llo of 

taxes tha t  are rnvolved that, everyone! here paye as a miner 

and tha t  we a l l  pay, Enough of zt doesn't corn back t o  our 

nwuntazns. I know it may not: be park of the scope of t h i s  

- -  thts hearing, sir, But, you know, we  till neatl those 

taxes and we pay them and f chink tha t  Eastern Kentucky 

desemoo the i r  share lastead of the golden t r i ang le .  

But also,  you knaw, what the - -  the  hold up on 

the  4048,  I th ink ,  i e  ~loarerbing tha t ,  and I'm gang to uee 

a strong word, I think it is nut Ilk@ a permit: where you 

put mn@y up. But Che way I understand i e ,  i t b e  money that 

you have t o  buy and you have t o  put up and you have t o  

place. And  it*^ a money t ha t  ie l i k e  an extortion ncmey. 

It'e --  i t l s  money thac should be given. back not t o  

Louisvil le or Laxxngton or Covfngton o r  Georgetown. It 

ehould be given back to Batern Kentucky, Zt: shouldn't be 

given t o  -- it: shouldn't be given to the area8 t ha t  already 

have great economic eaviore lzke Toyata. And they have 

Lexmark i n  Lexington and then  someth~ng. LouSsviLie has 

all t h e i r  factories. Then you go to - -  you go to Proctor 

and Gamble i n  Cincinnaei and Ohio and other areas* 90 we 

need tha t  money back i n  the  mountains. So, you know, I: 

think there 'e a let: af refining to &a with what you guy% 

are tryin9 to as, 

And i t ' s  great  t ha t  we have these kind aE 

meetings, you knaw, 1 guess that we h&ve a l l  learned from 

B i l l  Clinton and Hllary that: we need t o  ham town rneetinqs 

Tor us all to get Cogsthes and waste our tame here at: n ine  

o' clock at night or nine-thirty,  you knw.  These need 

to be home. You guys need to be home, you know, You guys 

nro great bureaucrats and you a l l  need t o  be a t  the  house 

- 
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Phillip Este~,  Miller Brothers Coal 

with your families also.  And I feel like that, you knraw, 

~ t ' s  a waste of --  I don't want to aay i t r a  a waste of 

time, But, you how, it's hard t o  agree with people that 

are - -  that are to ta l  hypocrites. T h a t  wirnC --  t ha t  want 

t o  go home and blow d r y  t h e i r  ha i r  and look good when they 

go out and want to tu rn  the l i gh t s  on and the azr condi- 

tkoner on BO they arc n m  sweaty or anything like that, 

So, you how, and 1 don't want --  I donf t want to talk 

about anyone chat ~s daing chat. RW chat's whak everyone 

here 153 doingd So, you how, it ' 8  -- it people that take 

logical --  make logical decfsiane far the bettermem af our 

community. And we --  I Izve here. My son is here .  My 

father i~ here tonigh%+ You know, we don't: escape ko 

Lexington. We d m  t: e8cape eo Florida. We don t @@cape to 

the weatern @tat@, We don't escape to New Yoxk, we stay 

here. We spend our wney here, the money tha t  we have 

given, you can l a ~ k  ffhe aupesintandenr of all thctoe schactls 

that f have given money, my father has given money, and all 

the reBt of t h em profitable - -  you know, they calk about 
tbeee big -- big coxporat~one tha t  have profite. You know, 

you are looking at: Horizon. You are looki~g atT James 

River, great, great  big companies t h a t  employ hundredo of 

people and you are going to put them out of buelntsos for 

reetlly &bsoXur;eLy na reason ar all, you know, 1 j u s t  - - X 

just - -  it fathom ~ l e  Eor what we a m  here for. I think 

tha t  w s  need greater rspreaentation and which I think that 

we are  getting, But, you know, those cornpanLen are in 

bankruptcy. There is no great p80fik8 in the coal b u d -  

nee@. Mr. Duff can tell you t ha t .  You know, anyone that ' 8  

here can cell.  you that. T h s e  men are sitting here ton igh t  

making five hundred do3laro a weak, making en& met: just 

like I do, just Like e v e r y M y  else Oueia. I don't have a 

big bunch of change ta throw all aver the place, you know, 

But all T 'rn saying ia that we - -  3 apprecrace you guys 

being hare, Knd I appreciate, you know, the time that you 

have gimn me. And, you bow, ?(au didnit give me the one 

minute eign. Bur: t h a t ' s  f i ne ,  Thank you guyg very much. 

ELnd I appreciate ~ h t ?  ooal mfnare fox being here. 

Phillip Eeteg w i l l  be next. Tfien 

Ny name ire Phillip EBtep and 

I'm from a lzttle comunicy from SalyeravilTb. It'e in  

Eastern Kentucky hers, An& P tim a superintendent for 

Miller Prothere Coal and I want to address this issue of 

Hartm County and Lawrence County ovcclr there, You need tO 

come and look at sne of MilSer's jobs ma not: view on@ job 
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James Dctherage, Twin Energies 
Denny Noble, county judge for Perry County 

against mother. Yes,  they made a mistake, Bat you've got; 

to come and look at thee --  at the different sltuetions 

throughout Bastern Kentucky. We nee8 our hollow fills. 

You say to put spoil in the hdllow %ill%? Spoil. don't go 

in the hollow P i l l s .  Rock goes to t he  bottom where the 

water filters out and that is very important. Youwe got; 

more water running undarneath the holPow fills taday than 

what you did before that that hollow fill ever wag put in, 

j4nd i f  you've got ailt c~ntrol, that's what our ponds are 

f o r .  

And you take the logging industry that fs out 

trherv, and  that;'^ a bag indumry, it deskroys m r a  zn one 

year than what we could in ten years or twenty year8 dew* 

ehe road. And I think it ' a  very, very important and f 

can ' t say more than what: avexybody e l m  haa said. The f ieh 

and wildlife i& mnnlr@ w i l d  on our job over there. 

There ' a  hundreds and hundreds of turkey on our job. The 

deer, the quail. W e  didn't have that ten years ago ax 

twenty years ago. Right today you can go and you can go 

and f i s h  on our job anywhere. A M  it's very important. that: 

we keep doing what we're doing today to keep our jabs 

because if we donf%, our town over a t  home and thie rDwn 

here will be a ghost town. Zn another f ive  years, we're  

out of a job. We may be out in a few more days bscauae 

there is s o w  that's already h e n  Itbid o f f .  There is 

people out there, competnicrs are @hutting down, You can 

look at the coal trucke down 23 right today. Thezeta v e r y ,  

very few coal trucks running 23 today, Thank you. 

AB Mr. m t h e r a g e  comes tip, the next 

speaker would be Denny, I think it's Noble. 

Hy name is Jim Detharage and 

I didn't really prepare a agsech or nothing tonight  like a 

lot af them other people did ,  suc T'm glad P went ahead 

an6 signed up far this. Number one, the Lard put coal in 

Sout-.h,eascsxn Kentucky to mine it. That $ 8  exactly right. 

He give us a chance ta make ce 3.lving for: our people and 

t h a t ' s  what wetre doing, T h a t i s  what we're trying to do, 

A l l  we? want eo ffo is just ask for a break. The coal 

indu~try itself has not had a break for a long time. I'm 

going to ask you people to juet  ronlaider giving ue a break. 

Thank you. 

AS Fk, Noble comes up, i t  will be 

Ange1a Stewart- 

I'm Denny  Ray Eoble. I ' m  the 

county judge here in Perry County and what five heard hers 

tonight is nol: true from the Kentuckdans For The Comon- 

204 
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Steve Gardner, private citizen 

wealth. We do have wi kdlife i n  Per ry  County now. when f 

wae growing ttp on t h e  farm, we didnit have wi ld l i fe ,  There 

was no etrzp mining around tha t  farm a t  tha t  time, yet we 

et i lL  had sulphur water. We fmd salt water. Today, due t o  

coal severance money coming back t o  Perry County, we  have 

city water. We have clean drxnking water. 

There wets a guy come to my off ice the other day 

and he wanted -- ha wanted ro  track ths moon m d  het sa id  

this s t m  was going t o  pull t h e  earth apart and the ear th  

was either going t o  burn or it m e  going to destroy the  

people. H e  wanted t o  bui ld  building8 on the earth,  

Everybody has an opinion on whatt@ going to happen. My 

cpinion is we need our s t r i p  minee. Our budget was around 

th i r teen  mill ion dollars l a s t  year. Two-thirds of t ha t  

budget came from coal 8evawance. We Ram eight: million 

13allaza worth of water project& right now and sewer 

projec ts ,  Coal sex%rance money. 

I appreciate rhe coal mines., We would not have 

nothing t o  work with i f  it wouldngt fo r  tha strip mines. 

Thank you. X would l i k e  t o  say one more thing, Them 

pesple t ha t  are against: the  mining induetry, when you go 

home tonight, curn your l i g h t  switch on. 

Angela Stewart. Steve Uardner w i l l  

be the next speaker. While M r .  B a r h e r  18 commg u9, af t a r  

him it would be Elieha lhnetr. 

Thank you. X apake this 

afternoon. But. I've heaxd a few things thio afternoon and 

t h i s  evening I: wanted to follow up on. 1 w i l l  put a l l  t h i s  

together i n  written comenta l a t e r ,  My isam i s  Steve 

GaL-dnez. I am a consulting engineer. I live i n  cancral 

Kentucky area now. r had the good f o r t u n e  ro grow up in 

Appalachia. lvfy family s t i l l  owne land i n  Appalachia. I 

have lived and worked i n  Appalachia for most of my Iffe.  

But wrj do have t o  s ta r t  chinking about l i f e  after coal. 

m e n  tha t  happsncl, when we ran out of coal i n  a couple 

hundred yaarer, X envision an area where there axe all new 

cmmnit ies  and reexearlon area& on tops of mountains, with 

industrial parka and comercc area8 connected by four lane 

highways and airports, a12 o f  whxch has h e n  made possible 

by mountain tap mining, 

In addition, 811 of central hppafachia i~ not 

going to  be level. The E.I.S. i t ~ e l f  ahows only a small 

percentage of the land elopes w i l l  be changed by mountain 

top mining. This whole procese i a  no different than 

highway constrt;ctiona o r  o ther  urban developments, any 

other major conetruetion process. 

-------- 
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Now I've heard from a Catholic prieet, a n w ,  

and a minxster that mountam top mining is immoral and 

sinful. That didn't - -  dtidn" set well with me. Now thia 

forum has turned into a debate on coal mining. 1tt8 

interesting to note sonte of thee@ contracting views. x 

don't expect either aide here to change the other'a minds. 

]Sot with all we have heard, we met be looking at different 

worlds somewhere o u t  here, Mow this is augpsed t a  be n 

forum on the merits of E.X.S, i t s e l f ,  

Now, as  an er~gineer~ 1 like to deal with Lacks. 

And the crlticLsrnrJ I have heard are n0.t: baaed an fact, but 

emotions. The images we see in the prees are simply not: 

true. And, Bur*, we3ve had problems as an industry. We 

are  human, People make mistakes. Ue correct them. We 

learn from them and wet go on, AB an engineer, I have 

Investigated numerous allegations of msnmg damage. The 

vaet majority are the results of other problems. Sara, 

tfisrrst@ some problems that's caused by mining c-onrpanies. 

And in a l l  those cases they are corrected, The in~vrance 

compasliee and mining companim do their best to take care 

of the problem. But In those cases a lot of companies are 

presumed guilty until proven innocent and then arc still 

forced tcr settle outrageous claims that are nat a reault of 

the t.nining process. 

NOW, what happafi@d in Martin county wae indeed 

unfortunate as any major accident is u n f a r t u n a t s .  Again, 

WP learn and we go on. Coal i s  a c o m d i t y .  Zt's necee- 

eaxy for our lifestyle. There is little i n  our day to day 

life that doesn't come from aotw form ox faehian £ran the 

coal industry, 

Again, cne of the points that X wanced ta 

under~core that I said this afternoon, ie landowners want 

mountain t o p  mining, A landowner m e t  approve %he procerse. 

Mountain top mining cannot take place wleee the landowner 

apprwes. Ma h a w  had eccrree of developments that peaple 

haa name6 al f sf ternnoon. 

Now thia whale debate that created khis E s l . S .  

started with the Hayden decision in WesC Virginia, a 

dacisirrn t h a t  h ~ f  now h e n  mertumed, The W~ydetn dacieion 

was barad on ramantice center& around the definition of 

*wastew and tAe Clem Water Acc. Now W@ engineer8 many 

years ago made a mistake by c a l l i n g  excaee spot& mcl rock 

"wasten. We all know what it is. The! induetry has been 

wtirking undss t h e  mietaken inpretaeion for  years Char they 

a m  cafiducting n legal entergriae and then all of a surfaen 

we a r e  told itt@ now illegal. 

- 
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Elisha Abner, private citizen 

%bat we want i n  the industry is canaietent 

regulation and one of the problems we have is diaagreemnt 

and reinterpretation of che laws that occurs between the 

different agencies, We need a level playing f i e l d .  That's 

what SHCRA was all about. A8 I told the group thie 

afternoon, I had tha opportunity back i n  the seventies to 

work on research funded by E . P . A . ,  D.U.E, Bureau o f  Nines, 

on developing mountain mlning procssaes. And I 'rn sorry o u r  

friend6 froin Tennesees are gone, X used to live! i n  

Tenneasae an8 worked down theera fo r  Lour years. But I 

hnlped dcvelop the cross ridge mining concept back in the 

seventies. That concept Is simply mountain top minmgg, We 

a11 kcow whac cross ridge mining i s ,  It Is nothing new, 

atsd the federal govexnmant funded that research. Tat I S  

calk about e i 1 t c t r n w t i . w  6rnrgy for a minute. What i s  the 

eilternwtive to coal right now? Nuclear, That is t h e  only 

v iab le  alternative. Some day, wind and solar may pmvide 

a small parcantage of our energy. f am confident that in 

our liEseime we will see @om new developments on the! 

energy front. But, untal then, coal Zrs i t s .  Now some day 

a lot of our mountain top mining s i t ee  night be a good s i t e  

for some windmill Earns. 

Bur I aleo said chi& afternoon ffarnnt?rs kfld 

miners love the land. 1 think that make~ them true 

envis~nmentaliate. Thank you. 

Daniel L ,  Mongiardo. 

Goad afternoon. aood afternoon. 

My name is Eliaha Abner and I am not a member o f  the 

Kantwkiana For The Commonwealth. I am, however, a life 

member of che Buckhorn P.T.A. 1 am a life member of the 

&mexican Disabled Veteirizns. I wander sometimes whatr goes 

on in these different organizations of minea. I run up 

here tonigkr., S had beep. In et m e t i n g  in training bacsluse 

I1ra on the site based council at my locsl elementary hlgh 

school. r wondared why shouzd they be coniplaininq nbour: 

this, when it was not su many years ago ehet 3 Wrst came 

I n  contact with these people aver in Leslie County at the 

urgent requaat of the Bsglny Brothers Logging. at that 

time I got a terrible taste in my tnauth for the Kentuckians 

For The Commonwealth. They are a misguided, mieleaded - -  

miefead bunch sf people. They were trying to prevent Trus- 

&xst WcHiTlan from coming into this region. They have got 

off that horse now and they are onto this. 2 would ask 

that they go home and join the P.T.A., join a church, or 

j o i a  something to occupy your time. 

One cment earlier tonight,  I had several 

-- -- 
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notes here, but H lot of people Sac stole my thunder when 

they get up and answer to the criticism. ~ u t  they wae 

wondering what was going on and the reasons the Oermanrs are 

buying the water. That's not my concern. My concern is 

this dommunkty. My coneesn ie the livelillooct of t;bi~i 

comunity. T: have got four children still. in school from 

elementary through high, I want thoae cnxldren to have the 

opporrun~ty to gel: an education, c\ goad education. Then if: 

they want to go to the f a r  ends 05 the  earth, that's fine. 

B u t  without coal severance tax camin9 into our schools, 

that education 1 s  going to be suffering, f have got: 

eevewel pieces .of property in Perry and BreaChitt county. 

1 would l i ke  to inv~te - -  Z don't see my little lawyer here 
r had s few comments for. So I'll juat sk ip  that, I wu3d 

Zzke to inv~te anyone from the Commonwealth of Kentucky to 

parchaee my property and a ta r t  paying the taxes on it. 

Then you can do whatever you choose with iC. Until  that 

time, leave it alone. 

There was a comment: mde about the absentee 

landlord, that they own property here and they Live 

aamewhere e l m ,  ao they doner, care about: i t .  The key ~ o r d  

these i s  nlandlord''. They awn i t ,  It was t h e i r  fztnily7@ 

heritage, ~t 3 8 ~  their family and themselves that gay taxes 

on it. Itt$ their choice what to do with it. 

anocher statement was - -  they eay that you go 

ahead and make up excumas that you "re gojng to mount a m  top 

to get this other usage and then it tuxna mto nothing. If 

you've got a, like they alZuaed to earlier, you've got: a 

ranch now thatfa operative, T h a t t #  a psettly goad use. 

Thacte pretty good induetry. Theyis a whole lot of  people 

that bale hay and make a living juhlr working off of that 

farm, 

The A.R.W. ;Hospital. over here i e  sitring on a 

tap - -  a piece of ground that would not have been posoible. 

The same way with Trus-Joist HcM11ian an& all the other 

manufacturing that1@ out here. Z had a ruptured appendix. 

I l i ve  fn Buckhorn. Had it; not; been f o ~  that 3aHd avail- 

able, the old dilapidaead - -  dilapidated hospital downtown 
X m y  not have autvivetd. My nearest option may have been 

somewhere farther than I couZB have gotcen to. T appseci- 

ate the hoepitd being located here. 

They t8  a veterans center out: here. Again, it 

wv~ldn't have been poe%ible without the land being made 

ava~lable. X l m  a disabled veteran. K served my country. 

I feeZ that f earned the raght to own my property and do 

with as I see E i t .  Z E  I go out here and join different 

----- 
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Daniel Mongiardo, state senator for Perry, Bell, Harlan, and Leslie 
Counties 

organizations and g e t  up and spread falsehoods and arumss, 

then what's the purpose rn life? 1 look for a purpose in 

life to be able to serve my God primarily, my country, and 

my family. X have done that all my life, And I will 

continuer to do that. 

1 had a -- - my pastor i a  in the building. $0 1 

will close at that. Thank you guya very much. 

Aa Mr. Mongiardo comes up, the nexr. 

;speaker will be Brandon Smith. 

Well I'm glad f got tu go 

before Brtmdon, because it: is  before mxdnight, but it 

won't be after  be i a  dam.  I a% Daniel Mongiardo. 3'm a 

state senator fo r  Ferry, Bell, Harlan, and Leslie County, 

which include8 m lot of the area that we arcs talking &out. 

And, as r have set here and listened to the diEfe?rent 

perspectives on bath aides, I really appreciate the 

dirircuaeion on both sides. But: I wanted to ;book at: it fmrn 

a different: perspective, which we! may not htnve ~frotlght 

about before, And it does have t o  do with mountain top 

removal and destruction o f  peaks, 

A couple of years ago we had a caupZa of peaks 

that cam down in this country, the Win Towers in New 

Uork, Xt happened because we. have a great dependence on 

fuel. %e have a great dependence on oil from fareign 

countries, from foreign eountriee that people Live in that 

hate ue so mch that thay will fly our own airplanes into 

our buildmga and kill innocent peoples. 

Mow what we should be doing 1(3 idcreasing rhe 

dependence on fuel,  but: an increase in dependence on our 

fuel, because I don't think there 1s anybody from Eastern 

Kf&xeky who would wer chink about: flying a plane into OW 

own buildings, We need to develop an organlaatton called 

Eaetern Kentuckians E'ar Arnarioa's Romland and I invite the 

Kentuckians For The Comnwe~nlth to join thac, 

What we have because of coal, we have - -  I'm a 

- -  I 1 m  a pilot and X am a &octor, We have tm afrgore. We 

have a hcmgical We have a hoepital syetem t ha t  utled to  be 

the &inert8 Memorial R063pitd. System hftcauae of oux coal 

miners and coal. Wf thcsut tatirac, we wouldn t have hospitals. 

He wwoldn't have airport@. We wouldntt have industrial 

parka + 

We have currently fifty parcent: of our coal 

severance money coming back to Eastern Kentucky and mo& oE 

chat money, thanks t o  a l o t  of fight from our reprasentsa- 

tives, one in the front row her@, i5 going Ca water, clean, 
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Brandon Smith, state representative, 84th 

safe drinking wzlter fo r  our people. We"@ gat the higher:  

cancer r a t e s  and some o f  you have heaxd me say thia before, 

we h v e  the highest cancer rate8 i n  Eastern Kentucky, Not: 

because of the water that suns thxough our stxertme or the  

coal that has been taken out of our msuncaine, but because 

of other reaaons. Gas wel2e that have driven deep, deep 

through multiple layers Chat have allowed chemicals t o  

escape i n t o  our water wells, And we have to @top tha t .  

The only wety we can atop that: i a  through coal aaveradce 

money, That 's  the only money tha t  we get tha t  eomea back 

hem t t h t  M can protect: ourse2ves with long term. 

We have e lk .  E l k  takes f i v e  percent pasture 

land, Bfithout mountain top removaEI wa would have tw t o  

three percent paetuxa land, We would not ba able t o  have 

e l k  i n  Eastsrn Kentucky, which i s  part of the tourism 

t h a t ' s  going t o  be part  o f  our future.  We have seventy 

percent pasture land because of mountain top removal. 

W e  have, next month we w i l l  be breaking grwnd 

on a new indust r ia l  park i n  Bell Counry because on an area 

of thoumnds of acree of mountain tap removal. I t ' s  going 

to  be one of the  moat beautiful  indust r ia l  park8 i n  a31 of 

Kentucky and rhae f s  going to  bring jobs i n  Eastern Ken- 

tucky. 

One of the future f u e b  tha t  we hope t o  have i s  

hybrogen fuel calls that's gafng to be a byproduce of coal 

gaaiflcalion.  50 ,  while some people wanr t o  @top coal, I 

think that  it  is imperative for ua t o  demnd that  wa puc 

more enphaeis on coal fo r  today, fo r  our homeland defense, 

and for the fu ture  of t h i s  country. That's what each and 

evexy one of us  want for our children, our families, and 

the fucure of Eastern Kentucky. Thank you. 

A41 Mr. Smith came up, the next 

speaker will be Micllnael HeaBe. Tharle Michael Meade. 

X would l i k e  to say to  the 

group of men and women up here tha t  Senator Mongfardo, who 

jus t  spoke beforcs you, one of our Kentucky senatore, and 

mjr~elf as a repratsentarive, have deep undexstfnnding of our 

area, And E wo~Ad like to cer ta in ly  take my hat; off ,  or 

sowbody else's hat o f f  in t ha t  case, for the type of 

commitmeat that he has shown and the type oE comitrrmant 

t ha t  our work force has ~hown t o  u s .  

1 would be remiss i f  I didn't go through a13 

the dif ferent  things chat everybody else b28. Altd X donfr 

have any prepared speech. But S. have jo t ted  down a o w  

notea, We could talk about what we have done with our 

property as fa r  as che indust r ia l  parks, That wxll mean a 

-- 
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mjox  difference fo r  the people you see out in this 

audience. The airport: tha t  weLre gett ing ready to expan&, 

or fox the  golf courlsas tha t  we hope t o  bsing, What we 

have keen able t o  do by converting a for of thiei property 

over fo r  our e lk .  Because the  &hinge tha t  ere coming in  

th3.s area a r e  trentendous. Their impact hae been kremen- 

dous. And behind these hats that you see out there, the 

people t ha t  we know, you a l l  m y  not know then. B u t  T know 

every one of them and f n  most caeea have bean t o  t h e i r  

hone, when you say Krzntuckiane For The Commonwealth, 

t h a t ' s  trharn, Thsy are r ight  out there .  They have got cape 

on.  hey are -- 
This i s  a t ru ly  g x e ~ t  group aE people. These 

guya, J h w t  with chem and we f i s h  together and we have 

gone out and cleaned up etreame ewecher ,  You talk i&mut 

a leader,  r i gb t  here, David Duf f ,  has opened up roads and 

cleanad up country and s tuff  a r  h i& own expanse, Bie 

property out: there,  the Univ@rsity of  Kentucky has used it 

fo r  a fat o f  differcat thinge tha t  they are studying and 

doing. The cattle that  he has brought out there arid the 

awards that he has brought t o  Kentucky fo r  the  work that: he 

ha8 dona on h i s  property, the g r a s e l d s  that are bringing 

in l a r ge  animals and herds that we weren't able t o  have 

hers for a long t i ~ ,  rn ~om@ caigee the Eomets are now - -  
have bear tha t  a r e  coming back i n ,  These people out here 

are  r e s p a s ~ b l e .  And they ara a l l  members and they bTe a31 

Kentuckians For The Comonwealtlh and they a l l  w a n t  whac'e 

right. Now, juet because they mine,  it'^ a l w s t  nomanee 

t o  think t h a t  those two can ' t  be the same. Plinlng i s  juac 

a way of ue to be ab3.e t o  level  off some of the larkd tha t  

we  can make f l a t  land i n  order to do these things, so that 

t hem men t ha t  worked hard i n  the mintski fo r  t h e  yaara tha t  

they put In there, and the ~ ~ ~ B U X E I  they gut: i n  these, to k n o w  

that t h e i r  family can haw mure. Them is nothing wrong 

wlrh them. They should be extremely proud of t ha t .  

Ax~d t h e  e taes  in our hand, we a r e  public 

servants just lxke you a re ,  And I would Like to address 

some of my cornants t o  some o f  the affiess that's here. I 

have been extremely f ruet ra ted  with the  way that our 

pennits go through. With the Army Cozps of Engineere i t  

takes u s  forever. I c a l l  over there  and I constantly am 

trying to keep these men f m m  losang their jobs. I'm not 

talking about the mining operatrans t ha t  a re  negligent, 

I'm talking about the  one# that go back in there and cio top 

notch work, people Chat have won awardrj for the type of 

reclamation work that they do. Y e t  they wait fo r  tremen- 
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dous pesiode of time to go over there and find t ha t  t h e i r  

permit8 are 3ust & i l l  s i t t i n g  there. "Hell, werll review 

them, we're going t o  get  started on tha t ,  we'll look ar 

that next week,* 

Now, when i t  come t o ,  and J 'm getting a l i t t l e  

b i t  more Cechnwal than I: want to,  but when i t  comes t o  t h e  

mining mitigertion process, l i s t e n ,  t h a t ' s  a program that 

worka. asld I understand you a l l  ch urir a Ewor by doing 

that. I don't haw a b i t  of problem with the  way that  

works. It's good. W e  have devealopsd a l o t  of property. 

We have been able t o  crea te  things because yoa allow that 

t o  go through, But when the process s t a l l a  a t  your level ,  

it cost@ the@@ men t h e i r  jobs. There has been jobs tha t  

were shut down just  i n  chs l a s t  couple of  weaks becaws 

they were holding out: hope they would be able t o  get: t h e i r  

permite t o  go rhrotlgh. When f called them yesterday, the 

permit hadnl t even been picked up yet, And, a s  a s t a t e  

o f f i c i a l ,  and my duty is t o  take care of t hem men and 

women and t h e i r  familie@ and to  make $ure they have the 

right: to be able! to work a t  a job worth doing, And thatf@ 

what's great  &buc  America lo you can still do work here 

t h a t ' s  worth doing. And when you a l l  hold t h a t  up, maybe 

i t ' s  because there's some kmd of a federal  regulation o r  

ptl a l l  understand o r  whatevar, t f i l r s  1s s tu f f  t ha t  we need 

t o  talk about, 

From a s t a t o  level as a state o f f i c i a l ,  T w a n t  

you t o  know t ha t  tha t  ' a  hard for me t~ go over t o  these 

homee and see these fartlilica not be &le rs wrk, not 

because of anything khey have done wrong, buc because t h e i r  

permit dic2111t get picked up and somebody S B  going t o  have 

t o  take a chance to take a look at: it tomorrow. Then i t  

go@% through a long procese just t o  get s t a r t ed .  

80 1 want ta encourage you to look at the way 

you a l l  proceeaing t ha t  and look at; how e f f i c i en t  - -  i f  

theirefs wayys of making it mre efficient, especially +n 

cases where e n  a re  going t o  be laid o f f  and Jobs are shut 

dwm. And jobs are w t  negligent. These are g l ly~  that are 

good players, They are good fa i th  playem thae want what's 

r i gh t ,  They take care of t h e i r  workem, And on the other 

side,  they take care of their community, I would ask you 

whea you look a t  those permits to  look at the faces of 

these people out here because it ' 8  t k i e ~ r  j o b  you all cost 

when those do not go through. 

mw, there ts  a lot ~f things that: arcs go.lng to 

go on here and you a l l  have got aa opportunity t a  make ft 

better and make our jobs easier. So I don't  have to  call 
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so much and we don't haw t o  wosq -530 much about that, I 

can ga ahekead an8 take care of  other thmgts chat we need 

like educatian or gckting better water. 

But the?rets people out klztsre, Fitas Yteel, one 

of the  best  people I know, ha@ done more to work over at 

Buckhorn of his own time to make that n be t t e r  place fo r  

people and the i r  famlies. You ehould be lucky i n  yaur 

lifntlmrz t o  meet: aowboby l i k e  that, And these people that 

have comet out here toriight, t h a t  t h e i r  ferniliels a re  waiting 

for them, %hat are in here on t i r e d  legs. These men a re  

standlrrg hers on tired ZWB because they have haen going at 

it 4.1 day, I know you a l l  are tired. But you a m  public 

servarits juet l i k e  ms and th i a  is our job. Z never 

complain about my job, But, listen, it ie sa important 

what yo3 do. The decision of this cornittee and what you 

turn in xt3 vital to what hagpena in Kentucky. This i s  a 

federal po2icy. It's not j u ~ t  Kentucky, It spraade out 

and It ha8 a broad effect, 

HOW many of you a l l ,  and I, want to ask you 

thira, how many of you have b a n  through t h i s  area here and 

have toured the area? PJeaee, raiae your hand. f f you 

have been out here and asen these coal  field^. Have aq? of 

you been t a  the coal Eielde? You have. So you a11 --  then 

everybody has been out there. How mmy of you axe from 

coal producing areas? Axe anybody in hare from the coal 

Eialda? 3 m w n ,  please, I'm not ming facetiaua. I'm 

bein9 spdricsue, Because when you are from there, you can't 

ever escape from that. Thatt@ your heritage. You under- 

rstand who we are, Bur: with tha t ,  f just challenge you t o  

do what sr r~ght + That you ean do both. That you can do 

the thing that mkes you feel goad about youreelf. But you 

can ale0 be progrrzlaeivs. That it's why i t I r a  extrsmc?iy an 

honor for me t o  put this hat on because the fellow chat 

gave &t to me 1s a hard worker. He is very proud o f  the 

jab he d ~ t ) ~ ,  And you ~lhouZd be proud of the  jab he does. 

Thank you. 

Before I go to the next speaker, X 

cEo want to say, you know, we said from the beginning that 

we were not up here ca answer your quaations. Md we have 

tried to refrain from that, f)uc 1 aeeure you that we have 

been ta the coal fields and we do w r k  in  the coax fields 

and we are f~~tmiliar with whaG goes on i n  the  coal fields. 

Beyoncf that, we won't a&y ar;yt;hing else. But, other than 

the next  speaker ia  Michael Meade. Michael Moade is not 

here apparent:y, Charles Everag@, % aee Mr, Everage b% 

coming forward. While he ze conrang fornerd, after Mr. 

MTMNf- Draft PElS Public Comment Compendium B-1 if4 S~?ctjon B - Kentucky Evening Session 



Charles Everage, B & C Trucking 

Everage the  next speaker w i l l  be BLll Caylor. 

lyy name 1s Charles Everage, 

rr a m  from rilndmrsn, Kentucky, at Knott County. 1 own B & C 

Trucking. Ilm a coal hauling company. And I am a l s o  a 

mineral --  mine rd  owner. One of  my concerna would be what 

wculd happen about our unmined mineral taxes that we have 

to pay every year. Alrtxtdy a@ hard a s  it i a  t o  mine, i t ' s  

getting more - -  lese  an& l e s s  Eeaexble to mine the? lower 

seams of cer ta in  - -  ce r t a in  coal. B u t  I am having t o  pay 

taxes on it: right now every year t ha t  St'a not even looking 

Like they are going to be able t o  mine as  i t  is. Ther, they 

keep wanting to make zc, harder and harder on t h e i r  surface 

mining cotnpanisB, I jus t ,  you know, L C ' B  get t ing  worse and 

worse. fc's mfeaeibla  to  do it any other way a t  t h i s  

t i m e .  They hav@ been a few t r i e d  the shaft  mining and 

@tuff like rhat and it might be, you know, it might be a l l  

r i gh t  in t ime,  But, a s  of yet ,  Z don't think i t ' s  a 

plausible way t o  do i t .  

I 've  got about f i f t e e n  people tha t  worke z d e r  

me.  I'm no --  no big company or anything. Bue I do have 

families t ha t  dependa on me, you know, for t k e x  paycheck 

and t h e i r  family's l ivelihood. I ' ve  got a four month old 

l i t t l e  daughter myself. And I l i v e  here. I have always 

l ived here and probably will I l ve  on. Thia is all I h a v ~  

ever known. We've been --  I've been in the  mining ales, 

So I rtnaerstand how tha t  goes. It's - -  i t ' s  not: a very 

pleasant: business, t o  be honeat about i t .  Lt'e very rough. 

But i t l ~  the way of l i f e  fox my papaw% and h i s  papaw 

before tha t .  And r ight  now we are  even, as bad ae the laws 

is r ight  now, we have been oet t ing  fox two weeks on we've 

got two job8 on the  man t h a t  T work for ,  we've shut down 

for crawdade and another job shut down for bats and s tuff  

l i k e  that .  X mean they a re  still going t o  say wilf t h i s  

make it w o r m  and worse, you know. And I just  don* t see 

where it's going to end i f  -- i f  t h i s  ie -- what we are 

setting on right here, this i e r  f i l l ,  f f  I'm not rniat&en, 

r: might be wrong, But this ie F z l l  t ha t  this building that 

wetre setting on r i gh t  now, It's an awfuZ nice  building,  

I think. 

But, t o  get back w i t h  i t ,  f -- l i k e  I said, I 

was i n  mining rnyeralt and the people wants to t a l k  abut 

tha t ,  my father and gmndfacher mmed fo r  year@ and rxght: 

behind our place of busincea r ight  now, that's a l l  on 

f i l l e d  and it*@ been mined and we have - -  on top of the 

mountam, f thought about bringing some p~cturea aver here, 

bur: they was too big, But you wouldn't even r ea l i ze  &ere 
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you would be up there, Webve got cattle, elk, elk, a lot 

of  elk. Abut -.- we can cut fift@@n hundred balm of b y  

on the property we own. And we've got deer and foxes and 

ttlrkeys. People say8 i t :  drtstzoya the  country, Melf, f 

think --  I think i t ' s  juert beautiful up there. It - -  It 
doea change the mountains. But: it changes them for better. 

A& I sayt any kin& o f  businem beeides your peraonal hornee 

may& not, but any kin& of a gavaxnmsnt building in thia 

area, I would say almost seventy-five percent think it Is on 

fill. that might not be mlnirng. But I man if we're going 

ra talk about landfills, hollow fills, howaver you want: t o  

say it, you might: aa we11 talk about ehe whole thing, Sill. 

A fill -- fill is fill. No matter if you're mining coal or 

id: you jus t  taka it off  of this momtaw t o  bull$ this  

building right here. It1a 8tfLl Efll. X shouldn't think 

there  would bs any kind of difference in trhar. 

Creeks, they want to t a lk  we destroy creeks, 

We already you can't - - you cannot fill nothing what, sixty 

Eooe, sometines x t l e  a hundred and some foot in certain 

places, in citiee and stuff .  

I 've not planned nothing, X work for a living. 

You know, X just -- f heard about Chia. f heard abouc this 

yesterday, It, you know, r 'm glad I come. I'm glad Lo 

hear ev@rybodyie ~dearj. But, you know, I didn't w r i t e  

nothing &own, I ' m  2uat talking wi th  - -  wzth what 1 feel. 
People that don't Sike min~ng or don't Pike our businaea, 

they need to corm on --  88 they said, the people that ' 8  

against I t ,  that1@ all I've heard i e  "Martin County, Martin 

County*. 1 have never been to Plattin County and I lvrz lived 

in Knott County, Hsndmeln, all niy l i f e .  I've n e v i j ~  been 

over there  at Martin County Coal. i work for Bob Miller, 

Miller Brothers coal, and 3 'rn sure he wouldn't care for 

anybody to go on his job@ an8 see anything w e  --  I say 

"weM. It's his  company. But irla like a family. X would 

say he would c a r e  less i f  you - -  anybotty woulct come ovex 

thare and Soak. Zc m k e s  very h & u t h f u l  land. 

That's -- that's about: a l l  I wanted to say. 

But; 3 -- I am, you know, that: xs, you know, we are a31 here 

Mcause af money. I man Acts a sad thing to say. But 

that's what. we are h e m  for. I mean f'm worried about: the 

people that works for me. Yo3 know, they - - you know, like 

I s a ~ d ,  now hem's two weeke that went: by that I cionlt: know 

how mstch mney you all make and don't cam really, But: 

they went: two weeks now on just frivoJous, Just like the 

one guy talked, you know, people that donlr do the mining 

right, well thstfe fine. You ought to hold t h e m  up, But 

---em------- "---- 
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Bill Gaylor, Kentucky Coal Association 

people that does it right, it ought t o  j u e t  keep on go ing ,  

yeu know. Because I'm worried abaut fifteen. Re's worried 

probably abaut a hundred and flf ty. And, you know, it gees 

vary unnerving when you are trying to do right and do by 

t h e  law and then rhsy still want t o  cane up with stuff ta 

cut you o f f .  So I thank you far your time. 

Aa Mr. Caylor corners up, the next 

speaker would be Pit% Steel, 

Thank you vezy much. matam, let 

me know when my one minute warning is. I would aaJpreeiatlu 

i t .  1 want t o  make Bure I've got a couple points I want ca 

make sure st the end. Thank you very much. 

The firat t h i q  X want: Co say i s  OaB help us 

f r o m  a l l  these out of- Eatate do-goaderes that; are here to  

help ue, f don1 t know what: we're going to do. And I 'm not 

referrin? t o  you a l l .  I t m  talking about the  peopXe Erom 

out of Btatca theat comes up here and t e l l s  ue what: w e  need 

t o  do with our coal dnaa an4 our lives. 

Tl-xere was a ' l i t t l e  old 'lady chat set over here 

e a r l i e r  that laughed at clean coal rechnohgy. M o w  what 

clean coal technology fs is t echmkqy  t h a t  will scrub away 

the pollutants from the smoke stacks3 a t  mr ut i l i t ies .  And 

a l o t  of the ool u u t i l i t i e ~  need these clean ooel  technolo- 

gies thal: w i l l  make the a i r  cleaner. Et 's very good, What 

we saw waa what T. would call a wolf in sheep's clothing 

because she was againat that. She i a  against - -  she is not 

a txue envimnment: - - enviromanta l ie t  , ~ Q C ~ C L E I @  that would 

actually clean up the air. 

And I want you to know om other thing. Clean 

coal technology would allow more Kentucky coal to be burned 

i n  utilities and Chat would eliminate wr: dependence and a 

lot of r;tilit;iee degenden~e on Wyoming coal. Bo that would 

be a great: plue for the Kentucky coal industry. 

Maw, my nam is Rill Caylor 1% p r ~ ~ f d m t  OE 

the Kentucky Caal Association and I speak f o r  t h e  Kentucky 

coal Industry. 

This lady also rrrentionad ther tourism. The 

tourim i~ no bargerzn for a comunfty, It i a  csxcellent 

piece of a dfv@seps ieconomy, But the  tourism ie based an 

minimum wage paying job&, And, truer me, that is not - -  
t h a t  zs nor a hqpia for any economy. T t  is a piece of a 

hwxlthy, dlwrae sconomy, But don't let people tell p u  

that1@ the ~ o Z e  --  the sola aafvatxon. 

The other part was the Bible bashing. I tried 

t o  keep fro@ saying this, bur 1 can ' t  help myself, W e  

don't to bring the quote Erom the Bible i n to  tfirta debate. 
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You can see -- read anything you want t a  tn the Bib3e. Far 

example, i n  Ieaiah, it's e i the r  verse chisteen or  f i f teen ,  

it18 around that area, it says, and f quote, chat t h  

"muntaino aha l l  be l a i d  low md  the valleys f i l l e d  i n o ,  

Aleo i n  Genesis, you know, i t  talks aboul: man having 

dominion over the ear th .  Let's st&y away from the  Bible. 

Let ' s  don't drag the Bible i n t o  t h i a  dtscussion because you 

can read anyrhmg you want t o  in it. 

P w f i t ; ~ .  P m f X t ~  i s  not a d i r t y  ward. i t ' s  a 

healthy. word. Tf w e  did not have prof its, none of us would 

be here. Aek any heineeeman i n  Hazard or anywhere i n  the 

coumry or anywhere Fn the world, There 68 no guch rhrng 

as a d i r t y  word cal led  "prof f tsR . An6 yet, you have p e ~ p l e  

t ha t  laugh a t  rhac and talk about the carpmate greed. 

Coal xssponsiblc fox the  environment ar fo r  the 

unemptoymnt.  that'^ so untrue and so  irraaponezbla. It4% 

an example of what r call voodoo economics. Xt's based on 

rtntb-uchlsr and $ c i s  used to j u ~ t  perpetuate the ra i l ing8 of 

a few t ha t  watrr. to sea the coal induetry en&, 

They t a l k  Eihbu~ this scars from mining, from old 

raining. One - -  one lad said tha t  we w i l l  have thew scare 

a thousand year8 from now, Another lady, refer r ing  t o  the 

Martin County Coal s lurry  -- accident we had three or Pour 

years ago, said it; would be devastating fgreves. That the 

water was above the toxic levels. That is 80 untrue, i t ' s  

unbelievable?. The coal slurry i s  nothing more thar, coal 

fines, clay f ines ,  shale, ~anda tane ,  I t ' s  rock, There i s  

nothing U ~ U S U ~ ~  about zt, And ye t ,  tha K , F . T . C  ~on t inuca  

t o  portray it as something e v i l  and toxic  and nothing could 

be farther from the truth, Gram w i l l  p o w  on it .  Xtta 

clay f ines .  Coal 3.8 nothing more than p r s h i s t o r ~ c  wood - 
woody m t e r l a l ,  

Then you talk about water above cmic levels. 

 hey are now bringing i n  selenium tw a new toxic ehrmzcal 

t h a t ' s  going to  Bevaa t~~ te  our streams. I took a Centrum 

vitamin t h i s  morning when got up. And every rktamln has 

s~lcanium in it. You h o w ,  I dontr h a w  what e l s e  they are 

going to  come with next. But, you know, we take tha t  as 

multiuitamina. Ttss i n  every multfviramin. 

Derjtray streams. We elevate  them &ry &itches 

and chcly are e t i l l  --  they still funckion a& & dry ditch.  

I f  we need co do more, vegetate I t ,  Iet w know an& we ' l l  

do it, you know. But we transport  water. Edva it a few 

yetars and i t  w i l l  eranrrpalrc the organic materials down and 

i tv i l lbaeonreaheetdwater  @treemagain. I t ' f f c a l l e d a  

headwater stream because i t  w i l l  carry the decayed plant 
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Fitz Steele, private citizen 

material which i e  imporrent t o  sus ta in  the  ecosystem doun 

below i t .  Give z t  a few years. 

Bringing i n  other businease@. You expect the 

caaL industry t o  da t ha t .  We w i l l  wrk with you. This ia 

the best: industry i d  t he  world. give u8 zdeaa and we wi13  

work wiLh you t o  bring other industriclss t o  diversify t h i s  

economy. We rill do it, 

Flooding, a f t e r  these intense sllmmerrainfalls. 

If you had had the same r ~ i n f a l l  i n  any other pare of the 

s t a t e ,  okay, e x u s %  me, and it woub.% still flood, Quzt 

looking fo r  sombody to  blame. 

Now, we prefer alternative three ,  and X know 

y m  guya do too, X krmw you guya didnl t get: a chance t o  

say tha t  i n  your pr io r  comente,  ?F want people t o  ~ a i s e  

your hand tha t  gref ers a l  ternat im thee. Raise thm high, 

guys. f want you ta count t h i s .  I want t h i ~  for the  

record. Count it. You've got a t  l eaa t  f i f t y  people i n  

hers with t h e i r  hands up that a re  fo r  a l t e rna t ive  three.  

I rant that: t o  go down far trhe record. These people d id  

not have a chance to --  or didn't rea l ize  that this is some 

of the infomat ion chat you all seek. 

The last ching X want t o  say is you miner~3, 

coal miners, a re  America's heroes. Thank you a l l .  

Aa FlCz  Steel comes up, the next 

egeaker would be Randy WiZaon. 

Yeah. My mme is Fi tz  Steel and 

X da work for Pins Branch and I am pro coal. One thing X 

am also, I'm OR the Haaar&/Pesry County Industrial. Board, 

Without the coal fibling the  hollow8 i n  - -  I'm sosxy, we 

waul6 have no in&ugtnies, no fac tor ies  around here. 

Another thing tha t  gets me?, I donqt  understand the dcfinl- 

tion of a stretam and a runoff d i tch ,  That a what gets  me. 

And as fa r  as the streams3, we have a job at Combs Branch 

tha t  we have seen an& have piceuree of when the creek $eta 

up 80 high, it's so muddy the water coming off of our job 

ia clear running into that stream, We ham cat t le ,  horses, 

on our job. And I'm not talking. I ' m  going t o  ahow you 

pictures. Anybody that  wanka t o  see t hem picturefs, you 

are welcome to. 3X we desrray the  I m d ,  1 don't  know what 

it ia. 

Also they are talking about aktemative! fuels, 

nuclear power.  hat's goad. We guard that right now. 

Natural gas, and no one baa mentioned t h i s .  f hawe been 

here since --  what time did t h i s  s t a r t ,  two o'clack? I 

tAi.nk d c l s  August 17th i n  S t .  Pe t s r~burg ,  Florida,  our 

energy committee, they are meeting with the Russians. They 

--- 
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Randy Wilson, private citizen 

wane t o  buy gaLj from the Russisne, That makes m f ee l  

good. 

And, oh yeah, the Kentuckians For The Conwnon- 

wealth. Every Apri l  i n  cent ra l  and Eastern Kentucky, and 

@ieh I ' m  a member of PRIDE i n  Perry County too, we have a 

l i t t le  thing fo r  twr, weeks clslied PRIDE. We get auk, we 

walk the roada, we get i n  the  ditch, we gat: i n  the creeka, 

we pick up garbage, we dodge ratt lesnakes,  w e  pu l l  appli- 

ancea up over the  h i l l  for  Perry County. I don ' t  know 

about: the rest of Baratern Kentucky. And I have seen them. 

And I have walked twenty-three point four-tenths milee i n  

one day, both sides,  five hundred rtnd r h i r ~ y - o n e  bags, l e s s  

than fifty volunteer@. Do you know how many Kentuckians 

For The Cormnwealth helped us? None. They wad t e  clean 

up t h m r  own backyard, We're taking care of  ours. 

Bsfoxe ME, Wilson comes up, r ight  

now that1@ the last speaker we have regfetered. 90 i f  

anyone e l s e  would l i ke  to  speak, while M r .  Wilson Itr 

speaking, i f  you would, please,  go back and regis ter  zf you 

have changed your mzne and want: t o  speak and we'll get: you 

on up here co say what you have t o  say. 

Hi, My name i s  Handy Wilaon, 

X live on the Rod Bird River i n  Clay County. I go to 

church a t  Joy Center and we pick up garbage too i n  our 

streams, f just umred to say a couple of words. OUx 

neighbors, my neaghbor~ a re  minere and they love each other 

more than any two people I have ever seen. And X think 

miners, their l i f e  depend on each o ther  and ehakts why thcy 

are here t o n ~ g h t  . Thay know t h e i r  Ilvee depend an each 

other when they go undergromcl, And most of the rninctrr~ f 

have seen, they axe friends fo r  l i fe ,  And, you kmw, I'm 

proud t o  have those pimple ae my neighbor. 

And my wife i& a doctor and a h  eaes a lot of 

miners too, Back problems, al l  kinds o f  medical problems 

chat c a w  through. So, you know, itsre important to honor 

the people who do that work. 

But T would l i k e  t o  add t h a t  1 think the 

problem here, beyond engmeering arid arguments, e c ~ a n t i f i e  

or moral o r  i m r a l . ,  I kbink we - -  the r ea l  issue is  

options for  work. fqhother these mnen here, what other 

opt Fans do they have? Prm Montana they - - they looked at; 

Appalachia, our part of the area, and they had rego'lrcae 

and thcy were ge t t i ng  - -  ge t t i ng  ready to msne tha t  out 

there, They came t o  the Kentucky l eg i s l a tu re  and they m i d  

- -  the fxrst thrng they said, We don't want t o  be 

Appalachianized. We saiid What do you mean by thae. 

--- - 
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They said,  "We want t o  get the mney and the  tax t o  build 

the best roads, t he  beet schools, the beet hospitals I n  

this nation,  we want t o  s t a r t  now, we don't  want - -  and 

we're going t o  have t ha t  fo r  our people,* And tha t  aption 

1s not a l i ve  fo r  us.  That 8everancc tax, z t 1 s  spread a l l  

over the  Commonwsalth. Zt didn't oli dome back here. And 

itg@ funny, you know, that we s e t  on a gola mine, coal 

mining, o i l ,  gas. h d  we've waited so many years. We 

ehnufd be --  we should have the beat schools, the beet 

hospitals, the  beet  m a d e  i n  t h i s  nation fur what we B i t  

on. But thac option hae h e n  frittered away by our 

leadership.  So thcae men and women here, we t a l k  &out 

bptione. f t l e  not ecfance. I t l a  optaons about diveseity 

and work and a meaningful job i n  t h i s  area. And that a 

where our leaClemhip, X believe, and we as people, as 

citizens, h a w  let our paople down, our mountains down. 

ThereTa plenty of people, they would l i ke  t o  hava a job 

tha t  wouldnlt break the i r  back o r  ruin t h e i r  lungs. Thexe 

are plenty of people t ha t  would l i ke  to have an option of 

something eLfte. My wife sees people without options every 

day. But: you have t o  think on the other hand. This isn ' t :  

jwt: my apznkorr, But f think,  l ike  the  man said, it i s  

money. Money rs the option here for a Ixwlihood, fox our 

communitiee. Icj there another option? Is there another 

option f o r  m e  to turn on those l ights7  There fs no other 

option, no viable other opklon. A r e  there that  many other 

options? Th@xete not that many other optione. So whenever 

you talk about angmeerang o r  ~ c i e n c s ,  i t 1@ almoek Axrele- 

vant when you have a d t u a t i o n  chat has no agtione . %at: Is 

why Chase people a r e  hers. 

Now, let me add one o ther  thing.  f f - -  i f  t h i s  

is good, Sf t h i s  mountain top removal is good, why don'r we 

export this idea? Vermont, they have momeaina. They need 

space. They need room for haspitale and jobs, Why not go 

t o  Vermont, the o f f i c i a l s ,  and ask them i f  we could expoxt 

th i s  idea ta V e m n t  , New Bngf and, New kfan\p~hize, they 

need apace. They have mountains. 8witzerland, they have 

mountaintl, ff t h i s  La a good anvirormental. ecoslomic plan, 

we should be enlightening th i a  carrntry w f  t h  this plad.  But 

we are hare fo r  now, my? Other options. And you are in  

a tough poeltion. That ' 8  why t h i s  i l s  a pdwdsr keg. You 

are In a tough posztion becaum there are no other options, 

As I: said, csae don't have anybody 

else eigned up, The hearing is scheduled t o  go un t i l  

eleven o'clock. 80 i f  anyone wants t o  e g i s t e r  and speak, 

now i o  y m r  chance, X don't -- I don l t  want you all to sit 
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hers arid just look at each other. I donf t guese tua planned 

for that. Let's just t ake  a break. Lekss take a Eivs 

minute break here, a t  least a five minute break, IE 

anybody wants to speak, pleaee register and We'll get the 

cards and get you up on the  -- up on the podium. 

Okay. Mr. Keith. 

My name io Larry Keith. I have 

been in engineering for twenty-six years and involved with 

mining the same amount, A gentleman had mentioned carZier 

about the topography and the need for area that mining 

creates, Earlier I looked at an area apgroxLmately one 

square mile around the Hazard Regional Medical Center and 

ths Hazard Village Shopping Center. In this area there 

were one hundred and four dwelltngs, twenty-eight medical 

and health care facilities, eighty-nine businesees, six 

churches which occupy previously mined area. This i~ --  
t h S ~  i s  an area which - -  which twenty-same odd years ago I 
had looked at a map they had drawn out areas for resiaen- 

t ial ,  and comc?xcial properties. And today that - -  chat's 
eqnethkng that hars esxm true, 

A couple months ago too 31 had talked ta a 

blalogist from a college up in Northern Kentucky that cam 

bow to da a etudy or a bug couzt;, aa they call it, 

Standing at the outlet of a pond on o m  o f  the jobs, he 

told na to not let: anyone tell me different, that the water 

clommg from Chis pond was substantially cleaner and better 

than any water that you could find in any open channels in 

Louisville, Kmtucky, 90 t h t t s ,  you know, maybe the 

Kentuckians For The? Comnwettlth can go s ta r t  investigating 

thS.3. 

Ter them artyhdy else? One last: 

chance Eor anybody ellse that wants to speak and get their 

vxewrs on the arecorcl. 

Can I ,%peak again? 

Well, weBva3 gar a mla on only once 

par session. 

I ' d  like to speak. 

Can we get you a card? Okay. That 

would be fine, 8Je1lJ. wait, 

Have you got a card up there?? 

Do we have any carde up here? 

We'll just, wrzte y our riame &am. That will be fine. Be 

sure and &ate for the record your name after you wrice it: 

dawn and where you're from, please, Thank yQu, 

My name i 5  Wesley Ramey. I 
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would like to say a little something. These people that1& 

against our coal minee and againet our way of life don't: 

seem to understand one thing. They live in the big c i t i e s .  

They get all these businesses commg. They get all these 

businesses br~nging money in. Our money from here in 

Eastern Kentucky, f know for a fact, f i f t y  percenc af  it 

ataye up here, I - -  we gar our moaay back liere for our 

k ~ d s  supposedly to be able to get a better education, But 

yet, for some reason or another In our area here, we have 

to lay our teachers off just this paat year, Our education 

ia gone. Unlacls we keep our coal companic4s going and keep 

our area money coming in, our kfds don' t have nothing. 

f 'va got: a four year old sm1. Richard has gor three, I 

dan't want my reon ro grow up, in flar land, T don*t: want 

him to grw in Lexington, I rant him in the mountain& 

where he Zovee to walk, pick b f a c b r r x e s .  Coal companies 

provide a livi~g here. People need to realize, I man you 

all have got a job to do. W n l t  get me wrong, But, 

please, don't take our way of li fa away %ran ua. M y  son 

loves this area, And if you a13 @hut ua down, I have to 

leave and I don't want to leave. That man provides me a 

living s i x  days a week, 1 get to do things with my son 

t ha t  X could not do i f  3 lived in the riry hcause  X would 

239 
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have to work seven days bl week around the eSock to make the 

sam living that Z make there. You donat understand. You 

all need to live ii day in our shoee. Live An our shoes one 

day and you will eee the xegulatioxz that you all have put 

- -  trying to put on us ae a coal company. 

The coal cowanies around here shut: down. I 

have worked for three coal companies. 1 worked fox: fiocuet 

Grovs. f have workad for Diamond May. And f: now work for 

Pine Branch Coal. These coal companies have shut down, 

Tha little gal that lived in Psblfe County, a f  she would 

teX1 you the truth, when Baggy CPemms was stripping in 

Wolfo Caunty, WolEe County was a lxving, booming town. Rut 

the coal galat: to the point where they couldn't no longer. 

The regulations got: to where we couldn't mine it. 

That's a31 that I'm saying. Please, please 

don't Cake our way of life away fxom us becttuse this  i s  all 

that w e  know. I man think about our kids. My kid, my 

lictls h y ,  God hope an& pray that ha gets to be around 

here and enjoy the land that: thia mPrn i s  developing because 

it's right there where I live, This man makerj absolutely 

wonderful land. When I was hie size,  you never seen 

turkey. You never aeen deer running around. Now I can go 

out and get on my four wheeler and ride up and it ain't 

----- - -- 
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nothfng t o  rsstz twenty deer, two hundred turkey. Geese Ely 

over tog of my house all the ti-. Go to a pond. They's 

s czesk that runs dawn in front of my house. The creek was 

dry six months out of the year. They put a Ztollelr fill in, 

The minnows has cow back in the creek. The crawdads i s r  

COMlng back in t h i s  creek. This creek never rum dry.. 

'Share4 e fish in the pond, You can't tell me that. --  nobody 
can tall me that: the water is not clean. Because I know 

fo r  a fac t  t ha t  minnawe and crawdada will. not live in a 

dirty 8tream. Thank you. 

Please, write your names dawn here, 

please, and stat% your name and where you're from for the  

reeord . 
Okay. Sirmy Ray Boolcn from 

Bmkhorn, Kentucky, Hell, one thing I ' d  Like t o  say is  

tha t  the seven seam of coal wae once level and it washed 

out and cite same material that was on the coal ia what's 

down in the Hiefiialeippi Elver r ight  now probably. But 

reeslly what: X would like to say in frant af a b q  crowd is 

t h e m  i i e  nothing in this world what don't requizti, a 

sacrifice, f wae thinking a b u t  our soldiers that are 

fighting for our freeam tconigktl, sacrificing so that we 

could do t h i s .  We live i n  a great country, America, and 

r 'm proud t o  be\ an ?merican. f 'rn proud t o  be from Kentucky 

and X1m proud to be a coal miner, And X ' m  the  pastor of a 

local Baptist church. I gat in crouble every txme I get 

behind a pulpitr, most of the time. 

But anyway, X wag thinking about the sacrifices 

that people! make. And I don't: - -  anything that's worth 

having f a  worth sacrificing f o r ,  Like Dave said, that a 

man t ha t  vant t die for h m  country doni t deserve t o  live i n  

it. And I feel the same? way about a lrac of: things. Z have 

bean mining coal for  twenty-eight years.. I have worked in 

the strzp mines and everything. There's sacr i f ic ing  tha t  

go w i t h  that. 

And one saerifxce f can think af that w a ~  for 

the batttr~nelat: of the comunaty, t;he bet termnc of the? 

peaple aurrouneling, was tha Buckhorn D m .  Back i n  t h e  l a t e  

fifties and the early sixties my f m ~ i l y  was run out. But 

ovarall, it helped everyone. and, X look at that ,  3 can 

see where a few people has co sacrifice fo r  the betterment 

oP the  c~nmunity and thatre all t h a t  I wanted to m y .  

There has ta be a ~acrifiee for someone, Okay. 

Folks, I think for all intents aYld 

purpoeee, i t ' s  eleven o'clock and I appreciate you ail. 

coming out taxlight. You all Rave a good evening. 

---- 
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STATE OF K-CRY 

C O M  OF PERRY 

f ,  Jim Kelly, a Motaxy Public for t h e  State of 

Kentucky at Large, do hereby certify that this hearing waa 

regortsd by me a t  the H a l  Rogers Centar, Hazard, Kentucky, 

on 3uly.22, 2003; that said depolsition w a s  taken by ma i n  

notes and alao mechanically recorded; and t h a t  the ahve is 

a true and correct transcript of said hearing. 
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Mark Taylor, chairman, West Virginia afternoon session, opening remarks 

MTMNF Draft PEE Public Comment Compendium Section B - West Virginia Afiemoon Session 



Wcwcwx, r wxqi:ixir:q tila widetopuodil 

i.ctaze*r 2s: the dcmmnt . ,  WE* t . h  m t - t i  to I : L - ~ V . ~ &  

oliffic?.r.nt r::ne fyr She p'ijb:.ie to w r k  t h e i r  way 

?I;~fx:gB tlia ~:c..~?~xitiria 02̂  1 1 ) ~  a x m : ~ ~ : : . ,  we: .:IsG-~ 

ext i -ubd L l r r  c i : : ~  f a  dw? fee ssvbsu: &tiJ cutwwc: . 

ir. i? drya,  the public review arid 

c:cmol;t perttd w i ? l  sa;& a t  claw? ct P.uslfn~sr; on 

Aq ; j t ~N t .  2 9 ,  2 f Q i .  

Ih , io  16 thi :~t@cdml of Ciro p b f  ic 

h~arrir:cy~ i r s  ~ x s ~ c i a t i o n  of tixi; 8cwKqmnnS of: t h j  rr 

3cx~mai1k . 

3% p!q4wt7 o f  tM.s iwariaq i s  so r:v%cw 

y : x u  xwm?r::r cm :.he drzfC. E I 3 .  

He cxmotr ro.qwml to your crmmenc.a 

flurls,rj (kc! hcirr i n g .  'i%? ;?wmmte, u.4 4 i ‘:rear. bo 

~ x i i t : ~ ~ + . r i t i i r d ~  a!id we d l ?  wri t_cr  it. ditwrt :rr '.hi:: a i d  ae 

part uk  he i iarx l  E X .  

%F are hebe today tc: l i e t e n  te y w .  

h a g s  wk~a:, p r r  1iaw t o  m y  xe'lwmat t,ts I.ha t:cmt)num3 

devcli-:$mi&r:r. of rhs E T S  t3fic. .~fiwr:t,  

Fi"a I ~ T O ~ G ~ L ~ W  C h t .  BiBCf ~ i p d l i i ~ d t i L X 1 ~  b::d 

iadl viarthlc mnr .  t i ,  wmc- l l t . .  $2 w.- have ~ : m . w ~ ~ u x 4 ~ 1  

thenr cmsians to c E t w  aa mx.~); aa p z - ~ l b : e  thr; 

cpporLtannt y :? ria 6s. 

MTMNF Draft PElS Public Comment Compendium B-I 29 Section B - West Virginia Afternoon Session 



e 

'%ifi i;; Q Lva-pa;L Sl i . r3 iur~ .  ~ I ~ c c  ~ ; L . x . T  

ceeci-n w i l l  rl,n f twm 2 to 5 ,  arld the sieccncZ from ; 

cc, .I1 p.m. 

i l r l  w .  nviy be ~ i - k i :  ?.hla:- viw prwheied 

et..t.i-plc- WL t11AY C ~ C C C  to i~.p-:&): an ( f p p ~ ~ - t t l n / E y  t~ CIC 

ac., we ~rutzt l i m i t  p a r  op*.lrkii.,g ri:s.- to frv* minutex. .  

3 x w  of  -p: m y  h v a  I::~P-c c:mmnrs t b t  

?on tc :tdcJ~.?nwed i r ;  f :vc tt:-:xkvLas; i f  so ,  ) . X I  are 

-:,tsurs&d r ~ ,  vi-L;nLl. L~~.L,,I; ~lc..iil io:tnl t Pi: uyhk t. a u l  

-~ x ? ~ % t  % i n  wx i*. h:. 

dc, act. need to spa): ?wm t o  ~.iikmir 

C-O:vF~.:iit H . YOU I R B Y  S C ~ :  :. ai"; t.il r n  r x y w - n t . ~  t.5 t: I.,: 

a 'clairtico C z .  G ~ d x :  i ' , ~ i ~ c r ~ .  3 . S .  Ek%, Id:!:: Azck  

i t z e e t ,  PLil-adei-;.;@.;~,, ;"~;::asj-';..'.rrtia, lXt,J, r.krc;;i:gt 

t he  c 1 x w  nf the  nlmtiaf.l;*. p ~ ~ i c - 3 ,  OR F.ugus? i?, ,5C.C3. 

?'k! s- x id r  eas is 03 t Ii;. l : t i , x n ~ ~  r i m  ~ 1 ~ c : t r ) .  

L?ixi ;r:i~ 1es:e2\i-;ii s!.!r Lhe 1;~:; 21' ~ U j i s t o r .  

%e a leo  h v e  pr.:rfidad :* c-xmtenr tmx st 

rl:e ?-gist k . . % t i ~ r :  rrzbls. f f  - p . c  e!xx:m? to, p u  rimy 

p 1 . t ~  $,:u t WY 3 t. t . ~ ~  T C W , S ! : : ~  % JXA L : P ~  d l  af r: i I S  t h t .  

hs:i, u ~ l  r.;* w i i :  sea;. t.!:,?~ cvmiderod doc9 

with all o t h r  writ . t .an a&il om1 i*:c~:.~cpr$,. 

7 % ~  :IV C S C ~ ~ ~ Z U B  fc.:by t h i s  pub1 i t. 

?w:+ri rig, .wn;r- wzc. d : i kc T c r a w  R f ~ : w  : ; ? ~ w I P ~ s  makt. 

-- --- 

MTMNF Draft PEJS Public Comment Compendium B-I 30 Section B - West Virginia Afternoon Session 



- 
MTMlVF Draft PEE Public Comment Compendium B-"fI Sectian B - West Virginia ARernoon Session 



NITMNF Draft PEfS Public Comment Compendium Section B - West Virginia Affernoon Session 



MTMNF Draft PEE Public Comment Compendium B-I 33 Sectian B - Wesf Virg.inia Aftwnoon Session 



15 

p ~ : ? r L C i n z ~  pic<r;ulr  tbi 2.e * i f  ic ier i t  a:rd w2aniriyf ci . 

k:peK.iitive 5 ,  of :,% rqmrt, w i l l  

+s;rab3 i o h  pa -w3r r i twLi l :  ?y 839 & p m +  I i t .  ,7f 

C&"? I;<-t <.: Il?,C . 

btirai p-sijie. :: will d l t i ~  loca l  

$~e'q>la to sol-m ex2 mkix~?r:a :s:=al pznLX+mi;. I t  will 

a1 1 aw peep: e r.9 r t i ~ t  %::up LC> * e 4 z k ,  A O ~  otir 

-'"'%pariif:.; .,,. Li: c%r,l:rAue to :EVUY? if! % ~ t V i r g i n i . - ~ .  

TI:r r;yLr accLai.m + r m L  irwdc t; 

p~cs.rr"m uitr p q l a  tl-ei?. 2 obs dnd t ir Email ie3 

"9:-f. i n  P;~-z~at Ylrglcia. 

?c-it;ar~.y srv4en: . is+.~ ,  r : i ra  h~.,rr. in  chti 

w a l . 3 ,  th.2 vrr%v t k a t  1:avc. wcrkdd *ide b4. si& wiCk 

 yo'^ acpn:-iea , t o2et heir , nu wa; l i s  indepndu-xitly, 

w i l l  pwvfdo xnw~wtxtw a d  recrdxwmrlntimz~ tr: th* 

s ~ i , n ? . a t " : . ~  f;f t k l  s rvpr?  . 
Th; b d k  o? t lQ:w sill i t -  u L L ~ s ~ e 3  at the 

ae-tiird n w ~ i n n  thie: avexri:,-; nrb.3 'hey a i l ] ,  be 

f::r5rt:+n? i v w .  A ?  CO, tl'e w ~ i t t i ? : ?  mirrt%*fi?a f n the 

i r id+ie t ry  w i  t i  Lr etil_?dta::t :. ~ ' 3 .  

'fix pc~plir  y u o  will iwax fu:m i r i i t i e i l y  

'wrliwl *abut: tt!.i.iz. f~iriizn, a:d timy are, aa 

li. 'h%w .s;t.id, ~ rsx :d  0.f wk.?? t h r y  are dc~ing, asirl w h t  

:.Ic i* Fmciiri. dwia . 

MTMNF Draft PEfS Public Comment Compendium 



Ted Hapney, United Mine Workers ofAmerica (UMWA) 

----- 
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a l: 

i i l . 2 , ~  b ~ i l t V 2  d t l S E $  C D V ~ L ~ ! . ~ . C > : L  and :'~v3hul>jl.y 

,....~,.+~~,. ;<,* y i '  - -  - " i *  

Xe $7 mI: he.? + C-v+ i 3k.s i ?I the - - 
I i - 1 %n 6,: r , w-: K a i iievv? t. hi2;. j d 2 s  yr:.iv Ldc.l 

i.1; cwil a ~ i r i i r i g  -LL wcC~tk :  i ,qrr-iny i e z k  +mil prca~;*.uiog. 

R:ia is F a r : i c ~ l . a r l $ -  :me in t i% ecoi:ctny 

i:i is:i¶:.h ?he w i C ? Q L  of $&6 wre ofte3 1,:w pwyinq, nild 

vi::ivur C-riir-f it a. 

a r  ~ L G U  OF L ~ Y  s:lppxl COL. e u ~ t i  

j s j x .  kt  tile ~-r+a . t i~  t i n * ,  we ::gpxt stxong 

v q r t  a* tww, arxi en?crca?c+rc::r e af %her.; fo3- w-lt.ex 

Z~f . 'Sd2Jr . .~>$ ,  f < ; ~  i , > I ~ i "  & ~ ~ ~ b 3 ~ ~ : i ~ L k i < 6 5 .  

&;;t b e  b g i  lev& ;Its: f i r c : i l i e c  1 i w i s i g  i r :  

:Ilene i.oucuttui~it;tzs sias:ld !kwh t!ta po:er.tie)n ~ y a i w t  

b l  ,s:-.i U:Y r h k w i ~  acij  dm*-adat t o n  o f  smmmi t y. 

We hi ic lv ; . !  rhz t ,  c m a J  r : . i y a n i i . s  slic*ui<P &: 

mltl r c ,  the hiyhcst eta:;rtitrQrs cL y x c i t c t : t m g  us, *:,:l!r': 

+ .  -ire S t a t e  ."md tl.c E'e.15ez~a.l off icinls extrusting 

.ri:?fl(.r"e&w?~t, ~ M W  RU - -  t4xi':;iee re - - :?awe csn 

:*-em 5 a, n.3. srAf i ic iml.: y prutec: ed i..ur .::ornun tt. f .  

Sw &;CG h 2 h T a  L k m t  m n y  siL.a% 

thraxqhorlt. ?k:& V i r g i t i x  t :we i ~ i a t s r i c . n l  

o l q a i f i c n n r e .  Sueb e c ,  t h e  h j e t n r k a l  ~z;r&ic. r re  cf 

C ) L R I I  t l :j%l~i .:t i l l ,  l.f:ii: 2 ! . 6 : 1 l C Y  F a ~ . i l y  C:ll K B ~ ~ C J K ~  
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Wesley Half, private citizen 

ul C?a: 5 C & t e ,  

TLia xs t ie i :  raiwivi-?I i n  nn ~ . q u a t w b l i z  t i n w  

. r i d  W~nrira. The T:n:oc Ir, r.z-:::rdiy kkn?kiarg - -  
I ' r n  i*c,rr.:",. 

yiiiu cn: AL,.A ..- a rm? p:oudl y ,  i~ i~t .~ : r icd:y ,  

b . l * . s : ~  w x k i n g  or: the .inraro-l- QE cur :*&&ere;, sn.3 ca 

h % a l E  of rlw wrktnc: w? ~ : d  % o w n  CAT t t ~  

r~:x+wl: i  i t  i';s ?. ti;it ;. lvre  t:rrct, ar?d M+ i n :  and ufan  

., . . ~ > i ~ i i r y  our c r~ciit-iou:. 

H F .  ~IHRIPJ.3luZE: S i t ,  y x r  titw haa eerkci. 

HE. 6i iF1XY: %F::% y w r  . 
N K .  CHKRRM!: &.c. I%-3c:y i3ol.1. 

0i.1 r:axt q.,.nkri Pe Jcrrry MulLer 

MR. EALL: H c m i y .  

Wy ainnw i c ,  W~za?ey Ball, *id T'nb B ~it .r ip 

*,.iw-: t n , i n  i'li*pnw:v i ' !r%, '&DL VLri~qlnl.:r. 

1 4s) Z: r s i . c g l ~ 1  &*TcLa:it~ ,  w i t a  thze+ I w ~ E .  

I mxw5 i r :  a d  :x,t d t h i u  s t a t e  f u r  tt:c 

3as: 2 9  pmrs t.rg:il:c: t-a ~. - I%R i t  her*. I hax$* a l x U w  

Y i m r  I swn, t l$%t i can' t l iv.2 ica h!a:oiicc K cmr ' t. 

aflvs.4 C G .  

If I 2 % ~  oarcia s r e c w @ ,  8 x 1  I see encqh 

:Iawn t.i~cr+ - - th i r :  -trut:o::~.en?nl t i 1 i z ~ g 7  YOU c^rughk to 

yo duwn t h ? - r ~ ,  m r i  t . 7 ~  IL, L.\':+TuRc? ';hey are t l a i r q  tl:s 

3 3 

sre:e CILPWJ. It r x i y  s l i C f ~ ~ ; s  ((13 I-W<FA:LUC\ RG a&-.J tmvLng 

M*?i . 

It i s  Si+r.d ers.:91? ' 0  s ln r  it, w i t h  t h e  

k - q u l s ? .  i m s .  3r.d naiol.y, arid %l l Car:: o: her I-fii~~gzs, 

k c a u s ~  )^cm C J Y ~ ~ I J  is UII ,.:a. YCU a l l  a t e  tkwzx~ =very 

daisy, you see vtec we $ 2 3 .  

Thm% :a nothing w can ni&; rar.thing. 

6~5 +&by? $&: v,i4r:e i t .  rizr- brwr k ?  can, 

Ther*: I c  zi~ssr ~ , E C  i r r  rh ia  n;L.ak::! ttiar: ir: 

=zlny :,tk.;?r t i m r r  i r i  PR)' l i f e .  

%? h ; t ,  we F he!? 1 i?W ir jlr.wl Y 4 Fe , 

.?ad i r is t lktcahhi t.ri tlw z,~;.: lr.y pwplc: t h t  V.Y> ktalr:: 

battin &;ltild to rurmstcl t i i h  bbircir L c * ~  thin; Y B W ,  t.2 

br able to clean t1:s .*2..;tszs ;;p f e z  the ffir;kt - -  that 

has causeb:l b t . 
ril:ci: 1 a m  n b>y, I uccd tc f i s h  a .ht ,  

%:id I s k i l l  ~1.2, b u t  nor qitltc ns : e d . ~ h .  Th.;rct i s  

s t i l l  fimh averywhre i f i x h .  Tllr?re i s  cp~e 

smr;.nihers Z hcnt . 
It airLtt  i;vtLiay no?.hing. 

ii: not!:hr,y c-iw, it ' R  prvv id i r~y  3 

l i v i o g  . 
ti".+ I ba5.d. : en T irwd of  ~niving 

I .  X Ewv~ k:car: ~ r ~ ~ z l ,  :!mc:it :ww, ell%@. I &>E ,' k 
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? I :  -. 

%.atl.r.rmn, Xe. :'cat:, I : ~ p p ~ & c i ; d t . ~  yolax 

Ikmt.8ih:tup R @ A W ~ * ~ ~  F ' c d  Wing.trg R E ;  :F: 

9 . ? i  1 3  3 j&c? 

S ~ r l o u o i i p ,  is ~ L i a  GI j w h l  

Jqen-isa were  &ircc?cnd by 1 '98 l x ~ ~ i r t  

to .xqmrt- I n  2 e G 3 ,  rc :aioia:.xe the pztear i a l  d s r  

a d w r r r ?  ia.r i iv ic?m: accui.s;:lutSue kq?eelc?,rr of n i i~n i r ig  

opetat IVI~B. 

I n  ZC0.3, go: c:k;.zi& that tmre q ~ n c y  

r:wfmi~ni (rat S ml S B t ha : r 5 ~ % w . e ?  

8avc ycra k a n  drinkisry PXMQ t l w  tCmbilw1:l:i/T 

'724 miLeo of Appdncfiiirn e t . x - c w  k ~ i i c  

bean kmxied. Kcra tPwi t h s  dic?nrzcie f m w  &re to 

P3C18wklphSa, and ymi r s y  t h a t  .m*aq ti-:nversar.!m* 

will I ;r-mwnt tkatl 

Lkrrent iy,  p r m i " r  <da:tJ t l i i r d i  tc>xic 

ymt a h .  

T z  a!m &biprt. n f  y w u  EL%, 240 

uat,:r yaal i t -y smylw~ warn L&WL; $5 iif tlx:.r:rso s a n v ' l ~ e  

d ~ ~ r i x w i t ~ l  In. r-trem 'rF,>iatiu::~ of sel eniuaw. 

Mm;.pt i a  s%q\lksnil;& It: C B ; L U ~  ~ B I L - ~  

&:,.age, hrrmcl~itf  8, p-neu~.s!:l a, k i d : i r y  and 1 imr 

,.i*\?,,W.. Jk . 
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Cindy Rank, Friends of .lhe Little 

:&,: CL. lis C a  LC, YUU.L. t ~:K::G~':U . 
A X  c ~ u a c t i n i . n  w i l l  ke FI:IY\*+X~SE~ in tii* 

f k r ~ r n l  R T C .  

srk.*+. Lk ya" . 

ML. i&r:kf 

Ki'. M i K :  i?..wk y ; u .  

3 b c ~ a  ,%? 1 t:h t h e  p( i?~ t  i c m :  w i l l  tiC- 

nnsi1~1,3rt?:l i i i  t he  C I S .  

W : i  r:;,rrw; i* ~ i s x h 5  ;e  ?.'inidy Phxik, 

I i ? p & k t l i i . x ~  :s:&xy se a xepreaatutlt:.,~ 

cf P.it=nAr. CF tlGa 1,ittJ.e Rin i iwha  i P u l k ~  , &l-h  i~ e 

crr\:v?:,.itii t. y y tenp i s ,  t hrr b%irkX,r? of  th: a l : f i tn  . 
Iuaa ? j t i t t i  kwr LO r~::.iih_i p txp ls  w k  

li,m't h a s ,  ur tb;.:sa, 2 2  ycc ~ i ' i i  w e x  a r m n d  w h n  it 

:h>p2~1~. :3  - - REST.? ]IP.?l.i.'. r7717 - -  l i l S 3 ,  W d  h a d  ctn BLS i$i  

P;"J 7 .  az rzt of' t tr CC*i;lhLry L:::.ia~m b!? wdiil) t k ~ ~ ~ m t , a f i ~ ~ i  

wj.:h S.: years j.i CG& .A::& thtr: p i n y  Lo 

dr?s:~op' watax:: ir: tke  a r e a .  

.",r t h? t  t:.m, X?A, i:l ? ~ s p n s e  tn a Izt. 

r?d  .am1 k w i  %ti rig ard csrux: 8.:: ion, acL.s.8l l y ,  C.~IW? ' n  

:o 30 ,rn 813. And ;:t LPaL C l w ,  Lh'd d B  did L".-~*z. 

<;::idiee A H C ~  i:xm qI1 w i t k ;  t+co!:.~tafidatiii:~t~.~ which we 

di<j;~*t  par t icu:er l ;?  c w v  F a i r  t h s t  nmril, kut inAt;r;cry 

k-ll:klit ,  Ci2&-& LL L k ' Z Z t  ? L C %  & - i t : t e r .  

- 
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3 C 

B I : ~  i:r;fal-::,r,i:t.l:y, t i id ~ccuir\~~-adskPur.s, 

a:td the alternativts:: t iwt  Rrt'x* bkwr prqw!ed, Z c.hir,k 

c~al;. f?irtl?cr t h  ::aj.@; c:: Er?:sr,raeio:t of  the 

-:s.srtinit its i nv:,I.~ed, .;r:d rc t t m  y.: t r l  pasyia irk tl:ii. 

.r:1..tid2iize t c  yc? t*> .:he pucpLc. in L:io cc~i:~nuniciae wtio 

hawe hw*n I n t  kmi,tiat ed, and W G ~ I '  ? *::>n:;. ~o t;heaa )rir:& 

nE IT-?a~ inp ,  3rd t h e  f l ce : i r : i cm Ye-ml OD b.7tk n i d r n ~  

ri. :.:re l ance  I z c ~ 3 i t r g  LC: a*? Im~*.+it~lc:d, atld nt~:..t. 

placated b y  aac ther  . . :?i.i*~v4ti t.:s:ly yesrijl - ct 

di~~:.:~?>.;irry it, ,en41 t ry izy  to Cigure out pxmhlanrt~, 

bwwd "11 a l itnitad <3L8cwxli-ctr, i n  ??la cclmnutri?iea tc:  

Vlw Lmti1j . c .m w h o  ewal: i f  L hey C I . ~ I ~ ' *  :i.lnri? r Iv: emri ,  

l ivc in ~lc;..: c.c;~iu:nit;;rs, ard i ~ v a  Lo:, a h u g ,  :.ow... 
t iS%, and h,4w t .c rw*e he,:ww of  rhe &maqe to th i r  

kx3~ei.j~ and k,ec&vsa of the f Z>.Je t ?mt  a m  iah.3ve t.kri~, 

a m 3  :.r, t tic tsntcre tkiiir bitt:?~ & I !  iriyzd. 

f r 2tis.k ntLici:a: aeac-. ui L1so pe&ple ir- 

t i r ia  r c a r t  - -  ever: t tc .~:yh rhep w i l l  rz rx  prey sc, - -  kniw 
rhat the].+ i r  d a m y  b:ng d m e ,  333 knc.w t h a t  tb i8  

%!IS in rr:-t. goSt:q t.:: k,s;ip ~.~.soS1"/*2 xw?.:z+ of t h  

pzdbleas . nzglil. c t  ckxi p~ub:uus . Li~at: iim ont 

thi**e.-. - -  frsm the d~?or?.?*. t f ~  tP& warem, atid t? the 

Pm:m,2 2 

i<li w i ; l  i:.o r&:.ler.i:ig trmtwnt o Iat,~:y: up., 

3 1 

!&A wil~uld alee ~ e k  nix& f t t t w w  ia .?. 

pr -us ib i l i ty  of: cxtal:c;itq tti: ccosr.~?mt periwd *a math, 

.N~S w:-uld xequeffit i t ,  ~x?-IPG.'~~;L~ if: c@r::;linly i s  a ac t -  to 

digcsr.  

Or& 05 the :'$:Lr;gs thit w e  will be &wki%g 

ollrmlvw aa wrp e ~ . t  ini,;ir t c ;  T.;:rk through t h m  ELIF, io 

tha t  what i e  the pal-pr~e O: c!:? :71.@i~n W&er A r t ,  rrd 

wlm:. as.@ tkw y d m  05 trbw S U I . P ~ - X ~  %bile Act.? 

1 &kink ujc. have a tandanrf  to t;srg& 

rlmt . 

Azei i f  i ?%id mad frm ~b-? Clean W R C ~ Y  

her, c 2 w  c&;jc-t!vs np t.hv 4 ~ r  i.~ *,a, ' I .  . . U L - X ~ C ~ X - T ~  

slid n w i n t n i u  the chmicdi ,  glryoicai, and tiolcgLc.hf 

k r i r e g r i t y  of tlw aat f or:'o warens. " 

a:@ SsrEa-cra Xisw Art, tila p.izp.%t" r3L' 

:.his ar t ,  i s  t.2, " .  . . retnbl.l..;?r n %at il;nwd&~ pprarjxna 

L.3 p x o t a - t  i3w:iut.y i ~ d  l:tm @r;~i-.~n:?&n% Lzwrrt thc: 

a3veree effrizts o h  r r u r f ~ m  c ~ r l  % i n i r q  operat icw.~. . " 

2i~d ir, 3cAing a: the y.ta+p:m r f  tl:6*2.e 

r x o  ants, ~2 \ . i t :  ~ r . ? s : t Z i ~ ~ * $  X I S  #mJZ O U I . L I ? . ~ Y . - ~ :  

tis>~a t k i a  BIY isitill, .us r akc  ut2 closer 

c o  tZ=a.'d~ c p a l e ,  x; i fker  t t : ~  j:;~f: arrdlxxa e rwl 'y i~g  ix. 

f h i ~ 1 y  the way t k e y  fire, CIT h x k ~ l  idinsf? 

!ti* i rit c i &  i q ? ? r c r m . i m ,  an9 p t:>%~%hi.y 01: r 



c~s :ccnca ,  w i L i  yC IU C h  : & ~ L & , T .  

'TIAS: EZF, f t. far::, &as ;cat t ak+ us 

.:E~.aiir t--t r t i w  y:nls of e i t h e r  c.f rhl-isn & e m ,  and in 

' iro p1.;,xmn .t:t o o i ~ y  ua, w1 <,CW!. ~ U U I ' I  t:- h a w  the 

di~iz..rpt i m  t.> r i ~ ~  % a u X  Lcs, ax3 su khe ksxraa, ns w+>:I 

nr, t.; %he nciarrtl is tl& G t s t e  a£ '%st VixgFaia, 

K~:>t>i.-ky, V i y ?  nln, nr,S aadt Te'ennroc>ac. 

Tl:arrk you. 

ME, CI:XXR>?A:? : V3.v x:tn Str)~kwuti .  

Tl;e next B ~ ~ A ~ P L .  will be Liz G5~~1ar.C:. 

I%, sTKTG!AX: ? arc V i v i a n  St,c;.r:knte& of 

X ~ G  % i c  piall+/ ~ : . r , w h z r ~ l c ~ ~ ~ t a ~  Caali:.iun, which $.a 

h a d  I n  iiunt lrzgtorr . 

And it tni$.t cxrp; iai. w 3 w  of p 1 1  t~ 

k-,?rw f.haf wi. I~avp. r i l$~ab:el  ~ i n ~ . r s  and rl*)? i,wd ~n! r *ea -~  

wwmg i%!~il. iwmh: IT, . 
I %YXLb & > S O  > ikfi LO A S R  Ti)* 

exzerrcion r.t the writta:! c3smesiC p e x i ~ . d .  

t 3n.i ~$?prs45 rn t i z r s  r3r ) , r ,c i ' y~ t i~ ) l  c:e 

c.:~rn-unit y .  E??r-c+wt.a, t& rv~c : i s ,  and g;coond unt.ri. t h t  i e  

e ~.,\-:DMJ %$; i c a 1  I y l & ~ i c ? : , i ,  :t-u~it.,~ini..cv@ :::iraitag 

'B,e draft &IG : : t i~ .~ly  fa i l&? tu ,ilt-Idrertet 

!w-r:it.%tntf:p x:nwvai ' r .i,w,seriz'ilq t 311 33 ur::unl;air, 

cu! r .LC+>. 

"L";.b. d ~ ~ f t  219 d a w  farl.; ro dddresr 

m m t a ~ ~ i t c - p  LPPICWL 'L ~t ~ Q C ?  ~n !sm--43 neal  t h .  i"k~+-rn+ 

w x l l  be omre PT-:" ha%* t ~ ' 7 h '  r a lk3 inq  ahivt 1-hia 

a n d  t h > w  pin* 6, we w d  ?l piwadii^. *PZ& m+* 

dr;-ail u i  c u r  r i . r ~ ~ t c n  c s w r a ~ ~ .  

In  rr, w t ~ i . ~ - k G  zcf , the  Bueh 

P " k i n ~ s + r a t i \ n l  I ~ n n  i n n n x ~ ~ d  t h  w - l n n : e  in ?he ETS, 

.,nil i o  teak imrg ~%eccwwr,dnx *";.*a ::tat dl s-avll B C  a w ' t  i f  * C  

fat-n ui3er k o  r l p p ~ . ~ ~ ~  t u u  c m p 4 t 9  &mom 

0:m3 in th? a~3xra1bfi fa t  imi, an8 the crzl 

i n d u f i t r y ,  k e l i a t r a  that ebny ran u w  r h ~  f~1711, "':rrh. 

c-st i n e n ~ y "  tc -u$l i f >  a-y za~%I.m OL tlY> rcxt: 

f salds. 

R w  ~ C : I C U ~  C.W~.O'T 1 9 ~ ~ 3  iqnoxe 

s - i en t -k f t r  re*' i t y .  Re '-,+%a b w a  payinq, six! we wrl: 

caq)r in%% t n &*lf ! bc, a ' t i r e r - . *  6-r i s l ~ ~ . ~ % s 4 l  arid f i n a a r  > .I  

L ~ l l  ui nt,urrtair:lcp -~srcward c c d  c;,lhl:w 

F02 itnfvtla'e, ?-Mi*. 18 l L I j  LU11 ill9 

tlcmditrq and *+a n m  ~~~~~ C W ~  11'-*n's whr axe 

I ri o-mwn31rig t pcea p-e -mv+ a& of LIW r~ a n c m v l  a' 

h ~ w w  a d  tw~~~3"rh.ocl1~.bd~ Lai ~ - i ~ i i q t i  r CI i l w ~ d  t h  f L W A B  

bt's p w t r m 4  far a w m n e  t i m r  $Xb i r  

m Z y  s h - w  i+r and r c c y - m -  - & v l  - p e n t ,  a. *kip -or1 

i , ~ r l . i . * , t ~  y wcixl d a X ka uh L? be, i c w x .  
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Xt ?,is0 Lti i io  ec; wiiskc ' l*n o trci_.n%;txii. 

li whesr al t%mative  r x e l g y  rweazr:~,  ds~e1n_pim~t uar.6 

7 ms: r t i fnc r tx i  ng are pl?~wca:i i n  t1.m c ~ m 1  f i ~ l d t ?  , 

L: i a m t  y e x r  8 o ~ + : d ?  sriaua c h C  11 

9 ~tidweaccrrt ecaccu coifid :xcti;ta : , ra ,r s  &JII X ? G , C i C f  <&a 

T ,  i., s : i l  $7.5: rnilli:~~ fcr w::rkrrs, ti). trhasiti!:niny ts. 

:1 r:-:t17f c lasnev  a:tamstivn e~ergicu. 

i 2 I r  m: : i i s t  emk rc.w cr t  ; !ar; ewrs y r?:& 

2 3  :*a u g x n ~  ua nubsiciixiwg kiss:  cod i : d i i i i ~ e - y ,  mrl 

1 4  ulrraxing np itn KtwOt?.S,  we .~rs:ild do :filch to brfrzg 

15 ;alt~:natlve-ara.rr$.i F: *i:te iattn x h  atace. 

e # 

A F, frri-.*.: .,,,%r;w f&e that  I C ~ G - S  art i n t s z t  

I*/ c:r-iir;.imxLd Li*z*jcy Lor o;ir ? r i l d r c n .  

i N  6raf t BIS fa i l  n t~ t:~iti/der r1*6? 

!a w i : ~ e ~ a ~ ~ y  *.,%I ud i?f ~ C C I - C Y C T ~ Y ,  : : ~ i l : - v j c~~  %C t h e  c u r m 1 : t  

2 2  :,:id frrr.r.rxe Q.::)L~IWJ. 

5.1 Q;it zcl:~oL ccoi.on:i,'s put nu v a l u e  uzi 

2% a,:<%-o;..?tetr~ c ~ a r ~ i c s o .  

7 2 TFie ewrghq f feJd :,f wmlixqienl 

24 chc,s:iwiic:is is ~ u p t a c : r $ ?  t i= c::dsr, dbc r rd i t cd  

-- - 
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Liz Garland, West Virginia Rivers Coalition 

-" ---- 
MTMNF Draft PE95 Public Comment Compendium B-144 Sectiofi B - West Virginie Afternoon Session 



Smdi tuck, pdvate citizen 

Vdlth 2 , 6 3 9  pszmite a1 l:il-aOxI, r>trl y 24: 

I r a i r i x L d  any ".ailey T i i l a  Gicili 11185 LO 2641. 

W? #can awm -.wG jnbs w i t h m s  

%=z~llsy-Pil l  rhptx,*r.inno. 

To cuccl !i5&, :.k ?.at >::Ic s f  t hi8 repmi' 

i a  € 2  c c ~ ~ i d o x  p x a c ~ ~ ' l ' j ~ t 3  to x : : i n i x i ~ ~  to t k e  r o i l : ~ I r n ~ ~  

exeeiit pi-acti.rnkb9, ?Pas ~~i-i-i-6raa cnvirnr.mu:.nLal ef focts 

to wlters sf the Cnited Sratai?. nffacterd h'j 

~ w w l t n l n t . : ~ y  nrir, b t:g e > p : + ~ t .  LC.::% a n d  bp. vd. l c y  F 2 1 3 . ~  . 
kd~ed upm dLii Lixz chi& wt t w t h  ir L1.e 

reparc, this only ai trrmtim w i j i i ~ h  M F L " ~ ~  aatizfy t . h L  

h t o n t :  l~aa not he ~ ~ 3 y . 3 1 1 ~ i 3 .  

'Ifat prcpue&., w w i l d  ixl. t:u disai LC& 

acpatic lit?:: &:%Lz.uy;~tij v a L l a y  fills in thrs pxi%rr.ire 

of muntnintcap rmwxel ,  

m"*.%& ym.  

WR. CKA:la:'.AI: Ss:rdi Z,uc?l,r, aha C h 2 n  ?.ks~: 

:l~xr s y s % r t l ~ r  w9,i t.;. Pra& U a w j .  

W6 . LWWA : Ckmi nf"r?riicmn. 

My mmc. i n  O w r A i  Bacha, 

T w o r k  f n z  S k i d !  C ' h l .  Z w+*rk f o r  Brt:F? 
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Wayne Coleman, private citizen 

8 4  

:l,idl i ~ y ,  ,%rid czusc, o r  pr.;:x:lrr, thS a m w x i t y  ~ f .  

f Z lc8dinq. 

The d ra f  r !?I6 Fi:x%.ng$ c - m f  ia 'm that  

wur 1 i% miliin~g d b a t i n r h ,  d i d  r ori o f t e n  dsp,t.rcys, 

ep.?oloui-xl ir if~xr. :&tnlccairc-.  

W.y h a  it t?i.;%en 16 yh-jlrz for y~ve~n".x&hl: 

t c ,  that ~ ~ w y h e  t!:er@ w*,rr a r e m n n  f n ~  +:he RRiiCh 

Lw ?kl t:*:r 3111 . 
1 ~c.ywst c ~ d a y  tls3-r :)is Stah* 

P d s r i l  acwnrisicr r.%plr+xart-:.red i n  t h i n  $IS doeummt, 

e m a r h  khai r n!ndn and rhni i -  bw-nwcra* l:, r?rruin f w  . 

c:':I~! r w L b k . ? .  ' * i d i s  t . ~ t  w a  t iw  i,:zrfa.-s Nn.kny nrrr) 

Rwzcl Rnmt  kwn A c t  Lo Z.~BCCL.C t i ~ w h  and 00'. he 1 i m b i t i ~ t  5 

+:3r1oyad f u r  tw-and-a-haLf rh~&d+t: by n:>t snfc :kcing 

t.:w k t ,  anclml r,: g r r r  m.ia?in;r Parixden a:ri:h nr, P O  

:cd I;:*,  itrid awt. an.c.rcsAw: 1 i - te  ~ j ? w ~ ~ f .  l ~ y  31 fdcw3if!g, l.0 

rc:.:~.d,il.!i & y a i i ~ r ; t ,  m t k a  fhmc ~ r ~ a b l e  uitrrscaescixy 

&:lt?uc?icm an4 tc8 ~ro:hct "a p?p le  nf %at 

Viwf~nC a axid *he ir  ; ! fe-eUppE;??Y n>wf*%t, the 1 iving 

sn?r i r ,%ririr,-nc , t: r c %  wt : : n h . ~  ucs.rpc*~:'a' i em& wlwsa O x d  ;(i :s 

% ,,..rn<oy, ", nrid w h x i u  i i i % z s  of IJ$CY?.Z~N~% is ku duslfc). LI-& 

Inad .md t.i: d i a ~ l c x ~  ciz b=il i%>m 3-1 the peop:e, 

cr--w r t Ern i r sjcrv+raiwr, t , A::& ,o%r myth i x y  a1 SB that 

:IRCB~ &::w t t i e l r  P:ev;iii'!: p r s ~ i k  ,of ?&i r  ctlfstirjl:t.y 

MTMNF Draft PElS Public Comment Compendium 
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Carol Warren, W Council of Churches 

41; 

d : & d n L ,  Ll~- :m Fs nr;L s w s g i ;  cC it ic: gv arriund, 

Y u a : l i ~ r  ezneryy. peq1e bx ' t  % a n t  :~nr:li;.nt^ ~ ~ i m t g y  

k i l r  i n  their h . c k y a r 5 .  

$.b w war;:. ? c rn: ; o : ~  N i ddi C. IZai~tr e rrA 

ui .1 '  I or~,ulL1 1:ep". t h t  Liz% past y h d r ,  11da wlxmn 

: h C  la c e x t ~ i o l y  cct the way we wd!it r,:) :,go, 

'Ikia C I : I I U Y . ~ $  nee:la .:oaI, LLSP e t x t e  k.ao 

4 2  3 i > ? k r 3 & % ~ < ~  .,: + 1 ~ 

1 tkunk ).OX CGL.  y i u i ~  e L.:* txia) . .  : t:63p< 

,. -,irlt :- am ?an q e t  tlm:.i:aa i:wui;i, behind :ic, because : ran 

:.*I1 y u  thii-.: 3 . s  cca; :o%panier; r b r  w > r k  i n  thj ,s  

bra! t r ,  r ' iy t i r .  nwi yao rao::c.t . - t i m ~  pi'tlple, ~&IC;II 

:hey  3.i L e l v r s  L L ~ G L * .  LixuQa, t h e y  sainnet do ttivir' y u ~ r  

::.Lxis, at̂  th r r . e -yex  p3~r.8, or w e n  a one-year @""-I. 

At .";ti! pi,xe uF i.uo.inssr,, we cf lnfe~~t  110 a 

f i r e ,  y a l  plan, ;g+: car hard; y <k:~ s air .nrmcii plaa 

LW~:;~~rt O L  d l  0:: the &r!c C~IILI& %;!mt h a % :  LPBE h i d  

cvrz t h i n  indixt.ry. 

I w i s h  2::: 43.5'a r;p*t.4 i:i pitting t k ~  

1rs:1*2e hs-li irid M, snii Gri;z1 r* s~;u.r:l i n  i ~ t .  t l n : ~  r i ~ F 6  

B C A L C I  writ inu.? I c  toin* LC&. . .md fui us te -...:,rtt i ~ i ~ o  

t:a t ! - y  .and mnke z. gc of F r  har.a in &st Virqiain,  

Ti-,,?r.k yxi . 
t 4R .  CWI~l<l%&': Fa. C a ~ d  tbh~re:n. 

-- ------ 
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5 0 

We. i;:lvri kbi ;  p % ~ t i : q  t'~g~.Chli?r f ~ x i i j r c t a  

to prcziAa hormixx~ for p b ~ i r .  who i'bw-~r lofit t . h F r  

hrmxn. We Pi.-.=e h ~ r ,  t ? - y i w ~  t r ,  ~:c4:1i,:>\ti and h r t t ~  

y::c~plv: p r  r h d r  i:vs;s 1:dtck ti?gutbr:r afLnx ial.air:~ 

uve;$liiny t h q  hxd, i:ot ;A,$: o?l;w, k t  usaxwtitws Cc.c 

ar1.3 rhr.u.r. t inwo . 
#r bx-JO fwsn ',he.% r::::m&elit~q tho 

~ , t l i c l t r ? ~ i ,  wir,  ,;xi: 8,; f :.i?~h:.e:wd by w l w t  hay ! f ive 

c~ipwri.trier.3, t h a t  t h y  ciin'r b~ par i n i u  the b~rthecib 

wir k w t  F C ~ * B ~ L L Y ~ G ~ .  

Lie h-m p x r d  sSllcm of dol1ax-e of 

r i m r c l ~ ,  nwl t:lrtiri.h *id, to yd: .  ra.s*iil:c+: i n t o  t.fmac 

2L f ~ t c u  . 'Sir haw.- ~ L V ~ I : I P & I  c:::;L.c~ ~ X C ~ ~ I I P ~  trem 

other j a L u  tkit  they tv.>:;?d ::cr:naliy ~29, to ha in t l a  

?re% oF f l c m l i c g  T o  h+:p p , :nGr* .  Wa !idv.~b hired 

+lr*ica:ra ::f ,:J:lithul,.$: !li:'r . ; i w  uh&ayaua t.c, t w r k  c3a 

f i . > d  r c l i i . 2 i .  

Bie I;,l;\;e & ? S t l ~  t i u t  bt33~~iwe VA? ti/..% bxtfited 

. *  > -: :telp, I:r+?au;w M;e k . 8 ~  etxp-rsnio:? fo:- t h e  g?~r.ple 

urxi ;?a~dc ztrt few*:.> w 3  ILWC /1. 

Wui; mir TOICID::LWL' a12 110: i x l t i n i t ~ .  Tke 

Cs,m:il ::f Clnurrkw !use &i;?:t o:tr nrm*&he?r- 1ett.r Ccr 

m r  j lndicatf i~y b a d  ankt r,:! f c r  :.-are damr i w a ,  

b:,Clk J r F ?  v:O d5ll ' t kllV% i b: R:dl:+:Y Xi-i;i-t28f Pl /3 d0 N: ,! 
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Jack Henry, private citizen 

5 :I 

Vv'irginia, i t  I;: cz:Lwi p s e r t y .  I. t h i &  that it ih; a 

sad t h i m j  t o  have t h a t  i . , i tuat?m of p c ~ e x t y .  

Kt? haw syc? r i r k m !  in OUT ant-ulilal 

C ( ~ S O U L ~ ~ S ,  ett* Lwd. hw y L w : .  *le g~iml: nrrtnral 

ril.kasrr.csa? mid hr* r*nili ir: h,t. ,ward, he mid, 1 k c m  

tire plane t h t  I IZ$W f 8 . x  jr*.'.;. 71m1s for you to 

prmqwr nrpd xi& be har+:.zd. Pir*rts £3- y.m to k-i-m a 

i w p  $.md a f 7ULkt ra. 

Eslh Eio Ie*i,%~ L i a r :  d;l tu ua t i, imp:+:mct: 

d m %  he hr*a alre-amdy put in plar-K. i(ts im*: put the 

w...~l:ll~ at: thea-r ~ & t u x a i  ~ ' @ s ~ : : I K ? ~ ? D  iz c L a r r  w i i n t a k ~ .  

ika &ante us t cr ut.il.i:io t.l:e.$s @FtBcia:a?'ly, am3 

c.drp.srrrilly. Pi& il. I s  i l i m  r:?:&t ;:at ~2wu.m Iieru, 

d f h ' c  put hint h r c .  I?,r;r Z a% rkmnkful t h a t  h? ci;.Xd 

F?dt tileat1 here. 

We s x ~  t , h  i ~ I C ~ * B " J Y I C I : : O  i n  ttri: n a t i c r :  

LXI d p x  cap1t.a tai3iu if: t : i x ~ * f -  :~&Lk;l~%tl r % ~ a i j u ~ . ~ p ~ : i ,  b%C 

psr we axe last: CAI tl-& ?.is: of cwezytbinj negative. 

lk& don ' t. hsr.6.: i'y make w a m w  to PW . 
5 : ~  -23 china t L ~ t .  CP nar:.! :rs l.;,ml: i n t o  

wkmt v a  imv- i n  them rrfit-zeii &~>awn-cm and t.2 

d w m l e ~  tb+m k c  their tmx~s~xc ,  coal h i n g  the tcq 

of w3r n a t u m l  reb~?i~-eelil. 

%e ci.t> get w:ma w a J  t. h udr. uk rh+$ riliri l rlg 



5.4 

3 L  L:E C C C ' ~ . ,  airl the tir%::~p~~,~i:~y :d '.:% e ~ a i ,  but i 

... ..-.: l e a m i n y  t l ~ t  t h r a  is yf(cdit, pii'ea:, wealth t h t  

i~ wtqq?-..rf y e t ,  ir. t.k* ::;:'.:%ate raw .;ifirerial i~; the 

E 1 :ix i f : r  cu i t l r i  t i ;? t  cat, 1.2 trwrr, f i - c ~ a  :.3:..21 . 
Nu ;re I n v ~ ~ v c b  i :~ was:-tiling i4nd w;rk:r.g 

i n  - % ~ r ; ~ r 4 t  i M 1  511;it~h t h  U Z h ? * 3 ' ~ ; i : i e s ,  M V 7 T  dnd 

;.L=a.-a:?~13, %m3 nti?rsa - -  &st. w-3inl.i Wv?J thst tkT.*.s 

.+:-o .i5w J J I G ~ I I C . ~  3 f rim I.>C:;'.: m ? : - ~ r , x i i q  eal l& cedi, 

~ t i ~ c ' n .  

I &+i ' t hrve ti-ui* t i:% : n gsr int*, it Zr, 

dc-ai l ,  b a r ?  ar - #  alr6~4y &v+l%%wI, jr i e  p.~t~ct&. 

AMY ; k i e t ~  i x a: ku?:+rry r::?&sc?t ts t lad t hava kr.r,~i 

r~cp"..i.it-.d d i d  .:~r+lawa w i t ? ,  ~ t r g m i ~ a t i o n a i  t h x t  axe 

..m tc! ; ? W t e x  t f& q q . % l i t y  sf. l i f e  f?r Phst Virginis , ,  

r-Am a++ cpml i f  Scd c i m t n i s t s ,  3 x 3   or.?^:^ niwI  to pat i ): 

pl .I::? a : .trsmi ?+J: . a piir t L:F 3211 - ' * lke  i taL, t . * i  

urz-;!+>rciali~u i i ? S s  pzd. .?2:  . 
Thi s  ~>cc,tlxct is s.:-:r f a z t . ~ s r j ~  t h t  I 

r:li?k t h a r  ?'...*I wili C:ER &y bi? tc .9 i/aIusb\ti t ~ ;  

h i a n .  St ':a g>ir ,y  t cx t:t>-s.+, I !.rilnk, n6:w dhrnwisick f s ~ r  

c c d ,  nuw joL+ ~ c ' Y .  C C C ~ .  t i &  r ; l l : i ~ f & e t ~ ~  i x q  ji)t>~ is 

tdoic :?.s- nei-ed, it: t k i u  or~te. 

There as:* P :.cc r-.f j z h ,  but .  t b ~ r e ' ~ ;  n 

Lett : hat" ,d<m 4. i?2.&3 ~<ACJS . 
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Diana VVood, private citizen 

MTMNF Draft PEIS Publie Comment Compendium 8-1 54 Section 8 - West Virginia Afternoon Session 



5;: 

1 ~p~ awli p&d~Lt' wicid c r r i v ~ :  zc3 cud a t  tccCwri I u ~ i t  

2 d w q  t b i r  trash. khbody ri~es ti%: mycure. b k  are 

4 4 l 'beconking w.ra ~~virem.et-,t'1i2 jf w i m ,  and Y.W a 2 . ~  

ta t .? . ; i rq t k j  t s k ~  n,,re of w+at w: 9 1 .  

L 1 3x1 w r y  p~733:d to be 3 ih.t q 4 j l i ~ 2 i r i i ~ t ~ ,  

6: ail3 I rrm very p r o d  t 3  I-hw iii t i i i z i  s h a l : .  

i Y e w ,  : tbj:.:k $.? i r :  h w t r t i f o l ,  but- I 

2 dm ' r: :writ r rr moka i t t b  k of k.w,ur y t hnr; t lor 

? t'-iiiii~t driap* t L x ~ \ l ; j t ~  awS t:,q " n j ~ y  i c ,  mtd L eur:'i 

% A . t w:irk, and i: hxc* ro 1ssl.w hem bec~:i*it 1 cdh't ~32%. 

3 1 OXF cf t h  g e n ? , 9 ~ r n n  said, Ta this n 

12 $;.br:?? ik>, tttia 1s not a ;?kc.  Tt $ 8  ?:y l i re .  l L  j e  

13 9 . : ~  t r m i L y ' a  1 ifc. i t  L"z yucx 1 ~ t ~ t .  2\11: w a n t  to beck 

i4 h e m .  

15 Ke w m r  ti: w w k  1-4 ~ t ?  %"A want to i13 a: t 

'3 6 maafn, we  kwut  ttl &: i i 4: la~eci: , iv,: wn: ih r l  jet, mlii IVC 

1.7 want to plwiile? job3 w e  ciiildr=rs, thd. WI & n ' t  

1,d ILYM~F to put t l w m  mi . a i x l i k : ~  t i c k e t  out of tcwxi 

19 h+cptus*, them i i o  r:ntl:irg Rere f:,x tlwr:. 

I> 'LPw S C ~ C  :La 4 m  a l l  c s * i n y  tmplimircr it: 

21 oiw, m are junkitg rvc.ryb-jf; t?,?.slai;b:, &-c;cit~e.r> ejr; 

2.2 rany poplet a m  ?eavii:g here be>sui.;r t1xer.e i c  

2 3 tact h i.119 . 
24 Yea, S c :  is k m ?  i f a l ,  & r ,  my %xi, i t  kc. 

MTMNF Draft PEIS Public Comment Compendium Section B - West Virginia Afiernoon Session 



o:..:ta: i tui,  and Cr.i guvc i-t Lo IS. 2~~"w-~yb>iy 

2wantr: to blank: evprzytliixg m: ths r.*lum7&, or nowtf i lnc;  

el.:ze . 
k ' w  kr:crw, I Live un 8 h i l l ,  ~ n d  them i.s 

n ~ r h i r r g  oa l lwt h t l  l L.:t ~b-.'+aa h m s t ~ a .  And v:e ir.;vt? 

I r ; f  w o  i m t - i r  wir, aver tke p&cz few y e . 3 ~ ~  t h t  I h.vm 

s ::m.lt.viti EU71i~1.e~ and cm day J t  c a m  3.0 hard - -  i t  
w:+a t l i c  : ixy t lmt  2 .  L O  6.'. :11c);c:.$ QE r a i n .  

It c : ~ r r v  3~ i d r d ,  i h*tt %i i&LFih.S $'AW&Z t llc 

~c.a.J, a n d  the &i t  chrz~ cca?cir.*t take i t ,  and my 

b~:-l~.srm or? ? h a  IWFX : avei f:och?. 1 v m l r l n  't. tsiarw 

rh:r* on the  c:i,t: m;~f:r;, ke?c;iusrr thv:,:c rsti't .jltc: i n  

:?ilcs cL wy Licurx. 

C'u y :u  kfi~*ll w h a c  :he m i n  c%ue frcstt 

It *,am* r-ur c f  t ke  sky. I'.ixl i? fell, and i t  r.sw ~3 

<TY~J .+ ,  r t:.::!llA &, l W t A ? $ ~ ~  ~ k t d ~ ~ "  LL. 

I c;c:~cil up xb+ w e i t ,  and 1 t km~ghl . 
well, GuJ, thaxk ycr: t'.i;xS it i i i d n '  t, ga t  try wtmlz 

ho..icur. %c;iup?,@ : 2 o.4ce3 3 n rP.@ p~p.s?- and I LBW 

;w,y7 2 1.irst l oolt 1. kc,: 1' kwar j ,  AMI t h : y  Ibja): 

C ~ ?  %XyLllilKJ. k . 4  L t.lAX:k LkWL thht x llw: (,it t<?p ot 

tiia: h i l l ,  b9::euk.r I I mw ? k t  i~ what saved nrz. :t 

W?!?23 t a$l\*.<xly th3 k t1wde ~-i>a? :?IappfW t ,,> m? , i t ; U F i t  

ts,w 17 r ~ .  . 

- ---- - 
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Natalie Spencer, private citizen 

'siv arc I C . ~ ~ U C & ~  r U  d:;a:;i. 

RK . CBAIT(:&U~ : ItA%: a 1  i$ Spencer , 

Tl;c? rwxt !+?nker wi l 1 be .T&m b t  x ~ e l - .  

Ms. $ k J $ : t $ r - h : i :  !?p n.m+:: in ?J%L&Zi@ 

Yp.*:ise. r . 

I &m frcni Eiinqwtca, %,:t dlizginia .  

1 .&r.lr f i ? ~  c'>al . 
I , ? : r i . ' l  k:..izbarar:d n':9y i n  tiis ;t;i~o U P  

Ncsi W i l g i n L i ,  wLF.1; Y L L  L L Q  ~cra:li)l:P~: p;ak~;ii"16tn~~ tlmrat w: 

&a ii0rvi.nyf, :&I). hi:Ysr,.; w5::ld want  t.2 r -d in  a ETV: 

ind.x:tr-iec: rhs r  Iw'yr: 7ae a ,awiva ,  

7 &J: ' t ccr: *%:it: ciirsr ivy i n q  t la: 

~:l' i i?l . .rnlll&riC , tlS tw':ll: 45 : :.P :.uXt. pGJ tkg:d:i, t ~ l t  I &&I @?o 

k'rri i ~ v e  ~21at: JCIW yxctr;pe are :i2t l : ? sk ixq  at the  w h ~ P a .  

plr t*ur~* o f  thjrr ntx;rt;a<-tS?p ra?:i?vnl, -an t hey  c~;: 

i t .  

'3lh:y &,LC txy11+ LO mt<c p::.+*ic h*>lie-wi 

e h ?  the whclc. atnrm w i i l  h"icv*led '7 the t i n %  tha 

*rcbal in-31rnrry qat n tl:ro;:c;:̂ . w; :.h 3 :  . 

1 'L ip  ica:'i. c a - m .  I"int ji:& a re  

nri:tacz.t.iuiblc. r t ~ i ~ r ~ t d i a a : :  With : te lyg.* i s t  r.ccLssk~ inn 
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:ir i r ta r ; ,  ad theiw.jciuv,.s. 

'D&m are  5.2 i:a?,'j WPU ipridgat? an 

cr?.a&&, and alsc: t h e  ;.itt;e; :zlv.sr.?n C h t  the? dxb 

p z t i n g  i n  b:-r,xi::ic ;ill c l  eha ~ m p k r  L::,-.nt t.tm c i t y  

wa:~t t :' go our. i x t c  t t:a cc;wit ey ;i;rd 1 iw rria.*..t tlj 

n*tuP'e. 

Tlx-re xr; ?l-mai? sieng ?hn ;wads eut < n  

rh;? r-unl xy, cr&ck hanks en: L s l i ,  nwX t h . o  whar; 

t-irrcoa tl~zcds $;-ucor, &om, ~ h q  wash it, &-:WI alid they 

:PI: PSFUCI-. in a l l  cf tl:ee.! c.J:'IP.~~%. 

Eta t s - rm>d  r i l t c ? ~ e e  ;*I?? r a r e l y  nlnan+rl rrp 

. x i :  as th+y or6 t' i l i+J v r i L ! :  KG;:- of f  t s-:rr, 6 1 ~  nb;lrr). 

r&iiricr thm mil iwme kzd. k ~ d  i ca id  rsriier. LIi*? ~ ;zr :c i  

:%evelopera that  atarr rliEfr?.z-ei:t .nrojrr--m are tle%-er 

f iniahrd. 22.3, of ti-aws f a c t a ~ o  r m t ~ u i h u t - o  L a  t h e  

p c)i>J em. 

Zfw o ~ 4  y r.sz;aixi WXL at L : l i ; i ~ ~  gz3ilp2 yr3 

,af&ar coal cntspz~iai: PC: km:r.;e .-&y hnvd naney, ,w6i-i 

p u  c m  ' t cue Fkd . 

fn  the m n $ . x i t y  i ~ f  : ire: flce:b i n  tl5.u 

~4:nt*: YAW du13 tlio 16~wh it2;tlr 21 T I J ~ ~  ~ b k v x t  of 4 L L w .  

--." -- - 
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5 C 

i l h i c d  S t ~ t t c w .  'Ltil: liltijc.~': ~xx:is.i OJ ~hr.i:a~* c;cr;x-*cd 

in 5 %  n t n t c r ,  where t b ? e  ra 20 c n r l  7aining. 

6:-, :lp, 'k q " i j t p t r ; i n g  A I I  tha h l ~ ~ a ; -  w. 

;h.. cr>-.+l irld'lxt r-y . 
TI>& X w t  Vixgix.L!u c ~ ~ n 1  / : I & u C L ~ ~  i i ~ :  w-LI) 

rr:wlatw% t!znn mry cL.Lei ir,r?:*xry i r r  ihi; ceiintry, or 

1):'*h%h117 i n  r hs- w?r: d . 

The I.&& rnL gr3-z:? x nws!. j cn ' t ars Lw .?r.d uc 

a s  xi9 Lhis ~ t ? ~ - l t c ,  Nod ;.s',;,ar;y :?ale jr+h$ w i l l  t t l i s  ;=t,si..r 

l~:>oe t u  rx t rea ls t  gruupe? 

H w  met?y prop3.* are gnisLg 1:o I-aav-i t-u 

r+,..rvc. cast :?t t l m  !itdti: I ': C hog. wa~:.  a d  n z c d  cllth :rhe 

:.o &:qrqxrt LhsLr  f c m i l i e ~ ;  

W f t B  the e c m m q  QU i t  i c  i n  t h i s  

-.olr:itry, t.here h-5n1t k v  . h ~ n y  ~ I ~ E R I ?  t3 :pr 

"K rwij a f t x . 9 .  r i n  XIC: c3F t he 1w:nl 

& w p ~ u  i&?uut a nmr. d.u said, Ke :ri.alig!i; &a V P L L ~  just  

a r l l  o u r  l and  to the F&ei.;.r.?ii 3vesx+:..snc slid LUZX it 

i r r t o  a %xtu  p a - k ,  t k e a  we wjll kam a plnca f 3 : ~  n;L 

? :u? r r i ~ r l s r  n~&cy i.0 6: : iW ! c A  

But  p e c ~ : ~ . v  rrx-d jobs , ilc n.:>xl to vpdka 

up. Xc ns-e:i to ~ v ~ t s c t  tkk ~ : ~ v i m r w l . ~ r I t .  It. i s  

r+.c"incj  tilt of  b ~ d .  

i'&y hk.ivc t :~ :  &,.:.or a left. 7 
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'1 C 

::icir .;nr a d  Cuik aii.;:ir t h2 ;t;.e.duu~~i: e f f tc i l ,  arid 

aoe fonsil fwi t l  dt.i.4~3 bliwt t.s ga t  :s etw ;iiupu-.rt. 

W b r ,  T b~). 43.?r?t t h e  f~r~s-8estn, th,:>re: 

sn. v p:,-.pla x i .  : b i t  r+ iw:e  w1i.I: i . h l  r ~ilc:: .d,-':ii.e:r: 

?IJC.C.LL <:~i n piscc a4 p q m u ,  .?ad aa Lax dsi I tile 

3n1y p1ac.e pqvr c a w  f i::- was wcl.;.l. 

Er. v t . , ~ : ~ r 5  ilke so say ttrnt rse xte& t:? 

n:.,ai!+ wr-l k i t u ~  c.i:c.at.i:or. ;:era . 
P,+ii't cr i t :clzc,  ladl hslp mxkv: uo 

X ~ X , ? ? ( ~ L .  WCZ are W I L L : Z ~ ~ ~  t~ Z c ~ z n .  

Tt;?r,k you. 

%I?. C'KA: B f L W :  H M K I ~  Mx$li 1 , i  i e m .  

'Ibc ccxt apeeko.: will be . k r m  Mcnl-er:. 

FIR. McEiLL;iW. So33 af?e rxmn.  

Tka_nlt ;+m: F . x  t :-m cypn:i 'r:rj t j r  t c sptmj;. 

I ywcw : 4:s ,I ? i P t . i i r  pei.piexad, 

f .!In a r.:i;ivf YL %sa t  Y i q i n i a .  L tta.li: 

lived here E a r  46 yea r s  of  xy life, an3 g r ~ w  up ic 

.. . =,+ . . m m t n i n x ,  azd r w m s h - w  i l.r a?.-..rml jng ta-t 

dxk:sCernd ! . l ie?  VSAL &&I lCrn em: t/ltii~ i r i d u ~ t  r). ; 

acruwdl  bi' tiav:r+ :r, t i i r ~  icxc,-;. 

I was r p , w i : q  us7 ss a %id - -  and a* s 

1~ of s t h e r  fnilie l;.wzi.: at.ncri i  - -  enwlr:u+n~~ents.l  l y ,  

:.ilir; s!xl c i 8  t:hc m.ne i n  sirpi f i w n t  sr.;%oa, cww tb-e 
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Karen Keatonj private citizen Tmy Brown, private citizen 

'1 3 

'fi,c o t x t  qaai..oz. vili tie Firrkv3 %'uicil<kun. 

I th ink  I bat ::trrjsve'i t b t  :mm . 
MR. WWHd: Xy nag& Lb: Temf' IZt'wn, 

J. am E r m  B'trpx,redlle, WM? Vir$r:,n. 

T ~:Lw:;. i i v ~ d  i n  Xmc  V i r g i n i a  a l l  cry 

l i f e .  

T am a m i c r r .  

I t W &  t h i s  fc.s,:r_. i a  Snr- etua sf her:&. 

&c,.-susa, lik; 1 m i d ,  ww t~;v:+ Lost a lot. o f  l a rmhnd  

&69 till h t e r s k a t a c .  Th6~atr.r c?xe t t a in t sp  rsmwml "&a 

m k e  k ~ a u t i b 8 1  faI?'.rpr.d, b~~~::?Ljf:al k w ~ i n q  

dm r k"q2wmt :i. 

Y m  l avk  arctflllzs ',ti$ rivei: m d  lulik at 

t;iw h ~ u a e ~  up ur, the hill, :re:: xxild have a ke~ut$5r: l  

imun* up an r h? l : c:n ':&we ;gbiln&med st rf r: nrl nas . 
Wrri mxny nf yo; L i wet i :I  la:^^ Itrmie? 

D&t;tiy l i+mx i:: a i c y  iu;.t.%? 

N&c-s3y l i.seuj LC. I: u t i &  Iwmei 

Eve? $wdy ' iv% t~ii3p.r m s ' c~ l r ,  d-~:' i-kfy? 

i t . t c m r ~ r &  L:.: e b r  &3d?1 n sr2nth r i t p ;  

L 1 x x l i n g .  

'%&at. was L C ,  ?-,he strip reifit? right t ec i&e  

OF j: P 

Mo, t c r a  rnu.:,k- w ~ t u a .  
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'7 4 

'h~: ~ . . w ~ j  "yu c;;. 1b3~.cia& ~ O L  fl~uAcd; ti.> 

:.:ui:*:i w a t l s x .  Nr: c t r i p  xir,e a%*::tl;3. 

Sa wby n+s we y . t t i 3 g  blam? f : ~  I t ?  

" "\ ILLS* is n o  rr:t.c,cii: r'rx i t .  I ~ i k c  :!toy tqay, etw.rt? ax.*: 

:r lor ;%i. ir;:;rrr.a Lc:r;g c c V a  red, *:id t $ i u  .O.JU~C~ GLIW t~ 

a:* a j r ~ m w &  am3 everyhid:: W I ? L " ~ ,  iiiad tld\ill a I.JCWILJ 

1 2  f e .  

Ifiar:k ycli 

IfR. C.'liAlRNX<: Da.19 - . i ~ n d  1 w l l i  ,at 

~ r . i ~  .+. say ;wuz Lsct n s n m .  

7%~.  ~ e x t  ' ,$wake?- af"ar 7 ~ o q  s i l l  kx .b?.Czl,k$- 

-. , v I !l&;*R . 

'2 & 

a d  on t f i ~ r ~  me1 they I C ~ I G : C ~ C : L ~  "LJ p..wpic B J C W L G ~ ~ , ~ :  

'mai4a of a rook.  TZ:e per-.>ga n : ~  the lIs%-hnnd side 

waa n a w t  i m w  ckl l ~ d  x ! q c j s - c ,  b l ? r  T b l  iave he w:ss 

M?. 4 1  y a f w7rr; r . 
If:* p r w > ~ .  or. e h  Y i y h t  - fmt?Cf side mzi a 

,>~al  r n i 2 - i ~ ~ .  IL. I:&s at-vex k w m  d i s p t e d  tlwt: it ?am a 

coal m i 3 % ~ .  

C < > d  r n h  iag :La Wdsr V i r y i a i s  .. alj=tl;t. 

SJJX 7d . ,  .I*-, !LC yeam &ays k t ?  i:t Xcsr. ' J ixg in ia,  

m 3 i l  16 was vex-.$ iqmrta%t ,  .&mi tavhy iC is nuxw sc; 

i qmx tan t :  bnc:aum cr?a? i n  W ~ . F C ; B "  'Ji rginiir. 

Ovur W psrcri?% t f  c.ho & P w t  ri::ic y. 

f a l k u ,  WXB tqenrirnieu in Wes: V i r . ~ i n i a ,  cufib>s 

f fa% cod. Thmuqli t,Im ~')?A:::B, 3wf 53 perwrit of: 

?.hr? b"ll~~.t.~.iC!$*lj Br:l.*CiQPr C X T  PAPP?.?~,  23q?i$ll, r~:aIYk?l? f r ~ ~ i )  

mwl, md kl-~c;ca? Ba riu ~c-g':act..i~.~:.n",tur ~ x l  at *.Le 

c~v& cwviny3 that  we haw e ighr thw. 

Yes, with have air cxrlraarrental pr~biern, 

and p a .  we h v e  hem wwk:i~i:j on it 

Tra my I i t e r ~ i r j v  - -. L am b?-y~.%re- ; ld  . - 

$w ixwe %:_id& et,ri&:.c:r, Kay 2ar a d  ix3yuud o f  what 

arrykody aver ant icipzted. 

i was toe: s&d ra izwd sat i n  LincSr :  

i:vut.i~y un ' C C ? ~ \  W i w t .  b:d P1vc%rt b:%& t1?:2t ip  WBB 
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Mike Vines, private citizen 

76 

ajfrrz-r*lly uc ....I cc miel. c c d  An. 'Em c-~zi l ,  ewbn 

:v.lay, is o t  i l l  i f :  ?.ha r i w r ,  kel: r,x&y, it i a  

*-lnsnnr rlmn - -  1 tl;!l:k t h :  ib-. h s  bmn, *%wen h.wk 

1 3  Z> 19*.lk:!.'~! :;:C?. iW?.  

i '*: t~i  t : c ; ~ ~ .  . i : i ' h i i = e t V i r y z n ~ ~ .  v r h t  ~ w r : L u  

lur r:.mi,my t:r lwxa in Vest Viz jinia : ~ & y  n.itLc:rit 

*,. * 3. 'l ? 

We c'sn h;2:mr ~ ~ i c ~ i . l v w s ,  wa t m  blwiw r:ur 

gu~arnnr":rik, Litt wiChb;~ :C  r=.ii:, w u d d  ~:ier*s btt/i a C i v i c  

TeiiWr, s*=ulcf tl:eu.* t - ~  .a 119, or w x d d  tfloro etuen 

A ii"%Xnmst, i f  we d2tfc4t  kave ~ccv i2  here ~n F';npt 

.-. v 6.r-gini~r. 

Ih0r'~hl it, ii:'. X T U ~ L Z ' X ~ C : I ~  ~ U L .  it.. 

And \*'hat ws:t;d i:a i n  the f u t u r e ,  i f  we 

di:fn ' r h a w  criw: 7 

W.L. ~ 1 1  ). PIL?.K ( ~ a i ,  :+XI wn i ~ i l  a ~ l i h ~ .  *:ea, 

e i l i  el y, : r i d  u~c+iiromtur.: .:.L; y ,  i b d l  i.iva, mnp.mcibl y 

~n.1  :lot to & a t m y  tP& E~ai:l:er Ear th .  

X .ria* burn here i n  ;a'??nira C c w r  y ,  hem 

I W:z"anr. "$1 z;-t i n  id .  : h4vv I i w ! d  ? i t 2 a :  7 my I. i f"::. i 

i m m  1 x d ; n  i d .  35  yea^&, :in4 1 at.: pxcu+d to b@ e 

i%:t Wir-rriaisn, B I : ~  I hi:. ps3;:d :" i a prcucl 

suprwtsr ef tlte &at V3.nxIc!s ~lc%*Z induotry.  

Yoa. I sm lib.'. K c .  Co'ie.him, I: wxrk  wi t . i i  
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?a21 a l l  ?cork rl::ia ir, n re.qxaslble wanner, and help. 

e,:*c"b t> t  h e r  . 

The crrv;rrjac>w:t thuilld b~ b s t r ~ x  &ftt;r trs 

era f i n i o h d .  

I woe: d : o w  rL: r.w zy Xida bs &la tes 

rly ~~~~~6 . r RW: g ~ j t  a ~ e h c  E :. i ~ t t  "i ( c : . ~ ?  i-~' OX. 

1 du T i i t  ? m n E  t i >  ie21ve ::?:L. *?ate. I car& for her 

acu. b*:ause ,)Ire c&r;'t c m o  f i x  b m ~ l f .  

I a p p w r  i.9t.r. I;h c p p z t u n  i t y t;. n&% ?k 

is:? t :,Y:?,~ you . 

Tk:mk y-1: . 

EIR, CRA:RXA1;: Jexm:y jr,ir::iiild. 

Thha tP,r r,m@  penb box will bc- hd"f 

R e n m h r  lo dt:c vay h i w a  y ~ r " ~  a L r 3  L ~ s ; m .  

RE. I"R:PC:B::3; Hi. S l y  lzsw ii.: J~IWIIY 

Fairchild. 

1 airt En:m Bcr.:kley, %a* V i r r f l n i a .  

1 aa 3 !r;.;ilci ok c c u l ,  d:ld pros3 to u:iy 

t b.t . 

1 am tlia t:?-.ird gsaernti?n i n  aiy f arnily 

rcs wx'k in tks ccal i.j:ii%~t: LY. We have:? ?I m a y ? n y  

-.--- - 
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r t > ~ " ? & l h i 1 1 ~  k k ~ t t l  .a ~ c L  of, p t ~ g i h i  dail' L ,  that. ~ I Z V B  

oi?&ett befox'i) me, I sm j ~ a :  *:o:::intj into L l m  

i ad:;:?t ry , 

1 $3 s'mZ\:aCwd .I:>; i i.y~ -A".rc:-,az: ? . ~ m  par6  xqo, 

ard X t a u  ta:re.d &;ti> Q v a r y  izy;.rt;lnl deci~ion. 1 

-.itiler ].I& tc nr,--m away frrji:, tile !J:&@ where I was 

bt:ra arid r - n i n 4  and i c :vad,  hn t;.y $0 Find A j+ f,c 

r.luss J i w i d  tias:+ n ei:r'.-~t+aE::~ l i f 'o ,  nr  1 c:x2d go 1:s:. 

wc' rk u x t h  m y  t:wZy, c.24 sxgprx: t ? ~ a  cx+l i n d u ~ t z ~ .  

&?vat it ri;+,i?a r k x m  t .> w-48, 1 w w ~ t  ~d T O  

n tay  k ~ 1 . 8 ~  T h ~ m  : F (  tr;Wke?e riles t h ~ t  3 want. t ~ & .  

L f ;am 2 ~ 2 ~ - d .  

2 I j c a t  I%op.i. c?xst wa3. carr do ~:p&, md 

? rnn t h r i v e ,  ansf we c i t ~  sL; ha psorlprsxras. 

4 .  I. h a w  a let :>f P r i . r - w L  spw> w-wid A%+, 

5 5 0  ~ I V *  -\ r l l t + X < ~  :byi E ; E " . ~ ~ S T  L:) ~ E I L * c .  1 ?&VB, d~i:i b ~ 1 6  

6 !;ha ::lmlsc of W ~ ~ P ~ I ~ B T .  or not +O ~ ' t ~ y ,  3+ leave ~I.:i4 

7 sirat+?. 

Ur,for.trxcxt&.y, : k e y  d h i l l b C +  artr; I ,OBI 

9 l,;.6irslr) iaib-ndn hnd tmiiljr aiL C:1m t iw ,  ou tlmt t.&y 

13 CK:I CJC cff snrl f ilrd wzrk &m1 9 w e  %w&.y. 

1 I I ti-:& il-arar I% r.anS5;- sari b-cswe 6Li. 

1 2  p a e p l u  in this *k t<?,  a d  Pr-u:i lk i r  ~ L ~ I L G ,  %hi-> R r r  

13 living in r.ah*x pFLaea:r+, arc c r d y  gica:. pe-q le ,  a i d  i 

1.9 feel h~sirrnou~~l to kncw the%., %3:1 I a?-: 23aL1y qmet t h s t  

15 J have tc. say qu.&-ly* tc> V i w n .  

35 Sf ceur re ,  &hm(.: #xed Y I S ~ L S ,  Lvb. v ~ s ! ~ . B  

1: jai~".ian'e rirc li:m~. 

I& Sc: I. am j imt a-king ? h k - I C :  i n s t e d  42L 

19 Vryirq to r3.0 away with the ccorl ind&snil-y, o ~ ,  do 

2.2 i - I i i : ~ g i ~  1.0 ij-:ild :r k w a ,  i t h i n k  itVt?:.y>.xIj. simirrtir 

21 t c c w  rhelr r?ctcu:t,c~? cn w z k ; n ~  u\;L wa.,.~; t h e  y rek ty  

22  ru:h we c&rl er,ixzltIe. X+ can !%+we cnr  astramw &ad 

2 1  riveia, arid enjt:;. u7!1 t b . ~ ? ,  lr i a  4 y:.r°at par t  i:f 

2.1 eiv: i r ts te t . h t .  WSL OL .;n I svo ,  An:] z i t  I he WW.: 
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Andy Ashust, private citizen Lee Barker, private citizen 

% 1 2 %  AL; q?lYag t.v b!Jbtl &*lrd 131Ct0 A?, 

Next V L X G ~ ~ ~  s . 
i! ;.~.rii 6ILr r 0  7;i:n~frk, "y f n a t  jrl?, 

rfr-l-r, r t i  it y%..rs w ~ c k  r * q ,  1 wee 9 q z d  r? t .L  4ue t-c I %.A, 

.n$arn, r n  &as- rh~>~,nrmxa &e it;lkzs ~ Y I  .iiyh P U L ~ I I L I I .  

%I, wb were &hut, d ~ m ,  k% &dP; new.1 to k& I r w a  

rwy i tat*d any E r e  t h ~  wm* urn s * ~ ,  ?ad ?fist i a  

"eihld XIL: dXQ ~ c ' W J .  

*L*fik >mi. 

KR. CPIP.;KiMT: Lsia B a t k r r  . 
T h  nsrt irp.ackea \*.I l l  ba ::a21 F d ~ r l w , .  

M?; . ;HfSL:i.~I~!: ; v w l l  d 1.1::~ Lo pxsr . 
ME. CPWiBiUG'i': Yba a m  riutggoiny ti: 

speak? Q h y .  

TI:+ next ~ p w k i u u  will be7 Itarry F&itf.,. 

MR. RP&KSZ: Nell to,  1aditrs m T 1  

geat lermn, c l i N  ia~cif;b*:d aasb.9-a of. the pawl  . 
1-ly nam is Lee B,brier, I nm a d ieec t  

der;efinclnnt ;~f one brf  ti^ f f x ~ t  %ett;l.tm trf k m m  

C a a n ~ y ,  to4 T at.i!i T i w  ekerc: w i r T l  sg w i f e ,  eud t w o  
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l i t  coal cmpini+s pit- sawL4thirrg .;ig :here. I f h C  is riot 

il ?!leil' jot,  rl;.?:r j& i ih to ~".i?.b c>&I. 

I 2  JL 3.8 &wc&c~ :?:ticn r w ,  and p e q ~ l c  w t x  

I3 l i v e  B*wns ChmxLy '~  j& CU CJ~L i ~ r l i c r  indu,~Cr ia ;a  in 
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Larry Keith, private citizen 

z'b 

a r 3  V ~ c h  L l c l L  j d n b  LLL' p & e i b : u .  

Hare 2 he-?? h a r d  a Int af talk &xt 

T l ~ d i t ~ ~  a n d  here is s s'!r.p;r fsct: Srxmc- rlrrtwnky 

c : ~ : G ~ : J ~ P  * . F  I U ~ W  Ytr:rl!.:;, :w~?.I.y i:. IS ~ . w ~ ~ i d t : r w i  

i r  ~ + p  h.il,ii;ic?ei;, &ci$ ~u:>.: .il x i r  ruw v ~ l i  l c p .  w h i e t  

i n @ - ~ i h i b l y ;  t h a t  ie t1.e f2so4 p l a i n .  

T1:nt it j:i~t t h e  wily i t  i a .  Th?t  ie 

j.m: r $,*: w s y  Cc;J t w r t e  i t . ,  iixi w e  go:. to l i v n  &.i~h 

LO. 
& .  

Xel;, v.w 're r ; . m r - + .  Ka can do t t inc j i ? ,  M 

cn:% pat wxkntairr, sr,d we CC': v3ke f lair lawl up oLt 

of r . l ~ t .  tj-.+>J pla.,no. 

Diic  t t i . k r , g  I ;&cfd I l k ?  Lo nay  La, LP1% 

::.tik%~ t l i iny i n  the c r u a b z ~  y&a:ity. 

'&:.I t h e r e  % j ! ~ i ~  basx ia lot cf lacucri 

invcQvixl ?:hat P.a*il: k:cfx 2i4::.ii) etr-ir4ci rp..iL f.t.y, a~(9  1 

a ., 1tct L ! i a b  d1d, hi. i 'c! Cici  unbuyh  k u  r -~ lw; l rd j~ l  bAg 

f ial  Kkvaz PM! ir,g p w t  t 7 Y;:L:S:I c;t+:\ks .l wirlr zrc?dirtrzntr , 

hi. n i n c e  a l l  the rcqi:latir:oe, t lw  P;.i:iinq irsduwtxy :K 

f iv k x lg  b$ w e  ~t +z cici a W J X W ~ > Z  f u l  .jc?k2 . - L k k .  

13 nu I~ , r lyo r  !I.& i l rkak.. 

&.e tu wli,;;? t h e  2ini:mg in6u.atr-f  i e  &sin3 

c-&y,  th-. river +a. tn-&.?ibly - -  1' in .icnr*elng tc: be 

; Isesj  f if...{ on .j I:igk-c;,a:lry arrtxir:, w h i c h  i t .  

1 w x d d r ~ ' t  havd h a t i  btifc~zt, . 
1 Aia?w, there AIR cthr.  ~trcalilrr and rivrls 

1 i:i R-ane County ,  whey-* we were able ?a &odr trctlt. 

4 11;*at i s  ti:<& ?r+*.;L?. of !.!ri; n r ~ r i i r i g ,  

5 iboplt*, C h t  16 ?,at k.ecdliac cP: t ? ~  ::i,di:ur~.;rl 

(; anvi rcmrenr :  cf ?.i:e tr-m.t. :say <:,>u14 have nwmr  i ived 

" i h r a  h e f w e .  

R 'vis lxm: ea :k i ad ah:?i, q . ~ ~ x ) ~ . t ~ i n ~  i s  .i 

:' j,?kc-. I'll tz:i p a  wkistt i thixik :h+ joke i$, L 

- .  
1:. t l i i n k  a jete ic &rrt i:%t6is& ~l.avirwwe:~t&l rgratpa 

11 ci.t%? .%ununt3 and tc3.1 %&, ar;d other fell :w yaqpEs t lxt  

i d  1 ive J n that ccww-~r: i;.i t y ,  w 3 ~ ' ,  l a  -: ha bckst. LOT US. 

I J  'rL.rAk p u  " 

14 MR. GliA;RXAJ: Saxry K e i t h .  

15 1k.p ~ e x t  %peak+?-? nfcs:" M r .  K e i t h  ~ $ 7 ; .  be 

36 P;jhcre Wilkzraox:. 

- P, 
A , MR. iY&l';X: 'L srr: Ln-2-9 Kaith, a d  1 ;cm 

;.?' frorii Hazard. Kentucky. 

1 9 i I>WJP bra?. ?q?: ~ye3  i:~ the? engi tmer i cg 

22 prof~w+aicn for 7 6  piizrz; ,  &?xi ixve I ~ c a  invc9lved I n  

21 ~ b z  x i u i r ~ g  i r d u a t e y  du:icg L::iai eir.t:-2. 

,. -* - <. :&.& I %cbs;d iiFkrs r?  taka ht 1#&k at: ia 

2 a :.$AT j w p r . 6  c f  mi^,! ng cm mil: c~:,r;i9:.m it' ies: am2 t.rMzP, i t: 

23  r.tw c c d  f i s l~ts .  
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I.'m hi?t x:,ce, ~'2pcuxir;:a:ely uns . riylrcire 

-:1;11v aw,* isui.r3udir:.2 t ! : ~  ijazaxil, A ~ p l a ~ I i i ~ n  

2r,:+i,:mai bfscii<-sI Clr.ne~r; :i-ere are fit-* .qai:tw?:t 

\ # P l ~ j  *-,.Kz~f+ , 3.b4 d5dC:l :, 2 W?S , c! % <%-.<ti c;>L 24:l:I h ~ a ?  ?: kbC&T% 

t a ~ ' i l  it i ~ > s ,  iwi ~ d i r i q  L ~ Z P  Ash P ~ c ~ f c & ~ i : ~ x d  Cjif  US 

P:1rZ-3iaq, t11e ARE Fcrytxi&?irri? Center, and ti\* 

%iv.i?rntt.y o f  K*ntt:chy Cectr?~ fns  mral health, ukicli 

i q  c d r x c i i t - l y  hrleq crtr;xtiq::.:cd cm rocl,xitw-d tnim 

1 L I ; d .  

*&ere are s:m 89 %&wineere.,, inclrldlng 

&yr, Init, Xitrti-Cixie, F r u i  ::icy, Applubm'i t ,  j u ~ t  to 

' . ,~,&.. ,t~n..- a Eew. 

Six cl:uuc!i~o i r t a ~  LFX ".is landoc;ipe. 

* ' p  ~,l.), , FBCZ~?L.~¶~,  U I : ~  F t a t e  B S I ~ C ~ A R  sls!2 UW8 f l 3 L  

a:l:.f4-.~ t it in~cl  r ? v m  tc: cm%t:*.,.it t h e i r  h i l d i ~ q .  

%:a ec; -c,.;.? :ad ds\"i%sta? okf a x  +a*. , haw+ 

aiou 1s6t b*:hi~:ct r+calr 2 : ~ ~ r s , 2 s ,  L ~ L !  ?:gpr.x~%s ttQa& ez~d 

:yxae pand-c, qrazinq f ic?di? 6 c ~  e l k  rad dertx, and ti:@ 

I is?. JC+Z fin. 

At. !or  p;.jSi;r.:tri? Lllc wa:.umitya, t k$e 

$ (2 

th ia iny  induacry hat: kezcao p k w d  .JILIC%Z &uch ~ t r f i C  

rrtplstimc, ta met tk& a f f f l v e ~ t  sknal:krds r;& forth 

by t.i%+w l a w i d  : C P . ~  attest fi?&?had, tha t  in 

i c m i b a r i u g  Jiiw:l;it lr~b; frcm p a &  &nd ;xcti*;a mrldrfcccr? 

z.irm a i e w  and i i x h h z d  ;*&a L ~ X T C P ~ ~ S ~ : X W ~  U ~ S C O L T ~  

Kt!rnl-:~:.:!:y, t b  wtrr is c P I ~ .  

?&.cur; a mmth ago, +a b i o l q i m t  Ex-m ti-*. 

?2~.,riivrn I(i?~tu&y L k i v e r r s i ~ y ,  X ~ R  &ring a st.utiy, &..;C 

~L*J wlle~t & %E~J  c o m t "  i i L  or:u oi- L R ~ :  p t d  uiLr% t lmt 

1 w-s w n i t o r i ~ g .  

Hs were staKd;s.n %?r th* dincEi;\l.gs ptp- 

f o r  tiaka pond, anti he icw& c b  :&:rat.% : trar i f i  his 

Irindi~aur-, trh'~.pigi:%rie tk* aas:crai &(i;.:irilcky rxxtta, t P a t  

the water f!cmira4 eiit o f  t kes6t p:::kda, wi9a 

s:&r*.anr S n l l y  c:ati.nr th*,n i 4 1 1 ~  wa?.er, i n  any opw 

Cimne18  Ln Ixaohvi;?ci, i%uS ::cRy. 

E ~ Y W  diwa tha:. w y  Iwr t i%  ritlnirig 

in&xet.xyt 

Xr. 1e;liw;nq 3'xe::~rd to3ey t-ra enm cw.r 

ibpr-c, X g?anrmii a .:ur.ir~l 2 ' u ~ P i r x :  ~ f t e  fo: 1 ncw 35aknmrk 

chmcsr .  Cith t h i s  Y L ~ . B ,  : g ~ ~ v w p d  t . h  amit, which 1 

dc+te:ntined to hi% 2 4 ,  Lit3 tcx? of c&l, which 1.~7.d Fa 

be r lmrmycd  auld diapemd n f .  

Wnt &h::r-crxyh ck:~ ccal , + p d a l : i e x i s ,  eiwi 

- 
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Robert Wilkerson, private citizen 
I' , , 
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$ 2  b i l l i u n  A yc,,r, iLs~;ia :a c6apc:miulc. 1 4  nrjls tkiar. 

$12 k i i L l  ion mnu-s?iy i:, merc3.1 ecohmic i u y w t .  

Tkattr-e are som crE r h s  f a c t s  that  ::mica 

f s r m  Wart V i ~ + g . k : i d ' s ;  ~ y : r l : : i e ~ ,  

AFGu, I thi::k need ru rea i iue  t h r  we 

ela d l  bixmd. i ;am b:uwr2, and  :?u:ia cf t h e  c A h r  

pexpls. au's bjwcrd, ae ?w.i a ,  w k t  h v a  o?c&3 up or, & i n  

pti%Lf%.im. 

I ow Linsosi i x . ? ; a d  GSI a-y lit;: 

erxpwxicnc.-a. I ant b i s l ~ 4  basad an :ny b~c:kguiiunif, GX 

~f :@bringing, ao ycu wefi:, p;raow. 

1 Wi%S 1l3; FSC?<% k j l  kb!  5tiYYGd 

J2&39. Chr taLian k;~&iuf  apt r . :a ,  bul i ev i i - iy  t h n c  ttiar 

~ c r e a t s r  str~uld ba w,;r.sflipad &::A mt; ccsat i m  , 

Xrr &tiri..!s 196 t k m : r g i n  - 3 1 ,  Sod give8 

oxaa t.& r i j a h k .  arid ttri: msry::is iid 1 i t  i ca ,  L(% suhjuc 

crentiun, i n c l u d i n g  d l 1  iivi-y ~'uc&%\lred. 

Let axt expi~fn, T e r i j ~ y  P d ' a  ~ 1 . ~ 3 t  liri\. 

T enjny what. i see in W e ~ t  ~ i l t g i n t ~ ,  R : I ~  I r")~eP:y 

imm that. t h s  irr.~>,~&;r.y i-< West Wi rJ-rkia i 81 prd:xakiiy' 

juer  &a g m d t  &% nny ~ t ! ~ e r  sLeL3.  

It agph r s  t i l . 8 :  tlm rnvirorreiental i c h  

h a w  p l a ~ e d  c,-"'~?aticnr above a x i  &for.? the rxentm, 

SZIK-B is 12 i2 . 

----- -- 
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1: aoQ ycc;:: errid1*:.; t c r n q  ~ c c w q l  i&e4 

i:i :he m . r . t h d u  cf w f e  srrra;vai af ?:c?lirrr,bintnp 

ripexat iwii?. 

!~:rar.c.~:ti ;.as:< a::ciskyitq aha m l c  cf 

y i l d  et wwhr tlrship . 
Ic t l h r  p a t   CITE. ?he x+?qulatax'j  

q e n + ' t w P ,  d w t l ~ s d ~ h i  ti-.&*: ?.he wtnrislp? pZ.~zr.i5d In 

v;i1 I c y  t i i  l w h e t ;  cr- ~Lepe f i ,  i.tnd be YGY~VAC!.C~;~ , I t :  

W ~ O L  t ~i .wntr~l U L V E ~ I : ~ .  il+::si~:i, of cmrw, WG 

k n ~ h h  ::an ' t f;i? cc.2.t rol i +& by ro!qm;tirig m-~"e,rial  . 

Tkrcxqis, i::f r.1 ?:st ion, mc-1 stud.ietr : h a  hy 

hbh":, *Jkr+3 in i% U~i-.w:$e,Lt.y u:::J ' J $ * : g i ? ~ i b t  '6'e::f1, t .ky k w m  

!i<crr. f c u n J  ttmt I t l  yuai iil.ai.s. tits va;or. id t ho re  ve ry  

l;.;.oe, that, it wiii;i a c t v d 9 y  ~ t i s a x b  t h e  yruund water 

as Ir fallo. ?at i t %  C.!Y~:TZ>?; nertke. 

13. ch*: in;.&?:, G:' GJ:- t..ia.;, w.i most 5 i u . A  

ra.won y~~;.uripl ;,ad be rcrsp:sc~uL~ u?id acci;unt+&lt: Cc? 

3 . 1 ~ .  6 t n t . r ~  and caiwmr;rty, u : I  at tile aam; t ime,  

p?"svi& jnblr t r ;  enjcy $:he heneFir.t; of li:iing i n  Nert 

' d i L f < i r > j < J .  

tih! ,ia . is r.i..:+xri ground. Thiu c,mnim 

q'zc;:ml.i c m n c t  Lr ~anchdd, k'ktlrt we ~ ~ : m t i n u e  to  w w  the 

t..W>"bl$ 0k" W l Y  YC)Lll:FJ ~1k? ~&x+II:  . 
M t i .  Cl;A:K%PX: v v u  rt.scd :3 wrap up. 
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i t  i . t r t x -  m y  S~IX 1~;eq.L 

kajpitirl, cte:tarci c f f l r a a ,  kfyh sr:k.:.:>l, h ~ r e l ~ ,  

:*i:: +riraci?s,  r-e-+*ra: am:: ba:ai;masa., Isr-qrt 

b,tr i t icxoes, P;ayr.~ hqp;y, s C ĥt r$xa1$rr, clir C'(;13 

I ' ic ld  Iri,iuak'ric; P m k ,  &:.d a i ~ p u k t ,  are d t - c j  tuiir cjr: 

h"ill,~d t i f i l a .  

H!:;liw E i . 1 3 ~  :+K~.s i t  pas.;ibln foi. our  

rv$i:xr I t m .  att . ract  fie-+: bis.;ts4 nanaer:. W j  [!?;.at LIkc :evt*l 

latid t-.; buiid c . 1 d  cuea:c h--,~~-a-; L i v m g  cuhelit. i,nr:s, 

w h t  wisuld we ?:x,sei 3?* w~i3:. ' t h v v  i techirq,  

Xe w c x t d  bs depzwknt nn t b r ?  gcverr.wct 

to X . ~ C :  C:AT+ ,o? its, an3 C\%YJ !:G.ncxs ~ G I I ' ~  wwtt .  k b a t .  

63 are & ~;r.~w.i, I i .wwxXLny yro+ of A:.firimne t h a t  

\fit' r o  work e.~esy &iy, to ptvvi.la f:;r the i r  fsrni:ies 

and c~ninnuxit  iex. Se dc no? w m ?  to bn k p n d s n t  or 

a<: Q.M* . 

Aico, i ~ ~ ~ 1 . 3  1 4 . m   he dc.f i r l i c ion  o i  it 

e;:ream. I w.\i;d l i k e  to t.ee ;: c ; ? s ~ ~ ? L I ?  It- ~:;lllnd a 

u t w a m ,  anad a r ~ : x . o f f  S i t c h ,  ks c a l l d  a m n - o f f  

4 i : < a h .  

k d . 1  wl. : ;~  f f i i i ' x d  t l r ~ ~ u g i i  L t + c t  

:ina:drbi*! lirc;deelnq a s w m p  m:iy p a r a  a p  t h a t  

fire% www I w w ~ ,  e ~ r k  sedr: I ? ~ K . B B  +-*"..n ail t h s r  wad 

ii?*h.1311.i;:: 8 . t : ~ ~  K?S ,i sw2::p. S i t ?  c.a.;.c* in, avw?rod 

sha i?wi~inp, i C  r ~ t & r t ~ J  aiZ (IIY%CL .a~&ia. 

Ae f a r  *ti car.iiq f . x  ti&& eiwircnmm;t, $a 

dC2. 

Kt? t.?v1* WVp* 3iic $>:ad cf cat t 1s i)n T i L Z  

@ Z O + X L ~ ,  ev+?"'rZ i;;&b.rd oL L u e m a ,  wmy &,.a lp ,  Craxkay, 

crjycttea, arad w k4-29 c w m  9.1% r i ~ r  wardor by, we I w w  

~"i:.%m black bit3~i%, a:$e. 

lvoxy s p l n g  i n  ~ ~ 4 ~ t n i . n  Kc-nrrlrky, -we 

"haw a thing ,. ws l w m  coemi t tw  calld l:xi+.k.. 

Evcexy s p s i q  we b i i e  a Pride r:lrt&it!up. 

Tl?ia year 50 RBOQII wen: 245.4 t m z t h u  

:xil,?s, ,clmlzzalng k x ~ R  a i d w  af l.llc,t:'rvi'&y 2 8 ,  K e  gc$" 511, 

h y s  ul: grrL.3;ago. 

T1w ELi i zwi : i q  w i c k ,  I wan i n  the ccreaka, 

dtqgincj up ualx3er cl d ilppX: anss@, &>%iag c.qwrhead~, 

rat F, 1 a*uaik$:s . 

Cln o u r  0 / d b 2  of 'he hill, WL.. the 

Xentr~skinme for the C Z ~ : . ~ > J ; I W * A ~ ~ ~ .  IP h x r y  Cctiht  y ,  i 

did nor sn@ ~jno Kent i ic. iy fn 1: ?:ha I : ~ : ~ ? : D ~ C ~ X W . I ~  t h he? pf cg 

us c l + s n  i v  up .  

Wise, 'iwaciay n lyht-, we Lad t h i s  ?;airi 

itear iny i r i  CAW I I W ~  E d  b x p r ' ~  Center ,  and 3S.F kc: the 

riqhr. wtrrt~-- pru a? i w r e  +.rr 4a4, .af rt?r r h e  hs;sr:r,q 

vaa cmsri:, we? ~1ck-ed  up : ks . t ; ,  m ~ c r  bed: r l ea, ax24 t h.:r 
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Mu., m x t  ~!w;~ir ,  Ww.$~a?. 17th, 

,St, Psten?kurg, P i c r f J a ,  r::~& ISE :xtr e m r q y  

+::.T.+O~I:CP~C~P, thy B ~ P  ~ p i ~ ? g  tc $wn, they are 

g j i n 3  La chlrF. w i t k  thc 8capxarr%. l'hey a w  ycjnz t.ec 

t r y  L t i  cut ~t &&, w i t t i  R ~ i d d u i ~ ) .  LV bry i/r(ltqr~11 ym6( u L ~  

of t b c r r  tu uu~1:y ur;! far p w r .  

We; dready Pwre ?her. pwqr, i t  ir. m: i it6 

?It$? N l c Z r l l ~  B a n e .  

CLXL LC. ~ : C I L L .  imv-? i: t:2 s ~ p p l y  

pdwr to CIUC C.OI:K~T) ' .  I w x l d  T U C ~  satliez &ST nry 

rrum and P;ni':l; in n ).,u:xi; c.t' r:ml r + l n r r s ,  t han  

p:rzpX.s facrtrt t h  X<:.d:P c A:*.Y.~ ~ i .  X r r w i  s, 1 u hr-7p tend 

d;.petd un t i im to met usr ciwryy rn..uddisl. 

1 ~i i i  have sa Brrv i r i snmmeal  L e , x l s r  ship 

laward, hccslaers 'I Gar 6%: and clean ir. tip. nnrf rrry 

r? .~: .pmy cRx+ o t ,%kc ca r.*-. n l  %Iw can-d rinlw.iir: . 
M.iK . CliAiB%Atl' : i + . ~ ~ r  K c ' . L ~ L ~ ~  Y. 

%a r:c+nr q x a i w a  will be VZillbts 

Rirnnm, Jr. 

# K  . K ~ C A F i Y  : E-iy :;am i s  Liikc M:%:;tr X y . 

1 -mve baan a cc& n~ixter I.;E 3.i Y M : L L B .  i IMSW Q w i ~  it. 

uni9.i~ cf E i c h l ,  safety .xisir cc*rm::lic tm? . 
J: a h 0  cwn i. PXWR ths r  ik3s wlt:hir, the 

iizxc L W ~ ,  ~3 thtc'fi yo~* .a ,  will h r d e  =xpprttxl~~~t(lili i "i 

-- 
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All r:&b. %%a ~a:&.r that  ditch "z f~slr:L 

w i t : k ,  +%-feet de~.)~?.  ~IGW ew-xy f:?bk, j:iblk &$c*?lt, rv i l :  

have o m c -  of t&.ia I r! i t . .  

T h y  &nip &::to o P w l  l o w  ';hat has s 

.:apdc,ity t : j  p a r t y  A mtxen;:? a.!i:3311r T h l i - t . ~ .  ta four-iaet 

wide, &xut  wix iil-,ciies dtwp l a  wh,? itit u ~ i i ~ d l y  r u ~ i s  

Rs* wi:y In t4i.h dLreh chis  big? 

ic:e are rpcting ? i d  sf ow B I I Q T .  S h t  

is what, i t  ia. 

W e w  my prublw is, thin cpao down t I:* 

'ixi'1 le;in(, h i t %  tha kss8~n c b  the ? M \ X C I W ,  we ha\-e w h ~ t  .&? 

?a 11 5 iwmt p I ? c i %  . 

Okiry, Rs. Weo&s.cy, rsur wdinunt p n d  i i s  

g+bay to take aara cf  r;~mry:i:iny. 

NO, a i ~ ,  yctar nedheat ptt?rrl desa n e t  

t a b  ::mn cf  ixr; d r q  uf w..ar. XI.  suy %tuff  wid-&i:~!i. 

3fL : b E :  E l l ] ,  i t  c~ t chca  ir L:i:s t t tu ~ ~ A i n t c ~ i t  jmi!d. 

R%t a.rdi:wtzt px:f zm:; f u l l  a11 She 

t l ~ ? ? "  

1 &.a-3s t h x e ~  cx S.?I*AV pict t(r.:_it h d - r ~ ~  

skwiriq y~ t l d t  t l t w q  L L : ~  i ~ l r  e l l  f!k? r i a b ~ ,  irk 

:he;ze i a  .&%tar rmrnisg m r r z  off ?he s a f l l w a y .  

6.1 13: it r a i c a ,  i f  t h y  imve r3? acres, 

uactme red Irp t.bc re ,  or ?':&:, ~ 3 .  1 5 . d l  111? w&t.;.s 
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William Runzon, private c i k n  

X y  c w c i p s q ~  idfot&si ta;; t% : + p x r x n i t y ,  L ~ L  Z mi3 n01; 

bere t l  sipevpait +r, kelralf wf Arch of Xt'hiat V z q i z ~ i s ,  as 

a &mlc, I mat  to qrea4  f:>:" y n e 1 F ,  a:wl rriy f m l l y .  

nntl t h e  r.::larlvc.;, axxi ii:~ f x x i l  y and Cr.$cin,js tkx 

l i w  ~ L G U W ~  wh&.ro 2 do. 

Our i".qtic.ir Ixm :ht.ri i a  r-bur. ccal 

ixxhiutry, a& car de-eiaw to wItcrir an3 earn a i i v i n g  

fat  u G r  f n m l l y .  

I lir-sxd ud+ s?.e.ts?:wr?t earlier I w h y  thb- 

x r a l l y  k ind  of rrffenri-xl w ,  talking 1ix~11+ Eaim 

p r : > D p X $  t y .  

'fin: c t r d  i n i i u a t ~ y  :ins k,.lan y c d  fer ni..i 

a t ~ d  .zy fami ly ,  my &icei;brsra, &:id air*e hhvvs asaaod nw 

that  l ive in  our r:~nanarrrity. 

E h ?  czly c'Lu i work For a wrirfrsee mice 

q - r a t i o n ,  kmf. $3- uliy>r;str iai : ~ - t ~ i - a d  ];r\+tl a Irw hhn6e.d 

fot& f yoin n :w@pat f ng  t x t i a :  cw:q~t\np, w l a ~  ia &iiy i t  

mrf  ace mine rqx+r%t ii,ii, --  f rwa my !~ct<ir.ip. 

=ray ?re w r y  o:md rrr-.igi~b?rn- 

I keep Jwari::~ i z i ~ m ~ .  :.?w p~ok~I-:#?e d t h 

witcel- ,  and flccailng,  ad tl:i.oo cypw of iu:sarc:aj i' 

l ive h z i &  a setream, I 1i.a bei~idr tile Pcpa C X W . ; ~ ,  

"hmetir"? a t  C n q & a ,  %%wP V:?ginii4. I hwe tri OWE. 

L h w L  q x % r j r t i t x i  a k  m;; i e  A (pd ,%> i.~rl'aoor. 

-- 
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,tl 

33 y...rrt. rn L h  chu  i i . b t d 3 i i ) ,  133 P & m t k  h r_ l i e a  

rhst  ccuild tmv* r l m z ~ n  D b & t ~ i  ~ t & ~ ~ t t ? j  t: w r k  In 

t k m  tk +i.+d induxrzy. 

W &arc I. r w p ~ . s  t % ) i c ~  a:r&~s t.x-, Wf i  t &A 

23LLd ~ 1 :  ";tik' ~ & % ' J l t U ~ ~ C l t  

lrQ paw, ago, I wan .ick& to 

defe%? t h i n  c m n t r y ,  A P ~  1 did tmt ~ 7 t h  h4anqz encr 

I Q *  o yxcui3 % a b r * s n n  

' X c c k ~ ~ r ,  i 4i . c  ,t,ii a $%ZO~J A~LIJTICJI~, L ~ ~ S  

E w i l l  deP+nd ~ t ,  t L i u  ;&, a:d ;&is ermarenrrwnr, 

% r g % s w t  ~(nyb-dy td-? w&=@G r skim, *way my akb'all i r y ro 

w k t ?  ,s jnl, niy i r vc : Li .A, 

1 yrvw 4rt eru:cr:o k r i ~ u - k y  

%an f baa b-y, 3 ra,tr.to..i and fi~hrd, I 

wae 17-+por.r .>Id tprfora I awt :  r,aw s "~lrx.  

i wse P , ~ & , L  J L  y : i - x  uld L 4 n r n  1 a l w  A 

w i l d  turkc, .  

M a y ,  eary*j,.ere yim qcs, yuu ejae rr: k..e 

w q f t i ' !  drrviny ~3tr.m P1.,$ .,;sd the* y m  dnn't rur i ~ t r  

33t2 

Zkz krcrt. p L w  t o  Jeer haill ztl f c s r i t a ~ k y  

nn-3 %m'C V Z X ~ ~ J I ~ A ,  ia on 8*rr tp7ie?~d Zwd. 

Xe b v r  e l k  i~ e d ~ l r ~ r ? )  &~*tucky (-x,\~, 

i t .  haw r c i .  her. btprr: It; i b t *  ys .rza TIwf l lte or 

- - 
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Mike Comer, private citizen 

G~lud rain& on C!Aa..rlasrou, 

Weat Virginia, ac~r: Az& 0 3 ~ 1 ,  :RE :-%;WYM~, 

Sc: : wouid .jAI" ym p m ~ I  ~wmb-rgi: 

Qk3:f~ct  nr{ nbibity La v.?.:b~t r3 ivi:rg i c t  Coat 

"", vrtyiriia. I t k h k  it is 3 Cud-gi iw xight, and 1 

will defend it apainet ar:;r;l,&liy whm waxra t.o t a k a  i t  

mw,y f rot,? we=. 

'J'bmk yi.c>r; 

W. CIIliLB.XA9i: $+Lice L'ci;;er 

Tkdn the ~m.w q~r-3krsi: will be ZJelacn 

Sr.:lail. 

MR . C(XE.:E'B :  XI'^ :if ?; $1 :tix~:~. i t  i R a 

~ ~ ~ C I C U L B  L O  bi ):Z.TGJ t?:i*> L ~ P t ~ i f w m .  

14y rmw i e  Elks ':',rmr. I axir f r m  

Chr l c i j t r r n ,  Wen? V*I.'+qIPL>, b~:: 1 WAS b3t-e and raikd 

d:,wn I n  fl-l.u*?Li+.l::i, W e t  V i r y k ~ a ,  Ykrccr Cixmtpl ,  

ei~i~in-~hvzti %;st U i ~ g l r . b a .  

TEw S L I L ~  ti?+% :TIT 3 ~ . ~ i ~ d f ~ l r c h e r .  - -  imt h my 

par id fa them - -  were ml;r,wb nn3L:3m?r~s, hauled 

i:cci4.1. , 

&:y t&LI.irir w&n 13 a~baerkwm for n 

d i . s z r ibu to r  is ec?:t-Iie-rr, Wi;? V I r g i r r k u ,  BWJ t r ~ m e l e d  

rim r o d  f ia i&.  a!; c f  ti& I i f * .  Ekeny t i m e s  dur.irq 

ch!+ nztmrcar, 1 b:*>ii<i t r a w ;  with x io l .  

MTMIVF Draft PElS Public Comment Compendium Section t3 - West Virginia AfZIernmn Session 



Nelson Jones, Madison Coal Supply 

2 c 

il c-m say ti.l;it i w+,m acl.ac&tud i n  Wtccal: 

*." * i ig in i z r ,  and I cl;%;.-* :o lit.@ f a  C%G: V i r c j i ~ ~ i a .  

kt.  t f a  $,in= "m-., f x - a  ;r:&t: 1! lisw he% 

ab le  t 3 i"ei;l, ~1,;11 k ~ ~ s  U+O< A tj i i .&?: f I it-rtd trz 

K3bt v i ~ y i n i * .  

Tk.roa$i the cant rjj3:i~ ism h e b  t ~ 1  r . h  

.- .....,- wr.., m i  i w ,  t-krcoiqh rlza p4yrall G, t F ~ * - ~ u g h  taxes 

paid,  

At  ti-6 oo*rr; ti:., rtcw 1 a:!: a i i s ~ c i a t a i l  

wirh %it& Eaxilr. Dnlrcd &:A i m  Fha laxcpla ' .  

ira?-p~n-riant k-;?nk ir, ;Am: V i ~ q ! n i n .  Frr have c;v% 

$1 b i l l  i;ri war?tb: ;): We; . s t  Yi?.gi.nia, and ilbxtt 1 . C O T  

~ : v & d < Y > ~ ~ $ c ~  . 
At the saxe t i w  , we are ,dep.g~n&n a p n  

rile W%$t V b r q i . r , i a  f.cor.ci?y. E w  Wrrt V i r g i n i a  bs:oncmry. 

is dq+fi&?rit up,$: ~ L ; Q L ,  k ~ o t ? ~  O I J ~ C . C G ~ Y  ?hrcrt~";lk t"?ixse, 

a:td ~?i&lre .v t  1 y LLruuuh pa.)izu21. 

Our cuntc~::ertt+ ::;i:.e C S ~ .  Gur custcntevls 

ale p~,p l8 :  idrc-. :;vl7.k :i: :ha :v.:rm, oz.: ruwrowm arb 

;i1m h a i n c l r s u e  ?h2t m:::c ;eun,. 

At ti:* miw e im,  we have k w  r qxwi l en t  

of; he: C~S~UCIWL?~ t h t  h.'ri% B ~ : . ~ ~ L C S ~ ,  93d depnded, 

mil w~-i+~3 rhc .w L- .w l&c?sem d i r s c r l y  i n  rhe CM: 

.i nrhst  1 y . 
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Bob Gates, private citizen 

iq.w k ~ d  .;~-:ii cci&;g ~ E L C  9~cis c u m ~ ~ y .  ' Y k  tc~i.~ 

re$.~lnt i f i n  WB place ~lpm C C ~ :  p*:x3uct i511 h e m ,  El:* 

le:::: coal vm p~r?dui:a, ?.he :;*;:-n we i : .pr t .  

'Tk;.: t I*t b..: d f 02. sll. ;d :im . 
WO c s ~ d  t.r: ch a LX~CC?L. jsb LEI a l l  t1l:st 

we k, but. pbzaxe cff izr  : *B  t h e  opp.srtairity to wi.rk, 

w ... '., cwitiniir r.3 r ~ l r a  c . . L ~  f ~ * . - i : l ? ~ :  !ZWW? *:> rmk4 tb i r .  

at.$? I . s t w ~ !  . 

F i x  w c r  $ 2  par.%, L nnvo a t t m c l d  al:d 

pxit~ci~"':ec! ic rvanF;z I?: chi; a ~ i d i t ( 3 ~ i u m .  Thita 

au3i:nriurn NAU &+id f ~ r ,  i n  li,*i~* pa::, by t he  

?.::pl:,pr~* i n  LI.:ia 2 . 7 ~ .  Wsl :A Lh:>ai. ~ T L )  YOD~?- IWW, 

Sut plc,ioc. lat ck;i> Y:OBC 15.2 UG cmi+i i r i i ? ~ ~  ti? w:i k . 
T t ~ n k  y . ~  . 
HR. C W i T E W V  : Tk'-:~lf, pu 

Ottr r;itxt. cpk , i+ i *cs -  w i l l  hi..: rk?rk:r G r i + : ' : t l : .  

Mk. CiWkbi: : ax Gatbe. 

5 l i v e  i n  i:i.tarhtl^rin. 

W.i di..ugkte?- *was korrr in  !,~+33n County .  

Ae a fiimmfij:, T nsv:. yu:~c &ara tr, Lh?. 

Llw&d areas arid t d k c 3  sit?; c.2al .fj.sirci m s i & m L e ; ,  

cii+?:::tscail w i t h  t h i n ,  a:;4 .%sked tZw:r. 6.rikexe tliiy 

thnir.~ht thws 3 nc.redil';in f :,%a!% f l -x#ls ram f r c m ,  m c l  

W ~ Z L  t t b a y  k l x j x q k ~  t ltc r auhri.d we ~ t .  . 

Sirr?&h Cuaz.?c. ikq Creel, Uillgkwr 

iL;illta?;d at 13.artor14y, ir'lrite :?sk C ~ s a k ,  walls of wzter 

car* dl-bm bhc~w i?.? L.#~?.RK, 

J $raw:, aot. or.: y ':li k d  e o tix: 

r * u i d * w t n ,  1 b:ri.u- lwakorl aL tl:a iiriir.;$, f lxivu y x a i r :  

:wcs th ndnwd, t f : ~ ~ e  ~~1:s of water alri*? from 

xxmtsint , ,q?  remva2jwa?ley f i l l s .  

tSut to w:zt ~ C K  t hil. Xytw <:I d,iw&%. @ t 

w a r  

Batwami rm;:mtai::lcc%a x r e ~ * s ~ a l  in ccutV&rn 

Nest V i r q i n i a ,  m,d strsp-siilpxd r i d w ~ i n g ,  47 

caw:atn it i ?.:s h1i'&1 k:& $1 &sL lapJ, C) C'  dai?;lg.?d: 12 , G 6 1: 

* 
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1 cui: c n  czpp~uxlu*d:rly $ J  Jiifovoc~ 

r.:iswi: I n  one w x t  h. P yo ~ r c r u a &  - a d  L @ern t t r n n ~  .xi l . 

Z I b ~ e  m:.t ee*r A I : ~  t h a t  ?ire :~r*t C:-ying Phcir  P e s t  tic 

: zk:.> pare $:,f the our: r ~:m*~:, t  . 
I sns ni2r 3 coal :aimr. 1 am s f ~ r b x L I  

c;ce*:%. NC:S ti*: rr>ac;w; rXay h i e d  zw waa i;ci:aase : 

krr~aw tbwe p y c .  1 k s w w  qoys at A z c ~ ,  T ~ J X W  p;mm ~t 

%mis.ey, arid i k r o w  c p y 8  a:. i : ~ ? ~ h ~ d y ,  K:in.swh% E l i ~ r  

'k ::.;.iml6, 1 kr;wd t k & w  i;-".~p: ". 
Ar,d cverpA-.e rs 1 9, ":"ley a m  tlkir:q 

cn?e n f  t h ~ !  ~ W ~ ~ C P . U I S I ' . * . .  h d  T knaw m=t*nuao t ~ i a r  ?re 

.-"runiny r : w x .  w .  I w*0 i-.*i R i l f a C j  ihrr { i l . l*~*f  day, 

ankt EX,: kx.;ir&s I.UC W B L .  2,s y ~ ~ ~ ? L i i q  L O  a ya r lxkv  c u ,  

1 was up i r i  Z h y  Ct:;jrnty, wkitirz 1. ~ P W R  

~ 1n. 

Wliicl; E al.ir;alcl h%v+> trokd y s l  w l l a r r  i 

1 k q  
A & -  

g ~ r w  UP. X y m w  up i r i  Ci-ty Ci(,&nty, i n  a d1mL1 nifiilag 

c-:%?m% i r  j n*irm& W i&r; , 

f ern 6t:-y~s:.a oEd. PZmn 1 was 13, t k S p  

t i&w.l.ram3 that pl~:cc, r.b: r t c c k  ..-an is1 a&, Ycv 

e.4da' t  s w i m  t r i  i t .  T ~ w i y ,  the t i3Jmr Ptn t : ick, it 

io e k i a  big % ~ e u h A ,  i i s d l c n . ?  i q ? ,  54-ye.r.ru grwth .  

The n t m m  ia c i*an  a d  2:::mir:g wi th  t m u t ,  811 

ix-cnw~; I:& i:m: carry-say w:! r sp t k*. '"2 artdl c? v m e d  ' t 
ilp. 

T h y  YM&! t . i ~ % t  pi&.% Irrg:trs if ul &;din. 

I t  :u  a m 2 4 t q  EXW :xa:ur* c m r  ~Ful -b ia l :  ?I 

~ i l ' ~ r : r t r j i r - i & + .  W 6  ti: t 4 i ~  cod: pac.pl s ' a  :t@lp a d  nar i:m, 

i t car] LM < h u e .  

Yeu kkct.,w, I w ~ i I d  8 1 8 ~  w r i t e r  mtoriae: for 

the i S l ~ r l i ~ w m  h ( r ; ; ~  !&si &x:x; rjld ? x i @  cr :hwln Irkat. 

hciw~.: d i ~ ~ p p ~ ~ r a i i .  

11: the ;=st 5: l caro ,  t l m  BceLe uf $%st 

Virginia, ts.:au~.x w;r kid3 h03.*3: t . " ~  Zcave, wit h d v ~  

10-5: 161 high kcl?s:r?>,~. 

IAmfi ,  ' ~ "b t .  ::.: a Jo t  oE p a c ~ h ;  1%. 

#a& ; ata wx;ci: :y Gira& c k ~ n ,  and 1 am U p  

to 15. Am1 th ue;rar..ii Z aw doing it i n  I eqant c2;cr;a 

?Id +?:wnc to k t n r t  <p?tk?ny ra&*?m. 

"+I i d ,  . at*: &wy,L!,:;, this i s  a k u L  5:a'L, 

- 
MTMNF Draft PEIS Public Comment Compendium B-4 83 Section B - West Virginia Afternoon Session 



Ed Pdullterr, private citizen 

;I"+ 

uL yzw a i l  oa tlx yariol 1:wre o'wr +mr)iud in tki.2 cira; 

i x P 4 ~ t  ry? 

Wei~lC! ~ B U  r a t r e  pxir ;:and': 

B R .  CZL4LKtt':R: Asai n, i r.~:.wirad y , I ,  ~ 1 %  

p n @ i  &UL~ T d :  ;IT*LbaJ. q'&b?Y! ic?:id. 

%Fa, GIIIFFZTXt 05, I ' W  8orry. 

f dtdn't r e - ? i l y  c w n  i n .  

TI:* uttrax t h i : ~ ~  i s  th-ia: It. I aw gx!ng 

rt, c s a c t i  firorl;ial;, snQ i rlc& to j:nr?.< kxjmskhin~,  ;: hm 

gain"$ t c r  m e  %lilal.. 

Tf i am p i r . 9  ro a iae  c n w l ,  'I want %.a 

t a l k  to a cml  nh:.rrcr: C l l q  k:wd. 

Tim u o  g q r  ehdt  %xi, get <i:rg uy: 1 5 6 : ~ ~  t i :& 

axe coa1 ruiners kww,  tinz~r yrxn &nl?: cp c p t  a Iwy+rr  

tn have a g a c d  f co tba i  l t qnw, y w ~  :pi qet a n o t f ~ l f  %%:mi 

eaoeh" 

K d k  c w  t2.e . * rn j r : c r t a ,  

T.&k I%> U%Vn?t2&&" 

Thy knew wtjrb't 3.a qning em. 

'%fink p u  voj G:X!I. 

V i  , CXWLEXlDI: C t i  %inter . 
%en tlw next ~k"9.2k.e~ *#ill be Karxeo 

H i 1 t . m .  

M R  . P.&XK2 $3 : ScX 13 , 3.lp :%&tr<: 1 s I*:<% 
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; t 

v m d o r  ss~sri-c-$3 Lo t h  : ~ i n i i : ~ ~  indudtq. And WB AL.% 

9~3e of t hrorr cowpanim . 
X r m  rhe oic+r,t. cT th?%m k e y s .  My 

x*?Pie:r, 4~ 3 ratrirad scis::r:if:awciwr, aru3 my t a k b e r  .la ri 

r e t r r c d  i;t..:.ilwzrker. My lzr:t&*.te and I all y ~ ; x d r : + . t ~ ~  

f n o m  Stat.e-cu~~rted mriv+rsieiaw. 

Up% ".rd?1.~1t i a w  , J was r he nnl y 3n.r t b t  

fo:t:td alp.tpicywrt. i n  t h i s  c?:.,&ca, &ni~t w i t  b u t  Lhs 

.a- in in&~ i i lduut iy ,  a n d  ny c ~ ) i r - Y ' U  ~ 3 1 "  in uub35u~t.ay 

c : r w  bnduar ry, 1 w,m;d i-s.va had ?a kws laf t the 

stat-?., sl GO, 

&irrl.&trt.ti ol: t!;~:. :4xting. I Iri.v+<: bas-* at:lt:. 

LO at.~otc@li&h w i r i ~ t  r m u t  ~t .j0 wish to du;.ilnp.~Linh ;r. 

R U r  l iv.W%: L'm fl hi;rm, rdh:6 a fabixy. ~ @ l l i $  :QUT 

c:hbl drsn tc c d  l e y + .  

T h ~ p :  t 43 i:c ;>:: .; mi;*' to ks. 3b I R L c i l ~ ~  

ttm: . 

I knew r hsr r.:sriy uE Y ~ L I  mjlrml, just b0 

I do, I*? t he  mtsi? c p w t h  st Ce>: r r r i dz .~  O. I h n m  

of i err wm&+?r/r~IT w k  re th.2 pc@ a :and ti le mm:y ccfnzs 

fxgm til. ~wpp~rt t h h i  1w~t21 ~f gfaw:h. 

Wcp31, i do:,': think t h t  it is cornir.q 

f.r=~m the n w h x  of nwi~: , fa ,z t~k. i 'z lq  j:-i?.% ?hat W+ nm? 

Itaw b w n  dil,lo t.u a t t . ra~-*.  vu ehis  ~ : Q L + ?  in tkas  :ASE 

-- 
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- <, 
; i I. 

cb~cade , iL i r , ~ w e  r r t xn  -.:;z:i-n.l wm+ii, ~ t r d  tht? C J ~ ~ E ~ P ; @  

t h a t  e u p p r t  r k.nt iKdcs: r-f . 

n - . ~ i ~ k  ynli, 

I%. t.'FiA?RXkT: Wcir.r'r.n Hil? rm. 

b%. iiiL%i;?i : 'i%a:.k p u ,  i p i k  l e n m i ~ ,  Ec;r 

y.:.:ir t brre t r ;duy,  at.& ~rm~sn. 

'Pa::! raa'arrss, i didn't see y m .  

'Kkdxk yc& dl i fl.>r ~ax.in<j wt kcday. 

ti? I:+IW is W&zrsr: Xilton. 

I ria f ~ * o ~  Be: .R lw j ,  K@st  i i i v q i a l ~ .  

I AIPL B irF"L'Y s ~ T ~ s ?  * ~ L V ~ X C # X ? X ~ ~ I ~ A ~ ~ L .  

I SQB L.,i;r; &~W:^U; :Ob Of ~ , ~ e i : . h h l  & 3 ~ .  YL 

t i w s  p"nt.  

I &: .q?pr% i.2: e wry m~21 t lw pmp:@ 

".Fiat h a m  ~ ~ k s l ;  iwx-a t cuky ,  the ~ . :w imnmnt .n1  people 

..:la:: l i . 3 ~ ~ :  c..xw 'iut e:vd st:ojben wi la t  Lhl:y I ~ r : l  . 
- ',-. ,:t.&~ ap$zc.rl&ia t h.5~ -vel  niit ie~-% tliat 

itavir c::rm s r t t  t .?~5ay. 

J wt:? r f i w  you :gar a l i t t l r  bit cf 

nis '<?ty.  nv c c y s x y ,  crzy fx:ri ly, waw jrtv.r?'lvccf In the 

c a l l  t u a i n a e : ~  a l r i c ~  ti:fi c c ~ l y  39's. 

% k& w a r  1, OCC. p q s l ~  w r k i n g  i n  

rliff.zr+nt k ind6  nfkta;&it:t;a~snn, w ~ c k  an fexminq, 

2,*? tl s tiusil- cur^, ti*? II,.~)'. euC393 brr.zinr?se, 
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West Virginia Evening Session 
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9 PUBLIC HEPIRING 
Draft Programt i c  EXS 

I0 Moudtazntop Mmrng/Valley Fills in Appalachian 
Charleston, Hest Virginla 

11 July 24, 2003 

Evening Sssaion: 7-11 
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Mark A Taylor, chairman, West Virginia evening session, opening comments 

2 
Mark A Tclylor, Chatrman, US Army Ct.xps of lngrnuers 

3 
Jeff Cokex, Office of Surface Mining 

4 
Mrtch Snow, U S Fish & Wlldlzfe Servlcs 

5 
Russell Hunter, WV Dept of Envlronmntal Prntectxon 

6 
Hllllam J HcEfmn, US-EPA 

Katherine Trntt. U 8 Army Carps of Engmeers 
8 

l. 5 The Corps of Engineers, U.S 

16 Enviranmental Protection Agency, U.S. Fish and 

17 Wildlife Service, W.S. Office of Surface Mining, and 

18 West Virginia Eepartment af Environm@ntal Protection, 

19 joint public meting was held at 7 : O O  p.m., 

20 July 24,  2003, at the Charleston Civic Center, 

21 Charleston, West Virginia before Mlchrtle Q .  Hankino, 

22 Court Reporter. 

P R O C E E D I W G S  

MI? CHAfRMfrN Gwd evenlnq 

I would llke to welcome yau hpre to the 

publlc hcarzng on the draft Mountamtop Mining 

Programtnatxc Environmental fmpttct Statement 

We wlll begrn with some general 

~nfommatlon about the fa~ilfties here 

This 1s a noa-smaklng ffailxty We ask 

that yeu go outside the burldlng to S M ~  

Please note the locatlon of the 

emargancy exsts. Xn the event of an emeryenq, 

proceed rn afi orderly fashzon as gulckly as pobisxble 

to the3 nearest exits from the building 

The restrooms for the facility are 

lecatad out the back doors here, to the left, and 

then to the left again 

ApproxlmateLy every hour, or so, durlng 

the cgurse of the hearmg, we vxll call far a 

flve-minute comfort break 

Hopefully, thzs wsll pro-ride ~lufflczenr 

oprtuntty for everyone to take a break, arid no one 

wzll need miss what 1s sa~d here todey. 

As rcxr entered the forum, you had to 

have notlccd the regmtratlon table. We hope that 

- 
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everyone registered as you came in. 

If by some chance you dxdni t , we ask 

that you take a moment to regxster hefure you leave 

People will no dmbt he cmang and gang throughout 

the hsarlng, and thls 3s the only way that we have to 

get a reasonable, aceusate rdea of the public 

pilrt~capation at these haarlngs 

Even more importantly, if you came here 

today wlth the Intent of speakrng at the hearmg, m u  

must complete a reg%stratlon card. 

If you plan ta speak and haven't already 

regastered, pleaac. go back end register as a speaker 

now. 

If there rs anyone who cannot came up en 

the p-dlum to speak, please motion for me, and I will 

be slttlng here at the table and I will. bring a 

w~reless mlcrcrphone down to the front of the atage 

Let us all be courteous to the speakers 

bf turninp off aur cell-pl~ne ringers, and be 

respectful of the speakers, regardless of thexr paant 

of view 

Everyone's point of vxrrw 1s Important, 

and in Tazrness to all pints of view, please respect 

each speaker up here thls evening 

7 

with that sald, let's trmve to a mre 

substmtaal part of tbt public henrxng. 

As you may well know, as part of the 

December 1998, Settlemat Agreement, the agencxes 

represented here on atage today, agreed to 

partscrpste in the preparation of a Pragrarnmatlc 

$nvironmental Inpact Statement, on the Impact: of 

mountamtop mxnlng and thexr asssixiated valley fxlls. 

The purpose af this Programmtlc RIS, as 

specifred in the sl?ttlewnr agreement, was: 

" .  . ta conelder deteloplng agency 
pdlcies, guidance, and ecllrdinated agency 

decls~on-making pmcessrte to mmlmlze, Cc the maxkmum 

extent pract$cabla, the adverse snviranmamtal effects 

to waters of the Vnxted States. and eo fxsh and 

wildlife resources, affected b-f mwtaxntap mining 

operations, an8 to environmental resources that could 

JM affected &f the srse and locations of excess wpozl 

d~sposal sites in valley fills " 

in the tzms perrod sznm the 8ettlmedt 

agreement, the agencies have dllzgently warked on the 

ESS, The agencies' effoxts accumulated an the 

development and release of this axaft $IS ctccumtmt 

for public review on May 29th 

--, -*--------- --------- 
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The usual revlew pcrlcd for a draft EIS 

18 45 Clays 

Sowover, recc-gnx z m g  the widespread 

mterest In the document, and the need to pro-glde 

additional time for the public work their way through 

the complexztles of its content, we have extended the 

tme frame for review and comment 

A 90-days publ~c revlew period, and 

coment period, will close at the end of business on 

Auw§t 39, 2003 

Thss 1s the second of tvio public 

hcarmgs In association wlth the development of tbls 

document 

The purpose of these hearings 1s to hear 

ymr cmments on the draft EIS 

We cannot respond to your coments 

during the hearxng 

Your romaents will be transcribed, and 

we will reapwid to them an wrltxng as part of the 

f mal EIS 

We are here today to listen to you T o  

hear what ycu have to say relevant to the contmucd 

dwelopment of the EIS document 

We recngnzze that many organlzatlons, 

and indxv~dualsl, want to comment So we bve 

structured these sesslona to offer as many as 

pws~ble the opportunity to do eo 

Thla sessron runs from 7 to 11 p m , 

thm evening. So we m y  be sure that we have 

prwided everyone who may choose to speak an 

oppc~rtuniiq to do $30, wa must liinxt ymr speakzng 

time to five minutes 

Some of 1-ou may have more ccimments than 

can be addresfled In flw minutes 

If so, you are encouraged to submlt 

these additional thoughts and comments in writlng. 

fou do not need to speak here tonlgkt to 

submit coments 

YQU m y  submit wrsttm c m ~ n t s  to 

Mr John Forren, V S EPA, 1650 Arch Street, 

Bhxladelphia, Pennsylvsmla, 19103, through the closs 

of the comment pcrlod, an August 29, 2003 

'&la a8dress is located on the flyer 

that yo& recexv~d at the registratson table 

Me have alm prowdd a comment box st 

the reqietratton tables. 

If you choooe to, you may place your 

wrlttcn cwwmnts on the draft $16, In that box, and 

- , ,  
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we w l l l  see tha t  they a r e  considered, along with the 

ether wrlt ten and ora l  comment. 

As we contmue with t d a y ' e  publlc 

hearing, we avuld l i k e  t o  take a few minutes t o  make 

you aware of sems of ttte ground rules for  t h ~ s  

hearing, and Bescribe how we intend t o  proceed. 

A s  i n d ~ ~ d t ~ d  on the sign-sn in to  

buildincz, f o r  safe ty  reaeone, and so tha t  a l l  of the 

partscipanta can see a t  the p u b l ~ c  hearing, we have 

asked tha t  everyone please rafxaln from bringing In, 

or drsplaymg slgns,  banners, o r  posters,  m t o  the  

bui ldrnsj 

we ask tha t  you please be courteous as 

others are speaking, and ref ra in  from expressions of 

suppart, o r  crppasltion, t o  comments a speaker i s  

mkmg 

One of the thing# tha t  1 noticed, when 

yw applaud f o r  a speaker, in the e a r l i e r  aese~otrs 

enday, you take away fsm t M r r  t m e ,  l e t ' s  please 

not a0 tha t  

As we proceed through the hearing, i f  

you have a need, f a r  whata*fer reasan, t o  reference 

the d r a f t  EI6, or  eppe?ndlcas, copies of these 

documenra a r e  avallable f o r  reference In  the  foyer, 

entrance way. 

Also, ~f you did not already recexve a 

CD vsrsxon of the d r a f t  EIS document, a l i m t e d  

number of CD's of the d r a f t  document a re  available a t  

the reference table a t  a f i r s t - c m a ,  f i r e t - s e r v e  

h s x e .  

Tf we rua out,  end you weuld l ike  t c  

receive a cupy of the CD, y m  may a lso  leawe Iwur 

name, and a&xesa, with the peraon a t  the refarenee 

dmk, and ix fb of the d r a f t  Bacunwtnt w i l l  be malled 

t o  you. 

As pseviouslji s ta ted ,  i n  order t o  speak 

a t  t h i s  hearing, you w e t  regllater a t  the 

registration desk i n  the  foyer, or the  entrance way 

Indicating pxar desire t o  speak. 

If you did not come here latending t o  

speak, but cMnge youu mxnd during the course of the  

hearxng, you, too, m e t  regxeter a t  the reggistratmn 

deak 

Our planned five-minute comfort break, 

approxrntately every hour, shunld prwade an 

opportunity f o r  you t o  registier t o  speak, i f  j'm 

haven't already &me so. 

You m y  not registel- t o  speak, and then 
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gzve any partzon of your speaking tzms to anyone 

else 

f f you speak, and do not take the full 

five mlnutea allotted, we wlll proceed wlth the next 

speaker: ~1 the list. 

No one pcraon may speak ntort? than once 

W e  will be caltmg nut the names of those people who 

nrg~lcd up to speak in the order of which are received 

them 

1 will announce each parson, as well as 

the next name. 

In order to keep thmgs tnmxng aLt 

effic~cntly as possible, as a speakex is comzng up on 

the pod~um to speak, the nexL person to speak 1s 

asked to mve towards the p d l u m ,  and slt here at the 

httom of the staxre 

Again, you must limtt your cmments t o  

no mcre than f lve minutes 

At the four-minute mark, we will hold up 

a card sndrcating that you have one m~nute remaining, 

so that you can bcglri wandlng rSp ybur c9ments 

In fa~rness tc everyone wha ~ishes to 

 peak, when we hold up the card xndzcatlng that your 

tzm has expired, pleas?? end Fur carmentu 

1 Jf you have more aomente, or ' ~ w t  want 

2 to submit written mmtm~ts, you m y  glace them in the 

3 box at the registration table that was prffvrded for 

4 receivtng written comments, or mall them to the 

5 prt?viously ident~fled ERA Philadelphia address, 

6 kgarn, all ccmentn will be trmscrzbed 

7 We ask those that are speaking to please 

8 speak clearly, loudly enouah to be heard, and be 

9 mndful. of the fact that the trawcribffir is trymg to 

10 catch everything jx~u are haying. 

11 Also, pleame dlrect the microphone 

12 rcnvards you, it 1s kmd of dircctadnal, so please cln 

13 that, each person that comes up 

14 If the transcrib~s ts havmg diff~culty 

15 hearing, or understandxng what you are saying, they 

16 may stop you, end ask IOU to speak up or repeat what 

17 you have sald 

18 We ask that you began spftakxng by 

19 clearly stating your Exrst and last names, and 

20 indicating the comnunxty, and State that you are; 

21 from. 

22 When Lranscribed, the oral comments ancl 

23 wrltten c m m e n t s  will be rncarporated intc a Cement 

24 Summary fkcument, and will be a part of the frnal EIS 
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11, West Virginia Environment Council 

document 

All comments v111 be coneidersd ln 

davelapmcnt of the final EIS document 

Coples of the Cmoment Sumnary Document 

wsll be avdxlable upon request in assaxlatxm wrth 

the p~Jblxcatl~ln of the final 6IS document 

Again, I would lzke to emphas~ze that we 

all be courteous to the speakers 

The first speaker tonlght 1s 

Mary Ellen 0 Fasrall 

The second speaker will be 

Chrrs Hamalton 

If you all wauld llke to come? on 

f ornard 

Mhlle they are rltoing thac, I wllZ ask 

that each of the agency reprssentatlves up here at 

the table to please intraduce themeelves 

MR COKER I am Jeff Cokclt with the 

Gffzce of Surface Plannlng 

MR SHOW lifltch snow u s hsh & 

Wlldllfe Servzce 

MR M E R  1 am Rue% Hunter with the 

West Vlrgmia Department oE Envzronmental Protection 

MR WOFFMlW I am Bill Hoffman, wrth 

15 

the Envrronmental Protgctl~n Agency 

EaS T R O W  Catherme Tratt w~th the 

Ccrrpe of &nglni3e?r8, 

lvra CHAIRMAN Thank you 

MS O'PRRRBLL. G m d  evening 

My name 1% Mary Ellen O'Pazsell 

I have laved almost a11 my life hare In 

Charlestrm I am a natrve West V~rg-glnla, 

This year, I am the Preslaent of Werit 

Virgmla Envzronment Councll, an$ I consider myself 

an enptlrmlhental extremat 

I cannot claim to represent the puknta 

of view of everyone In the Envxromental. Counc~l, but 

I thmk the sdeas that I will present, are certaxnly 

understod by the mmhrshlg of the Rnvlronment 

Counc a l 

I think the most ellant fact about 

mwmtamtog removal mining, as it is practiced in our 

state, I s  that in our state alone - -  according to 

current practices - -  over 900 milea of mmntam 

streams and waters h ~ v e  been destro:iod 

This ie wxally indefensible 

Coal mnes do not have the rzght to 

squander the future of our chllrgrtn 

-". --*---- 
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Chris Hamilton, West Virginia Coal Association 
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Our children and grandchildren will 

depend on these watera tor health, for bezuty, for 

recreation, and perhaps for llfe xtself 

In the Middle East, people are murdermg 

each other aver water rights 

in the western states, In bur Country, 

people are in cart orex water rrghts. 

Thls is only gorng to get worse 

God h a  bles~ed our state rxchly wlth 

abundant waters 

What wrll we say to cur chxldren when 

they ask us why we allowad th~s squandermg to take 

place? We can say, Honey, Z1m sorry, but the Csal 

Associatxon sard that xt just bad to be thw way 

Or maybe we could answer, Yes, zt is a 

sham, but Maasey said that it would be so much 

harder to do it any other way 

Mountaintop removal mmrng, as ~t is 

currently practicnrl in our state, re obscene It is 

a blasphctmous oecrllegious offense against thm warld 

that Gad has made 

Thank you very much for these five 

mmutes 

MR CHAIRMAN Chrxs Hamilton 

And then after Mr Hamzlton, 

Scott Collvnt zar 

MR W I L T O N  Owd evening 

I am Chrls Namlltcrn Vxce Pree-xdent of 

the West Virgrnza Coal Assecxatlon 

Lifelong resident of West Vlrgmia, wnd 

1 currently live xn Charleston here 

i speak to p u  tanqht to urge the  

ad~ptron and xmplementatlon of Alternative 3, whlch 

contemplates a rmne pennittxrlg process, which i~ 

based on the xlea that all proposrtd min~ng pernuts 

are conaidered Ne2tionwldaP Parmxt 21. 

Central to thm alternative appmach, 

the overall permitting responoabrl+ty, rests wlth the 

state's SMltCA agency This is the best psslble 

strategy, to maxzmize itff~clswies amng government 

agencies, and wzthzn the mine pcrmlttrng process 

itself 

We maxntain that matters xn%*olving 

admmistrat1ve control, account&sbrl~ty, axhd 

consistency, are also optrmized through this 

approach 

Furthermore, the alternative berneflts, 

for all parties involved, being government, citxzens' 

-------- , , 

- 
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g r o u p ,  coal mlners, a l lke ,  here i n  West V ~ r g i n l a  

Before proceedlag fur ther  wlth my 

spec i f lc  remarks, I would l l k e  t o  f i r s t  of a l l  

compliment 811 four Federal agencies, and the S ta te  

agency, for  a job well done 

In  large moaauss, due t o  your dxllgence 

and professional approach wlth thss  co~qxehenaiva 

study, we naw have a document before us that  grovx&s 

the neoded a c l c n t % f l r  evidence, an& regulatory 

] u ~ t z f ~ c a t x o n  t o  &SsUre tha t  West Virg ln la ' s  e m 1  

~ndustx-y, w i l l  remain a viable par t  of the countr>,  

and the world's energy mlx 

The E X ,  an drafted,  w i l l  a l so  assure 

thar thouaand~ of West Vxrgznia coal mlners a re  

earnlng a l lvrng here, put thexr children through 

school, focd on the tab le ,  and continue t o  m r k  and 

l i v e  zn our nmuntam s t a t e  

Xncidently, they a lso  hunt, and fish, 

and onloy a l l  of the recreatxonal benefzts tha t  we 

have 

We mpport  the draf t  EtS. We believe xt 

embracss current regulatory, and complrance 

programm~ng . 
I t  c lear ly  upholds exlst lng cxtractron 

14 

tecfulolagles, and recognizes tha t  they're mmzmal and 

temporary -=pacts can be adequately addressed 

Finally,  3 t  recagnires tha t  yolr can 

develop your energy-rlch retsourcen and towism 

industrlen,  while mamtamlng a high level of 

mnvrrcuunental laws 

Under the thrrd a l te rna t ive ,  which we 

ad-mcats, the prrzgram and agency beet qualified and 

s l tua ted  to renew and issue mining permre,  would 

f m a l l y  be empowered t o  do so.  

The S t a t e ' s  SMReA authority, has the  

expertzse t o  t r a i n  personnel, and most xmportantly, 

the prac t rca l ,  on-theground Imcwlsdge of mming In 

West Vxrglnla, tha t  qualxfy them as the most Zogglcal 

Wency t o  lea& the psrmlttmg process 

Under Alternative 3 ,  these attributes 

are f ina l ly  gtmntifxed by Federsl egancles, rea l lamg 

tha t  West Vxrginians a re  best su i ted  t o  make 

dociaions tha t  a f fec t  the fu ture  enviranmntal  s t a t e ,  

as well a s  the e t s t e  of the local  s ta tcw~de ccbnomles 

here In West Virginia 

In f a c t ,  the only rea l  difference tha t  

w e  ascertasned between Altematzve 2 ,  w h x c h  tend* 

t o  - -  a t  l e a s t  ~t appears for them t o  say - -  be the  

--, . ,  , 
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Scott Gollwitzex, private citizen 
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gwternmnt's praferrad outcome - -  and Alternative 3, 
whlch the coal rndustq 1s advocatmg, 1s the 

con~olzdatzcsn of permrtring autharxty under the 

State's SMRCA agedcy. 

All of the env~rmmntal proceea 

benefltn, such as £121 m~nxmrzatran, the derelopment 

of reforestrtzon guraelines, enhancsd flnoding 

e-aluat xon pmcedures, will continue, if ~lta-snatrvn 

3, 1s rmplenenteci 

It one conslders the techn~cal 

mxy~lerxity of thxs SMRCA permlt appllcstxon, and 

regulatoxy review rn cemjxwctron wrth the fradznge of 

the EIS, mplementation of AlternaLlve 3 ,  1s clearly 

the logleal conclualon 

The C;MfhCA procem rn and of itself, ra 

one uf the mosL datalled an& complex environmental 

rcgulat~ry review@ xn existence 

The State of Weet Vlrsmxa has add@ 

details md complex rulen to rts mme regulatory 

program, that clearly exceedg corresp~ndrng mzolng 

Federal regularmns, or any ather ape-8ed program 

found An any otber place, or any other -jurrsdrctron 

more dotazled data cc7lectzun and 

analysrrr rs xcqulred of the mlne applicant of West 

14 404 permit 

15 

16 

17 

18 alternative 

19 

23 

2 1 

22 

23 

24 

Virginla 

Clearly, we have the most corplex 

detemxnatian process that exxate anywhere In the 

nat a o n  

Me have squally dtsmandmg requirements 

wxth regpect to £laad control, pwt-mne land use, 

valley fill construction, bond release appl~catione, 

and mny orher area and aspects a£ State law that 

are t w  numyarous to raention. 

The state-rssued S;WRCA penart, 

especrally ae admnistered in West Vrrgzn~a, is 50 

&tarled and full of envirmmental analysis, that zt 

clearly 1s rhr aquzvalsnt of an indlvrbual fiect~m 

In closrng, I would just like to say - -  

AUDIFSiCE WMBER: Your t i ~  is up 

MR. HAMILTON: Choose the third 

Than); you 

MR CW1IIBMAN. Mr Scrztt Gwllwirzer. 

The next speaker wrll be tarry Emerenn. 

Larry Bnmwm. 

MR COLLMZTZFR. Can you hear me? 

It x 5  a rhetorrcal queotxan actually 

- 
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because you never listen 

My ~mme 1s Scott GOllwltzer 

Where I am from is xrrelovant. I am a 

citizen of this country, and this xra a publlc 

meeting, snd I am gomg tr, speak 

Loaklng at you, zt 1s great to ace flve 

sgenclcs, four Federal and one State agency, 

Yr;u are not separate, thaugh, you are 

the same We haw a tern for that rhat 1s bullding 

in the envxronmantal comunity, 1t 1s called the 

ammsndus txy 

Thxa refers to the inexpl~cable treo 

between the Rwh Adminmtration and hzff cirmpelgn 

contributors. 

I 3uet wanted to thank you, and brxng 

that to your attentxon 

I am nut here ton~ght to crztzque the 

EIS. It xi3 net my functxon here tonight Nor am X 

here to duicusa the varzcrus human rights v~olat~ons 

and devastating envrronmental impacts of mantarntog 

renomi 1 

People who are gomg to speak after me, 

will share those thoughrrr wlth you and I ask you to 

listen to them 

23 

Tmlght I am here to rernrnd you each on 

the panel of w h a t  ymr: raspons~hilitres are 

To 40 this, let ma begin k ~ f  reminding 

you of what your responsibil~rles ere not 

You exe not here to do the blddrng of 

the amencluetrxes, nor are you west Vzrgznwa4s 

Econamac kvelapwnt Gomrnws~on 

We hard lots of talk thla afternwon 

about the economc Impacts of your golaces, that is 

not your function 

It IS not to dxsrnles, on my part, the 

economic problow in West Erlrglnla P am not here to 

do that, I feel far the gehtleman who Spoke walrer 

h u t  EPA putting hzm out of work several trmeS. 

f would have to say that because of my 

arrgloyment - -  and rhat is as an attorney for an 

environment group - -  the EPA 11s keeping me encployed 

by the same token. 

1 wneh they kvuld stop 

So back to remmdlng ygu of what ycu are 

suppased to be doing 

Y o u  are each charged under very unique 

environmental Laws wzth protecting human health, and 

the environment, period 
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Larry Emerson, Arch Coal, Inc. 

Thgt 3.0 what you are charged to do 

As you l~sten to these folka artrculate 

their ntorxea of &*vastaticul and huraan rzghts 

vxolatlans, and inlusticra, f ask each of you to 

reaseess )-our current role In keeping these 

rn3usticas upon these people, and drsstroylng the 

envlrunment upon whlch they depend, and the 

environment: rn which they liue. 

Please do all Lhat you can tonxght, and 

In the future to end this aco-terrorist zct 

Thank you 

MR (;.HAIRMAR Larry Emerson 

E-M-E-R-S-0-N 

MR EMERSON ?%at would be me 

MR IXAIRW, The next speaker will be 

3111, I em qolng to spell it, B - 0 - R - Z  

MR EMERSON Thank IOU. 

My nme is Larry Emerson 

I live in Lhe Charleston area 

I am the Dlrector of Envtronmental 

Performance for Arch Coal, k c  , thol second largest 

prcducer of steam teal IR the country 

X have worked In the ccal m m m g  

rndustry for nearly 2 5  years, most of that tima has 

25 

been vrorhng directly on reclamation reforestation 

and habitat restorettlon projects, prlmarlly in the 

southern part af the state. 

f would l i k e  to make four apeciflc 

gomta related to the terrsstrlal mniponents of the 

E IS 

The EIS correctly goants out what we,  In 

the regulated commlty, have undarstmd for several 

para, and that 1s that the exxstmg SMKCA 

revegetation rule, were developed pr~marlly to 

control erosion, and lese so for successful tree 

grcrwt b 

The rsmphasihi on ermarm control 1s now 

chancpng and new mstthnds are? belng developed to meet 

the ckallenge of soil compactam, and composition, 

competition with nemacious cover, and ather issues, 

that directly influenced successful tree growth 

The coal industry is committed to 

effectxve an& practical methods of improvzng 

reforestat~on succese 

A8 evidenced by m y  privately funded 

research and demonetrbtxon pro3ects currently 

underway. 

24 For example, the Natienal Mine Land 

------- -- 
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I Reclamatron Center In Morgantown, In cmperatlon wlth 

2 Cantennary Coal, and Arch Coal, lo currently 

3 cmductlng field dmonstratlona to develop 

4 cost-efEecFxve methods of util~zing varloue soil 

5 horlmns, and native-tree speczes, to establish 

6 prcductxve forests an reclarmed s i tes  

7 However, the agencies, and the publrc, 

8 must understand Chat there are some landowners who 

9 wxsh to have oth@r land uses f o r  thelr property after 

10 rhe mxnxng 16 emplate 

I1 Landawnars wishes must br ylvm some 

12 dlfference 

13 To the extent that landowners deelre 

14 forest land on the reclaxrned property, the xndustry 

15 stands ready t? help develop the rulsa and 

16 techniques, that will achieve that objective 

1 7 Point two One of the studies a.n the 

18 EX'S examine tree succesrrmn on reclaimed axtes, by 

19 countmg tho number of stems withln measured sectlons 

20 of reclaimed sit- 

2 l The results aP the study concluded that 

22 tree succcasmn was lrmltad to areas ~mmedxately 

23 adjacent to undreturbed woadlando Howcver, there 1s 

24 a srgnlficant short---comlng rn the study design as 

rnd%cated in Appendix E, and I quote 

"T)E mxne area studled was not &srgned, 

engineered, reclaimed, or revegetated with the 

past-mlning land ~ R P  of  forestry, commercial or 

otherwise * 

Therefore, the coPclu@lone drawn from 

thm study m i g h t  be teqared wzch the fact of s~tes 

examined were never Intended to be forest land 

So my question is whether th1-a really is 

an objectxve rttudy deszgn. 

Pomt number three In September 1996, 

the U S Fish and Wildlife Service concluded formal 

cmsultatron wzth Om, pursuant to Sectrm 9 of the 

Erdanqcred Speclea Act, of mountaintop minmg 

operatmns rn the studxed area 

Th~s prqramatlc cansultatxon led to 

the rssuance by the Fish and Wildl~fe Service of a 

blalcglcal apanion and conference report, that found 

surface coal rnznlng and reclamatson opsratlons, 

rnclucted In accordance wzth proper12 ~mplementcd 

State a d  Padererl rtjrful&tory programs u&er SMRilk, 

would not lrkely jeopardize the cantmuad existence 

of the l~sted, or proposed speclee, or result tn the 

adverse tmdifrcatxon of deszgnated, or proposed 

--- - -- 
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critxcal hbltat. 

We understand that the EPA is currently 

zn Lhe pxocess of wrxtlng a bxological assessment, 

relatrve to the preferred alternatzve rn the ESS 

The industry encourages the EPA to 

develop this biologrcal aasz?eoment cmszetent wlth 

the Servxcc's <>pinion, and allow public comment on 

this dommmt hefore implementing ~t In thezr 

enter-asency ~~~ardinatxm efforts 

Point four Ron Canterbury, a scientxst 

at Che Suuthern west Vngznra Bxsd Research 

Institute, has &ne slgnlfxcant long-term research on 

migratory neo-tropical bzrds in the studied area, 

partrcularly in the southern West Virgmla coal 

fzelds 

In fact, $4 mzllron xn experts, have 

xndzcatad that hxs research represents the most 

o~mprehenszve znformation of this geqraphic area 

Dr Cantarhry's work has shown no 

worthy zncreases in oawe, or more, species, in and 

around older mme sates In part, because of the 

early succeasionel nature of vepotation 

In ohart, the panel should take a broad 

VIEW of the rnxgratory bird Issues and consxder that 

reclamed sites play an xmportant role zn some 

spccres 

In summary, the ~ndustrf suppxtp 

Allarnat~ve 3, and I thank you 

MR IWAfH4AN Pzxst off, f want to 

~pologize beforehand betare I butcher too many 

peclple's m a s  I bill do the b25t f can on them 

all1 Wrz? 

I4R OORZ: Gore 

MU. CHIIfRMAN Okay, thank you. 

l'hen the next speaker will be 

Nlck Carter, ox Carver? 

MR W2I: Good afternoon. 

My name is Bxll Oars. 

I am from Asheville, IJorrh Carolina, 

western North Carolma 

The reason that f am here to&y so far 

away from my home, is that this is not a local 

1SBUe 

The fact: is, mcmntaxntop removal. is not 

lrmlted to Weeit Yirglnra, and zt l e  spreadrng all 

over the southern appalachians, particularly znto 

Kentucky, and Tennessee 

Where it affects people that live zn my 

P 
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area 

Pollut rons from the Tennessee Valley 

Authorztjr of East Tennessee Coal Plan, is k~lling the 

Smokey Mountam National Park 

The American Lung Associatzm haa 

determined that over 6,000 people a par, dled frcbm 

p;.llut~on-related reopxratory disorders in western 

rJorth Carol m a  alone. 

I am very sure that sort o f  specific 1s 

not limited to the western North Carolina area 

A large portion of thorre 6,000 deaths 

can be directly attrrbuted to obsolete coal plants 

Recently, the Tennessee Valley Authority 

announced that becnuse of their new anti-p?llut~on 

technotcgy, whlch they had ta put in because the SPA 

sued them, and they were facing largo fmes, more 

than any of you here make every year, every day, 

brcauae of the pollut~on. 

They put in new mtr-pllution 

techalcqy, we all thought that was going to be 

great, but then they deeidec! that they could w e  

cheap high-sulphux coal from the Cumbarland Plateau 

and that wouldrift overcome the pollution limlt~ 

So anstmad of lowerxng pollution, and 

3 1 

lawerxng these 6,000 deaths a year, they are optxng 

mstead to rncrease them pmfite. 

We have to wander wkj Federal ageilclen 

beuld be mterewted an their profits They are nee 

rn the profzt-makxnp ~ndu~try 

Certamly, the coal xndustry 1s a11 

ab~ut proflts 

They b w  about the Arnerican Lung 

kssociation's statistics They don't care about 

people, they TuPr care &out profits 

Agam, the reason w b i  f am here, and 

what thia harr to do right here and now, 1s that ~f we 

allow thls project to go Lorwasd, it wrll just 

encourage the andustry to expand to other areas 

3 was rather surprised - -  I guess I 
shouldn't h v e  been eurprised - -  that an the EIS 
there waa no qtaon for no momtarntop renroval, whlch 

there should be, in my opinion 

?'here has been lots of tdk about 3&s, 

with little thought, or no thought 91-mn to what the 

sccxal costs of what Lhase 3ab are 

Prmps and crack dealere provtdt 3obs 

t m ,  but we generally oppose those jobs becauwe of 

the social costs 

-- -- 
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Let's thrnk about the sczxal costs of 

the jabs that are provxled. 

Thank you 

MR CXAIRtW Wsck Carter 

m e  next speaker wlll he John Snlder 

MR CARTER. My name r~t Nlck Carter 

I am president and chzef oprratrng 

officer of PJatuxal Rm~uree Partners 

I lrvc and work In the Huntmyton, 

h-i-State area. ve are a publrcall-f mastered limited 

mrparatzon that owns and manages coal and timber 

prcduct s 

X alaa serve as the president o f  the 

Natlonai Cnuncll of Coal Resource, which is a tra& 

assocratzon for ccmpaniee like mme 

The BfS seems to assume, without 

detalled anafyais, that coal companies that permit 

and mlne coal have the abxlity to wnrrcl and ut~lize 

the properties after mining i a  co~npletad 

Thxs assumption 1s rncarrect. 

In only a small percentage of casas do 

coal companies that msne the mnesals own the land 

that xt mlnes 

In xiearly all cases, the coal cmpany 

33  

leases the mlneral from a company hke ours, or from 

a family, ar from heirs ta the property 

These leahes give tha mlning cowany the 

rxght to cccupy the land far the purpse of the 

lease, which ie the extraction of the mine 

Many af these leases expire 

aut.;.mttxcally when the mineral has been mined. 

An additional problem, what does not 

seem to have been consxdered by the IZS, is that mast 

of the Isnd where the mineral 3s being mined, is not 

controllcci by only one owner 

For exatsple, in many - -  maybe met 

cases, the owner of the mineral &es not o m  the 

surface, may nor  ram the ail and gas, and even if it 

owned the? surface, may not own the timber, or the 

trees that are growing on the property. 

Mast mxnes today &re not an a srnqls? 

property owner, and the company has leases from 

+carious Owners. They may have 9s many as 30 to 50 

leases to make up one minmg block. 

Additionally, the mining company must 

reach agreement under the law, with all of the 

hurfaee &were above the mlneral that they mine. 

Thrs may be many different - m a n y  more dzfferent 

- 
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owners 

'he actual mineral owners conslat of 

corporatrana, partnerships and rndrvrduals who have 

amasaed thew mineral holdmgs of areas otier a long 

period of tlme, eeme datzng back to the 19th centurry 

If the type of land-use plannrng and 

post-mmmg land use, that the EIS recommndn 1s to 

Ix aaccmplxahed, than ~t will require the 

partlcxgat%on of the mrneral owners, and most 

rirgmrtantly, the surface owners, In addxtrcm to the 

coal cmpany 

The problem with the pst-minmg land 

use planning Lhat most people want, 1s that ~t 

rcquzres the landotuner to be able to project, 

eometxmes two or nure decades Into the future what 

the market potentla1 will be for a p-srtzcular 

property 

Ber~use we do not have a cryaral ball, 

these predictions are mherently risky and dlffxcuLt 

In fact, they awe 80 risky, that one 

w u l d  question the busrness judgment of someone who 

spent huge sums of mclney necessary to develop a piece 

of property today, for a use many yfsare in the 

future, not knowinc whether the demand will be there 

for that use 

Coal coupanles engaged In surface m m m g  

can, with the consent of the surfam3 owner, do a 

mrlety of thmgs on ~ h s  surface rn the cnurse of 

mining 

If a gartlcuZar parcel rs located on s 

mayor hsghway, or aaar a large populatrcm center, 

then the chances are high that there will be a 

slgnxflcant patenrral far cammerela1 development 

l'hls suggests that the land should be 

mrned wrth a varrance to A L C  

In adclxtlon, .if mayor infrastructure In 

the fcrm of electric utllltles, eubstations, power 

lines, roads, and septrc systems are located on the 

land to support the mrnmg, we should thmk carefully 

why this infrastructure should be removed, as the law 

requires, m the course of reclamation 

On the other hand, if the mine orte 1s 

remte from ccmmerclal centers, as most mrnes are, it 

makes more sense t~1 adopt a reclamatrnn plan that 

minlmlzes future erosions, reduces the potentzal for 

dowmtrem fluodmg, and creates a drverse habztat 

fax anmals and plants 

In conciusian, rt re unwise, both 

--- - 
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economzcally anti environmentally, Po Insist on a 

one-szze-fits-all approach te post-mlnlng land use 

We should ob~erve three prmczpals, 

respecting the preferences of the owners of the 

surface An selectmg post-minzng uses, mcorparatxng 

lntn the ppemlttrng proceos, a flexibxlrty to mdzfy 

past-rnxntng land uses after mining has c-rrunenced, and 

=lying on the marketplace to gurde these decisrone 

as opp~sed to a bureaucracy that has never buzlt a 

development, or created a lob 

MR QIAXRMAN Szr, your tme is up 

MR CARTER Thank y ~ u  

MR ~ I R ~  J9hn snrder 

Again, the next speaker will be Kent 

Deslbsher 

PIR SNIDER Ccnd evenlng 

My name rs John R Snxder 

For the past two years, I have been 

t*mplu2ad as the Vxce Pres~dent of External Affairs, 

Eastern Operatlans, Arch Coal 

Prior tr, that, I had worked for four 

years in the Went Vrrgrnra Develapmcnt: Offme, the 

last two servtng as Bxecutlve Director 

I have over 25 years of experxence zn 

3'1 

the ffleld of esancmrc development m the state o f  

West Virgznia, and northern ilnd central appalachian 

coal fields 

Durrng my time wzth the DevcZopment 

Office, I assisted wlth developmng the rules for the 

West Virgznia Coal Pxeld nevtlloprrient Qffxce, and 

assisted zn frmditq of several post-mine land-use 

projects 

I am a certifxed econornlc developer 

Today I am speakrng on hehalf cf the Coal 

kasociation 

I would llke to dxscuss for a few 

rnmutee the Eannett Plemmzng document- "Final Case 

Studres Repatt on Demogsaphlc Changes Related to 

Worntamtop Mlnzng Operation," long name, but sbrt 

tepic once you get to ~t 

Xt offers eerie intererrtin9 conclusions 

whzcil relate to a lot of econanie~ In transitzon. 

It is a report that really could haw 

been taken a d  Located &n*&lace In the United Stnten 

duxlxlng the saw tme frame 

West Virgrnra, as a whole, llke many 

other areas of the country, has been going through 

tranaitmon That transitIan has explred rn many ways 

--- ----- 
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over that txrne frame, in showing us changmg from 

haa%y manufacturing and ninlny, to service lobs, a 

reductinn in 3013 psy, reduction 1n emple-pent, a 

reduct~on In population 

Gannett Fleming made serwral aaswptaons 

based upon census tracks, not necessarxly on areas of 

employment, or ether Irew. Long gone are the days 

where the mlner ~orkea rn the same town, or ceneua 

track, where the mrne is 

Miners travel, miners are paid t-ery well 

today 

S t e p  and think Do you lrve and work in 

the same census trnck, or the same axea? 

Gannett Flemmmg'~ report was basxrally 

un 50 and 100 hausees in one census track, not a very 

large ccrmunlty 

No matter how you look at ~ t ,  ~t 1s net 

a gcod example of what should be talked abmt Thm 

study only includes the econcamxc impact of that small 

area Whether xt be the mine itself, or what happens 

post mlnrng 

Several other issues must be looked at 

An t~ dxfferent light when you review thls report, and 

what ss happenrng in today's time frame 

3 9 

One, 'Fhe populatzon of West Virginid 18 

declining It also 1s de-clmrng rn the urx 

cnmnitxes, ?r mrx census tracks s h m  in the 

rapmt , no surprise 

Two. The United States poplatron has 

for several yeare been changmg frm an 

xnduotrsal-based eclanorsy, to a servrce-orxented 

economy, no real aurprlsa to anyone that undesstmds 

the economy of West Virglnra 

During the time of this work, we saw 

many of our high-payxng industrial 3obs go offshore 

We haw seen, and ccsntrnued to see, B 

~Daf production shift In central Appalachia, to the 

wart  Rzver Valley 

As we dxscuus coal productson today, we 

are seemg that shift go offshare We are recelvmg 

mre coal every day from forergn r~.surces, very 

similar to what i s  happening in ozl 

Three As our country. changes fro@ 

rndustrial servzce, we are seeing many of cur flne 

employees being left behind 

Weac Virgxnia has tr~idrtioslally been a 

heavy xndustrial state, which inclu&d &t its henrt, 

the production of glass, &eel, chem~cals, tlmberlng 
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and m~ning 

Waet Vsrglnla has been 1npactw3 

neeatlvely nmre than any other area zn the country, 

fsecaune of its lack of diversity of rts economy 

Many of our xnduotrxes and mines have 

closed wer the past few years 

For the arerage, West Virginians h a w  

aged these past few years WQ are the oldest group 

of p e ~ ~ l e  In the Unzted States, we are the oldest 

state 

Ccnsequently, our school-age population 

has fallen 

Vary few areas In Mest Varglnza are 

gainany populatson, & the 14 countzes, In this area 

are no different. 

Dxd Clannett Fltirnmg tell us anything 

when he wrete thrs report, or dld he take at off the 

shelf? I thznk he teak it off the shelf 

Overall, Uannctt Fleming d ~ d  a faxr jab 

de~cnbxng what was tsanspiring in khose szx 

counties, an well as across West Vlrglnza, but thls 

1s something that could have been $cne anyplace 

What we really need 1s the capabllrty to 

transform flat propertlee Into future dlversifled 

economy for ~csuthern West Vrrginla 

We haw to be able to have legstlmate 

post-mme land-use propcrtaes available Thzs report 

has to allow that, and we balleve that Mternatxve 3 

will allow that tn happen 

Thank you, very much. 

M CHAIRMAN Kent DesRocher 

The next speaker lo Randall Maggaxd 

MR. DeeROSXER My name ia Kent 

&sRxher, mrnc Presldcnt and General Manager of hrch 

of West Virginia, located near Y o l y n ,  West Vzrginla 

I worked in the mrnmg mddustq- for 19 

years, and then in the pisutllern Appalachian area for 

appraxzmately 10 year8 I reside rn Chapmanvilie 

f muld like to make same ranarks 

regardmg poet-mine land use 

Crmr the psst several pears, coal 

companies have begun to help diversify the ecanomy of 

the 14 coal-fxeld counlxeir. 

Through the development of post-mmp. 

land sites, xncludlng auch dzverse prolscts as 

industrial parks, golf courses, racetracks, 

rocreatlonal areas, cmmerc1al fxah Eacllities, 

housing and public facrl~tles, acldrtronal jabs are 
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1 future mountaintop minmg areas wzll be reclaimed to 

2 carlous forest co-mr~ng 

3 The current rules relatsng to e~mercral 

4 forestry, muat be reviewed to allow for a hlghest 

5 fuel assessmnt 

6 The ruies must also be revrewed with 

7 respect to compactmn, competztxm, and coiqmsrtion 

e 02 B O Z ~ S  

9 Recent studres wculd xndrcate that the 

10 beat method has not yet been propeed to projr~de the 

11 best #pportunitres for c~mmercial forrestrles 

12 Much discussing has occurred over tho 

13 past ncvaral years, reqardrng pst-mrne management 

14 for agriculture, such as vineyards, animal 

15 produrtron, greenhouse farming and agriculture 

16 Most of the  srtas where agriculture has 

17 been proposed, has nut nccupred the entrrs site, and 

tS approval af multzple uses wzll be required 

19 For example, let's say that the primary 

a0 past-mane land 1s used as a vineyard, whlch would 

21 occupy 50 percent of the property 

2 2 But slnce thts ss dtn agrr~ultu?3il 

23 prolsct, thls 1s a higher and better use, the 

24 rematnlng portion of the property, must be allwed to 

bemg provided for our nexgt%bars until then 

With the asslstanca of thc West Vrrgrnaa 

Coal Freld Development Offxce, we are now even m a %  

capable to plan for the diversrfrcatlon of the 

econcmy rn the coal fields 

All 14 countres have suffered rn the 

lack of transportation and developable acres for many 

years 

The trannportatron routes are all 

mproving with the upgradrng of US-119 and Interatate 

11 77, coupled with Interstate 64 and 79 

12 Through she development of 

1 3  Hzghw~y, and the Coal Fleld Expressway, 

14 mcreaps development epportunitrss 

15 Tha rmuntamous tcssam kn 

the King Coal 

will. further 

is also slowed growth in tha area. Inclustrial, 

conmercial, and huunir~g sites have been at a premium. 

The development of flats, and gently 

rolling sites, will aosint in the gxewkh and 

stability of the area, 

Charlee Yule, of West Virginia 

University, lists six prcwisions for new land uses, 

and land-use opportunities. 

Mr. Yule indicates that nmst potential 
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he develop& m t o  support areas,  pasture land, or  

hekiltat., whkch would not ccmpete with the prrmary 

hlghes use 

The study p r q s c t s  a srgnlficant acreage 

of land sur tab le  f o r  dsvelcrplng post-mmmg land 

uses, w131 resu l t  from future mlnzng under a l l  of the 

minzng scenarxos. 

The only way tha t  thn- I 4  cuuntles can 

sagnifzcantly change the  economy of the area, i s  tho 

development of large sites capable of supportmg 

multzple uses 

Mtne soenarlas tha t  pr&uced many acres 

of f l a t  to  gently r o l l m g  land areas,  can g r o n d e  the 

c p p r t u n r t y  t o  B ~ v e x a ~ f y  and improw the econony of 

southern Nest Vrrginla 

Mr Yule 1s correct  when he s t a t e s  tha t  

development lzmitatlons,  such as poor scceserb i l l ty  

and inf ras t ruc ture  proximates wzll continue rn nearly 

a l l  of these areas 

These issues wi l l  ragulre the 

dere?lopme~~t agsnczcs and the envxronmental agcncreir 

t o  think cut of the box 

Such Issues of the use of mxtrgation 

famoue f o r  water and sewer proxecta, should be 

mnaldered ~f there 1s a dealre by the involved 

pzertres ta redevalop and Bwerszfy the area 

Smaller s l t e s ,  lens than 50 acres, w i l l  

da l l t t l e  t o  diversify the economy of the! 14 

count 1es 

The mvaronmental regulator). agencies, 

must work c l o ~ r ; l y  with plannmg and developent  

agencies, when considering post-mrne land use 

Here again, i n  order to allcar f o r  

Brverslty and s tabxl lzs tmn of the ecumwf, 

regulatory agencies must think outalde the b x  

Nrgher and be t te r  use, m s t  he s l t e  

spccrfrc,  based on many Items normally assbcinted m 

the p l a ~ z n g  dccumnta. 

]If ' i ~ u  want 14  counties dzscussed zn the 

study t o  dlvervlfy t h e l r  economy, they must be 

allowed t o  c rea te  lanB su i tab le  f a r  development. 

The s i t e  must be of sufficrent size t o  

w k e  l t  worthwhile to provide thz necessary 

mfrae t ruc ture  recpired f u r  development 

Wlth the event of a responszble 

Envlrunmental Xnpect Statement, and a desrre by the 

Federal arlcl S ta te  regulatory agancxzs, t o  provide Esr 

affordable energy, whzle grovldlng s l t e s  f o r  fu ture  
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economic transformation i n  the  1 4  counties, we can 

pram& a p*,sitive outcomc t o  the citxaene of West 

V ~ r a ~ n i a  

Xn summary, large-scale surface mlnzng 

can help support the devalopmnt of lnfrastructurc - -  

AtSTiIGNCE MENBER Time 

bB? DesRDCXER - -  access, and s i t a s  

necessary f o r  tuture development t o  allow for  

diversifncation of the economy here rn West 

Virginia 

Thmk yeu 

Kn CHAIRNAB Randall Maggard 

Then the next speaker then w ~ L l  be 

Ml-hael Morrlson 

1 can keep tune, thank you 

AUDIENCE MENBER How ahuut hearxng from 

some citizens? 

MR 0IAfRE.PtUS Go ahead, s i r  

MR MAGCARD Hello My name i s  Randall 

Maggard, from Dunlow, West Virginia 

1 am the manager of Environmental 

Compliance for  Argus Energy, a minmg company lecated 

in snuthern Wayne County, West Vlrgmia 

We have operatad on a reserve bane of 

4 7  

approxrnrately 60,000 acres,  o r  abmt  100-square miles 

s m c e  1987 

We have disturbed only approxxmately 

3 , 0 0 0  acres,  a mere f i v e  percent of our complex But 

filnce tha t  time, we hare mined wer a b i l l m n  dol la rs  

Piorth of coal, and prwvrdsd qcc.5-paying jabs f o r  o?er 

250 mxners and contractors 

N w  our jobs are a t  risk 

The permlttmg quagmire created by 

frlvolnlte lawsuits, and court judgments have creaked 

lndefm~tre  delays, and such unpredictabil l ty t o  

sustain a viable minlng qcjratlcm. 

We cannot get permzts marued 

When the EIS was f x r s t  cansxdered, I 

think the regulatory agencxes f i r s t  thought at wezild 

be slmplc The streams beloa valley f i l l s  and our 

minmg operations would t o t a l l y  be void of aquatic 

l i f e ,  but tha t  wasn't the  case. 

In a nutshell ,  the most sxgmfxcant 

fm&ings i n  the BIS were tha t  there  2s l e s s  mayflres, 

and a de tsc t ib le  amount: of aelenrum downetream of a 

mining operatmn. 

They blame t h l s  on mining, but these 

same ef fec ts  have been found bwnatream tlme! and time 

-- 
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agarn, below any man-mda development, whether it be 

road c m a t m c t i a n ,  hausmg, cununerclal areas,  and In 

p s r t ~ c u l a r ,  c i t i e s  and urban areas 

Jus t  a mcment t o  put selsnium issue In 

perspective, I have in  my prckat here, a b o t t l e  o f  

selenlum thaC I gurshaaed a t  Rlte Aid drugstors that  

la  reconmendad as a nutrztxmal supplement 

The detectsble amount of selenzum zn 

tvater is 001 par ts  per rnlllzon Each of these 

tab le ts  contmn 2Q0 par ts  par million of selenrum, 

over 200 t m c s  the de tec t ib le  l imi t  The l m l t s  tha t  

are discussed rn the &IS 

Tbtl average value of eelsnium detected 

would require a person t o  drank awut f l v e  gallons ot 

a a t e r  d i rac t ly  below a valley f i l l  t~ get  the same 

csncentratlcn found rn this mngle tab le t  t h a t  i s  

xecwmended for  nut r l t lona l  value 

I am confused 

But in  closzng, I *auld l l k e  t o  note 

smcthxnq tha t  l a  not serzd xn the EIS The a l r  xn 

Nest Vrrglnia 1 s  cleaner than i t  has ever hean rn the 

l a s t  50 years The water 18 cleanex than r t  has been 

In the  l a s t  50 years, and yes, we wen have more 

forested acres than we did 50 years ago 

4 9 

SO, please, l e t  ue mine coal and adopt 

Al tematr re  Number 1 

MR CHAIRMAW M r  Mnrrasun, m d  then 

the next speaker w i l l  be Larry Emerson. 

PIR MORRISOP4 My name 1% 

Mrcfrael A Morrison 

I am from Barbi.ursvzlie, West Vzrgxdza 

X have buen a natlve of West Vrrgznra 

a l l  m) l z f e  I love thxs s t a t e  And I have Ilved 

here and care &cut my environment 

What I am seeang 1s devastation 

I am r e a l l y  sick of l t  I t  turns wr 

!stomach, but I am gomg t o  of fer  aolutian here Tt 

1s called tourlmm If yau a l l  know what tha t  means 

Xi? our atxcam were cleaned up, we can 

have canoe ren ta ls ,  canclelng, hxkrng, munta ln  

bikxnq, we have the Appalachian Tralln right now, 

whch za gomg t o  draw and inrl tc? tourism. And tha t  

18 a good example 

We can $0 mare here, rf our streams were 

cleaned up. We have got nice streams rn t h i s  s t a t e .  

We are  a unique s t a t e  with streams 

1 am te l l sng  you, you a11 3ust don't 

care E-ou a l l  don' t  cars  
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S P  

You care as much abmt it as George 

Bush, that King Gsorqo, that Son of a Bush. 

Thank you. 

MR. CtfAIRMAM: Our next apeakcr will be 

Julia Bonds, Julia Bonds? 

Then the speaker after that will be 

Lawrence, B-E-C-K-B-It-L-E,  maybe? 

MR. GIBSON: Wkbat happened to Larry 

Gibson. Buddy? 

AUDTBCE MEMBER: Yeah, I thought Larry 

was next. 

MR. SIBSON: Yeah, what happened to 

him? 

NR. CHAIRMAR: I am going though the 

cards in order by the nu&srs that were given to ma. 

M R .  GIBSON: YShat7 

MR. C H A I R W :  X will be going through 

the cardn, as I aaid earlier, in order a# the numbera 

th~t were given to me. They are numbered and given 

to me do those pwple aigncd in, That was the 

nunbers we are going through. 

MR. GIBSON: I was the first one that 

signed in. 

MR. WIRMAEd: I will check on it far 

you. 

M5 BONDS My name rs Jul+a Bonds I 

llve xn the Coal Rlver Valley In southern west 

virg~nia 

My fmlly and I have been here many, 

many, years, and many, many, generations 

I am the slatar, &ughter, 

granddaughter, and great granddaughter of coal 

mzners , 

My home 1s In the heart of your srudy 

area, and In the belly of the beast 

The beaat, 1s the greedy, ~rrespons~blc 

coal barrens, and for us, regulatory agencles and 

prjlztxcians, that sexve a8 the meals of thls beast 

I consider the draft RTS, the blueprint 

for continued assault upon the people of Appala~hla 

A declaration of war upon children, thelr children, 

and God's creat ion 

w n  mountamtop removal now 

Thrs EIS encourages the coal industry to 

continue to use hppalach~a, and her children, as 81 

national sacrifkce zone 

T h z s  16x6 dxd net study the cumulative 

effects of communltles in the coal field@' health and 

-- -- 
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1 socio-economic impacts of paat, present, and future 

2 valley-fill mining. 

3 How did you study environmental justice 

4 impacts? 

5 The truth in, you didn't. 

6 You merely dismissed the c:ultursl 

7 conununit ias, the people, and the property being 

& destroyed by this mining method. 

53 Yau just dismissed it. 

lii I demand a revised Envirrjnmental Impact 

11 Statement, that -includen cumulative impacts; 

12 cultural, social, emotional, spiritual, and health 

13 problems of the communities of paople affected by 

14 muntaintop removal, 

15 A tatal cultural study already exircts, 

16 Thie study &y our Dr. Mary Hufford is available at 

17 the Library of Congress. 

18 Dr. Huffurd, Doctor of Nephography, is 

19 doing research et the University of Pennsylvania. 

20 Our m~untain culture has been here long before white 

21 settlers came, and long before commercial coal mining 

22 began. And our culture will be here long after tho 

23 coal is gme. 

24 We believe that many people in 

53 

mtarntop remmal effect people w h o  suffer from 

Pa~ttraumat~c Streaa Disorder, from blasting, and 

flsading, and the 111 effects of mountamtop mmzning 

How dare you cPzsmsss the suifermg of 

low xncome and the mxnorxty people of Appalachia. 

R o w  dare you dismiss and defy the 

kecutrve Orcler dealxrig with the env~ronmantal 

m]ustices on the law income and minorrty people 

Hou dare you cio that 

You+ own otudy gays that thm area rs 

well abuve the average in pverty, and unemplo;.ment 

mere la the study on the socio-economic 

problems of th~s areas 

Why are the pmgle in the coal-r~ch 

countres the poreat people? 

What are the actual costs to the 

comait~et~ and t h  people that: suffer the effects af 

munta rntfiq rewva17 

%zs rnxning method affects the very 

poor, and the ~auerlees, and the oppressad people of 

central Appalachia 

Economic development an thene artifrcal 

sites 1s nonexxstent 

Only 94 percent of these deetroyed 

--- 
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muntarntops are ever gsven an1 economic development 

for the affected - -  the affected - -  comnunitles 

Show me economic d~velopment, in Boamar 

Hollow, m Bob Whxte, 3n Montcoal, m Prince Show 

m, shor ma somathang. 

In the last SIX months, two schools In 

the Coal Rlver Valley, both surrounded bf mney 

Massey mmlng permit, wan closed, aendmg our 

children on very, very, long bus rxdw, and one of 

those ~chm18 in at Montcoal. 

Where i s  the money, and where i s  the 

support uf the. coal rndustry then7 

The Rslezgh County, Rnard o f  Education 

eaid xt dces not recezve one red cent that coal has 

for education But coal say5 it gives 

So who is lying? I would lzke ta see a 

report on that 

rhe sczentzfic evldence of this stu&y 

shuws that muntaintop rewval 15 envlronmantally 

insane, but the recommendations by the adminzatratlon 

IS to make it easwr for greedy coal c~mpanies to 

destroy evazythmg 

Ywr report makes an airtight cam 

agalnet your conclus~ons 

Your report, and your conclusion, 

strongly contradict 

Did a complete idiot write the 

eabclusion? 

As a fellow Christian, I challenge 

Presldent Bwh, to come to the coal-field bollows of 

central Appalachia, and talk with the hlaatad, and 

flo&ed, and the poor, and the oppressed people 

iiqacted by mountamtop removal 

I ask President Bush to in-wsezgate hxs 

agencies 

ND true. Christian wo'ild allow these evil 

abuses to contlnue 

T am sure once the Presldent dzscovern 

these crimes agalnsL the cztizens of Appalachia, he 

wauld stop mountamtop removal 

Na t rue  God-fear~ng man would allow 

these cxxmes ta ccrntlnue 

M R .  BECKERLX. I am Labrenee Beckerle 

M3 M A X k W M 4  Mrer Mr Beckerle, the 

next speaker wkll be Nanette Nelson. 

MR. BECKERLI, On& evenrng My mw 1s 

Lawrence Beckerle, I llve In 8x~hdas County 

r ham a number of dlveree lntsrests and 
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I am ~nvolved with a number of dzffermt 

arganlsatlons, which I will m t  necessarily get into 

tonlght 

I would mentzon tkt my flr~t 

surfsce-mme rwlamat~on project that I got involved 

I n  was In 1972, end I have been looklng at lseues 

involmd with surface-mlnxng reclamati~n arer a 

number of yeazs, and a number of capacltres, before 

BFWCA was rnvsnted and thauqht of, and f have worked 

in a ntimbcr of different st ates 

Two concerns I have One, xs that when 

you make ywr d~~lSl3I1 that you realize that thre 

axe a number of varzables that are upon what can 

happen wxth a valley fill, or mcuntarntop mming 

That ~ o u  conslder all thorn variables, 

wh~ch I will try to include an my wrxtten CarmnPntB, 

because aomstxmes we confuse Issues, then it becamm 

cnnclu~~ons when we a r e  muddlrq, and at war wlth - -  

involvmg s r ~  many variables 

The other thzng that I have sqerlence 

In eeemg l a  that the type of rhgulatlons that we 

pass, and sametzmes they have unintended 

consequences, and can have a large part to do axth 

what we end up wrth 

57 

1 To give y%u a couple of examples, I can 

2 well rsmembex when OSM had interrm regulations 

3 prohib~ting any de:preeslons larger than a square 

4 meter in s~ze 

5 Kt was there for a tew years, then xt 

6 dzaappnared, thank goodness But xt was there fcr a 

7 txme perm3 

8 Wont Virg~nxa has a elramage harldbmk 

9 that iei designed for how water should be cwtralled 

10 off of the surface mrnso, and 80 on 

11 That originated for urban constructiun, 

12 highway constructron, and so on $0 the prrmry 

13 eaphasis of that dralnaga handbook is how to control 

14 water to take ~t off the site 

15 In fact, there 1s a rule in this 

16 drainage &&mk yet to thla day, that prohibits any 

I7 depreaslons be any deeper than two-tenths of a foot 

18 That is a very small dzatance, twc-tentha of a fodt 

19 Sd YOU delxbexately meate a siLe that 1s dry In an 

20 urban situation, it makes sense because you &n5t 

21 want to have the wsqultos. 

22 In a surface mme, you want t h  

23 mnquitoa as the base for the food atmrce. 

29 There was also sac3 r;uestran about what 
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is an ~nrpomdment. 

So wxth every little structure hang 

considered an impoundment, even sediment ditches are 

removed after mxning. And so on the cperatlonal 

side, the coal operators, when you try to talk to 

them about bulldmg this type of structure, or that 

type of structure, say why bull4 xt, ~f we are going 

to have to destroy xt to get ow: bond released? 

So we need to look at those kinds of 

lasues As a result of those types of thlngs, there 

are burn-up pmls, and ephemeral pools are very rare 

on surface nine areas. 

Wet =tale arc rare, wet forests are 

rare, abeorptron terraces are bas~cally unheard of in 

th~s state, a zero run-off bcnch and berm systems are 

unheard of. 

To illustrate my polnt, I know of no 

crayfish farma in any surface mine In West Virglnxa 

Now that mrght seem strange to some 

people that T muld awn mentlon that But If 

mmeone wanted to put a craytish f a rm  on, t b  only 

thmg that the DEP and the regulatory people would 

look at 1s what the economics are hhind crayfl~h. 

They would not consider that crayfish pools would 

help redwx f lcmdsng, won18 help provxie a f0.A 

source for wxldlifc, m d  so on. 

So, there need* to be other things 

considered into these projects whim you look at 

crayfish farming, and lo~k at the other benefits that 

can result from those 

There has been an averemphasis on 

perennial grassss, including nornutritive, and other 

grasses that are not prowrive for wildlife 

And m e  of those &madvantage$ of that 

is that by contrast, rf they would empkasize a 

nitrogen-fixing plan, it would increase the earthworm 

ppulation, which would help make the soil mare 

productive, and help increase infiltration, help grow 

htter trees and s on. 

By the wrtrenqphaais on nonnutritive-type 

grasses, matead of nitrogen-fixing plants. 

We have belihorateXy mado these lands 

nanpxc?ductxve, and that is very unfortunate. We need 

to change that. 

Hy minutes ate alrnmt up Go4d grief. 

But to give an example, ~k we had - -  
another thing that weuld help ue to declde these 

-" --- 
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11 and I 

12 

13 ahnut 

14 

AUDIEHCE EalFZMBER Trme. 

Im BECKERLE - -  would ba grade 
lzm~tatrons, lt would have dsscrlhed those, and we 

could make better dec~trlons 

Thank you 

MR CHAIRMAN Cur next speaker rs 

Nanette Nel eon 

After that, we wrI1 be taking a 

flue mxnute break 

MS NELSON My name? is Nanette Nalaon, 

live on Brg Coal River In Boone County. 

When 1 sat down last nrqht and thought 

thxs meetrng, I became both sad, and iuigry 

The very sublect of MTR, cauees such 

extreme ernntrcwls for true ccal-fltld resrdenta 

Those of us who have lzved rn our 

communrtlris for many generations, are at one with the 

land 

My Eamrly has been in Enone County since 

the 170R1s 

Net many people can understand thin 

concept, you just have to know our hearts 

I want ta impress on you the true cost 

of t4m 

El 

Ye heal- that the DEP, EPA, and cther 

agencies, plus the tnduatry, want to rely on 

so-called sclentlflc data 

But the data alwaya seem* to suit therr 

w a n t s  and thezr needs Certarnly nor the coal-fseld 

res identa 

How do -flu gather scsentifrc data on 

people, therr feeltngs, thczr hopes, the-rr dreams? 

You cannot 

Thze  EZS statement 1s a sham, and IC 1s 

a dssgrace to wen present rt to the people of this 

state 

You wmt to talk abut rcnnomic 

development, where 1s lt? 

Accordmg to the DBP webslte, thera are 

363 actsve min~ng permrts in Beone County 

They say that WFR sxtes are made into 

oconornzc development sltes, where are they? 

There are 79 actlve MIX sxtes now, and 

I dnubt that there wzll ewer be any klnd of economrrr 

development on Big Coal Rlver 

Ciur munty has terrlble conditions 

around the MTB srre. Property values have gone d o w n  

People could never get enough but of their homes to 

-- --- 
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bay an equivalent home elsewhere. 

People have worked all of thwr lives to 

h a w  a hame, only to see ~ t s  value go to aL&st 

nothing 

Whltesvllle and Madison are only ghosts 

of what they once were. Everywhere there 1s MTR, 

cormunity death enon follows. 

People have left because they can't 

stand living zn the candltmns cauaed by NTR 

Dux achools are closing We have lost 

many schmls zn our county In the past: few years; 

need I say m~re? 

They say MTR is wonderful for wrldlafe. 

If xt rs so wmderful for wxldlifc, why are they 

coming dawn znto our yards looking far food? They 

never did that before. 

You never hear a whippconvill anymore. 

Blg Coal Rlver used to be full of 

freshwater muscles; they were huge. They were 

everywhere in the river. They are all gone now. 

You have poisoned, and polluted, and 

blast&, and duated the envrronment to death. 

Not to mention the unprecedented 

floodrrig that 1s occurring solnewhere every tlme we 

have a ram event 

This used to be rare How it is, 

becoming connnon place And who 1s gaymg? 

As UEIUII, F$MA IS called ~n and the 

Federal tax dollars are used to try to help then* 

farnzlzes recover, but, oven thla 1s a sham 

FLPMn dmsn't even c m  close to gaymg 

enough to puttlng thew poor pcogle on the road to 

rocovery 

$me of these famrlxes wxlf nwer have 

n o m l  llves agaln 

And &gain, the coal and the timber 

mmpanxt?a get off scot-free 

Where IS the pstlce rn this? 

when i s  thrs ever gang to end3 

Whaa you have destroybed the 11ves Of 

everyone, or have run the rest us off so that >mu can 

run free of rsrn to do whatever you want, with no one 

to BUb 

I truly belzbve that this 1s yuur goal 

You w~sh that we would all just go 

away. But Bill Rainey, we are act gomg tlnpficre, so 

don't get your haps up. 

You say that MTa is a safer m m m g  
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methud for  whom? 

I rmzbglne tha t  ~t 1s for  the peraon 

s t t t m g  In tfre brg an-crsndrtioned pleccts of 

eqwpment But what about the people who have t o  

l ~ v e  around these s i t e s ?  

lemembnr, t h e m  folks drdn' t  move in  on 

you, you moved In on top of them 

Is  M m  safer  f o r  these residents? 

I thrnk nnb 

I w a n t  you t o  hiow semthlng, P am not 

agaznst coal mlnlng I am agalnst  lrreepansible 

mmxng methods 

My husband worked underground f o r  many, 

mamy, years. The t rue  maners knew the d a q e r s  and so 

f f~d  t h e i r  famzlxes They accepted t h a t  danger 

mesot men exposed themeelves t o  dangers every day 

They exposed themselves, no one e l s e ,  

' T h y  are t rue ,  brave men 

'I% people, who work the MTR m t e s ,  may 

have a safer  job for  themselves, however, they are 

p t t m g  rnnacent people rn harm's way. 

The Lktt3.e chilbren,  the elderly,  common 

people, and even habres yet mhorn, are In danger 

around these sztea And you c a l l  t h l s  a safer  minmg 

(5 5 

methcd? I thrnk net 

When you put people In harm'o way tha t  

a re  not even connected t o  the mining zndustry, t o  

save your own behind, I c a l l  t h a t  cowardly. 

Thank you. 

MN CHAIRMAN lie are golng t o  take a 

frvo mxxiute break The two speakers a f t e r  the break 

w ~ l l  be Larry Maynard and Vimm Sto~kman 

One thing when you return from the 

break, ZE the speaker zo alrew2y speaking, l e t ' s  he 

m r t a o u a  and be rea l ly  quret when 101.1 came In and 

sit down 

I n  h t  five manutee, we wzll be 

a t a r r  zng agaia 

Thank ycu 

(Break. ) 

MR. CWAIWAN Let ' s  get s ta r ted  

As I sa id  before, our f r r s t  speaker w x l l  

be? Larry Maynard 

Our secmd speaker will be 

Vrvmn Stockman. 

A8 we are  a l l  s i t t m g  down, l e t ' s  

reinember t s  be rea l  quret f o r  them 

Thank you 
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MR MAYNARD Thank you 

M) name is Larry Maynard I am from 

Dcltrarton, West Vlrginla, and the founder of DECAF, 

klbsrton Envrronaiental Communxty Awareness 

Foundat ion 

I would like to talk a little blt tday 

about )obo Now havmg jobs, does not 7ustzfy the 

uutrlght destruction caused by mountaintop removal 

minlng 

If MTR 1s banned, then the compames 

will have to fmd altcrnztlve and less destructive 

ways to extract the~r coal, r~ght7 

Jobs will be there, and plentzful, 

poaszbly more lobs than before 

If thin form of mlning continues, then 

our envlronment, and thrs area, will cantrnue to 

suffer while the CaO's became rxh and the Weet 

Virglnrans, they just stay poor 

West Virgrnla la becommg the coal 

mdustry's toxic waste dump. Coal waste impoundments 

that hold slurry, should really be classified as 

such 

Belcnium compounds, arsonrc, and other 

hszardous chemicals, make up thls sludge 

67 

Illere are good forms af cheaemacals, and 

bad forms of chemicals Lxks selenium, for instance, 

and chromium cornpmds L~ke sen% f n m s  of &om3um, 

hsdy bulldera use it, while others cause cancer 

And thxs stuff gets in our watersheds 

Some of the things that I. w a n t  to talk 

about - -  a m e  of the primary effects from mrxntalntop 

semovsl 1s destruccxon of vegetation, our natural 

water streams, the animal hab~tats, the beauty of our 

eavrrannent that surrom& US all And the future af 

timber, or any woad-prodacing jobs, just to mention a 

f e w  

Also, watcx-well depletion, honten being 

flooded throughcut the valleys, dust that comes frm 

the large coal trucks that barrel ddwn our roads, the 

inereascd werght I~mits to destroy our roads And 

who picks up the tab for that, the coal lndusrry, or 

the citizene" 

They cannot cctnstxtute thsxr actxcns 

toward our envlronment lust by maklrng level land, and 

a few jobs, even xf they &o pay their fair ehre of 

taxes 

Thank you. 

M .  CHAIRMAN: Vivian Stockmsn. 

-- -. . . , , , - ,  . , .  , , . - 
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Than the next person wlll be Larry 

Glkison . 
MS. S T i 3 C W  I just want to triple 

cheek that kt 1s okay that I talk, because I hearc3 

there was grumbling because I spoke already thls 

mornrng, or thla afternam17 

MR CHAIRMAN There 1s mthing rn the 

zxlea that aayu you cwldn't speak a t  the drfferent 

somruns, so go ahead 

MS STOCKMAN All right 

My name is Vzvian stockman I am wlth 

the Ohio Valley Envrronmental Coalitran The 

orrgrnal intent of the envlranmental rmpact 

statement, as publlahed in the Federal regzster, 

WBB 

tc consider developmg agency 

puiiclels, galdance, and cmsdrnated agency 

dec~sxon-maklng processes to manlrnlze, to the maximum 

extent praCtrcablI, the adverse environmcmtal effects 

to waters nf the Vnrted States, and to ftsh and 

wlldllf e rescurcea, affected by moult amtop minlny 

opaxatlens, an4 to ewirmental rreourcss that could 

be affected by the srze and locations of exccas spml 

dzspcsal sltes In valley falls " 
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Ithe draft EIS - -  the recamendatinnls In 
that draft, fail, they utterly fall, to fulfill the 

nrigsnal xntent of the EIS 

And I wonder  rf that ra because of the 

people llke J Steven Guiles, and Michael Castle, w h o  

pbsexbly were allowed to even wrrte these 

recor&mendatrCms 

This afternoon, I heard pccpie say that 

they don't belxave the MTR la involved in the 

flooding In southern West Vrrginra 

I guess they haven't read the DEW, and 

OSM studles that say otherwrae. I guess they don't 

believe the peaple who llve in the flmded arcan, 

downstream from mountaintop remval Z guess, they 

)uat don't belleve what those folks arc oaying 

No. MTR is nat resperbla f o ~  all of 

the flooding. But the studxes say, and reality 

sbwa, that it does rnbee-d make floodlag much woiw 

We have heard a lot of cnments abut 

haw great mountamtap rrnmval is fur the state 

because ~t provides fiat land for econc;nuc 

ckvelopment 

How can that posarbly be true? Rqht 

now, we have probably over 300,000 acres of blown-up, 
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t ree less ,  e n i l l ~ s s ,  rubble-strewn former 

wuntamtope, just  waztxng f o r  the long routed 

ecvmmic development 

These wastelands have some ~ o n d s  with 

stagnant water, not t o  mentzon the coal-waste f l o d  

lakes, but a good swpply of f resh  water, one 

essent ia l  f o r  ec~nomic development just  I s n ' t  

available,  because t h e  b l a s t m g  has reeked havoc on 

the ground water, and of m w a e ,  the streamer a re  

burled. 

Remember, too, t h a t  most of these 

ElatJands tha t  the xnduetry touts a r e  hundreds of 

fee t  above any exis t ing  mfras t ruc ture ,  are municipal 

mads and former DEP head, M~shael Callafian adinrtted 

that  Less than two percent of the s l t e s  tha t  have 

already bsen obl l ta ra ted  bjj mountaintop remcval, have 

had any sor t  of economlc dwitlopment. 

Yes, there  are som* projecta Qn s3m.e 

muntaintop remeal  s i t e s ,  but why zn heavent e name 

30 w e  need anymore, ~f w e  slready have over 3C0,FOO 

acres s l t t r n g  aramd, f l a t  acres .  

we d ' ~  have a couple d\f golf COUrOe8, a 

high school, whose gym sank, and they had t o  get the 

Jaws of Llfe out t o  @pen the &oars. Sow bul l t  tha t  

have been havnng s t a b l i > t y  prcible~~s,  too. 

Far instance, in  Kentucky, there le wimt 

they are c a l l m g  nmr a "sznk-sink" I t  as a p r i ~ o n  

tha t  over $40 millmn of taxpayer mDney has gone lnco 

stabxllzing the s l t e ,  and the towers a re  leaning 

I t  i s  turning wt t o  be the  moat 

axpensave j a i l  etrer B u ~ l t  zn the Ualted States And 

tha t  1s the shmcaoe of mountaintop econwmic 

development s i t e .  

At l a s t  gear ' s  Coal Summit In thzs very 

building, a hydrcx~mlogxst noted tha t  an the Coal 

River basm alone, there are abnut 9 5 , 0 0 0  acres of 

obl+texatcsd mountainttvps and buried =--alleys 

That i s  enough f l a t  l m d  t o  provide a l l  

of the  Follming Pive, 5,500-acre Icecrehtlonal 

parks, Ten, 1,080-acre prlson sitcis - -  since t lwt 1s 

going t o  be our great  economic &e~-elopment - -  £ I r e ,  

500-acre shoppang malls - -  I don't  know where a l l  the 

shoppers w i l l  come from. 100, 150-rere t r a i l e r  

parks - -  and I guess tha t  w l l l  relocate a l l  the HTX 

flood vlctuna. Thare would s t a l l  be 400,  50-acre 

8 ' ~ h m l  s i t e s  - -  not that  there are arq students l e f t .  

So tha t  e t z l l  l e a m s  & ~ u t  5 ,000 acres,  

whxch we could make the mnummt park f o r  the West 

- 
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Lany Gibson, private citizen 
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1 Vlrglnia Coal Aseocration, Po they can show people 

2 how great n~untaintop rcmwal is for Weer Virginia, 

3 one af the poorcet states in the natlan. 

The El6 need# to address the fact that 

Meet Vlrgrnza already has enough barren, waterless, 

mrllese, flat land 

We? got enough 

Thanks 

MR CHAIRMAN Larry Glbsrzn Then the 

next spsaker will be Jullan Martxn 

NR TRIBSON Here f see - -  an th~s 
stage, I esa O W ,  FWS, WDBP, the EPk, COA, we donzt 

have no CPO That 3s what 1s called CFC, actually, 

for - -  Concern for Crtistens. 
We have them here - -  a luntrous group 

up here of people who are supposed ro be repreaentrng 

the State of West Vlrgrnxa, and the group of prtople 

here - -  I don't see them doing anythrng that is worth 

thelr whlle here 

Also, we was talkmg about - -  

f heard - -  while we was sitting there talking - -  

I had other thrngs to m y ,  but I want to tall: about 

this one 

We have heard akxt the decrease rn the 

73 

~opulatlon of the coal frclds, the number of people 

or cltrzens in the coal frelds 

The only thrng that I don't understand 

is, ccal rs sg good, how c o w  we're lnsmg our 

cztizcns In the coal. flalds? Hcw come people are 

leaving? 

Also, how c m  we have such low rnclcme? 

H w  cme we have such Tow educatxon in the southern 

ccal fretlds? How come we don't have any 

rnfraotructure? Xow om@ we don't have c~ty services 

for everybody In Lcgm? Thlnga l ~ k s  that, wa don't 

have ~t . 
Another thing I want you all to 

understand &oat mcruntarntop rmtral, it rbs net only 

destroying our mountains, it IS interfermg wlth gur 

mt>untazn way of life 

Now I mean, we have, around my area, in 

our mlnrng area, or the mrnrng aaroud my mountam, we 

have mountaintop at about 2,000 feet. My land stands 

about 6- or 700 feet &five the sites. 

Rut re have - -  because of the 

muntaintop rem-mls, and the underground mznlng, we 

have mine cracks that just happen to be up there the 

other day, tau. And this 1s several times now 

------ *- -- 
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Julian Martin, WV Highlands Conservancy 

they've filled these mauntarn cracks up 

But I called the Surgeon General's 

offwe the other day, and I left her a Riessaga, We 

have people zn harm's way over here In Clearfork 

And I called her, and I made a reference to her to 

flnd a way to put these people out of harm's way, so 

that she ccluld enaurs their safety, to make sure 

thezr lrfe won't be in danger 

We have nobody here on thrs panel ~ust 

concerned about the citrzene If you did, you would 

t\% gomg over renting these homes over there In 

Clearfork that's empty, and llvlng down below those 

-tams, where the flncds did nut happen. 

Uf cc*lrz?n, rt rs obv~ous, that Plaode do 

not happen In the coal fields 

Ilrtathor thing that I mentioned about the 

lobs here, Gosh, now I've get to help Chrle Hamlltbn 

out here, because the lobs, hare in the coal flelds, 

I think we have lost about 150,000 nzners in 

West Vrrginia And I heard Chrxs up here say, We are 

provldiny 3&s for the people In the ccal frelds 

Well, I think if we keep pro-?ld~ng -jobs 

at that rate, we won't have to worrf about the ma1 

company, they will put themselves out of buexness 

And anrsther thrng, if Chrzs Ham~lton 

endorses thls thing that you all put together, 1t 

can't be gad for the cltlzens 

It can't be goad fox the cltlzene 

X am gomg to the af f rce and 1 am t-ot rng 

aggslnst thrs Because I£ Chrrs 1s for rt, I got to 

be agalnst it 

Epl EARTIN Ny name La Julian Martln 

14R CHAIRMAN Just amrnute, sir I'm 

sorry 

After Mr Martxn, Janet Fout 

Okay, Mr Martzn 

MR MRRTIN My nanle is Julran lvlnrtrn 

I am the 8th generatLon that has lzved on Ccal 

River We l~ve in Charleston now 

My people came here around 1800 We ynt 

here before coal d3d 

1 would lrke to see the people that want 

to destroy Qur muntalna, are movxng in on Qur 

h-meplla 

f wauld llke to ledge a complaxnt: wlth 

this panel f was the eecmd pereon tw sign in 

tanrght Larry Gxbson was the Elrst. He was the 

firat person to walk through that door, I was the 

----------------- 
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second 

rCnrrn Hamrlton was not In t h a t  room out 

there He walked tn here about two om: threci minutes 

before the thing s t a r t e d  and he Rpke netond 

Now that shewn you how low the cosl 

xndur;try w t L l  s t w p  If they wxll cheat on stuff  

lxke tha t ,  f o r  Gud's sake Mow that xa rea l ly  tacky, 

i s n ' t  r t ?  I mean, tha t  3s character, z s n t t  rt"J That 

LS who Y&?U a r e  dealrng with These are the  kinds of 

pcaple tha t  you are dealzng with 

They would s t e a l  from t h e i r  l i t t l e  

m e t e r s  

They would gush t k r r  mother down the 

a t a r r s  rn a wheelcharr 

I w m L  t o  cmplarn  a b w t  the fac t  tha t  

your ecmcwnkc study was not a broad - -  dtd not cover 

enough years I want you to go back and do t h r s  

again I beet yecu love t o  hear t h a t ,  don ' t  you? 

You w i l l  gei some xnformatxon from m e  

about B i l l  Mackey, who used t o  be the head of the 

W~ard Service. rn West Vzrgmia And he resigned t n  

protest  agarast mountaintap removal 

He sa id  r? was akm t o  a dlaease lxke 

A I D S  That IS what he sa id  

1 This i s  not a tree-hugging red ica l ,  

2 cut-of-tz-tate env~ranmentallst ,  okay? This i s  a man 

3 who belleved i n  clear-cuttxng, f o r  &d's sake. 

He says that  wuntarntop rctmwal is akin 

tl> a dlseese I l k s  AIDS Why was he nut xntervxewed 

f o r  this? K h y  was the  mformation tha t  he has not 

xacluded xn t h i s  study? 

'Kxs man was a was a premtnent f tgure rn 

thrs  s t a t e ,  and In t h r s  business. He knows what he 

in talkxng about H e  sard tha t  300,000 acres hed 

been destroyecl alsead-- And he saxd tha t  f o r  every 

acre,  you can get ZCO-board f e e t  of timber tha t  i s  

new growth. That r s  the new growth per acre. 

I: am sure zt i s  an average, okay? 

Multiply those two numbers together, 

300,000 trmes 200, cornea cut t o  60-~\11l1on-baard 

feet  That was In  1997, thxs estimate he made 

That 611-mrllion-board f e a t  of ttmber 

could have been cut on what has already h e n  

destroyed every year, forever.  

Not 3uet one, every year That is just  

the now growth You e m l d  have cut t h a t  and not mrea 

1 t 

Wow, i f  t h t s  whole meac-, doubles, an t h i s  

-- 
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repm-t clams, 1t's going to - -  ~f muntaantop 

remuval d~ubles - -  than by the year 2013, I thznk ~t 

was, In 10 years, or something, kt 1s goxng to be 

asaund 200-billlm-baard feet of trmber lost every 

year, forever 

Every year Hot one, hut elrery damn 

year, and that 1s I£ they quit minmg raght Limn 

They are destroying the hardwood timber 

an Weet VLrgmla Fall is gmng to dleappear A f l  

the trees are gomg to be the time They are p ~ n g  

to g~ with the cheap trees, where they can grow real 

fast, and don't change colors They don't want to 

mess wxth that We're dl1 gorng to look like Oregon, 

you know, you're g+mg to have green an6 yellow, that 

1s It 

So I beg you, I plead wzCh you - -  I know 
I am pissing sn the ocean - -  f beg and plead with you 

to rasmsldar the AC-CU10SnSC study 

Uc a long-term economic study. Not 7ust 

about the cad ~nduetrf, about swerythmg this zs 

rnstang us 

For CcB's sakes, they are destroying the 

future use of these places 

These are wastelands Get a grip 

These are horrzble looking places; these are not 

close calls. 

Thxsa is the worst environmental crzsrrs 

In the whole world. 

There z 8  not another muntain range in 

the Unxted States tht has had 300,OCQ acres 

destsofed Nowhere It IS an outrage 

And I wish I had another hour 

I want you to offer other rsptlons. 

EnEorca the law as %t 18. If you dzd that, lr. would 

stop them In thelc tracks 

DO sway with those damn natxonal 

permit0 that say that a valley fill has a mlnzmal 

environmental damage 

Go& Owl,  don't let them dump anything 

1tl any atrsam It rs crazlnesa 

'Phcre are 147 years of underground coal, 

according to this report fiFftV do it underground, 

with tha plllara left bclhlnd so that the top doesn't 

cave-m, tuo 

Now, 1 talked today to a DBP person, and 

he said that ~t lmks like they did all that research 

and then just rgnored the dam thing in their 

recomndstions 

MTMIVF Draft PEIS Public Comment Compendium Section B - West VirgInk Evening Session 



Janet Fout, Ohio Valley Environmental Coalition (OVEC) 

$30 

I know tha t  there a r e  people rn your 

departments We know them We know who they are 

there You know, there a re  m1es Deep Throat i s n ' t  

anythlng Ycu can ' t  t r u s t  anytwdy over there 

They are  on our s ide  

They t e l l  us tha t  t h 1 ~  1s a bunch of 

b u l l s h ~ t  , 

Thank you 

MR CIIAfRMN Janet Fout 

James - -  I belleve xt i s  Naynard 

f am Janet Faut 1 work f o r  the Ohro 

Valley Env~rorimentnl Ccalztxon 

I. am s lzfe-long resldent of West 

Vlrylnia M;r daughter 1s aevenrh generatLon 

I 3ust wanted t o  remind folks here an 

the panel a l l t t l e  bzt about the Natronal Envrronment 

Pollcy Act of 1959. 

The purpcwe of the  Act baelcally says t? 

enrwraga,  productzve and enjoyable hartoony between 

man and h i s  environment Promote e f for t s  whsch w l l l  

prevent ox elrmxnate damage t o  the environment and 

biosphere, and stimulate the health and welfare of 

nmn 

n-t~s 1s the f o u n a t ~ o n  f9r tfils EXS 
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prccess, and there a r e  three p a r t s  of t h i s  t h t  I 

think are  very much baxng neglected by the BIS 

It eaja tha t  you ahauld ensure for  a l l  

Amerrcans safe ,  helpful,  productive a d  aesthetically 

and cul tura l ly  pleaszng surroundmgs 

I don t thrnk tha t  there 1s anyone who 

has ever been t o  a mountamtog removal s i t e ,  who 

would say tha t  muntazntop removal, a s  it 1s 

practzced rn West tizrginla, does that  

That you should a t t a m  the  w ~ d e s t  range 

of beneficial  uses of the envzrmmenr wrthout 

degradatarm, r i s k  t o  hec?lth, or  safety,  or  other 

undesxrable, ox unmcmd& consequences. 

What I read of the EIS, s s p  tha t  there 

a r e  man) eonequences, and they a r e  very negatzve 

cmsequences t o  water cyualrty, t o  habitat f o r  

wildlife, for  cornmunltres, for people who l i v e  near 

blastrng 

There axe numerous, numereus, mpacts .  

'&at. you are  t o  preserve xmpczrtant 

hxstaxlc, cu l tura l ,  and natural  aspects of our 

natzonal heritage,  md mamtain wherever possrble, an 

environment which supports d i v e r s ~ t y  and variety of 

indrvldual. choice. 

----. 
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There 1s very little in the EIS, as ~t 

19 currently stated, that covers the cultural, or 

hlstorlc losses 

I would suggest to yru that since your 

E15 contains - -  at least two symposiums - -  put 
together by Federal agencies, and the coal ~ndustry, 

that loti also lncluda the proceedmgs from the 

Citxzens Coal Summit that was xn 2002, held here xn 

Charleston 

You w~ll learn a let about the cultural 

Impacts, and the zrnpacts on people's lives 

also, lust some su~nethxnq - -  the reason 

why 't think mcuntaxns need to he preaened In West 

Virgmza 

'i'heae are the wards of Wendell Berry 

"The peace of wild things 

When despair for the world grows in me 

and I wake In the night at the least 

sound, xn fear of what my life and my 

chxldren's lives may be, 

T go and lie down where the wood drake 

rests xn h18 beauty on the watar, 

and the great heron feeds 

1 come xnto the peace af wild thlngs 

0 3 

who do not tax thezr lives with 

forethought of grxef 

I come into the presence of still watar 

And I feel above me the day-blind stars 

waxtlng with their lxght 

For a txme I reat 

In the grace of the world, 

and am free * 

There is very little in your Draft DIS 

that talks about these kinds of Impacts When all of 

cur mountaxas are gone, when all of our streams are 

fxlled, where wlll we reatore our seuls? 

And also, as long as I 've goC txme, I am 

going to mention a few other thlngs 

I thsnk there la not nearly enough In 

the draft 819 to adClrass the concerns &out 

coal-aiurry ~mpoundm~nts I actually have three 

phstographa that I arll leave ulth 'you 

These are PO close to many comunltles 

md in these partzcular phctographs show how close 

they are 

Hare 1s a little known economzc fact of 

coal In 2002, for every $100 a miner whxch makes 

$50,000 a year - -  a CEO of Mulesaey Unergy rakes in 
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James Maynard, private citizen 
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approximately $13,600, 

So somebody certainly is benefiting from 

mountamtop remval . 

T wanted to mention something about the 

Alternatives. 'The reason Alternative Number 3, is 

attractive for the ccal industry and which I think 

that is definitely the wrong way to go. That is a 

fast track. 

That means that everything is given a 

rubbar etanp, nationwide permit. I think what Julian 

mentioned before, this is for minimal tidverse 

environmtsnt a1 impact . 

The coal industry likes this because it 

is the quickest - -  is a strategy which enriches their 
bottom line, and 59 that is why they prefer that. 

We don't prefer that. 

In fact, we believe that mountaintop 

removal ~hould be banned. There might be lets, and 

lots of laws, like Chris Hamilton mentioned before. 

But unfortunately there doesn't seem to be anybecly 

who has political will to enforce the laws. Whether 

xtr IS AFC lawswe, flcnd control, bond release, or y m  

name it 

Flnally, there was some msntkon abeut 

It; 5 

Mark Canterbury's study, and what ia a frequent 

decline in this nation wherein we have a prime 

hnbitat . 
Mwntaintop remowal will destroy and 

fragment - -  

MR. MAIRHW: You are out of time. 

MS. FCIUT: Well, thank you. 

MR. CHAIB4A.N: Thank you. 

MS. FOUT: f rill submit written 

comments. 

Thank you very much. 

MX. CHAIRMI1M: Jamee Maynard. 

And the next speaker will he ?%ma 

Price. 

MR. MYNARD: lily name is James Maynard, 

I am in Delbnrton, Went Virginia. I just don't like, 

the way they ate tearing our m t a i n s  up, filling up 

the hollows, and stuff like that. 

It is not real gocd, or you know. 

me environmental - -  and stuff like 
that, and the tress, and stuff, tearing it up. 

I: have seen i t  all. I have Reen trees 

tore all to pisees and just thrown over the hill and 

covered up and eveqthing else. 

-- --- 
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Doma Price, Coal River Mountain Watch 
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1 What (40 yi'u call them dame, and stuff 

2 like that? 1 have see2 them, toa, and thwj ain't nc 

3 good 

4 That is all I g ~ t  to say 

5 MR C S W I I R W  The next speaker 1s 

6 numa Prlce, and then the following  peeker 1s Frieda 

7 Wllliams 

8 MS PRICE Ry name Donna Frxce, and 

9 I am frcm D~roehy, West Virginla, in Cha Coal Rlvrr 

10 Valley 

11 Flrst, let me say that 1 am abmlutely 

12 against the mauntalntop removal methn? of coal 

13 mxning 

14 This massively destructive minmg 

15 methad, has eradzcated hundred of thouaande of 

16 Appppalechxan hardwmct forests, and replaced them with 

17 worthl~~sls grassland 

19 It ellmxnatse mzles of precrous 

19 headwates stream%, and then there are theeet massive 

25 valley fxlls Cartposed of waste rcek and dzrt that 

21 1s blasted from mountamtops, and dumped mto the 

22 neareat valley 

23 Arad by the way, for everyone who calla 

24 valley fills usable flatland; West Vxrginia 1s the 

97 

1 Mountain State. 

2 Thew3 monstrosities are contewtunus 

3 inault to our heratage 

4 Runoff from these fills degrades our 

5 tributary streams and clogs them wrth silt 

Recant studaes tall us that all of these 

things contribute to the dangerous flash flocde, that 

have becme a plague across this reglon aver the past 

several years 

Now none of this i e  news to y w  people 

who live near meuntalntnp rew-sal, we are seemg 

these things happen We live with them every day. 

We know wfrrrt x s  happenxng, to our land, and cxs 

hmes, cur commlt~es, our achbole 

We! know exactly why our hlghest 

coal-prodwmq counties h e w  the highest unemployment 

rate, and th* highest pcwerty level in the state 

We all know these thrngs And you know 

ahut these things, tea Yru may not ba comfortable 

wlth that knowledge, and you may cheosc to Ignore it, 

rn order to make yaur study accomplish what ~t has 

been desxgnad to accamplish, which seems, to be to 

keep the coal xddustry profstable 

But you c ~ u l d  never say that dm't 
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know about these things. It has all been explained 

to yi.u numerous times during these public hearings, 

and I think that this E f B  is a sharne arjd a sham. 

And 1 see people all oqrer this region 

becoming more and more frustrated and angry at this 

administration, and these agencies, haves failed in 

their duty trl prevent this irranponsible destruction 

of our land and our water. 

One more thing: This dirty little 

secret is no It3ncj-er wxlfin~d to the hills and 

hollows of central Appalachia. 

The ravaqes of mwntaintop removal 

mining, and the devastation it is causing to our 

land, and water, and our people. All of these things 

are being made known to citizens all over thia 

country, and the outrage is growing. 

Blowing up mountains is becoming a 

decxdcdli; unpopular method of mining coal. It is t m  

destructive, It violatear the principle@ of the Clean 

Water Act. 

It is becoming unacceptable to the 

people of this country, and xt will be stopped. 

Thank you. 

MR. CHAIRMRN: Frieda Williams. And 

8 9  

then the next speaker will be Bill Price. 

When you come up, remember to speak into 

the microplume. 

Thank ycu. 

MS. WILLIAMS: I am glad t~ have this 

opportunity again. 

I say, no to muntaintup remvdl. 

Even those who work in the mines are 

affected by the damage that illegal and irresponsible 

coal mining has on the citizeris of the coal fielda. 

Over just the past two years, many horws 

have been destroyed by flooding that has come from 

mountaintop remval sites and by valley fills that 

overflow. 

No one knows how nauch water is stored in 

our mountains. I wish we did. 

Throughout the cosl fielda, abandoned 

deop mines b v e  been filling with water Lor more than 

50 years. Research from the University of Xmltueky, 

established that water contains more than 60 

different cherniwls, all of which are polluting our 

drinking water. 

We krmw only tco well what the problem 

is, We know what it will take to mlve the problem. 

-- -- 
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We have the proof through the Govarnorrs Flood 

Ccmmittee Report, and the national report on coal 

slurry damage, 

These reports have taken wxe than two 

yeare to oomplats. So why the delay on putting the 

solution into place? 

The people of the coal fields need the 

answer yesterday. Profits for a few, is not gcod 

enough reason to let this de~truction continue, 

If yilu really want to make a decision, 

don't take anyone elsets word, come to the coal 

ffelda yourself. 

More than 80  years ago, Mother Jones 

said, "There is never Qaace in West Virginia because 

there is never justice." 

Unfortunately, that is still true 

today. 

Thank you. 

m.  CHAIRMAN: Bill Price, and then next 

one will be Yamas Chajmacki. I will apolugize for 

that nam, now. 

MR. PRICE: Can you hear me? Because I 

want tc shout it to the rafters, it is time to stop 

muntaintop romoval mining. 

My name is Rill PrLce, and I am the 

environmental justice resource cmrdinator for the 

Sierra Club in central Appalachia. 

I am a proud member of the Coal River 

Wuntain Watch, and I am A resident of Dorothy, Waat 

Virginia, living smack d a m  in the middle of the 

southern coal fields of West Virginia. 

X must tell you that I came here 

r"e1uctantly. N o t  because of any threats, or 

intimidation - -  because we weren't going to listen to 
that - -  but becauae I know that the Bush 
Administration, and the Environmental, Protection 

Agency want us to come here, say our peace, md go 

back and live under tha valley fills again. 

And I know that this EIS is a sham and 

it is a sham, and the Bush Administration just. don't 

give a damn. 

But in the end, I decided to come here 

and tell the EPA, and others, that there is this 

great fruarratian in the coal fields of West 

Vxrginia, Kentucky, and Tennessee. 

People who have far eo long battled for 

justice, are f%d up with nct being listened to, fad 

up with lawe not being enforced, fed up with cro&ed 

-- -- - 
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pol i t rc lans ,  fed up with the coal xndustry tha t  puts 

prufzt  above people, fed  up wxth havmg our homes and 

l rves  dcstrcyed In  the name of l o r p r a t e  greed 

Prom tha t  frustration I$ ccrnzng power 

Pawer tha t  daebn't cane from money, and xt doesn't 

ccma frcm  tatu us, i t  ccmes from wrthxn And it cows 

wxth bemq unrted wzth people from around thxe 

rsgron, around t h ~ e  cQuntry, and around the world 

I am here tonight t o  tell you about the 

people I n l l l  t e l l  you a b u t  a mother who used t o  

go out on her back porch wxth a cup of coffee rn her 

hand, and look up i n t o  the bpautlful muntalns aind 

valleys,  behxnd her home, and now she goes up there,  

and looks up a t  a p + l s  of rock  tha t  they c a l l  a 

valley f r l l ,  and she crnes.  

Mothers ahou18n1t be crylng In the 

States of West Vlrgznia, Qntuckp and Tennessee 

Th18 BIS IS a sham And we can do 

ba t te r  

And L want t o  t e l l  you abeut a fa ther  

tvho onre took hrs e m  fxehincj i n  the h e t a m  streams 

eurrouhdzng hrs  home tc t e x h  hlm how t o  f r sh ,  l i k e  

h is  fa ther  had before hlm Now he would have t o  

explain t o  h i s  l l t t l e  boy how tha t  muntnxn strearu l a  
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1 no longer there.  How it i s  par t  of over 700 mxlee nf 

2 streams tha t  have been bururled by mrnuntalntop rearsval 

3 rnlnmg. 

4 Daddy shcn~ld not have t o  explam tha t  tn  

5 the l x t t l s  buy, and the 73x9 does not solve tha t  

6 problem, arrd w can do be t te r  

7 I want t o  t o l l  you about a grandfgther 

8 and grandmother, who worked t h c l r  mtzxc l l v s s  t o  gat 

9 a l i t t l e  place up l a 2  the  m m t a l n s  so tha t  they could 

1 0  r e t r r e  In  peam and F r e t  And now, every day tha t  

11 paace and qulat ,  r s  blasted,  because of b las t lng  on 

12 the muntarns above them, and they a r e  afrazd,  p ~ s s e d  

13 o f f ,  and stressed out.  

14 And grandparents ah$uld not hare t o  l l v e  

15 that  way. This &IS does not salve rhat  problem, and 

16 w e  can do bertex 

19 And you need t o  hear about the  

18 children The chzldren who axe goxng t o  bed every 

1 9  night tha t  st rarna f u l l y  clothed because they don't 

20 F a o w  tha t  a t  3 o'clock i n  the  roornmq they may have 

21 t o  get  up and run for  t h e i r  lives Not from the  

22 water corning from the streams, but the  water tha t  1s 

23 coming from the sedxment p M s  abavs them 

24 Chxldren ahmld not have t o  be going t o  

--- 
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aleep fully clothed at night. This EIS does not 

solve that. And it is a sham, and we can do bstter, 

Frieda, thank you for mentioning M~ther 

Jones. Because people today are still fighting for 

justice in the coal fields, and we will have that. 

Our battle is not with the ones cf those 

that are feeding their families, but it is with the 

greedy coal operators, and the West Virginia Coal 

Association who put profit above people. 

And our battle with the Rueh 

Administration, that totally iqnores the laws and 

lets this illegal practice continue. 

We will win. 

We will have real field justice, in 

spite of the fact that this EIS is shame, and a sham, 

and the Rueh Adminltltration just don't give a damn1 

MR. C W A f W ? :  James Qlajmacki? 

AUDIENCE: MEMBER: He left. 

MR. CHAIRMIIN: Okay. Pam Medlin. 

After Pam we will be taking another 

small break again. 

MS. MEDLIN: I am Pam Medlin. I am from 

Charlotte, North Carolina. 

I am here tonight representing a family 

frw WcDowell Co?tnty, West Virginia. 

My eighth-year-old eon came to me 

recently with tears in his eyes asking, Mammy, why 

don't they realize that cutting d m  the msintains 

and trees caua% flooding and hurts the earth. Even 

X knaw that, and I am just a kid. 

That slngle statement stunned me. My 

immediate family no longer lived in West Virginia. 

My kids don't have to Live in fear of another flo~d 

or slurry dam breaking. Yet they feel the pain of 

their friends and family still living in the coal 

fields of West Virginia. 

My son heard me planning my trip here 

today and begged. to ccme along. Why do you want to 

go? I asked him. Eis reply, So that I can ask the 

coal company, and the coal miners mykielf, why they 

hate little kid8 so much. They put them in danger. 

Wky can't we find better ways to make 

electricity, arrd why they can't be nice to the earth? 

Again, I was stunned by the intelligence 

of an exght-year-old child. If he could understand, 

then surely the caal companies, and the government 

cauld understand, as well. 

This earth i s  a gift given to all of us 
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f o r  the short amount of time w e  ere here Not 3ust 

bxg buslness and people wlth money 

For s?mec)ne t o  have the aaudaclty t o  

thmk tha t  they can ImproTe the gxft t b t  has been 

grven, leaves me a t  a loss  for  words. 

t h t  1s going ts be l e f t  f o r  future 

genera t~ons?  When the l a s t  hardwood fores t  18 bemg 

trucked out of here, and seeing f l a t  scarred land 

where a majestic mountain once stood7 

Can you, the coal campamen, or  ycu the 

government, lcak m t o  the  innccent eyes of a ch1l.d 

and honestly say that  you t r i e d  t o  do sawthlng  g o d  

for  the ear th  and t h e l r  future7 That you d l d n l t  

thlnk molmtamtop removal was bad f o r  the earth? 

We ask tha t  you take an honest and 

unb~ased  look a t  the government's wwn research They 

have proven, wlkhout a shadow of a doubt, t h a t  

mountaintop removal and valley fills destroy our 

envlronntant and w r  fu ture  

20  We ask tha t  you extend the deadlme for  

2 1  comments on the Envxronmental Impact Statemexit, e.5 

22 tha t  a l l  people can read, and f u l l y  understand the 

23  6evastatlon our own gcvernment, our own government, 

24 18 permitling t o  contxnue 
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Perhgpipa i t  is time tha t  we a l l  rea l ize  

that  we are i n  t h i s  together.  There are 

a l te rna t ives ,  ant3 together we ought t.o succeed i n  

making a difference.  

Remember the words of a ch i ld ,  " 1  know 

t h a t ,  and I am just  a kid." 

t4R. CflATRMRN: I t  i s  time tha t  we all. 

take a five-minute break here.  !i'he two speakere 

a f t e r  the break w i l l  be Winnie Fox. C a r ~ l y n  

Chajmacki, i f  she happens to  s t i l l  be here, and Patty 

Sebnk. 

Let i@ take f ive  minutes, and come back 

in ,  and i f  the ~ p e a k e r  i s  speaking, again, be very 

quiet .  

Thank you, 

(Break. ) 

MS. FOX: My name io Winnie Pox. I am 

from Huntington, West Virginia,  d Z was born on t.he 

Btg Sandy River, 

f have seen a l o t  of hideous things i n  

my- time, but X have never, never seen mything as 

hideous a s  nountaintop removal, 

This s t a t e  has the r iches t  resources andl 

the poarast people, We t a l k  about we have no jobs, 
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our chrlciren have t o  l e a w  t h l s  s t a t e  because there 

1s nothing here f o r  them We educate them and then 

bzd them good-bye They a r e  l i k e  refugees 

I am gomg t o  calm on down now But I 

want t o  read a poem that X wrote about rilaseey because 

L am supposed t o  r e a t r a m  myself Because I mlght 

mcznerate 

"Ode t o  Massey Coal" 

W o w  you use energy a l l  wrong 

You have been among us too long 

Everythmg you have been dolng 18 wrong 

Y+u have messed up our rzvers, 

You have meessd up our streams, 

You have messed up our hopes, 

and you have messed up our dream.  

You have blown up our mountains, 

You have taken cur wells,  

and lnstaed of respecting, 

You've glven us h e l l  

You've been a ro t ten  mrporate nexghbor, 

YauI-19 no respect f o r  labor 

Maw we have a monumental jgb of cleanlng 

up Lhe mess you made, 

And I've co--+*red f o r  the taxes you have 

nst paid 

The adr; tha t  you m x n g  on Tir t o  make 

YOU 300k p Q d ,  

but they are not workmg, 

you are s t i l l  a c o w r a t e  hood 

The toxic sludge 1s cw, yucky, 

that  yvu don't  want Kentucky. 

Can we xecovcr our losses,  

a t  the EPA oflxce? 

Stop t h i s  deadly World War, 

WE can't stand ~t anymore. 

When we b ~ d  you grodbye, 

there w x l l  be no t e a r s  In eur eyes 

Here's t o  you, Dear Old Hassey, 

you haw been a pam in  the 

neck 

These are sacred land, and these a re  

18 sacred people, and you ara the regulatory agency for  

19 t h l s  s i t e ,  and ~t 3 s  your sacred duty t o  protect  

20  these mountains and protect  t h e m  people. 

21  Because IE ycru don ' t ,  you w i l l  have t o  

22 answer t o  somebdy f o r  tha t .  1 promwe. And I keep 

23 my promises. 

24 Thank you ao much. 

----- ----- - 
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Mi? M A X R W  Carolyn Cha"~meckl? 

AUDfEWBICH MEMBER They l e f t  

MH CHAIRMAN I knew ha dzd, but 1 

wasn't sure ~f she d id  o r  not 

Patty Sebok knd then a f t e r  Patty,  i t  

wzll be Janrce Neem 

RS. SlBOK Hello My name ra Patty 

Sebok 1 am a l i fe long resxdent of Boone County, 

West Vlrglnia 

My ancestors a l so  have been here sxnce 

the 1700's My father was a coal mlner, and my 

husband 1.8 a coal miner So I am not ngalnst a11 

~ 0 4 1  mlnlng But I am agarnst muntazntog remwal 

mlning 

I keep hearing that  mountamtop rremuval 

rnlnlng provides the only gd*& paying jobs In a 

depressed. regLon, and leveln cut rough te r ra in  f o r  

future development. Well MTR mining prondes  so many 

3obs, than why are  the coal mlning countlea the 

p o r e s t  of the s t a t e ?  

Name me one Raountazntop rem-a1 s i t e  

tha t  has been developed on the Bzg Coal Rzver area 

We hem tha t  there i s  no er_~nomlc &velopment because 

of a lack of potential  development s i t e s  

Rag Coal River area has over 95,000 

acres of f la t tened  land Is  t h i a  not enough Land f o r  

development? Whew are  the development plans far the 

land? What i s  the percentage of mountsintq removal 

s l t e s  tha t  a r e  developed from destroyed mounta~ns? 

Bama County has an ecunhnlc dcoelapment 

plan, bur r t  plainly a ta tes  tha t  if an MTR s l t o  1 s  

not within a half a£ a mile of a four-lane road, 

there w l l l  be no development 

So on our side,  the  B I ~  Coal River aide 

of Boone County, there w i l l  not be any development. 

If awntamtop removal mining zs so gacd 

for  conmmxties, why i s n ' t  there an? muntamtvp 

removal going on in  Charleston o r  h u t h  Charleston. 

I s  i t  becauee ihcuntalntnp removal impacts the puar, 

those without pawer7 YOU won't see  k t  i n  the r i c h  

commnx t i e s  

t lves  arc l o s t ,  homes destroyed, and 

ammmit les  dwvastated Plus the loss  o£ our culture 

when we lose our mcuntains, and the fre@&ms t h a t  go 

i n t o  our muntaxns 

Deer and bear are being seen In peoplo+a 

yards En the daytime t o  ea t  becaur~e they are bemg 

rwl out by mountamtop remual .  They have no food 
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In the past four years, I have seen mre 

deer comxng 1n my yard to aat grass than I have in my 

entrre lifetxme 

Xf you thrnk that enforcement of 

exxatrng regulatmns wrll not be economically 

benefzczal to contmue mrning, then go back to deep 

rnlnlng 

Deep mining cbes not cause the problems 

that wntalntop rrarcloval mrnrng does Plus, it 

pravrdes more lob@, wrth much less enaronmental 

impact cm comunities, and private prvporty owners 

LaRt year, my husband was lard off twice 

frm the deep mmes, whxle the muntazntop rewral 

sltes were working night and day 

Momtramtop remeval mxnes does not 

provide half as many )obs aa deep mxnes, twt deep 

mlnes cannot compete with the cheap prices of 

mmtaintop removal coal 

This EIS study costs tho American 

taxpayers - -  yeo, the Amerrcan taxpayers, not just 

West V~rginia taxpayers - -  $9 mxllxm 

And rt started out to minzmxze the 

potential for adverse effects of minmg operations 

So I w~uld lzke to know how drd rt cotm 

to be a streamline permxttlng process? 

Thank you 

MR CHAIRMAN Janzcct Neecc The next 

speaker will be Chuck Wrostak 

MS N&ESE H1 My name is Janlce Neese 

and I am currently the executrve drreetor of 

Coal Rlver Mountain Watch 

I, too, am a lifalunq West Vrrginlan I 

have come from two generations of coal mznsrs 

For over fxve years -- thet last five 

years - -  I have been workmg very closely with the 
reexdents of the southern coal frelds, frghtrng the 

environmental, social. and economic impacts of 

mountaintop remval mining 

It is the hrakst lob that I have ever 

b e  in my. job, and 1 was a teacher for 31 years So 

that is sayrng quite a bxt 

It seems, four long years, we have b~en 

wartmg the results of the study, hoping that aom-e 

flnally listen Unfortungtely, you chase not 

t9 

Whlle we were waztrng, we were 

suffering While you were studying, we were 

sufferxng It rreems that every study is the same 

k 
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1 result. We expect something goad, and it is always 

2 sontethlng bad. 

In the £our years that you were workmg 

on this study, w e  hare suffered frm - -  we hve 

suffered the decapitation of our momtaxas, and the 

dumping of valley fills into our streams We have 

suffered a m  pollut~on, &st pollution, three 

devaatat ing flwds. 

We have had sludge dunps, sludge darn 

spills, valley-'£111 failures, et cetera, et cetera, 

et cetera 

Anel I could take my five mlnutan telling 

ycu cf what we studied, but that's not what T'n gomg 

to do. 

I'm going to tell you that the study 

that you released, shames every member of the 

comunitj. And it deals a death blow to both the 

physical snt-iranmctnt and human enviromnt rn the 

southern cr~l f lelds . 

I am m t  sure - -  I am not sure why you 
chose to side with the coal industry, and wrth then 

falre economics. Maybe, perhaps, j-cm were swayed by 

the threat of lost jebs 

I am 67 years old, and I have heard that 

165 

threat since I was szx ?-ears old. I lived thrmgh 

it 

Why d%s the coal industry thmk thst 

they are entztled to a y n h ,  w h e n  the? rear of the 

nation, achoslteachers, all typee of people, have 

loat thair 3obsy 

Are! we out t q m g  to protect their 

pbs? Have X paen anyone on this commzttea try to 

pratect th&xr ~obs? No It is only the coal 

mdus t ry 

They thmk that thqf ahould take a few 

p b s  that they give to d cmunlty, and we shwald be 

grateful. 

They also tell us that we are, 

obligated, to provlde cheap energy for the natlon. 

Well, we don t think so 

We have no intentxons of. allowinq this 

to csnrlnue, We have no xntent ions of seexng cur 

cmunitles destroyed, our muntelna destroyed, our 

heritage deetroyed: everything that we hold dear is 

destrcjred. 

Mow people dl$ you talk to f rm the 

southexn coal fitl& when y m  did thla study? Did 

you interview anyme in the Booae Cmnty area' Dzd 
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you lntervlew anybody from the ~mpouerlshed counties 

of Mlngo, McDowell, Boqne, parts of Raleigh? 

He dlh't see you We didn't hear frcm 

you You know, when we send in our comments, we 

serxausly think that the) are probably not even read 

I would like to talk a little bit, ton, 

about - -  well, I want& to say, something else about 

what, perhaps, changed yew mxnd abut what you were 

supposed to do? Perhaps you fell prcy to the coal 

industry's economists' point of vzew 

Let me tell you about the econowf of 

coal. Coal 1s a false prasperxty It enriches the 

few, to the detrlrrent of many  

The wtto of coal is get as much coal as 

1-w can wlth the feweat number of men, and the 

greatest amount af profrt, and get out, with -- the 
proflt - -  aa fast as low, can 

I have seen that. three tinne in my 

lifetime T have Been that happen, and nothing 1s 

left behxnd for We& Vlrgrnsa, and nothmg is left 

behind f'3r Kentucky 

Fmally, I would lxks to say something 

about reclamatxon You know, one of the gentlemen on 

that site said that they shouldn't have to reclaim 

these pleces 

difficult to 

107 

beceuae kt xe: difficult, you know, it l a  

do. 

They are required by law to reclaim 

these land sites Nothing has been done in Boone 

County, far $cam County Pour percent have been 

reclaimed, if at all 

what I am here to tell ysu tonzght, xs 

that we are angry, and we wanted to tell you Hell, 

no, to your study, and hell, no, to momtamtop 

removal mining 

Thank you 

MR (3tl\IRW Chuck Wrostok 

nfla thrn after Chuck, we wlll nave 

irlarlan M~llter 

HI3 PBhaiSSTOX My name in Chuck Wrostok 

after Chris Hannlton gave his qualifications, I guess 

I have to say that I am not a native West Vrrgxnian. 

But  I have been here for 77 p~̂ earrs, and I am here to 

stay I am net going anywhere 

Fur the fedexallties they are here 

tonight, f also wgnt to say that I have 40 years 

ucperlence as a U S taxpayer 

This EX5 report 1s an unhealthy sxsrAple 

of the type of double speak emanating from 
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1 can understand the delay i n  the 

releaae of such a document I t  has t o  be 

e d r r a s s l n g  t o  s m e  o f  the authors 

Who would be proud of a documrtnt tha t  

makes such a strong case f o r  protecting the  

environment, while recommendmg a s p e e d ~ e r  way t o  

destroy 1%' 

$9 as a t q a y e r ,  I am formally 

demanding a refund of the  $8 mllllon t h a t  .LOU spent 

on th1s 

New i f  our gwernmnt  naa controlled by 

the people, and for the  people, we wouldn't be: here 

today defending our m~untazns from mutilation') 

We would not have t o  deal wxth the 

perverse logkc of an EIS report that  t e l l s  us of vast 

environmental damage from mountaintop mlnlnq, and 

then aakes ~t eas ler  t o  get  permlts t o  *IQ t h l s  very 

same damage 

Am I mrssing sorrnethxng here* I mean. I 

<don't get  i t ,  or what? 

We a lso  uruuldntt have t o  deal wlLh the 

dark mmds tha t  control the mmrnlng lndustry whc would 

destroy one of the wt.rldte mmt dxvprse ecosystems 

Lor the sake of p r a f l t  

If we had a gooerrunent tha t  was 

controlled by the people - -  there 1s already a 

healthy mistrust of the  Federal gcmrnmsnt In  thls 

neck of the wclcda, and t h i s  %IS report doesn't help 

T e y ,  mmers, &rlvers and t h e i r  

fam~lzes ,  a re  faced with t e r r l b l o  Choreee They are 

being asked t o  transform thetr wouds through hunting 

grounds, t h e l r  f lahlng streams In to  barren wasteland, 

or lose t h e l r  )obs I t  i s  an awful choice One that  

they should not have t o  make. 

Many of them were here today If you 

lock xnto the hearto of many of the people here, you 

w l l l  see many of the ne~ghbere,  eveqday folks l l k e  

y ~ u r s e l v e s ,  thinkmg about t h e l r  chblce t o  have a 

home, and a decent t l f a  i n  these h i l l s  and hollowe of 

thxs i x a u t ~ f u l  land, these wwltarna t h a t  God mde 

Some people w x l l  say tha t  there w l l l  

eventually be aobs a t  Walmarts, and fast-food places 

on t h i s  raclaxmed land, but who could lxve on mznlmum 

wage and nu benefxte? 

By the way, t h i s  "reclaimed land" 

phrase, I have a l l t t l e  trouble wzth Where I come 

frem, we c a l l  ~t a l a n d f l l l  I t  1s usually f l l l e d  

---- -" 
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w~th ]unk 

We all have to work together to find a 

way to keep our mountain heritage arid have god jobs, 

ton 

I f  federal agencres can bar1 out eavrngra 

and loans aesociatrons, if they can bar1 out arrllnes 

with bsll~ms of dollars of money that ccme out cf 

our pockets, then rt could help coal-field people 

create goad-gsying 3obe hem rn West V~rgrnra 

It rs Irk$ we are lnnaible here, 

eomtrmes 

Federal subsldree could create jobs rn 

altsrnat~ve-energy research, development and 

constructlan, lobs w z t h  a future 

Are we to become an energy-~acrrfrce 

zone, because we can't pull tcgether for a mose 

divarae economrc future? Surely we can do better 

Nor maybe the Government agencies who 

are so anxicws t4 n o w  ~omunicate wlth une another, 

could communrcate with agencies and see what they 

could do abmt thio 

?%ere are plenty af people down here 

wtllmg ta work T'hoy need the jabs, they h~%-e the 

resrlrence, they have the rntelllgence, and they have 

the work ethx 

We are not abut to havs thzs 

wvemmant, w h i c h  is cmtrollsd by industry, deatray 

our way of Ilfe These mauntarns are not an 

lmpedrmenc to progress; they are cur a~ul 

We reject the gremiee of havrng ~obs, 

while davastatrng our land forever 18 a good thmg 

It 2s a dead-end path 

As Wwdy Cuthrici put rt, This land is 

our land The water, the air, the eurl that suotarns 

US These are our rrgkts and rltal ingrcdzente for 

the cxmmn good of everyone. 

A good Qavesnment report. would not only 

reflect that, but weuld fmd ways to sustam the 

co~imn god 

F4R ~1~~ Sir, you are out of rrm 

?4R WYROSTOK Thank you. 

MR CXAIP7MAN The naxt speaker i s  

Marran Wrller, and then after that ia 

Pauline Cantebusy 

May I remind ~ o u  agarn, to please ad3wt: 

the mxc ex that all the people can hear everkone 

Tkank you. 

MS MILLER* My name is Marlan Mrller 
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1 I lrve xn Sylvanter, in a coal-dust town that has 

2 sux rounded ua 

3 I am agarnst mountamtop rewirdl V?e 

4 need to protect o w  water streams, and cur rivers - -  
5 God gave us these bsautlful wuntalns, not to be 

6 destroy~d 

7 I mwd to Bome County ~n 1951 There 

8 were coal rnxnea and coal camps along Coal Rxver. 

9 They did not remove the inauntam tops years ago, and 

10 xt was a bigger demand for the csal In 1951 when I 

I1 ncved to Cva1 Rxver 

12 Why do they have to remo-~e the mountam 

3 3 togo now7 

14 Thls IS where our State, our Federal 

15 government need@ to make laws. enforce them Don't 

16 force people out Dm't wait until ~t rs toa late 

17 and v9e are washed off Act now on the law 

18 When I go to bed at night, I do not know 

19 ~f we are gorng to be flooded after a heavy raxn, or 

20 xf an xmpcundment wrll break lonae, We do not have 

21 any klnd of a warnlng sxgnal 

2 3 I am battveen two moat endangered 

21 ~mpouhdments One 1s across the river from ma, and 

24 one ru flvs mxles up the road 

213  

Now we thmk, Are we gorng to be washed 

down Coal River? Does anybody here really know? tW 

1 am not agaxnst coal mining, because we 

need coal, and we need Jobs, but don't destroy our 

muntams and ~ommnstiea 

There ahc-uld be a law of haw close? the 

mines are butlt to a town Before the mountamtap's 

removal, and pollutron m Coal Ri-~es, we could swxm 

xn the rrver, we could fish in the rlver. We could 

take a lxttle canoe ride down Coal River, but they 

arc &nuasa up the rlver now, and we can't go 

nowhere - -  can't fxsh 
In the wxntestzrne, we used to go Ice 

skatrng The Coal Rxver would freeze over Now what 

is In our rxver' W h a t  kind of chemxcal 1s In our 

rrver that they dio not freeze now' 

low I have got a little pxcture here 1 

want to 8how you, that the people tn Sylvester have 

suffered over a mountamtop removal Rxght there, 

(mnd~catlngi 18 where a stoker plant ra put a h t  300 

yards from wf home 

Now on the count of all of the coal dust 

that we axe getting from the stoker plant, ~t ha@ 

ruxnad our little t c m  
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Now nrp time i s  a l m o ~ t  up, but I l u s t  

want rc  t e l l  one mare thlng W e  have l o s t  our 

schools, and I fee l  now tha t  I have l o s t  my home 

My home i a  appraised a t  $144,000 And 

m the count of the coal dust ,  ~t 1s wort $12,000 

It has d e p r e ~ l a t e d  'I'hls 1s what I ha&? wcrked so 

hard on a l l  my l i f e ,  and it i s  only worth $l0,000, 

not enough t o  burp me 

My huskkind was In the War We fought 

fur  cur country, now I am flghtzng for  my home 

I am damn mad Now they say we have no 

wl lu txon,  they are crazy 

This i s  what we gut up with, 

Iindzratxng), coal dust 

14R CXAIRMAN Thank you, ma'am 

Next speaker 1s Paulina Cantebury 

Then the next speaker 18 Melvin p r c e  

MS CSINTEBLRY Wf name i s  Paullne 

Cantebury, and I am a lso  frem the t a m  of Sylvester, 

Heat Vlrgxn~a 

Whoever sa id  t h a t  wet don't have any caal 

dust anymore? Up there in  the  par t  of West Vlzglnla 

where they say that  r e  clontt have any coal dust 

anymore - -  well whoewer eazd that here t.onxght, aure 
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hna not been i n  Sylvester In the l a s t  f3ve years 

Because the l a s t  f ive  years, the  t a m  af Sylwater  

btas been t o t a l l y  polluted, demolished, dastroyed with 

coal dust 

This EnvironmentaS. Impact Statement you 

have made does nothlng f o r  the communities 

You dxd not &.;en come i n t o  the 

commrtiets,  you dlc?ntt ask us snythxng. You drdn' t  

ask us why we were complainmg l i k e  we ware 

camlalning 

I want t o  t e l l  you what l t  l e  l i k e  t o  

l i - ~ e  in the  coal f i e l d  r&y Prowntalntop removal 

mining of coal f ie lds  today i s  massive ruination,  Rot 

only t o  the bearztiful Plppalachlan mountains of Mest 

Virginra, but t o  every creature whose exxatotnce 

depends on these muntains for survival, and to the 

c i t lzens  who h v e ?  zn t h e  v a l l q  below them 

Much danger and destructron lurch behind 

a guard shack, a t  the mouth of those opelratxons 

Explosions that  resemble the Atom Bomb, 

f l l l  the airway wwlth rock duot f o r  mzles away, 

covermg the valley belaw, and all, those who dwell 

within, wlth t h r s  deadly s t u f f ,  whlch causes 

s111ccs1s 

--- --- 
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Inadequate runoff Don& are bui l t  i n  the 

hollows tha t  break dux~ng heavy ra ins ,  h i t t i n g  walls 

of water gushing down the  mountalno destroying 

everythmg and everyone zn i t s  path 

Barns a re  b u ~ Z t  up over hollnws, holding 

rrullions of gallons of black s lur ry ,  loaded with over 

60 chemicals and varyrng degrees of age and erwlon 

And aaepmq m t n  un&qround minea tha t  are in the  

entxre paat h is tory ,  threatening valleys and people 

below them who have no route to safe ty .  Buffalo 

Creek and Martzn County, Kentucky, a t e  two gclod 

examples of what w l l l  happen 

The first of thean- z ~ d m e n t s  is 

released constantly in to  our streams and r lvera  

The Bxg Coal RITB~,  Zn BIsone County, was 

a free-flowlng r iver .  Xt is, now a t r i c k l i n g  stream 

blocked a t  in te rva ls  with nllegal dam and it s s  one 

of the most c~ntnminated r w e r s  i n  the Unlted Stateds 

of Amerxa, and s t  1s the drinking water supply for  

tha t  area 

I l lega l  ~ubatances ,  such a s  rock dust 

are disposed of i n  these 1~6undmmt.a Unmrked 

tankers and drums t rave l  constantly m t o  theae areas 

across our hlyhways, 

Tkre dark of nlght hides many t h s n g ~  

P0wd63x-y~ black coal dust pours frcm uncm%eed 

Btructures, placed near rcerdentlal  areas,  polluting 

the a i r  for  milae, destwying c l t lzena '  pxopertiaa, 

homes, and exposing everyone t o  black lung 

The entry i n  the  year 2000, had a 100 

percent hxghar cancer risk than the Clean Water Act 

allawe. X t  i s  no d i t f s r a n t  today. 

The a l l o t t e d  t h e  period speak here does 

not. allow enough to  t e l l  a l l  of the v i c ~ o u s  act$ tha t  

are being mgmsaa by the cit lzeno of West Vixglnia xn 

the southern aoal f i e l d s  caused by mountaintop 

removal. 

AB a fellow Republrcm, and wzth due 

respect,  1 challenga Presx&nt Bush, and you, the  

impact committee, t o  come i n t o  the hollows and 

valleys of eolrtketrn West ~ i r ~ i n i a ,  and f e e l  the 

exploexbns shake the house: t h a t  you are etandang in ,  

19 wfizle t h e  wallfl cmmble, and p lc tures  f a l l  to the 

213 f loor .  

2 1 h d  the ccmtinuing fear  of rock dust 

22 Ealling through the a i r  an your and bredthe i t  

2 3  in to  yrur lungs 

24 To watch the o m  dlsagpear behlnd the 
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clouds To see the stress, the streams and rlvera 

turn black wlth a chsmlcal-layden slurq, or catch & 

fish wrth holes eaten into Its body from those 

chemicels, ancl see the animals krlled along the 

hlghwq after bexng drr~en from therr habztat Then 

show from the odor of the eczd runoff from watchrng 

tho toxic sllde seep from the valley frlls where they 

have frlled the valleys 

Then witness a person dyrng from 

hemorrhaging lungs, eaten up wrth coal dust, or a 

black-lung urctrm, gaepmg for air Into his mouth 
10-5-2 

clcyged with coal dust 

krd see a chrld panlc, when it rains, 

feasxng his home will be destroyed agam Then leave 

our valley of narrow brzdges and unkept hrghways, 

dcdgrnq therr car between the momtalns, and 
17-2-2 

crrerloarled coal truck swerving in your lane That re 

muntazntop removal maning lrvmg 

I em a coal miner'e daughter, and a coal 

miner's wxfe X am now a 73-ycar-old wicluw, who 

worked 4 5  years to acqurre the home that I have, but 

n o w  my home 1s worthless b f j  home LS full of black 

coal duet 

MR. C X A I R W :  You are out of time. 

HS CAMTEBURY My h e  1s - -  
Sls, I think I have lost enough, z Z  you 

can bear wrrh me thls tlm 

MR. CtIAIRMAN I ' m serry, ma' am We 

have several people, but when you get thrcugfi, you 

can put your camcmts In the emwent box 

MS. CASFBWJRY Okay Let me Bay one 

mre thing Gn my worthless hma, on the wall, is a 

plaque xxth mctale on xt, The same matale that 

Yesszca P2~clr has on her chest 

husband fought In Lhree majcr battles 

In World War Xf,  spendxng 116 days as a Pr~soner of 

War, in Gemmy 

I am so glad that he is not here today 

to see the thlnga that he had, for the sacrlfxces 

that he paid, and see hzs hnme lzke ~t 1s today 

3"hmk you 

MR CWsIRMRN. Melvrn Tyrce Then the 

next speaker wrll be Brll McCabe 

t& WWE: My name: ie Me1 Tyrce and f 

am a resident af Hurrxcane, West Vrxgmza As long 

as we are keepmg ccunt, X am a fifth generatron 

West Yzrgznlan 

1 have a gen@ral cmmsnt to make at 

-** 
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first, and then I have some specific things ahwt the 

BIB. 

Let's be honest here, okay? Mcuntaintop 

removal is about a cheap and easy access to a 

noneustainable energy source. 

It is not about redevelopment. It is 

not about future sustainable energy. It. is abut 

cheap and quick access to a nonrenewable energy 

source. And that iu what it is about. 

Zlrryway, I think it is going to take a 

long time, but I think we are going to have to adopt 

a society of permnnence, A sustainable energy, 

sustainable economic development. 

Prom my perspective, that is the 

ult imate answer here. 

Anyway, that i r r  my first thing. 

The second coment I get- is: What would 

be the Corps of Engineer's criteria from deciding 

between nationwide permit, verajes individual permit? 

20 To me, that re the best concern. The 

21 process wculd a lot gufcker with a nationwide 

22 permit, I think thra is a critical isfua that I am 

23 not sure 1s fully defmcld yet. I think it is 

24 something 1 thrnk we need to look at 
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The thrrd thzng I had zs. Will 

mxtigatsd or replace wetlhnds, or waters of the 

Unrted States be equal, zn terms of the same qualrty 

and functzanalrty, and specleu of dlvexszty of the 

wetlands that were replaced? 

In other words, axe we tdlk~ng qualzty 

here, or quantrty? That is an rmportant thmg 

I am not famxliar wlth the 404 process 

of mountaintop rerrmval, but I have delrnaated 

wotlands for 40d parmlt process for other induetrtee, 

and there i a  a cetrtarn amount of dc~ountabllity there 

zn terms OE qualltf in mitigated wetlands, verees 

qualrty of a destroyad wetland 

I thmk that zo an iq~rthnt 

c~na~dorat~wn, partxcularly s o m e  of these hoadraters, 

is redly vltally rmportane for downstream energy 

budget B 

I thznk that needs to be looked ;at 

m e  fourth thing I got, I am not sure 

from looking rhrcugh rhe 131s xf this was co-mxed 

%?hat are the long-term rmpacts to downstream energy 

budgets frm the lous of ephemeral or upper streams7 

*err la a lot of ephemeral aquatic 

energy sowrcee;, the nutrrents that are pre~ented from 

- 

Mf MNF Draft PEIS Public Comment Compendium E3-249 Section B - West Virginia Evening Session 



Bill McCabe, Citizens Csaf Council 

122 

Elc%i~ng downstream, when these ephemeral atreams axe 

Ourxed I am ~ u e t  womtering s h u t  long-tern, 20, 

30. 50 years down the road I am not sure tha t  was 

addressed 

The other comment 1 had Haw w x l l  

Alternative 3 be Emanced? I have heard some people 

t a l k  a b u t  ~treamlaning, and Mw we w l l l  put thld 

under one s t a t e  agency 

I used to work far  the  DEP, and funding 

1s somethang they had very l a t t l e  of And f don't 

understand haw thld ~ncreased  reapansibll l ty Ear the 

S ta te  DEP, w i l l  be funded, an te rns  of enforcement, 

permit, revlew, and tha t  !and of thlng 

The Etate 1s now strapped f o r  cash 

I mean, how are  the budgets of the  DEP gomg t o  

withstand t h l s  nal xonwide pormxt process if ~t 1s 

passed? 

It i s  confuelng 

I belleve tha t  l e  x t .  

The l a s t  thmg - -  Gc5d forbxd - -  

mmntalntop remcval continues, I think tha t  we rea l ly  

have t o  s@rxnunly leak a t  susttaxnrble replacement in  

tsrme of ecenamlcally sustamable development, a s  

well as envlronncentrtlly ouatamable envlroment 
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I have heard people ta lk  a b u t  tha t  the 

mdustry representatives say tha t  they don't  have a 

cryetal  b a l l ,  but they seem t a .  

I mean, ~f they are coming c u t  here and 

deetrcylng hundreds of thousands of acres of land, 

and burying stream*, they must know somrjth~ng tha t  

the envxronmentallats don't know In t e r m  of thezr 

impact 

So 1 don't  buy tha t  as an excuse for  

lldt having the prcpsx language In place befare these 

petmits &ra issued, guarantees .&cut the developent 

of  t h r ~  proFcxty That has been a s h o r t f a l l  In  the  

pas t ,  and ~t seems now 1s the t ~ m e  t o  correct  tha t  

If mountamtop rernoval 1s a l lorsd  t o  costumer 

mnk 

).IR CHRXRBtRN B113 McCabe 

MR. McCAB% Can I ask the  panel a quick 

procedural questson? 

PZR CHAIRMAH What would tha t  be, s l r ?  

MR. k W E  I wes yrondermg xf there 

are any ather cztlzens cf tha coal f l e l d s  tha t  a r e  

affected by this horrible tragedy tha t  want t o  

speak9 

Can I sea h n d a ?  
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Okay. Would it be possible, sir, that I 

yield my time until, you hear from -.. I am worried 

ahaut your attention span, is what X am worried 

about. And it would be more impartant for you to 

hear from them, because they are actually taking it. 

Can I swap places with the last of the 

two speakers that would be anti-mountaintop removal 

from the coal fields? 

Sure I can. 

lilR. C H A X M :  1 would have to move you 

to the bottom of the list, sir. That is the only way 

I can conceivably QO that. 

PiR. HcWE: If moving me at the bottom 

of the list is after the laet person wha speaks 

against mimtaintop removal. 

MR. CZAIRWW: T don' t know who speaks 

for w h a t .  That would be the only way to do that, 

Either speak now or. move to the bottom. 

MR. McCARE: I am going to yield to the 

expertise of the coal fields. 

m. CHAIRMAN: The next speakax will be 

Florence - -  I am going to gueas -- Twu. I may be 

wrong. 

Then the speaker after that will be 

12 5 

Abraham, M-W-A-U-R-A f w m t t  even try that one 

Florence 1bu Then the next speaker 

will be Abraham, M-W-A-U-B-A, after Florence 

Ze Florence here? 

MS TWU My name 16 Florence Il*u 1 

grew up in West 'Jirginla, and my fsmily w a d  t o  

Illmou? Thas 1s the frrst tame that I have been 

back tc the state for 13 years 

I dxdn't come back to see flat grassy 

land, there 1s enough of that In Illinois I came 

back &cause all of m y  chil&md memorlw are 

unxversally tied up wlth the meuntains in thls 

state 

anct I am pxssed off, enough to be back 

here working at the Ohza Valley Environmental. 

Coalxtxon 

I am a student at Haward, and I can 

speak to you about the ecmmrcs and the terms of 

mulrl-varrable calculus, or parts of denvzatlves In 

count theory, or coat-beneeit analyzes 

But the first thing you learn In a 

Barvard economics class xs that economics gets shut 

out by pditlcs, and that 1s exactly what has 

happened In this 8x8 sratrment 

----&--&- 
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An economlc study tha t  was prepared t o  

bn par t  of the EIS sa id  that even under the 

r e s t r i c t i v e  scenarlca studied by the DEP, the 

economic coat of dramatically lmntrny  valley f l l l s  

would he minlmal. 

There's a study found In the draf t  E I S ,  

c r  was it  discarded because the  Bueb Administration 

d idn ' t  l i k e  the resu l t s?  This is called 

appeasement. 

I t  i s  a shame i f  you cannot come up with 

an answer that  i s  more humane. And I can ' t  even 

believe how much X have learned from theae people 

here.  But I don' t  need my degree to t e l l  you tha t  

t h i s  i s  wrong. 

But of my time here, i t  i s  just  - -  I am 

going to use my education t o  stop t h i s .  And 1 think 

ycu are  smart cmugh t o  know t h a t  t h i s  i s  not the  

r ight  thing t o  do. 

MR. C W A I R W :  Abraham - -  1 am not sure 

h n w  t o  prmuunce the l a s t  name, M-W-A-U-B-A, ( s i c )  

And then a f t e r  &rahtun, we ' l l  have Jason 

Snecd . 
MR. MWAfBA:  Thank you gentlemen, and 

lad ies .  Mjr name i s  Abraham Hwaura. I am from 

Nuntmgton, West h r g l n l a  I work with OVEC 

MR C % f R W  Can you speak up7 

MR MWAWRA Okay Abrakm Mwaura, 

Huntmngt?~~, West Vlrglnla I work wlth W E C  

I guess I am 3ust going t o  continua 

partxcrlpatlng In t h m  frustrating ntatlng of the 

ohvious X have Tylenol ur th  me I dzdnt t  have 

selenium wlth me 

I am gozng t o  put a nontoxic dose of 

Tylenol In my nonrenewable resource 

Then now I am gomg t o  t a l k  to ycu about 

stuff  you already knew I mean you wrote a whole 

report sn  thzs stuff  You guys be t te r  know t h i s  

s t u f f ,  you know the xmpact of mountamtop remval ,  

but I am going to say x t  anyway t o  you, so  bear wlth 

me 

m e r e  haa been a grave er ror ,  f i r s t  of 

a l l ,  In your s t a t a n t  The one I raceivsd was on 

the environmental impacts of msuntalntc?p remcval, and 

yau sent one on the econumc lmpsct of mountamtap 

removal t o  the coal guys, because they came up here 

and talked about cml, and economzc dem?lopmnt, and 

a l l  s o r t s  of goad things moneywlse, t h a t  1s going t o  

come from cm1, di f ferent  statements 

-- 
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The coal industry loves, and often says  

tha t  rnmta ln top  removal only a f fec ta  one percent of 

the s t a t e  

In fact,  they recently revmed t h a t  

f lgure t o  t m  percent Remember, mountamtop remva.al 

happens in  eauthern West Virqlnla, not xn tho north, 

sa s t  16 not the whole s t a t e  

Several years ago, CN'N reported tha t  

C V B ~  20 percent of the  land mass i n  some county has 

been subject t o  mountamtop removal 

I t  1s probably more now. Fle're talkrag 

a b u t  countles lxka Bmne, %an, and Mlngo. Th%s 

huge land disturbance obviously creates massive 

problems 

Take tbs l a s t  few yedrs, floodlng, ae an 

example But you guys know t h l s ,  remember? 

Remember tha t  when the  coal ~ n d u s t q  

t e l l s  ynu how much ~t puts i n t o  the  s t a t e  i n  terms of 

taxes, ramembar what we pay, and pay, and pay, t o  

clean it up 

The ETS needs to rnclude a f u l l  

accounting of a l l  tax subeidxar tha t  coal xndustry 

ge ts  Remember the bzllxcm dol la r  super taw: c rcdl t  

that  was supposed t o  c rea te  zobs, and inatead w a s  
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1 used t o  buy gxant mchmes  t h a t  replaced lnade af 

2 miners, rematuber? 

3 The E I S  shauld have a f u l l  accounting of 

4 a l l  a£ the  externalized costa associated wzth 

5 rmunt amtog rm-.,a1 

6 This industry continues t o  pr t  

7 working-class people agaxnet working c l a s s  people, 

8 whlle whlsklng p r o f i t s  out of s t a t e  and leaving us,  

9 our clxlldrtren, and our ch i ldren ' s  children a f i s c a l ,  

10 s s c l a l ,  and enwronmental ba l l  tha t  w ~ l l  bef 

11 imyv3mlble t o  pay 

1 2  ?'he d r a f t  EfS f a l l s  t o  note the act of 

1 3  environmental te r ror i sh  tha t  are b a n g  cmrcnlttea 

1 4  right here m Appalachia 

15 Soae have been saying tha t  we need to 

16 sacrzflce West Vlrgznm's mountains, so tha t  the 

17 nation can have cheap energy wlthout r e l y ~ n g  on 

18 foreign sources of energy 

19 Arthur Dennis Burke, using governmnr 

20 s t a t l s t l c s  - -  Government s t a t i s t i c s  - -  calculated 

21 tha t  5,500 tans of explosives are used agaldst t h e  

22 Pgpalachzan m m t a l n o  each day 

23 m a t  1s every four days more exploslvea 

24 are used i n  muntaintop removal coal mznxng tha t  wexe 
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wed in the post 911 bombing of Afghanistan in the 

hunr for Bin Laden. 

In the long run, no amount of bombing of 

own our coal f ielda, will 

security. 

In fact, the 

bombing is deetraymg our 

guys know thi~, ycu wrote 

Our nation's 

ever give us horneland 

rronic thing IS that this 

homeland. But agsin, you 

a report on it. 

energy appetite ahmldnlt 

and wadn't Brlva; us to justify such masslvt? 

crualtkes tc people and the land that supports us 

There are alternatavss The World Watch 

Institute says that renewable cleaner energy 

trchnolqy are advanced anaugh to satlsfy the world's 

energy needs naw Tnat 1s without whole-heartad 

government support for research and development rn 

them teshnoloqaee 

Just thmk what va could do lf we had 

Manhattan Prqect Org alternative energkeg World 

watch says the min thing Zacklng In gettlng 

alternetive en@rgy in place, 1s the polltlcal Rush. 

The EIS needs to expose Bush 

Admlnistratron tlea to fossll fuel energy mdustry 

and it needs to recenanend that we bmgln a full scale 
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switch to alternative energy, 

Bring that industry to the coal fields 

mat say, we can have jobs, as wall as a future 

P(R W L R M A N  You are out ef trme 

MR. tAVRA* Now I: dare one of you  to 

drink the water that I just put a nafe amwnt o f  

Tylenol m O-mr a period of 20, or 30 years, In a 

wnrenewable resource, our water But the dose o f  

s e i ~ m w n  that I put in ia safe 

RR CKAIRMAPI 1s Jason Bneed heres 

(No responee ) 

Mi? CHAIRMAN Okay, the next person the 

Connie Lewrsr. 

Xs Conma here? 

Okay Clonnr& will be speaking next and 

after Connie ~t wzll be Paul hlelson 

MS LEWIS Before I bqtn my fomml 

remarks, 1 have only Zxvad In West V~rglnia for 32 

years smce I finished graduate echo01 at Penn State 

But I married a man whoae family b s  

lived m the! K9nawha Valley f ~ r  220 years 

I wculd also lrke to say that flat land, 

a good transportation infrastructure, and a 

willingness to work for it, for all that 1s needed 
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for economic development, pl.ease explain to me 

Youngstown, Ohio, and Flint, Michigan, and many of 

the other cities in the west: coast, from which I have 

hailed. 

BTR. CHAIRMAW: Can you speak into the 

microphone, please? 

MS. LEWIS: In a report prepared for 

West Virginia Nanufacturers' Association, in 1925, a 

h o k  entitled. "The Tax Problem in West Virginia'' 

The conference board said this about land, and I 

quote : 

"Land is a common heritage of the human 

race. Hence its destruction has alwaye been lacked 

upon as an insult to the welfare of human society." 

"Unlike a healthy climate, water supply, 

and similar assets which arc owned collectively by 

the entire cnmunity. The natural resources within 

the depths of the earth arit subject to appropriation, 

exploitattien, and utter deetruction." 

"Through the operation of natural 

processes, processes over centuries, and centuries, 

these assets of the hurnan race have been accumulated 

for the banefit of mankind; howver, once depleted, 

society has sustained an irretrievable loss, and 

future progress l a  thereby conaldertibly retarded " 
And you have heard many stories that 

wrify that statement from the confercncs board If 

~t was trlle! PO years ago wlth the destruction of land 

Icoked upon as an lnsult to the welfare of society 

It l a  csrtalnly true now. And if LC 1s 

bad for society, it surely cannot be g d  for the 

economy, and xt surely cannot be good for the future 

of Nest Vlrginla and zt cannot be gaod for the 

environment, alnn known as our 1lfe supprt system, 

or the plants and anxrnals dependent an the land 

If ~t was true 80 years a*, that a 

plentiful water supply was a communxty asset, ~t IS 

certarnly true now 

And cwerxng up streams and destroyzng 

oux water wella, certaxnly cannot be In the best 

Interest of the cmmunity. It cannot be good for ~ t a  

economy, and ~t could not be goxl for ~ t s  future 

And of course, zt cannot be good for the ennrenment, 

or the plants, and anxmals dependent on the water 

supply 

It 1s alsa true that small alterations 

xn land, and land use, can affect the ellmate of a 

mall space Citxes, far Instance, are warmer than 

-- -4 
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the eurrounding rural areas, and Israel dlecuvered 

that plant~ng cxtrus orchards changed ramfall 

patterns. 

5'3 it 1s also true that removing 

muntarnt*ps, and Ercraprng the lands bare, and using 

the natzve hardmcd Eorest, is probably affectmg a 

clmata, agam, zn amall spaces 

But I don't thrnk ,cu studled that, an4 

I think you should have 

Even farmers, and gardeners know that 

thezr land can have several drfferent mlcroclzmates 

Deetroyzng se.ren percent of the forest In thxe regzan 

also affects the weather In unpred~ctable ways. 

Wouldn't thousandB of suddenly treeless 

areas rmpact runoff from flooding? 

oh, you have already drscovered that, 

t h e  DEP lay@ a9 

Glven a11 this, lt only makes oense to 

mue cautrously and to require strzngent regulations 

when allawzng a cmpany to make a permanent, 

mcorrect&le land alteratxon for a short-term 

economic purpcse 

All the alternatzves In the EIS prevent 

the long-term protectzon of the land, and the water, 
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and the h m n  and natural communrtles dependent upon 

them 

The proposals rn the EIS assume that the 

problam is wzth the cumbersme bureaucrticy, that re 

wrong 

The problem IY wzth the deatructaon of 

the land and the wwatetn It should be beneath the 

dignrty of the profesa~onals In the agency, to 

particzpate xn the destructzon of water suppl~es 

It should be beneath the dzgnity of the 

Army Corps and the Fmh & nzldl~fe, and the others, 

to allow the stream-buffer rule to be cast asrde llke 

an outgrown toy 

The EX$ appears to begin wrth the 

preder emunod result e , that m w t  aintop removal 

mlnzng r~hould contmue unrmpeded That zs not 

science That is polztscs. 

To begm wzth a result, 1s rnhsrently 

unsclent~fic M d  ansthing maclent~fic should be? 

beneath the d~gnzty of the prcfesszanalr~ in these 

agencies. 

The report shivlld have supported the 

stream-buffer rule, should have further Irmlted t k  

size of valley fills, mandate the reforestatzons of 

P --- Y 
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all sites not ready for development, protected water 

supplies, and should haw supported the people of the 

region whc must live with the consequences oE 

destructive mining practices. 

Several hundred thousand acres sitting 

idle indicate that there is not a viable market for 

flat land in these 14 counties. 

We know that the damage caused by 

muntaintop removal mining is widespread, severe, and 

Bestroys communities. 

We know that it is getting worse, not 

better and that t w  much of southern West Virginia 

will be a mmn state, except where it will be in 

metal. 

M R ,  CHAIRMAN: Ycu are out of time. 

Mi;, I5WIS: Governmental efficiency ia 

proposed in th~s report. It seunds as though the 

Federal government is proposing a final solution for 

our mountains. 

t4R. CHAIRMAN: Pzul Nelson. 

After Mr. Nelson we are going to take 

our last five-minute break. 

MR. NELSON: My name is Paul Nel~r~n arid 

3 live in Boone County, and I am tgainst mountaintop 
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remo-ral 

Here I have a paper that has got 3 6 3  

issued rnlnlng germzts. not eountmg the ones that are 

wartlng to be issued - -  pending 

You keep talkmg about MTR creates 

3obs Well, rrtually it taken away 3nbs 

I was a deep mmlner If we m~ned thm 

much mineral bone, findmlcating) the eonrpanies frowned 

in elght-foot coal But ~f you lo& along the mads, 

you can see 400-feet plus They wzll go for a seam 

of ccal this big and make maney, ncw, that danst add 

UP 

Talk about where the econ~mcs arc at, 

it is not here. 

Another thing, we live in the United 

States. This flag is what we li-re under, and the 

C~nstitution - -  it is like I have resd, it is not 

saying that any one person has the right, or any 

certain people to have the pcwer to dominate the 

whole world with deetsuctim, or give us terrorism. 

It is supposed to be a free country. We are not 

mppoaed to live in terrorism, 

These are the kinds of things that: we 

live with in our own countries. Many of you have 

------------- ---- 
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been t o  Vletnam, you have seen s 9 l d ~ e r s  l o s t ,  and 

kzllcd due t o  bmby traps Booby traps r s  what 1s in  

our momtams 

What i f  your  kids,  o r  someone you know 

gets  on ~ t ,  i f  you dr, t h l s ,  you go t o  ya i l  Thzs zs 

~llegal, then why 1s n o t h ~ n g  being bone? 

It 1s so sad When I stand up, 1 pledge 

my f l a g ,  I do it w i ~ h  pride 

When I am seeing \$hat I am seezng, 

workzng with the  few coal coqanzes,  the barrens are 

duxng, they a r e  laughmg a t  t h l s  f lag .  They ma' a8 

well burn z t ,  a s  they drd in  the years tha t  passed, 

hcauae  i t  mans nothmg t o  them t o  f lagrant ly  break 

the laws tha t  g ~ v c  us t h l s  freedom 

What more do we have t o  do? We don't  

want t o  lzve in  Afghanistan, thzs 1% our h~me We 

have: the rzcheet coal In  the  United Sta tes ,  here in  

Wane County 

They can mine tha t  mme responsibly, and 

they would do ~t r ~ g h t  because ~t IS there,  and they 

want ~ t ,  ~t zs tho r iches t  coal They can deep mzne 

t h a t  coal and put everybo&j t o  mcrk tha t  wants t o  

work 

The? mmes tha t  I was a t  was 300-plus 

1 3 9  

men, and they could have used tha t  many mare Pa man 

can run a s t r l p ,  and the biggest part  of them don ' t  

even l l v e  In t h l s  s t a t e  Because they come zn f r o m  

Alabama, and everywhere e lee  

On the weekends, t h e ~ r  money gcss out of 

t h l s  s t a t e  I t  1s not r lght So what du we lzve 1117 

We live An the  Unztcd Sta tes ,  we are not a 

thlrd-world ccmtry .  

That l a  a l l  f have t o  say 

Thank you 

MR. WIRPIAN Thank ycu We w i l l  he 

taking a tlve-mnnuce break We do have ne-feral more 

speakers, so l e t ' s  t r y  t o  ge t  back csn tlme 

The next two speakers rlgfit a f t e r  the 

break w ~ l l  be Monty Fowler, an8 Denise Glardlna. 

Jusr take a five-minute break, and hurry 

back as Goon as poshllfale 

Thank you 

tP1ve-mlnute break 

MR. FOWL?&? For the record, you got 

m m e  r q h t  Way t o  go 

Wp name 1s Monty Fowler, I am from 

Huntmgton, West Vlrgxnla No, I have not l lved hers 

my e n t i r e  l l f e  

- --- 
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Three observations, and than tro 

comt7nts First, I: used to be a rewrter rn a past 

life, and we had a name for reports llke thxs, we 

called them dc~rstops, because that IS the only 

useful purpose they should ever serve 

This gentlemen, i a  a 4,000-page 

doors t cp 

Because Ear one thing, %t 1s ml~named 

You call xt mountamtop mining, it 1s called 

awnraintop remaval You need to call it what ~t 

1 s 

SncanB, there were studies done on the 

cvmulat~oe econcmzc impacts of tha propmwxt 

regulations, where are they? 

I pard for them I vimt them In the 

fxrial report, because they show that the cumulat~ve 

ecanomic rmpsct of regulatxng mountamtop remo-fa1 

mining, are mrnirrml X want those In tho fxnal 

repart 

Thirdly, the cumulatrve environmental 

~mpcts ass not dracusaed rn anythmg ether than 

vague generalitzes that agree that well, mountamtap 

removal nrxnxng, might pmsxbly be bad Duh 

I Laow that studies were done that 
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lcoked at the clunnrlative ecanum~c impact of 

mxultalntop removal mming They rndicated that the 

akmulatrwe rmp%cts were very great and were 

permanent 

f want those studla++, and thane 

Canclusronr~ in the final report: I pald for them; f 

deserve! to have them In there 

Two comments Mumbcr one, none of us 

would have to be here tonight x f  you pya, OSM, DE'P, 

EPA, Cnrps of Engineers - -  to an extent, Prsh 

du Wtldlife - -  6x8 your j&s and enforced the 

regulations that we have now We have wasted $8 

mlllroo blecduse p.au guys have let the coal mdustry 

do basrcally what they wanted srnce probably the dawn 

of time, certainly hefofe I was on thxs planet 

&&er two: For jrou oal guys, I have 

heard several of you speaking dusxng the break, I am 

haptry to provrde your evening's entertainment I 

how you thlnk thlo is a blg l&e, and that we arc 

just here for yoti to laugh at, but just remember, to 

us, thie 1s deadly ssrxous Rncl xn the end, we will 

wxn, because we have better t-shirts than you do 

%ank you 

MR CHATWAN Lwnise Glardlna And 

--- 
MTMNF Draft PEE Public Comment Compendium 8-259 Section B - West l/irginia Evening Session 



Denise Ciardina, private citizen 

then aftmr Denise, wxll be Jason Boatic 

MS GIARDXNA 1 am Denise Glardina I 

grew up In the coal frelds I live now In 

Charleston 

I am a lay preacher in the Episcopal 

Church, so thxra will be a $emon 

I haw no zllue~anfl about the nature oE 

thxs hearxng It ia not a hearrng where no one 1s 

lxstenmg 

Wy apo1ogres to ~ o u  folks I should 

say, no one wlth any power is llstenrng If ycu had 

any power yau vmuldn4t be h e m  

Thm qatherrng ia like a show trral xn 

the Stalrn Soviet Wion Judgment against the 

muntalnrs has already been pronounced and w e  are lust 

gomg through the motions 

The Bush Adm~n~etrat~on has e%*er> 

rntention of allowmg the contrnued destruction of 

the AppaPach~an momtarns 

Bnd let me pomt out In faxmeas, that 

when I say the Rush AdminlBtrat~on, X also mean the 

Clrnton Administxat~on before xt, and the first Rush 

Admmxstratxon, and the Reagan Admxnxstratiun 

I haw come to speak deapxte the 

14 3 

eceptrcism, because 1 an cslled aa a Christxan to 

epeak a word of truth t a  Wwer 

I know that imat of the power has left 

the rmm, h t  some of ~t 1s st111 back there, and y ~ u  

gentlemen are rn h g  trouble, so I hope you Ilaten 

care£ ully 

The ma1 andustry has absolute peter, or 

so il believes, that Crsd says nerther pr~ncrpal~t~es, 

nor power, can separate us from his lave God ale3 

told ua In Romans that the whole creation wilf be 

redeemed 

hs a Chrietlen, I am told that I should 

net 3udge, and yet Gcd does call. me to  say tht 

judgment ha8 xndeed been pronounced 

Pepentanca 1s stxll possxble, but lrvrng 

at the expense of others, worshxping money and 

mrrying where zt comes from, cursang others wxth 

power, destroyxng God's creratran, these are the ways 

to eternal death 

I say thxs not aa at juifgment, but as a 

warnlng T'tm way to etornal lrfe lies elsewhere 

Thew mcwntazns were the flrst Ood 

create, and IE they dare to hold a very ~pe~lal 

place In h ~ e  heart, I would not be aurprlsed 

--. - A 
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I say thls to gzve comfort to those of 

kou who also love these mountains, because so often 

we despalr what has already been lost 

The cQa1 xnduetry is right ebouk one 

thmg, and only one thing These muntains out there 

have not been destroyed, these mcuntalno st111 exist 

In the mxnd of Gcd 

And (3od will rentare them, as only God 

can 

To cXaxm that a coal company could put 

back D o d ' s  handxwork, or that the Government can 

requlate zt, Z E  blasphemy 

It l o  to worship before an xdal made of 

coal 

One day, everyone xn thls room, man, 

woman and chlld, will lxe under the grcund, or be 

scattered over the earth 

My faxth tells me that Jesus Chrlst wzll 

return to this earth to judge the lxvtng and the 

dead mere shall be a new heaven and a nrk earth 

Those who live bl the compassLon, to 

care for Gadfa world and ~ t s  creatures, who have gut 

thexr trusr in Cod, rather than moneg., wxll be ralsed 

to new and eternal life 
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Those who have lived life based on 

greed, and pwer and destruction, those who have put 

these things ahead of the lo-#e of God, and their 

fellow human beings, those who destroy God'a 

creation, or allow it to be destroyed, will die 

eternally, they will have only one soul. And on tcq 

nf their graves, will be reborn in all of their 

glory, the most beautiful mountains that Cod ever 

created. 

1 clone with the words of the Prophet 

Amas, "For woe he that formath the mcmtains, and 

created the wind, and declared unto man what is His 

thcuyht that maketh the morning darkness, one 

treadeth u p m  the highest places of the earth, the 

Lard, the C&d, the Host, is his name, and you cannot 

stand again~t him. * 

MR. CHAZRE.UN: Jason Bastic. 

Then after Jason will be? Nick Carter. 

MR. BQSTIC: Good evening. I an) Jason 

Bostic, the Regulatory Affairs Specialist for the 

Cueat Virginia Coal Aswosiation, 

For the record, I am a life-long 

resident of the coal fields of Hest Virginia, having 

spent most of my life on Cabin Creek, West Virginia. 

----- ----- 
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Like my coLleague, Nr Hamilton, who 

spoke to you earller, I am sp~aking tmight to urge 

the adoption of Alternative 3 

The U S Azmy Corps of Gnglneers 

regulatlone pro-ride for the 28~1kn~e of general, or 

nationwide permlta In canes where proposed 

dctlvit%es are ~ L m ~ l a l .  ~n nature, and have only 

minimal, xndividual, and curmttstlve ~mpetcts 

The draft EIS fzmlly prov~des clear and 

convmcing evidence that mxnmg has minrmal and 

temporary lwects, and as such, should qaalxfy for 

author~zatlon under a nstxanwide Permlt 21 process 

For example, the United Technical 

Stwdles tell 15s that if minlw were to contxnue, eren 

without any of the new restr&rtaons proposed, the 

United states West Vzrgmla will remazn one of the 

mast heavily farented stares in the nnatxon 

Other terrestrial technical studlee have 

found that mining's temporary disturbance to 

West 'J~rgmla's landscape It ie foatermg a diverse 

bird] animal habitat 

Species that are generally decllnxnq in 

the etato, are found in abundance on mxme nltee X f  

mmlng contxnues at current levels, only 2 5 percent 
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1 of. the streams in West Virginia will be impacteel by 

2 mining activities. 

Again, this aS%elBIn€?nt aaeums that the 

gwdelixlcrs, and the other measures described xn the 

EIS, wlll never be implemnted 

Other technlczll studies rzs part of the 

BIS, have also found that valley-fill constructron of 

mxnxng activit~es, from adversely Impacting streams 

A macroyhyts vertebrate, or bug study, 

found that streams and valley fills from thex 

headwater8 are in good, to very g o d  condrt Ion. 

The same study found that minlng 

actlvxty was not contrxbutrng to exceaslve streambed 

sedimentat lon 

A chemlstm study found that cestaxn 

nuneral constituents, are generally elevated 

downstream of valley fills But according to the bug 

study that I mentlonsd easlxer, which showed fleld 

streams to goad, to vary go& streams, the elevated 

parameters are nat causing an adverse rnplact. 

h n  mrc impartant, as far as the EXS 

is coneernsd, ie the mncluszon that any earth-m-.ing 

disturbance in central Appalachia w11l have sxmxlar 

downstream results, &cause of the vary nature and 
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geology of the mil in the area. 

An additional advantage of Alternative 

3, is that it ensures the maximum level of public 

pwticipatiun in the permitting process. 

The Surface Coal Mining and Raclamation 

Act ir,: perhaps the m o m  citizen-friendly law in 

existence in thn United States today. 

Further participation in the permitting 

process is an inherent thamc found throughout bgth 

the statute, and the implementing regulations. 

And finally, Alternative 3, would 

facilitate an expedited permitting process fnz mining 

Operations bj. placing the majority of the 

decision-making responsibility, with the agency best 

suited to make these decisions, the SM.PRCA authority. 

AUDIENCE MEMBER: We can't hear you. 

AUDIEMCR MEMBER: Time. 

MR. ROGTXC: I can do it again. 

Thank you. 

MR. CIIATRHAN: Nick Carter. Then after 

Hick Carter will be John Taylor. 

Is Nick Carter here? 

iMc response . ) 
HR. MAIFS4AN: He spoke earlier, he did. 

John Taylor? 

Then after John will ke Frsd Sampson 

KR.  TAYLOE. John Taylor Rcsldent of 

Rand, Kmawha Ceuf~ty, West Vlrgmra I am a board 

member of the Ohlo Valley Rnvzronmenral Cnunml and 

also the West Virglnla Environment Councxl. 

You all are the daddy's and mama's of 

thzu - -  I guess thlu 1s your visxon But after 

readlng zt m d  lxstenlng, I have to quote from Hank 

kr~llrams, Jr., "If €has 1s the Promised. Land, I have 

had all that I can atand " 

Let me pxck up a theme that sunie of the 

brothers and sisters have? talked about, ~ncl that is 

creation and spiritudlzty, and so torth. 

The last speaker talked about tfie Bonk 

of Amos One of my favorite books. Anhi one of the 

quotes from there is, "Woe to those who are at ease 

In Zion. 

You all, are at eafx m Zion 

gatera of rightesuaness xzll pour &own 

wer you 

3 want ta talk about some thrngs that 

are all wrltten xn a book. Fxrst, we will talk about 

the creatlon as dencribad in the first two chapters 
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of the Bcnk of Cenesls 

You a11 know th is ,  you go t o  Sunday 

Pcheiol, church I t  saya, God created e.rrerythmg, 

found l t  gcod In  f a c t ,  Ged found lt very gacd And 

there 1s mention s x p l l c i t l y  of rnmmtalns 

The destructron of mountamtop removal 

coal rnxnlng, I hope you a l l  have seen ~t I hope jou 

a l l  understand that  each b las t  r s  30 tzmes bigger 

than the b las t  that  took out the courthouee in  

Oklahoma City 

You do know tha t ,  don't you? I mean, 

ycu drd write t h l e  

Paul t e l l e  us In Dalatians, Chapter X I ,  

Verse XII. "Wd X R  not mncked " 

Ood 1s not mocked. 

What ysu a l l  a r e  dolng, or appros-lng of ,  

l a  a mo-kery of God's creatlon You w ~ l l  reap what 

you eow 

Clhrrs Hamxltoxk, and Mr. s o s t i c  to ld  us 

tha t  t h r s  w i l l  reap dollarb In tourlsm, and other 

wmmercral heneflts .  

I am sorry,  a r m ,  I thought you had 

more depth t o  you We a r e  solvlng --  yeu are  not 

g a n g  t o  harvest dol la rs  from tc\urrsrn What do you 
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thmk,  do you thrnk they w i l l  come t o  look at xt? 

We Bre going t o  reap - -  w e  a re  r-apmg 

bare d r r t ,  d r y  rocks, water tha t  1 s  prevrously 

befouled, barren so i l ,  f laods,  tha t  1s what we w x l l  

reap Because nf what x 5  berng sowed here 

God is not mocked 

That l a  %+Plat I h e  t o  say 

AUDIENCE MLMBBR Amen 

PIR CXAIRMPSJ Fred Sampson Than the  

next @peeker 1s Lean Miller 

MR SAP.IPSOH Fred Sampson Clay 

County 

We w l l l  soon have a 1,734 08 mountaintop 

removal lxns up In  Clay County Where there has 

already been approxmataly 30,000 acres In Clay and 

Mzngo County, lilchalas County tha t  has bean torn up 

hy surface nrnxng 

I am t o t a l l y  opposed t o  the  method of 

mmntamtop removal mining This 6x3 seems t o  be a 

sham rn t h a t  ~t t e l l e  about a l l  of the devastetlon 

caused by wuntalntcsp renmsal mxnrng And yet there 

are a l te rna t ives  tha t  they a r e  going t? l e t  it 

COntLnue That r s  not coneastent 

We expect our Federal a g e n a s s  and our 
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e+ate agenclen to be panelatent We also, cltizens 

of Wasr Virgmia, belleve In hddrng folks 

resp~nsixble 

You all are responsible and so you wrll 

be held responsxble 

West Vzrglnlans are provieed by our 

Constitution, the rlght to pursue lrfe, llbnrty and 

happiness, w~thout faar of a , having thlr houses 

blown off their foundatlane, b , having thelr water 

supply destroyed, c , children unable to play xn 

yards, due tc blastrng be allowed wlthin 700 feet of 

a home, yet no miner with a hard hat, i s  allowed 

within 1,000 feet af blasting; d . ,  flmdmg vmshiaq 

away all of otir poe~esslons, as well as human Izfe, 

a , fear af all of the above 

Fear, baxnq the most impartant 

Kf you have ever lived wlth fear, you 

know what I am talking about f f  you haven't laved 

with faar, you should srxnetlmw be afraid 

Prsvxous spaakers have told y ~ r r  why. 

m e  EIS calls for more protection that 

the current adrnlnxsrratlcn and Kxng Coal has. 

Where will us citlsens get the full 

level of pratectlun prnrnlaed in cur Natlnnal 

Constitution. We asked you all ta do ~t 

We! eqecr ~t frm you, 

Any mine this large, 9s Large AS thi~ 

one ~nvolvad, should be Ehlrrwed wlthin 100-feet 

buffer zone of our stream, and should not be 

allwed. 

Any minirag done within 100-Eoat buffer 

zoae crf streams i a  illegal, st pzesent, and should 

remain illegal. 

Friends of Coal are here this evenmg, 

and the ones that are present, end others, they are 

friends of death and the destruction, caueed during, 

and after the mining of coal. 

Coal, when you hum ~ t ,  goes up into the I 
air, and causes acid rain and asthma, and other 

things 

I am 73-ye&r~-old, I carry t h i s  at, all 

times because of the a x  I am breathing. 

One of the last things that I want to 

I 
talk abwt off the top of my heed, 3.8 that I am I 
'atally uncomfortable when I gm In flat country. I 

can't hardly stand western Texas, ox Illinois. 

Mountains are my home, the trees on our 

muntains are my protection, nry comfort. T don't 

- ---*------ 
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bnlleve that I can live An flat country We &ntt 

need anymore flat ccuntry here in West Virg~n~a We 

need to leave the mountalnn the way they are 

I appreciate you comlng 

Tkank you 

KR CHAIRMAM Leon M~ller 

Then aftor Mr Mlllar w~ll he 

Larry Garher 

MR ElILLER Wr f am Leon Miller X 

a m  from Ripley, Went Vxrginxa 

My home 15 orlglnally Boone County, my 

wzfe's Eamlly llves In Llncciln County, right near the 

Hoebct 21, Masscy mine 

We haw watched them for 20 years, 

they've worked all the wa) around us He have 

endured it 

And our understat?dlng, the home place 

was left to my wife's father, and h m  seven brothers 

and slsters And we understood that lt w a s  cpmg to 

ba a meetmg place that could never be sol4 

Well, our famlly found out somethmg 

different that we didn't know, so he went to Florlda, 

and he went to Kentucky, and he went to 112lnois, and 

he found pe~ple that was wzll~ng to sell 

So I am sure that there 1s not f~ve 

people In this audlence other than a coal company, 

knows what a partition is When they get one - -  all 
they have to do rs get one person to sell, and than 

they can forfe the rest - -  they can force ~t into the 

carts, and then the Judge decldes zn whose bmt 

interest ~t 1s 

Well, they have got rww-thirds of if 

Vie reet of ~t staod standing And we stood st111 

The fact of the matter 1s that my w~fe and I bought 

lt as soon as our cousxns were *jolng to sell We 

used our life onvlags to try to save it. 

We went through the courts of L~ncoln 

County The judge decxded that the best use of land 

was for the coal company He dxdn't omzsxder - -  a 
partltron suxt rs supposed to be, can yvu dxvxde the 

land7 We got a minmg engineer that dxd e atudy, and 

he concluded that every blt of the coal an the land 

could be mined. and we cauld stay on the 2 5  acres 

that were st111 remalnmg 

The p d g n  decided that was not good, and 

he thought that we shouldn't really waste anymore of 

our money pursuing thls thing We dzd, and we are 

It 15 in the State Supreme Court, we have used our 

-- --- 
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whole llfe eavzngs workma on ~t 

We clonlL know whether we are golng ta 

win it or not 'I always thought that z f  you pald 

your taxes and lived right, that I ~ f e  wa8 falr 

tzfe 1s not falr. The coal company and 

the hig buainess 1s running this cwntry knd they 

have rumed this country 

All we need 2s sme help We need some 

help We need some help from you people We are all 

gamg to lwe for a while, and yw.i thmk we are gezng 

to live l~ke thxs forever, but we're not One of 

these days, we are g+mg to answer 

I haw got to answer for mme, and I 

don't have to look back too much for my answers f 

hope you don't 

Thank you 

MR CHAIRMAN Blair Cardner 

And then Blaine Purkey 

MI? GaRDNER #r Chairman, good 

evenzng Wy name 1s Rlarr Gardner X am an attorney 

here in Charleston, Went Virgznaa, wzth the law fzrm 

of Jackson a Kelly 

I live here In Charlestntl I have 

reszded here for tvm tsars I haw worked on varlous 

: 57 

aspects of thls document this evanzng that we are 

crunmentzng an Bath wxth my present employment, end 

previously urth nry employment with a major coal 

company, that have mznmg operations hera In West 

Vxrgmza 

I do not have prepared remarks I can 

tell you tht f cannot speak wth the elcguence of 

some of the speakers, such as, Me D~ardlna thzs 

evenzng But f wzll try to make my remarks at least 

more temperate than some that I have heard from 

members of the audrence 

Members of the panel, contrary to what 

some people here this evenlng have thought, the $IS, 

a& you know, is dedicated to a process r r  was not 

dedzcated to an outcqme 

Ws have spent four years, milli~ns of 

dollars, I am certain We have had a study that f 

bdieve I have been told weighs 38 p?unrls 

Surely, 12 the prrcess of rnlnlng by full 

extractzon method xs as deetmctive as so many people 

here have descrsbed, why would xt take so many pages 

to describe that proceaa? 

The reason 1s because it 1s not 

destructive In the way that people have descrxhd zt 
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We have faand two szrpnfzcant, perhape, 

consequences, of t h i s  form of mtarng that  haa been 

studled.  One, that  these 1 s  a chrlnqs i n  the 

d l r ~ t r r b u t m n  of pnpulatron of certain insec ts  An 

streams below valley f i l l s  

Second, a@ people have ncted, there i s  5 

difference i n  the water chemlcrtry Xn some cases,  x t  

does not cawply wlth current Clean Water Act 

standards. That 1% zt 

We have spent four years, and mxlllons 

of dol la rs  t o  learn what I thrnk people probably knew 

prlor Lo the time tha t  this study began 

I t  IS tlme t o  end the preceera I t  1s 

t z m  t o  come to  conclusions The mining ~nduotry in  

West Vrrgznla has k e n  t o l d  a t  nauseam IS tha t  z t  l a  

a cmpatx t lve  xnrluatry competing ncL m l y  for  the 

mlnen, elsewhere In the regron, but elsewhere across 

the United S ta tes  

Over the l a s t  fotir years, tho lndustry 

in  t h ~ e  s t a t e  has been sub~ected Lo standards not 

applled anyplace e l se  In the  United States The 

induetry 1s prepared t o  accept the outcomes of the 

EIS. 

We prefer Altarnati-ve 3 ,  rn terms of the 
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process, but z t  is t m e  t o  brlng t h i s  t o  a close 

Give the cconrpanlss that  a re  attempting t o  mine coal,  

c lear  process and standards t h e  they can meet and 

l e t  them get on with the business of mlning coal 

As z t  has already been s ta ted  the 

precess for permitting mines i s  open t o  challenge 

repeatedly throughout the proceass. 

If people here thzs euenmg, o r  e thers ,  

wha oppose r t ,  do m; they hLtve the oggortunlty 

afforded by the law and have been afforded for  the 

l a s t  25 years.  

One f i n a l  coment,  one of the ccmpanles 

tha t  currently mines coal in  West Vzrglnla l a s t  month 

announced that  ~t was mkmg a major ~nt-estment rn 

acqulrmg new Operatlons rn %onlng 

The anmuat of mney that  has been 

announced in tha t  transaction,  1s abaut the amount of 

money, I be l le re ,  ~t would take t o  capitalxze the  

Bxuce Pork mlne tha t  was closed fry the  f l r s r  

l l t zga t ian  an Bragg v s  Rwbinaon, tha t  was commenced 

here in  U S Distrxct Court, back in  1998 

1, for one, a m  dlsapprnted  tha t  tha t  

Investment has gone out west, and not hare t o  West 

Virginia 
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I have known many, many people here in  

the mdustry In West Vxrgmxa, who have worked The 

me thmg tha t  1 can observe about a l l  of them 1s 

they want a job, but they want ~t h*re i n  

West Virqinia Let 'a bring t h i s  process t o  a close,  

and try t o  zccc'mpllsh tha t  

Thank ycu very much 

trlR CHAIRMAN Elaxne Purkey 

The next speaker w i l l  be Sharon Murphy 

MS PCIRI(EP My name 1s Elazne Purkey, 

and I am from Lincoln Ccunty, Meat Vlrgmla 

I would l l k e  t o  answer one of the 

questlone tha t  he just  asked What ~f we spent four 

years, and mrlllons of dol la rs  doangg Trylng t o  c e l l  

a pure h e l l ,  heaven, tha t  1s exactly what we have 

traed to do 

That 1s what ~t was s a t  fiut t o  dn LC was 

tryrng t o  c a l l  mountamtop removal svmethlng tha t  i t  

wasn't, and the? have t r ~ e d  it they have done it f a r  

years I t  was suppcased t o  have been two years, and 

they changed ~t t o  four 

On paper ~t looks rea l  good The fac ts  

look rea l  good on paper, but a l l  of these people down 

here a re  livzng prmf t h a t  i t  does not work What 1s 

on that  paper cbas not work 

They are lzvzng in  the  he l l  that those 

numbers 011 the paper create every drry And they fear  

for  t h e l r  l ives  every day 

I dxd not come here t o  say t h a t ,  but I 

do want t o  say tha t  I do disagree with - -  f want t o  

m t e  against: -- i f  there  1s any such thing as 

voting - -  active Alternative 3 IUld wf reason fur zt 

1s becaullie the coal Industry 1s f o r  i t ,  and my 33  

years of experience with minln9, 1s tha t  l f  anyth~ag 

1s good for  the industry, x t  i a  bad t o r  the people 

I was asked t o  come here to sing a 

song I k n o w  t h a t  you have heard paem and s tuf f  I 

wrote the song f o r  Larry Gibson. And I want t o  gxve 

thxs song t o  - -  i n  addltlon t o  hxm, t c  Frieda 

Willltams, the people a t  Coal Rxver Wuntaln Watch, 

and ail cf you other people out thatre who rea l ly ,  

rea l ly ,  belleve tha t  we are  the keepers of our 

mountams 

And now, srnce you pecrple &re here, 

supposedly & ~ n g  the job tha t  Janet read -- o r  one of 

the other ladzes read - -  tha t  you are supposes t o  be 

bolng, you are  the  keepers of the  mmuntains, too, and 

t h i s  i s  B message tha t  we the people have f o r  the 

----- - - 
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~ n d u s t r y ,  and anybody e l s e  who comes xn here t o  rape 

Wnat Vzrglnla 

"Xn southern West Wxrginla. 

The place where I was born 

There's solnethrng erx l  happening 

There's something evx1 golng on 

They are  tearmg up our mzuntalns, 

They a r e  taking away our h l l l e  

They are  taking a11 of our homeland, 

and mak~ng valley f i e l d s .  

Whm w113 they stop t h i s  destructmn? 

Oh, when will they ever leave? 

Jus t  go back t o  where they came from, 

l e t  us l i v e  i n  our m m t a i n s  

and t?e f re@ 

We are  the  keepers of the mountains. 

As Larry Gibson has sa id ,  

Lo-$8 em, leave em, but I warn  you< 

P3n " d w t  ruy them, 

o r  leave them f o r  dead. 

Cauae we w i l l  hunt ycu down 

l i k e  outlaws. 

Me will expowe ynu for  what you are.  

Greedy, thieving murderers, 
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who bny and sall ctur law-maklng llars 

Icw the maral of my etory, 

Jus t  l i s t e n  t o  what I m y .  

W e  w l l l  protect  w r  home, 

our muntams,  

you can do the saw, 

ax you had be t te r  s tay  away." 

Thank you 

MR CftAIW: Sharon Muxphy 

Then a f t e r  Sharon a t  w i l l  be Marla 

P i tzer .  

Pa MJRPHY: Hello Hy name 1s 

Sharon hiurphy, and I l i v e  in Scot Depot, 

West V i r y n z a  

and I just want& t o  say tha t  I a m  fxcm 

a t h i r d  generatxon of r w l  mlnxng Lllce my fa ther  

and grandfather, we had t o  yo underground fue t o  

education and technology, my job dealn wlth computer 

drafting 

W i t h  tha t  job, I hsve worked fcr the 

ma1 rrompanzes for about 1 4  yeare. In  tha t  time, 

I worked manly in the enganeering department. 

I know firathand tha t  the coal industry 

1s the only one tha t  +s reqwred t o  provzde a service 

.-.. ------- --*v-----p-ppp 
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long after they are through with their jobs The 

s%rtnce is called reclamat~on EOw!thing that we 

have nct: heard much abeut here tnnighr 

B~foro we get a permlt approved, we have 

to @u%rmzt a permit appllcatzon In that application, 

?here is one thing called a Plantzng Plan, and that 

rrmet be approved by all State agencies. 

In that plan, it tells UR what klnd of 

trees that we can plant, how many of these apecles we 

muat plant, what kmd sf grass mlxtura we must seed, 

aria et cetord 

Our water dxscharge 1s regulated through 

antz-depth, and 'FMDL laws Some of  the most current 

ltrws, are Cnntemporaneous Reclaraatmn, that requires 

us to reclaim closer to the actual minxng, and that 

In turn, decreases the ammnt of disturbed land, at 

any one given tme 

Our valley-fxll s~?;ss havc been 

decreased by more stringant W C  Stmdards, which 1s 

bppxnx~mte Orlgmal Contaur Standards. Wo must 

c7lmply wxth SMECA regulations, wlalch stands fen 

Surface Water Runoff halymrsla That means that there 

c a m t  be more runoff durmq, or after that minlng 

pxocrss than what was secoraed befqre that mlnrng 

began. 

W~th theas many facts and all of the 

State and Federal regulatory agencies chat monitar us 

every day, how can the people here assume that we are 

not environmentally rsafs 

One other thmg I would lzke to state 15 

that 1 currently live in Putnarn County X have only 

been there four years I was born and raleed In 

~9uthern West Virginia, and I h 3 w  firsthand abmt 

the w e d  terrain. I know about the brush, I h o w  

&out the brmr thickets that are there. 

I witnessed a surface mine that came 

into cur area, they creatod jobs, they told us we ha& 

30 years a£ mining there, but be~auae of your-all's 

regulations, an4 because the small profit margins 

that company made, I was la16 off after three years. 

I had to pull my kids cut of that 

cemunity, start them in a new schml, an8 start a 

new life in thls Putnara County. 

Yes, it was hard to leave my family, but 

I didn't have a chc~cer But you know what? We 

should never sacrifice enviranmenLa1 safety for 

economic growth. 

I go back and v i ~ l l t :  wy family every 

- 
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chance I get They are an hour and a half from 

Charleston, over an h ~ u r  from Huntington, and there 

is rkoth~ng there f o r  recreatzon except tha t  surface 

mine tha t  was Left 

Today there has bean people who have 

purchased land on that. surface mine from tha t  coal 

cmnpany They ha-e b u i l t  homes, pasture f ie lds  f u l l  

of c a t t l e ,  f u l l  of horses We r lde  4-wheelers I 

horseback r i d e  on the hollows, every chance: J: g e t ,  

We snow s le igh  r ide  in  the  wintertzme 

Uw, tha t  1s the  devaetation tha t  these 

people want you t o  f e e l  l r k e  tha t  we: are dmng 

I am here t o  say tha t  I want t o  work I 

want t o  provide fir my family, and I want t o  cantznue 

t o  live i n  t h r s  s t a t e .  That i s  a l l  I ask ~ o u  a l l  t o  

give. 

I help pay the taxes tha t  glve you 

your-a l l ' s  3obs, bas.; those jobs om fac ts  and 

s t e t a a t l e s ,  and nor the emotion tha t  IS out there m 

t h i s  room tonzght 

That xs a l l  I am askzng 

Thank you for  your t l w  

MR CHAIR!@& Maria P l t z ~ r  

Then a f t e r  Marla, wzll be John Barrett  

1157 

Mi3 PITZEB Sharon, you need t o  come to  

my house 

My namc, ~ f t  Marla P l tzer  I a m  £ram 

Boone County, West Vlxg'glnxa. 

I have two children, a 12-year-old b y ,  

and a 9-ysar-old g i r l  

CHAlRMWJ Please speak zntn the 

rnz c 

WS PfTZER We are from Bob Whlte i n  

Bmne County, Vest Vlrgxnxa I have two childran,  a 

9-year 016 g i r l ,  and a 12-year-old boy 

We are agalnet mountamtop removal We 

are a famlly that  lxvea In the constant s h ~ d m s  of 

mountamtop removal f i l l s  and s lur ry  gondn 

The mzning arowd us has destroyed mr 

qualzty of l i f e  The blasting from the mlnee 1s r 

cwetane remindex of why our lrvea have changed so  

much My childven a r e  not allowed t o  play in  the  

water tha t  runs through our property, because the  

pond 1s runnzng straxght Into I! 

The aquarlc l a f e  In t h i s  stream is a l l  

but gone Catching f l s h  - -  ox catching b a i t ,  o r  

fxshlng, 1 s  a waste ~f trme Now there l s n s t  

anything t o  catch. 
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Who can say wlth the upmst certainty 

that t h ~ s  w 1 3 1  not endanger my chlldrsn'  health? 

You, the  panel of people tha t  say tha t  what the mnne 

compmxes are  & a n g  1s okay? You have not p t  been e 

trustwaxthy saurce, a t  a l l  

I have lrvecl rm thxa same property for  

35 years, In the  s a w  town, w ~ t h  the same people 

And they are  a l l  saying the same thrng, mountamcop 

remmal gomg to run us out 

We were flonded In  2001, three tlmfts 

Zn 2002 ,  we were flcaded agaxn 

In 2003, we were flooded horrrbly 

The storms was what the mlne companies 

called once An a 100-year of storms f heard ~t wao 

an a c t  of an3 That nrn l l k e  saying tha t  the Buffalo 

Flood was an act nf Cod 

I remember when X waa a chald, it rained 

hrntil I was runnrng xn water t o  my knees In the s a w  

yard tha t  washed In The very, i d e n t ~ c a l ,  same yard, 

35 p a r s  ago Sam amount of water 

Why didn ' t these catastrcsphxc f loads 

happen then? Why w e  they happenmg now? 

Motvrranntop remval  ia  why 

I f  you  cured water onto a rock, ~t i s  

969 

gnlng t o  r o l l  off f f  you gear ~t in to  d i r t ,  it na 

going t o  a b ~ o r b  Camton uonse t e l l s  me t h a t .  

The flood an June 16th, ruined oar 

l i f e .  The ra ins  came down the  hollow, coming throtigh 

our prcpsrty I t  roe& so f a s t  tha t  we didn't  have a  

chance t o  qs t  away from it We were trapped i n  every 

direction 

Zihs r lver  runnlng by m e  was s t i l l  c lear  

and the hollow washing rnto t h i s  r iver  was ragrny 

f was hema flooded by a stream tha t  

three years ago, before t h i s  s t r ~ ~ i n g  s ta r ted ,  X 

could s tep  over. 

Wxthin three hWrE a f t e r  zt s t a r t e d  

raining,  I had los t  everything that  I had The mud 

s l ide  tore  through my barn, my orchazd of fruit :  

t rees ,  with m e  of my dog8 t ~ d e  out The vfarerr and 

nnzd came oo f a e t ,  that  I dzdn't get a chance t o  get 

wf d q s  out My dog, of eighr years,  died A 

h r r x h l s  death, mxght 1 add 

be the water ccntinued &wn and filled 

f i v e - f ~ o t  culvert: tha t  had gtmt recently been put In 

An 2001, t h e  was in  there  from 1981, u n t i l  2001, a 

three-foot culvert .  When we replaced I t ,  w e  repl&ced 

~c with a f ~ v e - f o o t  culvert  rhinkxng th%t  t h ~ s  v ~ u l d  
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The mud sllde cam% xn, it plugged up the 

fltv?-fuot culvert, and the water washed around the 

fzve-foot culvert It took cut my septic system, It 

tcok out my accatsa, it took out mj water, ~t took my 

yard, zt took nly drxveway, ~t took everything 

Okay It &d stop 20-feet short of my 

h e n  I have s~nkholes around my house that you 

muld fit a SO-gallon barrel down In 

As of rqht now, my hause 1s okay. wy 

home, when Z lmk out nry window, xt 1s destroyed 

Our Ixfe, as we hare always known ~ t ,  1s 

n w  nonexist.ent Hikes through our own proparty, 1s 

now unsafe, due to the m m m g  breaks, and slldes, 

ccwnzng rn bahxnd us. 

The herltage that f had grown up 

knowmg, will no longer be passed rm.  It is not 

there to pass on; it i s  bexng destrojfcd wlth each 

blast 10-2-2 
E~Qryone who has had a hand in allowing 

this mlne practlc* to contrnue le gullty of &llowmg 

the haritage of the pecrple of the State of West 

vkrgznla to br 3ust wipd out, faded away If that 

24 is okay with you. That is not okay with me b-f no 

mans 

f am of Cherokee natxanality, and utl 

have always been taught to live off of the land 

irlR CNhXW You are out of time. 

M5 PITZFR Okay I have one more 

statement If yau can sleep wxth yourselves, than f 

axn't: got no cholce but to stay up wsth the atom, do 

I? 

Thank you for destroying mine and my 

chzldren's lxfe 

MR CHAIRMAN S o b  Barrett Then after 

John wlll be Lxsa Mlllimet 

Pa7 BARREl"I' Thank you My name is 

John Barrett, and T am a lawyer here zs Charleston 

and I am mth the, Appslachian Center for the Bconoray 

and the Envrranment, and r: am maklw thi~ sfatewmt 

on khalf of the Center 

W h ~ n  we settled the Bragg ease in 1498,  

the Federal sgzgencres prcnlsed to perform a 

comprehensive BIS, that would show the environmental 

and econamlc mipact of WPR, and propose alternat ~r-err 

to M r n  

Incredibly, nearly flwe yearn later, tha 

agencies have pro&ced a drat t document that 

--------- -- -*.. - 
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demonstrates {he devaetatxng environmental rmpasts +f 

muntalntop removal, while s~multaneouaiy proposing 

to make permlts for these mxnes easxer to recexve 

Theee agancxea appar to be operating in 

?m environment where they believe they are beyond 

accountabxl~ty 

The draft EIS audaciously telle us that 

down is up, and up is down, and dares the public to 

challenge them 

The Bush Admlnxstration has done its 

&%st to undermine the good science and cconomzc 

analysis that was performed by rscientmts and 

economists 

When the Clinton Admzn~tltratxm otarted 

the EXS process, zt was b,. no means slanted towarde 

env~sonm~ntal Interests 

Xndred, many In the environment of the 

cumunity dzd Rat want to settle the Bragg lawsuit, 

because they d~dn't trust the Clintm Aclmlnistratlon 

to stand up to the coal ~ndwtry ln West Vlrginla 

Llttle dxd we know then lust how bold 

the Rush Admmistratlon would be in its attempt to 

warp the scientific and econamic analysis in favor of 

the coal xndustry. 
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A draft EXS 1s a dishonest document 

Those who wrote ~t are rnotlvated not by scrence, or 

the desire to complete a thorough econotnic analysis 

of MTR Instead, they are motivated b-- the coal 

induat ry . 

For Instance, we undersrand that Steven 

Ouzler~, Deputy Secretary of the Department of the 

Interlor, played a sagnif~cant role in the &sign of 

the documant 

Nr Culles 1s a former, and no doubt 

future, coal industry bobbyrst He should have 

recused himself from the pxoeess abased upon its 

conflict of interest 

We move beyond the parnt where the 

adninletrstion is influenced b'f coal mduatry 

l&byxsts The Bush Administration coal regulators 

are the caal zndustry. 

The dastructive effects of mountamtop 

removal coal minznq are well documentad In the ouar 

30 scientifzc studies contamed rn the draft 6x6 

So, ~t 1s astoundxng that the draft EIS 

propoaes not only to allow more of this destruction, 

but also to make ~t easler Ear the coal ~nduotry to 

contznue to destroy the environment, and the cconcmy 

---amm--------- -- 
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of central Appalachian 

The draft BfS misrepre~ents the achrers- 

eccnomlc ~mpacfs, the environmental ~mect, of a 

mountalatnp removal vperatron Attempts to sklrt the 

clear rcqursments of IEPA, and wxllfully excludes 

and Ignores the econemic evldence that support 

stricter envxronmenral controls 

The studles clearly demonstrate that 

mounraintnp removal valley-fxll coal mlnxng 1s 

already caused extenazve eczlloglcal harm 

A few of these harms mclude Impacts to 

an eetimat;etd 11.5 percent of the regzon'e forests, 

which are the moat diverse and valuable hardwod 

forests in Lhe warld 

Fundamental divnsgs to the terrestrxal 

environment that woal8 prohibzt the growth of mture 

forests for 100 years, or more. 

Burl~d or darn%& ever 1,200 mrles of 

streama 

MTR operatione spew aelcnlum into the 

regxon'a rivers and streams at toxic leveldl 

W T R  causes headwater streams to lase 

their ab~lztles to maintam their nutrient cycllng 

PrpR adversely rmpicts the total aquatic, 

1 genetic diversity of the natxon 

2 MTR harms 244 vertebrate-wlldlzfs 

3 spscles due to loss of foreetr~ 

4 M T R  causes ecnlogrcalty significant loss 

5 of breeding habxtats for three-fourths of the 

6 rnterior bird specre8 

7 Wi'R ~acretaoee the awerzty af dmgerous 

B flood~ng that vrould damage personal property aad 

9 cmmunrtles &matream from mcRLntaznCog rcm~al coal 

10 rnmmg. 

11 Theae facts substantlate what cltzzens 

12 have long known nvyuntalntap removal ccal mining is 

13 devafltatmg to the environment, and to the 

14 mmmunxtiee rn the coal fields 

15 I am m i n g  out of time. 

16 The document violates NEPA. The EfS 

37 does not rncfuda a reasonable range of alternatives. 

10 NEPA requxres that an EIS rxgoruualy explore, and 

19 akqccta.vely evaluate, all reasmabls alternrttsves. 

20 In addition, the ETS does not present 

21 valld reasons for the ellminatlon of propeed 

22 altarnatlvas Eras detailed analyexs. 

23 The EX8 assumes that changing the stream 

24 buffer-zone rule LS part of even the "No Action" 

----- 
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Alt.esnative. The EXS fails to aridresat or remedy 

violations of the Clean Water Act. 

The EIS must ramedy violations for 

selenium pollution. 
'. 

The EIS cannot legally adopt any 

alternative that would allow the use of nationwide 

permits, 

Thank you, 

MR. 5 i A I E W A H :  You are out of time, sir. 

MR. EARRETT: Thank you. 

MR. CHAIRPIASS: Next speaker is Liaa 

Millimet. knd then the foj.lowing weaker a f t e r  that 

would be Bill McC&e. 

MS. MILLINIT: mod evening, I dibnlt 

mean tc speak hers.. I didn't even mean to ccme here 

tonight, X am visitiw a friend in Sutton. 

My name is Lisa Millimet, and I am a 

filmmaker, and a writer, and a documentarian from New 

Hampshire. 

I just want to say thank God for the 

emtion in this rwm. 

I think averybdy sitting out here knows 

that thin could never happen in a town like I come 

from. 

I77 

I You all would have been run out on a 

2 raxl You would never have been allowed Into my 

3 town 

4 Because I lxva in a tam wzth money, and 

5 so-called education, and no history OF exploztatlon 

6 And I thank the people all xn these asats, and T. glve 

7 you my mcred~ble, and full respect and empathy 

8 Know that this is becaune Weat Virginla 

9 has been belny raped for over 1OO years If you 

10 stu&f the hxstory of Weat V~rgxnxa, you wxll 

11 uncfer~~tand that 

12 I lrve ~n t h e  town Leonard Bemstem 

13 wrote "Westside Story" In, and er plaprxqht wrote 

14 'Our Townn about George Wxlder 

15 It 1s a xich town It 1s a town where 

56 people are educated and have arganac fwd West: 

17 rilrgmxa'a ao-called poor, and lgnorant 

18 But I wxll tell ).@.I, I have been comlng 

19 to thxs a t a t e  for 35 years, and the fznest peqyple 

20 that f have ever met haye bean In West Vlrgmia 

21 I have been wvitxng a book abut Weat 

22 Vxrglnxa and the last of the old-time m u t a m  p q l e  

2 3  for 8 years, and xt IS gamy to he publashed next 

24 year And I made a short documentetry for Larry 

-- 
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Orbson abeut meuntaintop removal. 

X was run off and threatened wlth m;- 

l r f e  on t h a t  mountam, and I was run off  a t  70 mllea 

an taour, dnan I1 mlleo of a mountain And r t  has 

effectxvely ended rhat documentary Becauso, I don't  

want t o  dze fo r  t h l s ,  t o  t e l l  you the t r u t h  

I w x l l  3ust say t h a t  in  my t rave ls  

arcund the s t a t e s  in  my 35  years, In my documentary 

work In t h i s  wonderful s t a t e ,  almost lnvariafsly 

e-rexyune has t o l d  me, a l l  of the people In the 

hollows, the mountains, the c i t i e ~  and the towns, 

that  they arc against  mountamtop removal 

The thing tha t  I noticed tha t  I want t o  

share wrth a l l  of you, whether YOU h a ~ e  any pwwer or 

not, I want i t  sa id  for the record, tha t  lzke the 

Vletnam War, and so many people from West V ~ r g m i a ,  

were valzant t o  flghr an tha t  war But lxke tha t  

war, t h l s  will be stopped 

And a t  i s  not becauee of the emotion 

only, r t  i s  because tha t  i s  what happens That 1s 

what happeran when people a r e  exploleed You can mldy 

keep them dawn so long 

And ~t i s  not a question of re l lg ian ,  or 

my cpln lms,  tha t  i s  what happens 
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1 The people wlll rase  up, maay of: these 

2 mountains w x l l  be gone, many of tho people in t h i s  

3 room w x l l  b- &ad by the  tlmm at i s  stopped, but xt 

4 rill stop And )4m would be wme, you would be wzse 

5 t c  pay attentwran t o  the people tha t  I hear m and out 

6 of t h i s  state 

7 I have shown my film around the countrf, 

m d  there w x l l  be c rx t ica l  mass a t  some pornt 

I t  xs mney I r  2s burslnese, as usual, 

and xt 18 drccgusting 

MB C H A I W  Bx11 McCabe 

MR McCABE: I am Br l l  McCabe I am the 

Appalachian organizer f o r  C ~ t l z e n s  Coal Colmcll, and 

I am speakrng f o r  Cirlaeno Coal Counczl, a t  l e a s t  tho 

l n i t l a l  par t  cf my remarks 

I was talking wwrth a fellow the other 

Bay i n  Kentucky, who made a comment tha t  rea l ly  

struck home ta  me H e  sazd, z t  doesn' t  aeem t a  

matter what we expect from the Government, they 

successfully w o r e  beneath our q e c t a t l o n s  

Congratulations, a l l  have clone r t  

agam 

The CCO leaders,  and our me&ership 

groupsr were not nalre enough t o  hope t h a t  tAe draft  
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EZS vcruld t e l l  the  t ru th ,  tha t  mountaintop remval 

and valley e l l 1  18 smpXjt too dastructrve t o  be 

allwwsd t o  bc considered a responsible way t o  mzne 

I t  may be the cheapest for  the 

cempanaes, but z t  IS envrronmentally, socrally,  

psychologrcally, and, yes, econamrcillly - -  r t  zs 

armply to3 exptnsrve t o  allow i t  t o  contrnue 

Wen thcugh K C  never expected a 

t ru thfu l  a m l y s i s ,  we were enough of Americans, and 

prebably naive enCrugh t o  belleve tha t  we cmld t r u s t  

our gavernmcht when they n-atxated wzth ua When 

they promread t o  conduct a study that  would be 

thomugh and ef fec t ive  When they netgotsated and 

promsod tha t  the studies would look okt ways t o  

reduce the Barnage. 

Again, you underachreved 

Your research was 80 contradictory t o  

Presrdant Bush's agenda, o r  probably t o  B i l l  Raancy, 

and the econcuniats agonda, t h a t  same gf the most 

rmpnrtant fac t  sources and analysis were ~zmply 

xgnored 

T apolsgize, one of the &&.rantages of 

b c ~ n g  l a s t  15 tha t  ynu are  going t o  expect some 

applause because you a re  l a s t ,  and people get t o  go 
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ham, hut the dreadvantage of going l a e t  i e  tha t  mny 

of the comente that  you worked hard t o  make, have 

alrea* been made Tt lust: pvrnte our the imfrortance 

of these camtents 

I t  i o  simply beyond my comprehension how 

a group of highly pazd bureaucrats can wrxte a report  

tha t  sinply dnes not have m y  lope t o  ~ t .  

Y ~ u r  scrence says one thzng, and your 

conclusions say another Well, I am not sure for CCC 

and our member groups why we bather Probably 

b c a u ~ e  we are  organizers and eternal wptzmiets So 

I would ormply suggest a four th  optron 

That cptrcm 1s to enforce the laws tha t  

hare existed Lor 29 years S t r i c t l y  enforce the 

laws, and r f  you dr, thar ,  there w i l l  be no 

mmtermtop r e m r a l ,  because x t  wall be taa expenstwe 

t o  use tha t  method. 

The reminder of my t l m  I would lake t o  

use t o  speak indxvidually, and have tha t  re f lec ted  

A l o t  of my fatnrly has been in  l e s t  

Vzrglnia - -  as many people have mentioned - -  o Long 

time 

Growrng up, I had the! privilege t o  

t rave l  the country, and whether it was Califorma, ox 

------ 
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Mew York, or  S m t h  Carolma, I was always the poor, 

~akbaae  h a l l b i l l y ,  because I was From West 'Jirgznia 

But bemg stubborn, tha t  d idn ' t  bother 

m s  I have always been proud t o  be a West Vrrgin~an. 

I have always bean proud t o  be from the mwntalns of 

Appalachia. But newr ,  never, have I bran so proud 

of so  many people uCbO spoke an eloquently and so  

bravely against t h i s  horrible bunch of crap. 

Thank uu . 

tat W I W  I weld l i k e  t o  t h e  

each of you f o r  c m m g  t h i s  oveninq and preosntmg 

ycur clamments 

I have no mare CAT&, no mare speakers 

But xf ycu do have comments tha t  you 

would lxks to make, remember we have the comment Fox 

out back. The written comment pericd does not close 

until R q u s t  29th So you W L L ~  still have txme t o  

submr those ~f yoti l i k e  

The& p u  a l l  f o r  comxng thxs ovenxng 

Please be carefu l  going home 

Thank you. 

rPublzc hearzng concluded.) 

l a 3  

1 STATE O f  WEST VIRGINIA, To-wit1 

I ,  Michele G. Hankins, a Notary Publac and 

Court Reporter within and fox the  S ta te  aforesaid,  do 

hereby c e r t i f y  tha t  the hearmg was taken by me and 

before ma a t  the time and place specified i n  the 

-apt i on hereof . 
I do further c e r t i f y  tha t  the hearing was 

correctly taken by me i n  stenotype notes,  tha t  the 

same waa accurately tranecribed out i n  f u l l  and 

reduced t o  typewriting, and tha t  sa id  t ranscr ip t  i s  a. 

true recoxd of the testimony 

I further c e r t i f y  that  I am neither a t t o r m y  

or c w s e l  for ,  nor re la ted  to  o r  employad by, my  of 

the par tme t o  t.he action in which these prmeedinga 

were had, and further I m not a re la t sve  o r  empleyee 

of any attorney o r  counsel employed by the p a r t i e s  

hereto ar financially interested i n  the actxon. 

My cnnlrnission expires the 29th day of December 

2 0 0 3 .  

Given under my hand and eeal t h i s  28th day of 

August. 

---- 
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